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Globe Forest Direct Action Camp Report Back 


BY BigAL 

What a way to spend Halloween. As I shoved 
a tarp into my pack and grabbed my rain jacket 
for what promised to be an exceptionally soggy 
stint in the woods, I thought of all of the people 
who had made "other plans" for the weekend. 
Masquerade balls, art openings, theme parties — 
but, I wondered, what could be more apposite 
than facing something truly scary on Hallow- 
een — the proposed logging of more than 220 
acres of mature and old growth forest within a 
10 minute drive of my hometown? Right in my 
backyard, the Forest Service plans to make over 
$100,000 from selling the Globe Forest to timber 
companies, including trees 100-300 years old. Of 
all 200 plus year-old forests in the US, only 1.92 
percent of them exist on the East Coast. And the 
Forest Service is coming for them. 1 knew exactly 
where I wanted to be. 

The direct action camp started on Friday eve- 
ning, October 30, when about 40 people from all 
over North Carolina crunched their way through 
the leaves to set up camp in the Globe Forest, 
right outside Blowing Rock in the NC moun- 
tains. My friends and I made our way to the 
Olobe on SaUirriny morning) Wire live within 
a stone's throw of the forest. As we followed the 
sounds of laughter and the itinerant clouds of 
wood smoke to the camp's kitchen that morn- 
ing, the anticipation of community action and 
the magical allure of the forest engulfed me. 
Smiling faces around the fire, pots and pans 
clinking and kitchen stirrings murmuring in 
the background... hastened into introductions, 
averring snapshots of action and passions from 
around the state. We outlined the day's sched- 
ule, with workshops on the state of the move- 
ment around defense of the Globe, local ecology, 


medic and legal roles, light backpacking, orien- 
teering, climbing, media outreach, and various 
direct action and forest defense skills. 

The sipping of hot tea faded into the light 
pitter-patter of raindrops echoing over the 
leaves, and the woods welcomed the commence- 
ment of workshops. While several members of 
my party scurried off to the climbing skills area 
for the morning, I sought shelter under a near- 
by tarp to brush up on my blockading skills. I 
had previous experience with this sort of direct 
action in the streets, but after an hour of role- 
playing I realized what a different scenario for- 
est defense presents, and how indispensable 
this exposure was. I have a much clearer picture 
of where one might find themselves if they were 
to choose to protect a habitat from destruction. 
In the afternoon, I learned how to respond to 
injuries incurred in the wilderness. My friends 
learned wilderness survival skills, about the lo- 
cal imperiled species, how to tie knots, and how 
to use local media outlets to spread awareness 
and gain support for actions. We each grew 
with one another, became aware of the Earth 
around us, and learned countless requisite 
skills. I became more empowered to stand up for 
what I believe in, and against what I cannot bear 
to see transpire. 

As the day drew to a close, the dampened bod- 
ies found themselves huddled around the warmth 
of a campfire. People played guitars and sang. We 
shared stories, played stealth games (where we prac- 
ticed skills learned from the day's workshops) and 
formed connections with the encroaching night. It 
rained, and still, the woods sent a message to those 
who had endeavored to assemble at this place and 
time: if not you, then who — if not now, then when? 

The cold hours under the stars crept by and at 
daybreak, more discussions of action, infrastruc- 



Historic Globe Forest 


ture and roles gave way to carob-chip pancakes 
and walks in the woods. Perhaps, with these 
people, I might stand. Perhaps, in this place, we 
might prevent destruction of an essential, rare, 
mature and old-growth habitat. Protecting local 
biodiversity, sensitive species, soil, water sources 
we would save an essential section of our ecosys- 
tem from a profit-seeking machine. Perhaps, all 
of this would happen in my backyard. 

We said our goodbyes and parted, knowing 
that we'd be seeing each other again.. .and soon. 



by Redneck Omnibus 


As politicians all over the world 
glide from city to city, bioregion 
to bioregion, in a seemingly effort- 
less drive to exploit the Earth and 
human and nonhuman residents, 
activists lock down. They set up cen- 
ters of dissent and resistance, and 
they refuse to accept the interven- 
tion of the alienated authorities. No 
matter where the global elite meet 
to decide the future, they find op- 
position to their refined and slick 
attempt to subjugate the planet. 

Typically, opposition forms around 
the business conferences, World 
Trade Organization (WTO) talks, 
and Group of 8 (G8) meetings to 
draw attention to the devastation 
that otherwise goes ignored by the 
media. The most famous interven- 
tion of this sort occurred ten years 
ago, at the WTO protests in Seattle, 
where protesters from all over the 
world blockaded the convention 
and effectively shut down the cor- 
porate, profit-driven talks. To com- 
memorate that action, on November 
30, 2009, activists collected their 
organizing powers to interrupt the 




International Round up of Actions 


flow of capital in the global econ- 
omy. Refusing to wait for the poli- 
ticians to come to them, people 
organized in their own bioregions, 
and shook the devious structure 
global trade by its pillars. Novembe 
30 (deemed N30 by organizers) and, 
later, December 5 (D5), marked not 
only days for trade justice activist: 
protesting the WTO, but coexten 


Rising Tide lockdown in Chicago. 
sive days of climate action — the 
latter having been called by Rising 
Tide along with numerous non- 
profits under the moniker, "Mobi- 
lization for Climate Justice" (MCJ). 

As dawn broke over the eastern 
seaboard of the US on N30, the 
MCJ went into effect. Protestors ral- 
lied in Boston at City Hall Square, 
delivering an open letter to Senator 


John Kerry, which outlined the cru- 
cial problems of climate change and 
the need for political solutions that 
extend beyond corporate compro- 
mises and false solutions. The rally 
then peacefully laid down on the 
wet concrete and a mass "die-in" 
ensued, drawing public attention 
to the prospect of impending mass- 
extinction. Nobody was arrested in 
Boston, and a wake-up call was sent 
to authorities that would be repeated 
in rural and urban locales across the 
US — only in other places, interac- 
tion with the police would not go 
as smoothly. 

Rising Tide Asheville rose up on 
Duke Energy, locking down to a 
1.5 million pound generator being 
shipped to that company's Cliffside 
coal plant. Two protestors used lock- 
boxes to prevent the moving of the 
generator as it sat atop its 300 foot 
trailer, and activists hung a banner 
from the monstrosity, itself, reading 
"Stop Cliffside." Earth Firstler and 
former Journal short-termer, Attila 
Nemecz, put it simply: "Since politi- 
cians and corporations refuse to take 
serious action to stop climate change, 
continued on pg. 9 
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Driving through Arizona and Times canning their researchers and era of our bound publication, to 
Colorado, finding our way to uni- scientists. Also recently under fire the most familiar format, a news- 
versities and community spaces — was the Indymedia US site, one of paper, the Earth First! Journal has 
for three weeks life existed out of the most important hubs for news relentlessly brought information to 
the office and the desert— I was able worldwide. Indymedia US fought the people involved on the ground 
to take in the countless mountains courageously to defend an interna- and those most concerned with the 
and trees and leaves, rusty colored tional icon that has empowered a injustices placed upon our Earth, 
and ready to fall. It was me and movement of citizen journalists. Together, we represent the voiceless 
Agent Em on a 10-date Beehive Col- As 100,000 descended on Co- wildlife. Our aim is to also represent 
lective tour. penhagen, the Journal Collective the struggles and victories of Indig- 

As long-term editors of the Earth kept our ears to the live stream- enous communities, urban commu- 
First! Journal we try to take a break ing COP 15 Radio from Indymedia nities, prisoner communities, those 
from the business of operations, for Denmark. Though I was not in the keepin' it rural and those who have 
an entire two months — an issue-in- streets this year, it reminded me of passed away in their fight to see the 
production — once a year. With only the mobilizations that have shaped bitter end of this destruction, 
two of us as current long-termers my life, the actions and campaigns While the never-ending ruckus 
,it's been apparent that breaks are that affirm for me the importance crew of short-term and long-term 
crucial, and they are as necessary as of our roles as a people who will editors and volunteers of the Earth 
the work we do. not allow the destruction of our First! Journal sit in an office in Tuc- 

While taking a leave of absence, I planet to continue. Our hearts are son, AZ, we are often plagued with 
had the tremendous opportunity of with our comrades who were sub- our hearts desire to run after the 
presenting the new Beehive poster, jected to and continue to suffer un- wildfire burning our lands for use- 
The True Cost of Coal, an experience der intense police repression. I feel less development, destroying eco- 
that reaffirmed all that I give to certain that the tactics of the Earth systems for profit, poisoning Earth, 
the Journal, my community and in First! movement have never been air, water, humans and non-humans 
hopes — our planet. more important. everywhere. We bring you the news 

Among the topics I was regularly As editors and publishers of the because there is much to report — 
discussing during the Beehive pre- Earth First! Journal there is a lot of re- from the Frontlines and inside of 
sentations, I was pressing on about sponsibility on our part to produce our sewing circle — so much to do 
the importance of the preserva- this fiercely independent publication and so much to say. We hope dearly 
tion of independent media. Today and make it as accurate of a reflection that you will continue to communi- 
we are witnessing corporate-con- of our movement as possible. cate your actions and your passions 

trolled media divorcing itself from By the end of this year the, Earth, to us through these pages. Here's to 
aggressive (or even constructive) First! Journal will celebrate 30 years in the New Year! Lets make our actions 
environmental coverage, with big print! From the early days of being a bold and brave! 
wigs like CNN and the Los Angeles newsletter, to the new millennium — nettle 


Earth First! is published by an 
editorial collective from within the 
Earth First! movement. Entire con- 
tents are copyrighted 2010. Please 
contact us for permission to reprint 
articles. Art, photographs and po- 
etry are copyrighted' by individual 
artists, and permission for use must 
be received from them directly. 

Earth First! is a forum for the 
no-compromise environmental 
movement. Responsibility rests 
with the individual authors and 
correspondents. The contents 
do not necessarily represent the 
viewpoint of this publication, the 
Earth First! movement, local Earth 
First! groups or individual Earth 
First!ers. 

We welcome submissions of ar- 
ticles, letters, poetry and art that put 
the Earth first, aid in healthy debate 
shaping the growth of the move- 
ment, and advance the creation of 
a world free of speciesism, classism, 
racism, sexism, violence, exploita- 
tion and oppression. 

Submission deadlines are dur- 
ing the odd-numbered months in 
the calendar year. Articles should 
be typed or clearly printed. We en- 
courage submissions via email. Art 
or photographs are desirable to il- 
lustrate articles and essays. Send a 
SASE if you would like submissions 
returned. If you want confirmation 
of receipt of a submission, please re- 
quest it. 

All submissions are editedfor 
length and clarity. If an articles sig- 
nificantly edited, we wilTmake a rea- 
sonable effort to contact the author 
prior to publication. 

ISSN 1055-8411 Earth First! is in- 
dexed in the Alternative Press Index. 
Earth First! is recorded on microfilm 
by ProQuest, Inc. 

Please direct all correspondence to 
the ad dress below: ... 

Earth First! 

PO Box 3023 
Tucson, AZ 85702 
(520) 620-6900 

collective@earthfirstjoumal.org 

WWW.EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Artist: Hungry Knife 


FEATURES 


1 Globe Forest Direct Action Camp Report Back 
1 N30: International Round-Up, of Actions 

3 Maine Earth First! Disrupts State's Approval 
of Plum Creek's Development Plan 
3 Industrial Wind Power Threatens Maine's 
Mountains 

5 The 2009 EF ! Journal Reader Survey Results 

6 Climate Alarm in Brussels, 

Activists Shut Down European Business Conference 

7 Weather or Not... 

8 Seattle +10 

12 Unsettling Minnesota 

An Introduction 

12 Unsettling Minnesota Points of Unity 
15 Ballad of Macho B 

15 The American Genocide of the Grey Wolf 

How Delisting Species Endangers Their 
Ability to Prosper 

16 HOPEN HAGEN, WHAT THE FuCk!? 

How Climate Talks Turned into Mockery 

1 7 What Kills You Stops for One Moment 

Mountaintop Removal, Civil Resistance .and the Climate 
Ground Zero Campaign 

18 Damn Cars and the Carnage of Dams 

Introducing Diablo Earth First! 

19 What If? 

A Critical Assessment of the 350.org International 
Day of Action 

20 Shout Out to EF!ers Across the Globe 
20 Journal Release Parties 

22 The Nuclear Renaissance 
& the Necessary Resistance 

23 Bran Scam in Pinon Picking 

24 Carrie & Scott Taken Hostage by State! 

25 Tragedy in the Sweat Lodge 
28 Glad I'm Not a Tree 

or a Coyote or a Heron 


Next Submission Deadline: 


January 22 


Address changes/additions 
Deadline: February 19 


Website: www.bungryknife.com 


Editorial CoUective: grizzemily, 
nettle, Sasha 

MIA: Jezzaboo — we love you! 

Poetry Editor: Dennis Fritzinger 
Volunteers: Charles, Dan Todd, 
Dennis, Donny, Dwight, Hannah, 
James, Jim, Jolene, Kevin, Kris Moore, 
Luke, Peter, Randy Serragilo, Rodin, 
Toby, Y 

Front Cover: Hungry Knife 

Artist Collective 

Back Cover: Robert Espy 


SECTIONS 


2 Editorial 

4 Dear SFB: Letters to the Editors 
8 Blast from the Past 

10 Frontlines 

1 1 Dear Ned Ludd 
11 Updates 

13 Barebones 

14 Armed with Visions 

20 Doomsday Mountain Earth First! 

21 Issue Explaination: Celtic Calendar 
21 EF! Songs 

23 Environment News of Weird 
23 Shorts 
26 Prisoner Support 

28 Announcements 

29 Ads 

31 EF! Directory 


Earth First! (ISSN 1055-8411) January- 
February 2010, Volume 30, Issue 2, is 
published bimonthly by Daily Planet 
Publishing, 3280 E Hemisphere Lp, Ste 
180, Tucson, AZ 85706. US Subscriptions 
are $25. Outside the US, subscriptions 
are $40 to Mexico and Canada, and $50 
everywhere else. Send subscriptions to PO 
Box 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. Periodicals 
Postage Paid at Tucson, Arizona. POST- 
MASTER: Send address changes to 
Earth First!, PO Box 3023, Tocson, 
AZ 85702-3023. raA. iprikiso 


Page 2 Earth First! Brigid 2010 




by Maine EF! 

On the first day of Fall, Maine Earth First! occupied the Land Use 
Regulatory Commission (LURC)'s meeting at the Ramada Inn in Ban- 
gor, Maine, in protest of the agency's planned approval of Plum Creek's 
controversial development proposal in the Moosehead Lake region. 
Six people were arrested for disrupting the planned vote, which gave 
a green light to the largest development proposal in Maine's history. 

For the last five years, the country's largest land holder has been 
courting LURC, a regulatory agency of the Department of Conser- 
vation, for a zoning change regarding more than 20,000 acres on 
and around Moosehead Lake. The zoning change process has ex- 
perienced an unprecedented rate of public participation. The vast 
majority of Mainers are expressing strong disapproval for the plan. 
For example, critics of the plan noted that LURC received more than 
1,700 comments in 2008 in opposition to a resort development on 
Lily Bay as part of the Plum Creek Concept Plan, where as only six 
comments expressed support. 

In anticipation of a "yes” vote, four EFIers rushed to the front of 


the meeting room demanding a chance to have their own vote. The 
audience looked on, stunned as the four, joined by others in the 
crowd, railed against the LURC commissioners for failing to do their 
job and selling out the state's resources and biodiversity to corporate 
interests instead. After refusing to leave, they sat down and linked 
arms. While these activists were being forcefully removed and ar- 
rested by the Bangor police, two others were arrested. The six EFIers 
were charged with disorderly conduct and tresspassing. All six later 
pled not guilty and are seeking a jury trial. 

"Plum Creek has really put the 'con' into conservation," said Ryan 
Clarke of Maine Earth First! "The hundreds of thousands of acres 
that Mainers believe will he conserved under this plan are in real- 
ity still subject to harmful extraction projects. Plum Creek will still 
be able to make millions by retaining their rights to spread sewage 
sludge, build roads, clear cut forests to plant genetically engineered 
trees, extract gravel and build cell phone towers. This plan will do 
nothing for Maine people and just line the pockets of corporate 
CEOs from away." 

continued on pg. 6 
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Industrial Wind Power Threatens Maine’s Mountains 

of a ^ res of Clear-cutting, miles the Department of Environmen- state in opposition to wind pow- 

of new road-building, grading tal Protection — have been given er development. One of these 
Industrial wind power is on and clearing of sensitive alpine the authority to expand these groups, Friends of the Boundary 
the fast track to devastate the re- forests necessary for industrial expedited areas at the industry's Mountains (www.boundarymis. 
mote mountain ridges of Maine, wind power is being justified in request despite having no quali- org), works to safeguard the | 
Mainstream groups would have the name of climate change. Al- fixations or experience in mak- Boundary Mountains from de- 
you believe that wind power is lowing these sensitive mountain ing such decisions. velopment and to conserve 

the next best solution to climate ecosystems to remain intact as TransCanada is a 35 billion- the area for traditional uses of 
change; however, many Maine wilderness corridors and carbon dollar oil company from Alberta, wildlife, recreation and forestry, 
residents are beginning to real- sinks provides an opportunity Canada, responsible for the en- The group formed in 1995 when 
ize that the only thing green for these forests to regenerate; vironmental devastation asso- the protected mountain tops 
about industrial wind power is to eventually be capable of re- dated with tar sands (the most were threatened by rezoning 
the money that lines the cor- wilding the North Woods to its resource-intensive form of fossil for wind power development, 
porate CEOs' pockets. Activists natural forested state, stretching fuel extraction). They have sub- The Friends of the Boundary 
from around the state are joining^ from Maine to Minnesota, add- mitted an application to LURC Mountains has been particu- 
Earth First.ers t° fight the most ing to this planets' overall sta- to expand the expedited areas to larly influential in the fight to 
| recent green-washed corporate bility. Mountain ecosystems are include 631 acres orTSisFMoun- protect Sisk Mountain from cor- 
attempt to pillage the moun- also extremely important in the tain (they have already built 22 porate driven ecological devas- 
tains of Maine. ... role the Y P la y in the hydrologi- of 44 turbines on nearby Kibby tation; pushing the lines from 

lhis threat is particularly rel- cal cycle, with snow melt acting Mountain). Sisk Mountain is lo- "not in my back yard" (NIMBY) 
evant arid frightening in the as a head water to rivers, streams, cated in the Boundary Mountains driven opposition to industrial 
ace of our current climate cri- and ponds. Erosion and sedi- of western Maine in the Chain of wind power to more biocentric- 
sis. Wind power, amongst main- mentation that are often asso- Ponds area. Sisk Mountain and based, no compromise messag- 
stream environmental groups dated with wind power has the the Boundary Mountains are ing. These groups have recently 
stands as the answer to the crisis, potential to contaminate these habitat to the Canada Lynx (list- formed a coalition called "The 
Industrial wind power is not the fresh, water supplies: poisoning ed threatened species), historic Citizens Task Force on Wind 
answer to our current climate the life blood of this planet. nesting grounds for the golden Power!' to protect Maine's 
situation. Most wind power proj- Corporations and the Maine eagle, and home to the BickneU's mountain tops, 

ects actually require more en- government have been pushing Thrush, yellow-nosed vole, rock Because of Maine's unique 
j ergy for their construction than through industrial wind power shrew, northern bog lemming, rural nature and "wealth" of 
they are able to produce, not to proposals around the state, fol- and thousands of migratory birds natural resources, corporations 
mention the energy needed to lowing the creation of the that pass through the range an- like TransCanada are always 
manufacture all of the elements "Wind Power Law," signed in nually. Sisk Mountain is above around the next mountain ridge 
. for such projects. (To manufac- 2008, which placed two-thirds 2,700 feet in elevation, placing it waiting to cash in this year's fed- 
fore one of the cement pads that of the state within expedited within the mountain protected eral stimulus package check in 
tne average industrial wind for- wind power development areas, zone because of the fragility of exchange for their role in eco- 
!fn e nnn P aCed V P ° n f P ro “ uces Within these zones, wind power alpine ecosystems and their sus- logical devastation. That is why 
Z5U,UUU pounds of carbon.) projects require little to no en- ceptibility to erosion. The fate of Maine Earth First! is working 
However, nothing compares to vironmental regulations and this remote mountain is being to restore, re-wild and regen- 
the ecosystem destruction neces- can be placed upon mountain decided by LURC, the same com- erate the shattered ecosystems 
| sary to implement these projects ridges with no concern for the mission that determined the fate that exist here and create long- 
in remote areas. Conservation, plants and animals who inhabit of the Moosehead Lake area (the lasting means of protection for 
preservation and restoration these areas. Two agencies— the largest area of undeveloped land the North Woods ecosystems 
o orested landscapes is one of Land Use Regulation Commis- east of the Mississippi); zoning it and all of this planet's intercon- 
the most valuable solutions to S ion (LURC), infamous for their to be developed as a playground nected neighbor ecosystems. 

I the effects of climate change part in the Plum Creek proposal for the rich. Maine Earth First! will continue 

on , 5“ 1S P la " et *_ non-human to develop Moosehead Lake (see Luckily, local community to take a no compromise stance 
inhabit ant s. Yet the thousands EF/ /January-February 2009) and groups have formed around the in their eco-defense! 
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Dear SFB, 

To the Editorial Col- 
lective: Many thanks for 
two years of subscriptions 
and counting. You provide 
news I don’t get from any 
other source and take noth- 
ing in return. I will recip- 
rocate when I am more 
free. Thanks, as well for 
the many heartening notes 
from the Roadshow with 
their beautiful descriptions 
and emotions. 

To Siri: You claim that 
“our children will have the 
answers to the problems of 
the future.” However, we 
already know what these 
answers must be, at least 
well enough to begin acting 
on them, because the prob- 
lems of the future will be 
the problems of today exac- 
erbated. With regard to cli- 
mate change, 10 or 20 years 
from now may be too late 
to avert truly catastrophic 
conditions, because we will 
have passed what Hansen 
and many others describe 
as the tipping point, beyond 
which positive feedbacks 
in the climate system will 
ensure up to 9° C increased 
temperature according to 
some estimates. This would 
have the effect, Li writes, 
of “making the greater part 
of the Earth uninhabitable 
for human beings, raising 
the sea level by at least 25 
meters, and causing the 
extinction of 90 percent 
of species and a possible 
reduction of the world [hu- 
man] population by 80 per- 


net contribution to greenhouse 
gas concentration, which also 
approaches the level neces- 
sary to sustain industrial civi- 
lization. Realistically, this also 
requires a majority reduction 
in the first-world human pop- 
ulation (visions of salva- 
tion through hypothetical 
miracle technology are 
unsubstantiated). 

I gather from your let- 
ter that the continuation of 
certain oppressed nations 
is important to you.' If that 
is so, or if you simply care 
whether the biosphere is 
decimated, you should be 
for consumption and popu- 
lation reduction, primarily 
in the First World, because 
the worse conditions get, the 
more it will be oppressed 
nations that get the short end 
of the stick. Since you have 
solidarity with Jews, many 
of whom are survivors of 
a Holocaust that they, in 
many cases, resisted with 
armed struggle, can you 
not also find solidarity for 
the resistance to the linked, 
omnicidal consumption and 
population conditions at the 
core of empire? 

My address is in the 
back of the Journal if you 
care to respond. 

For life, 

— Grant Barnes 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

As always, it was the 
highlight of my day to see 
that the latest issue of the 
Journal had arrived, and 
I would like to congratu- 


ment and opening up the 
floor for more discussion 
in future issues. It seems 
like this is a problem that 
never needed to be created, 
and it’s a shame that it was. 
I’ve been meaning to write 
in to thank you all for your 
hard work on the Journal 
for a while now, and it stinks 
that the push that got me to 
do so ended up being this. 
Looking forward to the next 
issue and hopefully some 
good discussion from many 
viewpoints in its pages. 

— Anonymous 

* 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Postmodern jello mold 
with multicolored chunks 
of marshmallows, the end 
of consumerism and,, let’s 
face it, y’all, capitalism is 
on the ropes worldwide. 
The spiritual crisis has 
materialized, mirrored by 
hordes of vacant-eyed teen- 
agers walking throughout 
enormous shopping malls 
while the parents fret over 
home foreclosures. That’s 
materialism on steroids con- 
tempo. Meanwhile, global 
climate destabilization gets 
more dangerous, which 
most folks just don’t give 
a thought to because it’s all 
just too complicated. Hey, 
just keep shopping, right? 

Adrift in the world of 
appearances like charac- 
ters in a third-rate movie, 
chronicled by racks of ce- 
lebrity photo magazines de- 
tailing the divorce rate, pill 
popping and an occasional 
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follows the military indus- 
trial movable conclave, all 
together for the holiday sea- 
son December 7-18, Anno 
Domini. The anarchists are 
staying at Christiania. 

The United States mili- 
tary command at the penta- 
gon has publicly stated that 
the future will be defined by 
“catastrophe management.” 

And my relatives wanna 
know why I spend so much 
time reading Vedanta phi- 
losophy, sitting in medita- 
tion and identifying with the 
spiritual absolute unchang- 
ing reality? What was the 
question? 

— Craig Louis Stehr 
Dear SFB, 

Hello to all my connec- 
tions at the Journal. You 
know who you are! 

What an amazing issue of 
the Journal to return to after 
spending a week assisting 
long-time direct-action elders 
and families on Black Mesa 
and surrounding areas: Big 
Mountain, coal mine mesa, 
low mountain on Hopi 
Partitioned Lands and 
Peabody lands. 

I just wanted to send you 
all a quick note of grati- 
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part of the natural world. 
They have now stepped 
outside the bounds of what 
is “natural.” Species that 
remain inside the bounds of 
nature are those that keep 
the Earth and ecosystems 
balanced. However, humans 
no longer contribute to the 
balance and cycles of the 
Earth. We have tipped it, and 
we have been slowly tipping 
it farther and farther over 
the past 10,000 years; since 
the invention of agriculture, 
we have been allowed to 
increase our numbers at an 
exponential rate. We have 
conquered this planet, and 
by doing so, tipped the 
balance so far that we are 
causing a massive extinc- 
tion event. The last time 
this happened was the K-T 
extinction, and I would not 
call the asteroid that caused 
it part of our balanced Earth. 

Yet, hope remains. This 
hope should not be put 
blindly in the future cfr. 
breeding, but in thebrafns 
given to us by Jh^rniracle 
of evolution. There are 
thousands, probably mil- 
lions, of orphaned babies 
and children on this planet — 
Rather than breed, couples 


- cent.” Indeed, researchers late everyone involved for murder, the fame machine tude. This issue is special, (or even singles) who can 

are not agreed as to whether releasing another great is a miserable producer. I haven’t even read through, support children should 

we have not passed the issue. 1 am, however, con- Where’s the juice, oh Hoi- all of the current issue, but take these parentless ones 

tipping point already. As cemed about the issue sur- lywood? A half-billion dol- I wanted to give a shout in. It is not selfish to want 

Chomsky wrote last month, rounding Ben Rosenfeld’s lars to make a feature-length out to Luke. Luke: The babies, but it is selfish to 

“The picture might be much article. I do believe that movie? What happened to “Listening to Our Instincts” want to give birth when so 

grimmer even than what there are other ways in acting as an art form? The piece touched me to the many need homes, 

the Stem repost [which he which he could have written theater (in financial decline core. It is beautifully and Adopting will not only 

- calls ‘very highly regarded’ the article, many which may as usual) still offers the real . tactfully written „ give orphaned children the . 

for its science, although it have been more acceptable talent! And, by the way. It’s a lot of humble work families they want, but, if 

is criticized for setting a to many. However, I have why does it cost a hundred getting a publication like done on a large scale, it will, 

temperature increase goal to say that I didn’t find the bucks for an evening of jazz the Journal together, and over time, reduce popula- 

that Stem himself acknowl- article all that offensive, and with a date at The Spaghetti I thank you all for being a tion. And that is a future for 

edges would result in the thought it part of a discus- Club? Where’s the free part of it’s creation. this planet that one should 

destruction of most ecosys- sion that very much needs trumpet player, the electric Love and support, surely hope for. 

terns] predicts. A group of to occur in the movement, piano lady and the guy who — Rayanne — Kat 

MIT scientists have just The fact that it wasn’t pub- drummed on the pavement 

released the results of what lished in the latest issue of the when we really need them? Dear Shit fer Brains, Dear Shit fer Brains, 

they describe as ‘The most Journal, I feel, was a mistake. Cut to Copenhagen, I am responding to a let- Hey, I was tabling for the 

comprehensive modeling yet This is especially true since Denmark — the last oppor- ter written by Siri in the Earth First! Journal at the 

carried out on the likelihood it seems to have had what tunity to actually do some- Samhain/Yule 2009 issue. I first ever Seattle Anarchist 

of how much hotter the must be the smallest Dear thing to stop the ecological agree that human breeding Bookfair this weekend. 

Earth’s climate will get in Shit for Brains section ever tipping point from being is no more selfish than any and I had some spare time 

this century, [showing] that along with the a page which reached. Not a sane mind other breeding species on to read the latest Journal , 

without rapid and massive obviously needed more than in the house! Schemers, the planet; the will to breed including “Practical Ideas 

action, the problem will be the paragraph about Ben, a political dreamers, multina- is just as strong as the will to For an Anti-Racist Radi- 

about twice as severe as pre- blown up DMEF! and the tional corporation agendas, sleep, the will to eat and the cal Ecological Movement.” 

viously predicted six years issue explanation. What I green-business fix-er-uppers, essential instinct to survive. What was interesting was 

ago — and could be even don’t understand is why fourth-world country politi- However, it is very apparent that, moments before I 

worse than that.’” the article wasn’t published cos goin’ for a larger piece of that humans no longer live started reading this piece, 

The main solution must alongside either a piece by the pie that doesn’t exist, and their lives solely on will or a young womyn of color 

be to reduce consumption the Journal or someone the tower of babbling lob- instinct. Humans, no doubt brought up the topic of 

below the level that entails a else giving a counterargu- byists crowd, which always evolved and flourished as birth and breeding as rep- 
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2. Have you subscribed in the past? 

a. Yes 

b. No . 


.80% 

.20% 


resented in the sticker (on 
the table) that read “Thank 
you for not breeding.” I 
agreed that this sentiment 
could be specifically ap- 
plied to lower-class folks 
and, in that application, 
could be the remnants of 
a white-centered ideology 
based on the ancient-but- 
still-detrimental culture of 
Social Darwinism and the 
practice of eugenics. I also 
explained that, on the other 
hand, I could see how this 
slogan could wake many 
people (regardless of class 
or race) out of the stupor 
of socially-constructed 
breeding obligations and 
mindless consumerism: Get 
married, buy a house, have 
a kid (or three), buy toys 
and diapers and clothes and 
other single-uSe products 
for each kid on a daily basis, 
buy each kid their own car, 
send them to college so they 
can get an academic degree 
and be able to afford to rep- 
licate their parents’ lifestyle 
and breeding habits so that 
they can have kids, etc. 

But then, after our con- 
versation was over and I sat 
down to read this article, I 
was convinced that breeding 
and population do not have a 
1 : 1 correlation with ecologi- 
cal destruction. Rather, it is 
the irresponsible behavior 
of the people (in all classes 
and races) that is despicable 
and destructive — population 
growth just makes it appear 
to be exacerbated enonnously. 


At the root, if everyone fol- 
lows suit with their parents’ 
lifestyles and don’t take the 
personal responsibility to af- 
fect their surroundings from 
an authentic understanding 
of their own relationship to 
the Earth, the results will 
be, negative no matter what 
the population-count. 

With that in mind, I found 
that those stickers can be 
reformatted to read “Thank 
you for being.” 

— Profane Stephane, 
Seattle 

Dear SFB, 

Loved the latest ish... 
And I got feedback. 

First, Kristian Williams’ 
article was great, but why 
was there no bio? This 
author has written great 
stuff; the Journal should 
be flaunting it when we 
get someone willing to use 
their name and lend their 
reputation to the paper. It 
helps balance out so many 
articles coming from pen- 
names and pseudonyms; it 
gives more legitimacy to his 
powerful perspective and 
helps him promote his great 
books (such as Our Enemies 
in Blue, published by Soft 
Skull Press). 

Also, there were a few bad 
typos in the “Approaches 
to Informants” side bar on 
the same page. We were 
in the “Umpqua” not 
“Lumpqua;” and it’s the 
CLDC, not the CELDC ... 
another important piece 


that loses credibility for 
minor reasons. 

The Doomsday Moun- 
tain EF! comic was cute, 
but too damn big! And it 
was way to sub-cultural to 
be that close to the front. I 
love having comics in here, 
but that one should have 
been smaller and towards 
that back (maybe near the 
book reviews or updates). 

Finally, about Frontlines: 
four out of ten listings 
were Animal Liberation 
Front related. They could 
have been condensed to 
one listing. The Journal 
should not be primary a 
mouthpiece for animal lib- 
eration actions. They have 
their own outlets (pretty 
damn good ones). To put it 
bluntly, I am not inspired 
by hearing of sabotage 
against small and medium 
meat and leather business 
owners in other countries. 
I’m not opposed to it; I just 
don’t think it serves the 
goals of the Journal well. 
Here in Florida, Seminoles 
and Florida Crackers have 
a cattle-ranching culture that 
predates factory farming 
and a land ethic that we can 
learn a lot from. These short 
Frontlines provide no con- 
text about the source of the 
meat and leather. 

Combined with the listing 
of Greek migrant prison riots 
(yes, I love ’em, but hear 
me out) it’s confusing for 
someone expecting actions 
about fighting industrial- 


ism’s destruction of the 
planet. I think it would be 
better to have less flashy ac- 
tions that are more on point 
with biocentric intentions. 

In closing this review, cri- 
tique, rant. . . I love the paper 
deeply and am committed to 
the Journal’s, success in rep- 
resenting and growing the 
direct action environmen- 
tal movement. I distribute 
a lot of them. I want them 
to be relevant and inspiring 
outside of young punk anar- 
chist circles. 

It’s not like I’m calling 
for some massive change. 
(Although, come to think of’ 
it, I did recently get a strange 
fortune cookie telling me 
that a radical ecology publi- 
cation could be relocating to 
my neck of the sub-tropics 
in the future. . . weird, huh?) 
I just want to see us use our 
publication to the fullest. 

For a world without bor- 
ders, prisons or fear of 
butchering our own food, 

— Panagioti Tsolkas 

Dear shit for brains; 

Please realize lhat the forest 
is more than the trees and that 
there are all sorts of single and 
multi-celled oiganisms in the 
forest floor that would love to 
eat your shit. Some are insects, 
some are fungi, some are bac- 
teria. They would rather you 
leave your shit -in the woods 
than send it to some fucking 
industrial centralized shit pro- 
cessing factory or whatever. 
Now, if you want to take it 


home to compost and fertil- 
ize fruit and nut trees, that’s 
cool — those soil organisms 
would be just as happy. 

Now, to be sure, there 
is the rare ecosystem that 
lacks a plethora of shit- 
eaters, but I guarantee you 
that any forest system that 
has been recently defended 
by blockaders is not one 
of those. 

Yours, against stupidity, 
for more shitting in the 
woods, and for an eco- 
logical vision that encom- 
passes more than trees and 
furry things, 

—Bear 




The 2009 EarthFirst! Journal Reader Survey Results 
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In the September-October 2009 Mabon edition of the EF! The people that have collectively worked to produce the Journal in 
Journal we included a Reader Survey to get some feedback about the last year or so would like to see some restructuring in the future. 
The-ptabtipea-tieri-anrl some of th e operations. Th e Earth First! We appreciate all feedback, from the 2009 survey and beyond, and 
Journal is maintained by a collective of editors, some are long- encourage our readers to send letters to the editors or, Dear Shit fer 
term and others are short-term — those who work on a single Brains, as we say. The Reader Surveys can still be sent to our PG Box 
issue of the Journal. address. Here are the results, thank you for your input! 


1. Are you currently subscribed to the EF! 
Journal ? 

a. Yes 80% 

b. No ...20% 


11. Do you wish the EF! Journal website was: 

a. Updated more regularly. 19% 

b. Downloadable in PDF format 5% 

c. Set up as an open-publishing news wire (i.e. 

Indymedia sites) where people submit content and 
are able to see their posting that day. 19% 

d. Completely replacing the print version of 

the EF! Journal 5% 

e. Other ideas: computers suck, I hate the 
internet, smash your computers before 
the feds do, would Ned Ludd approve? 


12. If the EF! Journal was available online in its 
entirity as well as able to be downloaded and 
printed, would you subscribe or donate to the 
project? 

a. Yes ... 33% 

b. No 62% 

Maybe 5% 


12. Do you think that a de-centralization of 
the production of the EF! Journal, if done right, 
could be a good opportunity to find a more sus- 
tainable model then the one we are currently 


working with? 

a. Yes 48% 

b. No 28% 

Maybe 10% 

Don't Know. 14% 


b. In magazine format 38% 

c. Continuing in its current newspaper style 

29% 

d. A quarterly, bound publication 23% 

e. Able to be purchased in more places 9% 

f. Other ideas: web-based, just stay inex- 
pensive, whatever works. 


4. For how many years have you been read- 
ing the EF! Journal? 

50% said 10 years or more 
1 person said "since it started" 


5. On a scale of 1-10 (10 being the highest) of 
what importance do you place the EF! Journal 
among other environmental publications? 

90% rated us a 7 or above 


6. Do you personally believe print is dead or 
should die? 

a. Yes 10% 

b. No. 90% 


7. Do you get the majority of your news from 
the internet? 

a. Yes 19% 


10. Do you wish the EF! Journal was: 

a. A monthly newsletter (printed, on 8.5x11 

paper, in black and white, staple bound) 

14% 


3. Do you buy your copies of the EF! Jour- 
nal for a bookstore, co-op or independent 
seller? 

a. Yes 14% 


8. What are a couple other publications and/ 
or news sources do you depend on? 

Sierra Club, Earth Island Journal, New 
York Times, Greenpeace, Orion, Harpers, 
The Match!, etc. 


9. Would your support of the Earth First! Jour- 
nal change if it was produced on a quarterly 
basis? 

a. Yes 52% 

b. No 48% 


b. No. 


. 86 % 


b. No. 
50/50. 


.67% 

14% 
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Climate Alarm in Brussles 

Activists Shut Down European Business Conference 


by Leigh Phillips 

British-style "climate camp" 
activists shut down the annual 
conference of the Confederation 
of European Business in Brus- 
sels on the morning of Wednes- 
day October 28, occupying and 
blockading the European Com- 
mission building where indus- 
trialists were due to talk about 
global warming. 

The new group. Climate Alarm, 
accused the EU executive of 
getting into bed with the busi- 
nesses sponsoring the conference, 
which include Shell, Daimler and 
Arcelor-Mittal, companies it says 
are some of the worst carbon 
emitters in the world. 

"Corporate lobbyists have no 
role to play in deciding how to 
deal with the climate crisis," said 
spokeswoman Anna Martin. 

"{These firms] all lobby hard to 
obstmct strong action on climate 
change... At the same time, they 
have made windfall profits from 
a failing carbon market." 

A few dozen - campaigners 
from the Netherlands, Belgium, 
Germany and other nations 
swooped into the commission's 
Charlemagne building a few 
minutes before 9:00 am. EU 
officials had lent the building to 
the employers' group. Business 
Europe, for free for the duration 
of the conference. 


deliberately trapped themselves 
inside the large glass revolving 
doors by jamming wooden door 
stops into its base, preventing 
any delegates from entering. 

"This is the second time the Eu- 
ropean Commission has hosted 
Business Europe's annual confer- 
ence. It shows how close the EU 
institutions are to business when 
it comes to climate change," Mar- 
tin explained. 

Such radical direct action has 
been on the increase over the 


last couple of years in the UK, 
where activists have occupied 
or tried to disrupt two coal-fired 
power stations and stop the ex- 
tension of Heathrow airport. In 
April, activists blocked streets 
in London’s financial district to 
protest the EU emissions trad- 
ing scheme. 

Though it lasted two hours 
before police used pepper spray 
to disperse some of the activ- 
ists and arrested 20, the October 
28 th blockade was the first time 
climate campers had taken such 
action in the European capital. 

Martin warned that closer to 
the UN climate conference in 
Copenhagen in December, there 
will be more and more of this 
sort of activity. 

"We will see some very strong 
actions in Copenhagen. In terms 
of international attention, Co- 
penhagen will easily match Se- 
attle," she said, referring to the 
demonstrations that shut down 
the World Trade Organization 
ten years ago, the protest that 
saw the birth of the anti-globali- 
sation movement. 

The major environmental 
Non-Governmental Organiza- 
tions (NGOs) and development 
groups in Brussels regularly en- 
gage in showpiece stunts out- 
side the EU buildings. On the 
same day, in an Oxfam action, 
hundreds of miniature tents 
were set up in Brussels Central 
Station as well as in London, 
Berlin, Dublin and Madrid to 
symbolise the plight of climate 
refugees, while Action Aid cam- 
paigners "hammered" on the 
doors of the European Summit 
presidents on 
29. 

events are almost always 
carefully co-ordinated with po- 
lice and building security. But 
the Climate Alarm action was 
not authorised by the Brussels 
police, which the campaigners 
believe is why the police took 
the unusual step of using pep- 
per spray. 

The activists, who formed the 
new organisation at a climate 
camp on the Belgian-Dutch bor- 
der this summer, are linked to 
Climate Justice Action (CJA), a 
wider global network of groups 
with a strong presence from 
NGOs in the developing world, 
which say that emissions reduc- 
tions targets do not match what 
scientists are demanding and 
that the range of climate solu- 
tions on offer actually exacer- 


bates global warming and only 
benefits business. 

Emissions trading, carbon cap- 
ture and storage, carbon offsets, 
biofuels and nuclear power- 
embraced by the EU and to a 
lesser degree by some of the more 
mainstream green outfits as the 
main strategies to tackle climate 
change — have been denounced by 
CJA as "false solutions." 

They also say that industri- 
alized countries owe an "envi- 
ronmental debt" to developing 
countries for creating the cli- 
mate crisis. 


"Climate Change is Every- 
one's Business" 

The action managed to pre- 
vent a crowd of some 200 
delegates from entering the 
building. Hans Korteweg, a se- 
nior manager with Foratom, 
the European Atomic Forum, 
told this website, "One of their 
banners says: 'Our climate is 
not your business,' but climate 
is everyone's business, includ- 
ing business." 

"Business absolutely has a role 
to play-we have the solutions 
available, the technology we 
can transfer and the money to 
invest," he added. "They should 
come into the meeting and de- 
bate, not shut it down. " 

Enzo Gatta, industrial 
chairman of Business Europe, 
was furious: "It's just unbeliev- 
able. I really don't understand 
this. We have enormous amounts 
of money to invest." 

"It's not about lobbying. There 
is already worldwide acceptance 
that emissions must be reduced. 
There is no serious debate on 
this anymore. Now it is just a 
question of co-ordination. That 
is what is being discussed." 

A bemused researcher on en- 
ergy and transport from Italy's 
National Research Council, who 
was also stuck outside, was more 
relaxed about the situation. 
Leaning against his luggage and 
pulling out a pack of cigarettes, 
Vincenzo AntonUcci said the ac- 
tivists had a point. 

"It's difficult. On the one hand, 
what they are saying is hue about 
the likes of Shell and Daimler, of 
course. This is a correct point of 
view. But on the other hand, even 
inside these companies, there are 
a few, some who are serious about 
climate change." 

"And green energy is expen- 
sive; it's big business. The revo- 
lution isn't going to pay." 


Update on 
Plum Creek 
Development 

continued from page 3 
Jessie Dowling, of Rising Tide 
North America and Earth First! 
Explained, "in times of great 
climate crisis and economic cri- 
sis, our land use planners need 
to be visionaries and leaders, 
and not subject to small private 
interests. The North Woods and 
Moosehead Lake are a part of the 
largest undeveloped region east 
of the Mississippi River. This area 
plays a significant role in our 
global community as a carbon 
sink. Development for second 
homes and resorts should not be 
a priority at this time." 

Maine Earth First! has been 
critical of Plum Creek's pro- 
posal from the beginning and 
is pledging continued resistance 
to the plan as it moves forward 
in the coming months. Meg 
Gilmartin, of Earth First!, said, 
"We are completely dedicated to 
doing what LURC has refused to 
do: protecting a nay of life, safe- 
guarding biodiversity, promoting 
climate stability and preserving 
the culture, which will lead us in 
the direction of climate and eco- 
nomic sustainability." 

Plum Creek is proposing to 
rezone 20,000 acres for devel- 
opment of high-end resorts 
and second homes as part of its 
Moosehead Lake Concept Plan. 
The plan includes 90,000 acres of 
conservation easements to satisfy 
LURCs requirement for a conser- 
vation balance. An additic; 
266,000 acres worth o£-develop- 
ment rights on PJadfCreek land 
will be sold to The Nature Con- 
servancy and The Appalachian) 
Mountain Club for $35 million. 
This conservation is being hailed 
by many as an unprecedented 
opportunity to protect a large 
tract of land in nort hern Maine. 
StHl, the conservation easements 
affairs only prevent further develop- 
ment. They still allow plenty of 
ecologically destructive prac- 
tices, such as gravel mining, the 
spreading of sewage sludge, as 
well as commercial water extrac- 
tion, road-building, power-lines 
building, and industry-defined 
"sustainable forestry." 

Several of the environmen- 
tal groups who have been con- 
sistently fighting Plum Creek 
have announced plans to ap- 
peal the decision. The citizens 
of Maine have jumped through 
all of the legal hoops, too, and 
shown unprecedented opposi- 
tion to this development, and 
LURC has shown where they 
stand. Maine Earth First! will 
not back down, and will be 
there every step of the way to 
make sure that the eco-yuppie 
resorts are not built and. that 
the Moosehead Lake region will 
one day outlive Plum Creek's 
irresponsible ownership. 

Join us next Summer at the RRR 
in Maine, where we will be put- 
ting a wrench in Plum Creek's 
development plans and any other 
corporate interests that dare to 
threaten the North Woods! 
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Weather or Not... 


By Storm 

In the December edition of Environmen- 
tal Science and Technology, Georgia Tech 
City and Regional Planning Professor Brian 
Stone published a paper that suggests that 
policymakers need to address the influence 
of global deforestation and urbanization on 
climate change, in addition to greenhouse 
gas emissions. A synopsis of this paper and 
the issues surrounding it appeared in an 
article in the November 11 issue of Sci- 
ence Daily entitled, "Reducing Greenhouse 
Gases May Not Be Enough To Slow Cli- 
mate Change." According to Stone's paper, 
though the international community met 
in Copenhagen in December to craft a new 
framework for responding to anthropo- 
genic global heating, policymakers need to 
work to extensively broaden the range of 
management strategies beyond just green- 
house gas reductions alone. 

Duh! There are EFlers — and a few others — 
who have been talking about this for more 
than 20 years, and they've experienced much 
frustration at the difficulty many people seem 
to have in understanding and incorporating 
this issue into their worldviews and strate- 
gies. There are Indigenous peoples who have 
known this for centuries, often because they 
learned the lesson the hard way: the Mayan 
civilization clearcut and eroded itself right 
into the dark depths of humynity, as have 
others. 

"Across the US as a whole, approximately 
50 percent of the warming that has occurred 
since 1950 is due to land use changes (usually 
in the form of clearing forest for crops or cit- 
ies) rather than to the emission of greenhouse 
gases," Stone states in his paper.. “Most large 
US cities, including Atlanta, are warihing 
at more than twice the rate of the planet 
as a whole, a rate that is mostly attributable 


wholesale clearcutting of forests and drain- 
ing of wetlands by the Egyptians, Greeks, 
Carthaginians and Romans as they strove to 
expand their respective empires. The desert 
we see there today is far more extreme than 
it would have been otherwise. 

Current climate science research — both 
that of on-the-ground observation of cur- 
rent climate change as well as that projected 
by increasingly refined and sophisticated 
climate models — indicates that what is hap- 
pening now and that which is to come will 
likely be considerably worse than what has 
been projected even in recent years. While 
most everyone in moderate, liberal, left, pro- 
gressive, and radikal circles are now jumping 
on the anti-emissions bandwagon (a worthy 
effort, to be sure), very few — even in green 
activist communities — are talking about this 
other facet of humyn-caused global heating, 
much less tackling it. A handful of us beat 
our heads against the wall trumpeting this 
message continually, and that's saying noth- 
ing about Indigenous peoples' efforts (who 
almost nobody else on Earth cares to listen 
to anyway) regarding this. This oversight 
is particularly mind-boggling in ecocentric 
movements like ours where we have people 
questioning Earth First! 's overall relevance 
in the 21st Century (as if the other essential 
underpinnings of EF! have somehow waned 
in significance). 

In a world where virtually nobody else 
is acknowledging — much less grappling 
with the role of shabby land-use policies 
in destabilizing the Earth's climate — it 
would seem that we in EF! have our work- 
cut out for us. Our adversaries are very 
aware of this issue, however. It is no acci- 
dent that people like A1 Gore won't touch it 
with -a 10-foot pole (can't alienate all of the 
special-interest cliques now, can we?). It's no 
accident that this issue is so "overlooked" by 



already, where so many humyn and non- 
humyn creatures are homeless. 

Two years ago, Maine Earth First! and Na- 
tive Forest Network-Gulf of Maine partici- 
pated in several weeks of public hearings, 
sponsored by Maine's Land Use Regula- 
tory Commission (LURC) regarding this 


A barren landscape where there was once forest. 



so many and that those extremely controversial project. Radikal 
scientists — as well as environmentalists brought to the table 
the world's native peo- this issue (along with many others) dur- 
ples— who are onto this ing these hearings. In doing so, they raised 
issue are barely audible the eyebrows of many people (including 
gin the cacophony that LURC officials) who were largely unaware 
| the "global change” of this crucial component to the climate 
| craze has created. The equation. LURC finally made its decision 
| coal, oil and gas outfits at the beginning of this Autumn, and, af- 
? who know their dark ter throwing us a rubber bone in the form 
| day is coming to a close of a footnote, stating that climate might 
| and want to gobble up be an issue, ruled in favor of Scum Creep 
| every penny that they Plunder's proposed playground for the rich 
1 can before the curtain on Moosehead Lake. We are appealing this 
| falls (been to Appala- decision, and we're not stopping there — too 
$ chia lately? How about much is at stake. 

Black Mesa, Arizona?). As EF! continues to fight for wild places, 
The timber industry wild creatures and wild cultures, we must 


reduction programs — like the cap-and-trade these forests, so let's liquidate them now 
program under consideration by the US before it's too late." Even if they are cor- 
Congress — may not sufficiently slow climate rect, these current ecosystems will serve as 
change in large cities where most people live compost for the new ones that replace them, 
and where land use change is the dominant but not if Wall Street desiccates them first 
driver of warming." (remember aforementioned Sahara Desert?). 

According to Stone's research, slowing Vegetative ecosystems not only sequester car- 
the rate of forest loss around the world and bon, they sequester water, and water is life, 
regenerating lost forests could significantly Any questions? 

slow the pace of global heating. This article was written in Maine, which is 

A common misconception regarding home to — among other interesting things — 
anthropogenic global heating (much the largest undeveloped wilderness in the efforts. Along with the defense of all remain- 
more accurate terminology than global Lower 48, east of the Mississippi River. The ing ecosystems must come mass, wholesale 
"warming") is that it began during the Moosehead Lake Region of the Great North eco-restoration projects — in semi-wild, ru- 
so-called "Industrial Revolution" with the Woods, the southern buffer of the great Ca- ral, suburban and urban realms — to help 
attendant exponential rise in "greenhouse nadian Taiga, is in the crosshairs of none oth- animals and humyns to both survive and 
gas" emissions. Rather, that's when global er than Plum Creek Timber & Real Estate, the mitigate the oncoming climate catastrophe, 
heating rapidly accelerated. It actually began largest private landowner on Turtle Island;. The United Nations had its party in Co- 
more than 6,000 years ago, when humyns Its abysmal land-use practices are legend- penhagen and the attendant protesters 
began clearing forests and woodlands, as ary. "Scum Creep Plunder" seeks to develop disrupted it. Now, let's bring this to equal 
well as draining wetlands to launch large- large tracts of the Moosehead Lake Region footing with the emissions-reduction band- 
scale monoculture agribusiness, build cities into a ritzy yuppie "outdoor" resort — com- wagon — much as we did 10 years earlier in 
and establish empires. The vast region that plete with gated communities, golf courses, Seattle when we carried ecocentrism into 
is now the Sahara Desert was already expert- manicured landscaping, swimming pools, the streets alongside labor, humyn rights 
encing a natural cycle of warming and dry- resort shopping malls... the works. This is for and economic justice. We may be the only 
ing, but this was greatly exacerbated by the people who have one if not several homes ones doing so. 


Slowing the rate of forest 
loss around the world and 
regenerating lost forests 
could significantly slow 
the pace of global heating. 
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Blast from the Past 


The World Trade Organization: Pirating the Planet 


by Dandy Lion 

The World Trade Organization (WTO) 
formed quietly in 1994 as a result of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). Over 130 member countries agree 
to adhere to many heinous rules regulating 
international trade. The WTO must be shut 
down because it is unelected, unaccount- 
able and has the power to undermine local 
laws that protect the environment and labor 
from exploitation. Non-elected corporate 
panels act as judges over economic issues in 
disputes brought before the WTO. Corporate 
influence is shaping and binding interna- 
tional trade rules.Tn 100 cases over the first 
four years at the WTO, all decisions made by 
these panels have favored corporations over 
labor, corporations over public health and 
corporations over the environment. 

US Agricultural Secretary Dan Glickman, 
in remarks to the President's Export Coun- 
cil, said agriculture was the one issue that 
could "make or break" the negotiations at 
the WTO Ministerial in Seattle, Washing- 
ton, happening November 30-December 3. 
According to US Trade Representative Char- 
lene Barshefsky, the main US agenda will 
be to increase foreign market access for US 
goods. The US also wants to reduce tariffs 
and regulatory barriers that inhibit farm 
exports and ensure that science-based rules 
govern trade in genetically engineered (GE) 
crops and other products of biotechnology. 
Review of the Agreement on Technical Bar- 
riers to Trade (TBT), Sanitary and Phytosan- 
itary Standards (SPS) and the Trade Related 
Property Rights Agreement (TRIPS) are all 
on the agenda. 

In February 1998, negotiations for a bio- 
safety protocol to regulate the use of and 
trade in GE products were blocked due to 
free trade concerns. The Miami Group, made 
up of the US, New Zealand, Ecuador, Argen- 
tina and several other countries that are 
pro-corporate, see the WTO fighting regula- 
tions and labeling of GE products as opposed 
to other nations, who see the "precautionary 
principle" as crucial to state sovereignty. As 
a result of this deadlock, biosafety protocol 
probably has no more than a 50/50 chance of 
being enacted. A US Food and Drug Admin- 
istration (FDA) 1992 rule precludes the FDA 


from regulating GE crops, so it is unlikely 
that the US will ever sign onto either the bio- 
safety or biodiversity protocols. Mandatory 
labeling of GE products has been enacted in 
several countries and is also threatened by 
WTO rules. 

Here is a brief look at upcoming topics: 
The TRIPS Agreement 

Neem, haldi, pepper, harar, bahera, amla, 
mustard, basmati, ginger, castor, karela and 
jamun all have been patented and are vic- 
tims of a western style Intellectual Property 
Rights system. Such biopiracy is epidemic. 
The implementation of TRIPS, which is 
based on the US style patent regimes, should 
be stopped immediately. 

The WTO's Agreement on TRIPS creates 
a significant barrier to encouraging less in- 
tensive agriculture in non-industrialized ar- 
eas of the world. Under the current TRIPS 
agreement, all countries need legislation to 
ensure the "effective" protection of plant 
varieties including trees. TRIPS is coming up 
for review in 1999, and corporate pressure 
from industrialized nations is coming down 
on countries who don't want to accept pat- 
ents on life. 

In international trade law, health and en- 
vironmental standards and regulations, and 
even labeling can be considered technical 
barriers to trade. Under pressure from the US, 
the existing labeling of GE ingredients in the 
UK could be threatened. The US has sent pa- 
pers to the WTO saying that the mandatory 
labeling of food, such as that now imposed 
unilaterally by Britain, can amount to a 
barrier to trade... 

The SPS Agreement 

The SPS agreement regulates movement 
of biological goods internationally. It lim- 
its the rights of national governments to 
impose import restrictions on goods, such, 
as food that may be contaminated or tim- 
ber that may carry diseases. The "precau- 
tionary principle" is not acceptable under 
the agreement because it is considered a 
barrier to trade. The WTO declared an ob- 
scure agency, Codex Alimentarius (influ- 
enced heavily by corporate interests), as the 
authority on food safety standards for the 
world. This agency poses a significant threat 
to consumer protections and drastically lim- 
its consumers' right to know. 


The Global Free Logging Agreement 

The "accelerated tariff liberalization" in 
the SPS agreement is an attempt by the US, 
and Canada to remove remaining import 
taxes, known as tariffs, on processed wood 
products in order to penetrate Asian mar- 
kets. A study by the Forest and Paper Asso- 
ciation shows that reduction of tariffs would 
result in a three to four percent increase in 
global wood consumption (clearly their goal). 
Increased consumption means increased log- 
ging, making this a virtual "Global Free 
Logging Agreement" (FLA). In Britain, the 
introduction of non-trade measures into 
the agreement could lead to the outlawing 
of forest protection schemes. The FSC pro- 
hibits the use of GE trees while providing 
independent and international wood cer- 
tification for the labeling of well-managed 
forest products. 

This sinister FLA is being pushed by Mon- 
santo, big timber, big oil and others with in- 
terests and investments in GE trees in hopes 
that it will produce faster growing planta- 
tions and thus make their plantations a more 
valuable commodity in the future interna- 
tional marketplace. Patents on tree genes are 
already mounting/ resulting in monopoly 
ownership by transnational corporations. 
The Agreement on Agriculture 

In another arena, the Agreement on Ag- 
riculture (AOA) pits small farms against 
larger, more efficient agribusinesses in both 
industrialized and non-industrialized parts 
of the world, with disastrous consequences 
for small-scale agriculture and rural commu- 
nities. GE agriculture is especially pervasive 
in so-called "third world" nations (with the 
most biodiversity).. So, regardless of how 
much American farmers decide to grow, bio- 
diversity faces intense threats. Further AOA 
negotiations will be launched at the Seattle 
Ministerial. According to the UN, roughly 
1.4 billion people depend on farm-saved 
seeds for food security. Under WTO-enforced 
patent laws, Monsanto has the right to take 
farmers to court if they collect and use seeds 
from its patented plant varieties — including 
GE seeds. Monsanto has opened more than^ 
475 such seed piracy cases nationwide. 

This article originally appeared in the EF! J 
Samhain edition, November-December, 1999. 
Back issues of the EF! J are available for $5 each. 




1 8 in solidarity. 

| Together, 
3 , with combined 
| power of unity, 
| the old Direct 
I Action Network 
| (DAN) brought 
it activists from 
a diverse range 
i nsttheWTO. of backgrounds 


SEATTLE +10 


by Vitoria 2012 

By all accounts the accom- 
plishments of the 1999 Protests 
in Seattle were phenomenal. 
Citizens of the world, afforded 
little to no representation on the 
conventional 
forms of gover- 
nance and pow- 
assembled 
for the elite to 
express dissent. 
As opposed to 
demonstrating 
alone against 
the force of 
legislation that 
tore asunder 
centuries old 
of labor 
and environmen- 
tal movements, 
farms 




and interests together to engage 
in a totally inclusive project: a 
carnival against capital. On the 
morning of N30, activists sur- 
rounded the Washington State 
Convention and Trade Center, 
blockading the access streets, 
and opening an autonomous lib- 
erated zone. There, non-violence 
led to wild, ebullient street fes- 
tivities, complete with puppets, 
costumes, music, and free food. 

For this reason, academics situ- 
ate the legacy of Seattle 1999 
among other historical out- 
bursts of popular rebellion. For 
instance, the 1871 Paris Com- 
mune and the wild mirth of 
May 1968. Unfortunately, just 
as the Insurrections of the Paris 
Commune and May '68 fell to 
violent repression and martial 
power, the legacy of Seattle '99 
includes the unprecedented 
militarization that ensued un- 
der the Bush Administration. 
Since 1999, those meetings of 
the global elite that define the 
course of international relations 
have not given way. They have 
become far more aggressively 
protected. No-protest zones 
have extended into miles-wide 
areas under total police con- 


trol, while authorities employ 
numerous undercover agents 
to infiltrate, agitate and destroy 
protestors. Most infamous was 
reports of rape and torture by po- 
lice forces during the 2004 Miami 
Free Trade Area of the Americas. 

Even still, the solidarity of 
forces that joined together 
in 1999 to form coalitions of 
"teamsters and turtles" has 
held loosely together in Blue/ 
Green Alliances throughout the 
United States, while anarchist 
networks continue to mobilize. 
As protests continue to devel- 
op, along with diverse societ- 
ies throughout the world (from 
the Citizens Trade Campaign to 
.squatter communities), a more 
widespread call to end neo-liberal 
globalization expands over the 
entire public spectrum. The elec- 
torate voted for the current US 
Congress, along with Obama 
himself, on the mandate of 
ending the "free trade adven-' 
ture." In the midst of the crash 
of free market capital, the State 
floods public resources back 
into the subsequent undertow 
of power relations to rescue the 
project of finance capital. The 
memory of Seattle should en- 
courage activists to continue 
struggling to create liberated 
spaces everywhere, against the 
tide of world domination. 


The impetus of Seattle 1999, as 
a product of the anti-globalization 
struggle, has been validated by 
the historic crash. To wit, the 
People's Summit, the organizers 
of COP 15 protests recalled the 
climactic emergence of social 
space during N30, out of which 
a new world of creative action 
was realized. Indeed, through 
the tear gas and pepper spray, 
we trace the residue left behind 
by the Battle of Seattle along the 
spray-painted scrawl that adorns 
the walls holding back our col- 
lective desire. 

From the backwoods to the 
slums to the suburbs and back 
to Copenhagen: "Remember, we 
afe winning!" 
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N30: International Roundup of Actions 


continued from page 1 

citizens must step in to shut down 
coal plants." 

In New York City, an MCJ rally assembled 
outside of Bank of America to protest the 
bank's investment in false solutions (anti- 
climate policy lobbying) and exploitation 
of natural resources (investment mountain 
top removal, oil & gas exploration, etc). 

NASA climate scientist, Dr. James Hansen, 
spoke on the "privatization of the atmo- 
sphere" via cap and trade to the rally, which 
then chanted until a marching band broke 
out, leading the protest to its next destina- 
tion, the Natural Resource Defense Council 
(NRDC). At the NRDC building, protestors 
acted out a street theater performance of 
activists chasing corporate lobbyists, politi- 
cians, as well as the NRDC's own promot- 
ers of false solutions and the grim reaper 
down the street. Briefly taking the street, the 
march of over a hundred like-minded activ- 
ists stood up to the police ranks, vans and 
motorcyclists present. A team entered the 
NRDC to engage officials in a discussion, but Protesters converge on Coke plant in India 

were prevented from climbing the stairs by as a crowd encouragingly chanted, "Chase 
police. One dedicated protestor was arrested Bank, Climate Criminals!" Police arrested 
for allegedly attempting to chain themselves the two, wrapping up the N30 actions in 
to the front doors, but the protest continued Seattle. As with the WTO actions in 1999, 
undeterred for some time. however, the first day was only the beginning, 

Further rallies took place throughout and resistance in the US was only the tip of 
New England — in Portland and Bangor, the iceberg. 

Maine and Burlington, Vermont — but the in India on N30, over 2,000 villagers marched 

Midwest was not to be outdone. In Chi- to the Coca-Cola plant in Mehidganj, chant- 
cago, 200 climate activists thronged to the ing "Shut Down Coca-Cola" and "Climate Jus- 
finandal district, targeting the Chicago Climate tice Now!" As the worst drought in 40 years 
Exchange. Angie Viands, of Rainforest Ac- rampages through India, Coca-Cola's pollu- 
tion Network (RAN) Chicago, explained the tion of water supplies throughout the subcon- 
relevance of local action to international tinent have enraged many. Nandlal Master, an 
struggles like the December 15 climate talks organizer with the key community organiz- 
in Copenhagen: "From Chicago to Copen- ing group, Lok Samiti, explained, "Coca-Cola 
hagen, powerful companies are cashing in cannot continue to mine for millions of liters 
on the climate crisis, taking advantage of in Mehdiganj when our communities do not 
public concern over climate change in of- have enough water to sustain their lives and 
der to make a buck. Carbon trading institu- livelihoods. Coca-Cola must shut down." Per- 
tions like the Chicago Climate Exchange are force, Coca-Cola's claims to be "water neutral" 
privatizing the air we breathe and handing in Mehdiganj have been proven "misleading" 
over rights to the atmosphere to the biggest and "impossible" by its own study, 
polluters. Carbon Trading is a fraudulent Much of the action of November 30 took 
market that intensifies social injustice, does place in Geneva, Switzerland, where this 
not reduce emissions in a meaningful way, year's WTO Ministerial took place. Four 
and acts as a dangerous distraction from thousand non-violent marchers rallied to 
the real climate solutions we urgently need." demonstrate their dissent against the WTO 
A "Battle of Seattle"-style lockdown took meeting. Discussions among the 1 10 minis- 
place, as 12 people — arms locked together ters inside ran in circles, according to press 
through cement tubes— blockaded a central reports. Talks concentrated on the "Doha 
intersection and shut down Chicago's finan- round" of talks without actually engaging 
cial sector for two full hours before^being ar- in them. In fact, all the engaging was going 
rested. "This is a message that we' will not on outside of the conference, as roughly 
allow officials and negotiators to forget from 200 rioters struggled against police con- 
now on, " Viands declared. "We will be back trol, breaking windows, setting cars ablaze, 
until we are heard." and desperately attempting to disrupt the 

MCJ West sprung into action in simi- elites in their quixotic quest to conquer 
lar fashion. After careful and cautious the world. 

planning, over 300 activists in Sari Fran- Activists in Canada picked up the slack 
cisco rallied at Justice Hermann Plaza in for the next week, giving the public a few 
the morning, and marched down Market refreshing reminders that Seattle was still 
Street chanting "System Change not Cli- • a battlefield well into December of 1999. 
mate Change!" The crowd halted outside A consistent stream of six successful sit-ins 
of Bank of America, while two dozen ac- across the nation, waged against politi- 

sciaris, false solutions promoters and 
f tar sands advocates, inspired the coun- 
Itry from November 22 to December 5. 
| The offices of Canadian- Environment 
? Minister Jim Prentice, Labour Minister 
| Rona Ambrose, Finance Minister Jim 
§ Flaherty, Minister Gary Lunn, Minister 
8 of Transport Infrastructure and Com- 
1 munities, John Baird, and finally, Tory 
| Member of Parliament, Andrew Saxton 
= were all occupied. All fold, by Decem- 
ber 5, 29 people had been arrested on 
the same ridiculous charges — "Assault 

Protesters mobilize at Bank of America in San Francisco foy Tresspass." They still await trial'. 


Finally, in Seattle, people from all over 
the Northwest convened in Seattle to attend 
the People's Summit from November 27-29. 
Keynote speaker, Amy Goodman, spoke on 
grassroots organizers, and other workshops 
convened covering issues from immigra- 
tion to employment and climate change. 
On November 30, a contingent of protes- 
tors followed up the Summit with demon- 
strations against Bank of America and Chase 
Bank. At the latter location, two demonstra- 
tors performed an act of non-violent civil 
disobedience, locking down to Chase Bank 


detained outside 
the Phoenix Con- 
vention Center 
for a brief time, 
but managed to 
elude arrest up 
a workers' ramp 
and onto the light 
rail, proving Sher- 
iff Arpaio's plans 
for a perfectly 
surveilled society 
are completely 




Large puppets accompanied protests in Switzerland. 


tivists locked down to each entrance. The 
protest ended at 2:30 pm, but not before 
23 activists had been arrested, and a clear 
message had been sent to the establish- 
ment on the urgency of action to contra- 
vene climate change. 


Meanwhile Phoenix activists disrupted a 
JP Morgan Chase luncheon. They grabbed 
the stage and addressed the hall of lunching 
bankers with chants against coal interests. 
The group was eventually escorted out by 
a security guard. They found themselves 


5 ridiculous. 

I Qn the last day of action, D5, more 
| demos emerged around the world. First, 
| in Portland, an estimated 700 people 
f marched on Portland State University to 
| demonstrate their support for "turning 
■§ around the WTO." Teach-ins and house 
| parties were also conducted in Tucson, 
1. Arizona, and other cities throughout Texas 
I and Minnesota, reflecting a shared vision 
| between climate and trade justice activ- 
ists. In London, England, 40,000 people 
marched through the streets in a "Stop 
Climate Chaos" march, on December 7, 
police arrested 31 demonstrators shutting 
down Chevron headquarters in San Ramon, 
California, and actions continued to mount 
in preparation for the Copenhagen Climate 
Talks of COP15. 

Excerpt from "Taking Action Against Car- 
bon Trade: What the Clouds Say" 

by Rachel Smolker 

While I was lying on the pavement in the 
middle of LaSalle and Adams Street, looking 
up at the sky, I contemplated the big pic- 
ture of carbon trading, recalling some lines 
from the seminal "Durban Declaration" for 
Climate Justice: "History has seen attempts 
to commodify land, food, labor, forests, wa- 
ter, genes and ideas. Carbon trade follows 
in the footsteps of this history and turns 
the Earth's carbon cycling capacity into 
property to be bought and sold in a global 
market. Through this process of creating a 
new commodity, carbon, the Earth's abil- 
ity and capacity to support a climate con- 
ducive to life and human societies is now 
passing into the same corporate hands that 
are destroying the climate." While it is pre- 
sented as a "solution" to the crisis, a way to 
reduce emissions, it is in truth no more than 
a mechanism for expanding corporate con- 
trol over the commons. It is the antithesis 
of what climate justice activists are calling 
for. Instead of addressing poverty, injustice, 
hunger, environmental degradation — the 
root causes of all our varied crises— carbon 
markets are on course to converting virtually 
every scrap of land, every drop of water, ev- 
ery patch of sky, into a commodity, available 
for polluters to buy and sell in their grand 
game of pretend. Even worse, it seems, the 
charade has robbed us of our own will and 
integrity, leaving us feeling entirely impo- 
tent, because, we are told, it is not our own 
personal force, our own strength, wisdom 
and common sense that will lead us forward, 
but rather, the blind, entirely amoral "mar- 
ket forces" we are to put our faith in. 

Surely the Earth and her people will rebel! 
Surely we will not allow this to happen! 
Surely we will all stand up (or lie down) and 
declare that the air is not for sale, the Earth 
is not for sale, the forests are not for sale, our 
farms are not for sale, nor our soils. Our bio- 
diversity is not for sale, not the polar bears, 
the ice caps, the orangutans — not even the 
spiders or fleas or even the mosquitoes. Our 
children's futures are not for sale. It is time 
for a new relationship with the Earth and 
each other, and the time to make it happen 
is now. That is what the clouds told us while 
we were lying on the cold pavement with 
our aims locked in tubes, in the middle of 
LaSalle and Adams. 



. .while I was lying on the pavement in the middle of LaSalle and Adams Street, looking up at the sky. I contemplated the bigger picture. . , 
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BACK FROM CHICAGO-RISING TIDE N30 ACTION 





More on Coal in West Virginia Inhabitants of San Jose del Progreso who 

Between the dates of October 8 and Oc- are affiliated with the Assembly of People 
tober 12, a 25-mile long Senior Citizens United for the Valley of Ocotlan in Defense 
March coursed through Appalachia, be- of Nature and Popular Autonomy got a boost 
ginning in Charleston, West Virginia, and from the Asamblea Popular de los Pueblos 
ending in Massey Energy's Mammoth mine de Oaxaca (APPO), occupying the town hall 
outside of Cedar Grove. Organized by Roland (Palacio Municipal) on November 18 in at- 
Micklem, an 81-year-old from upstate New tempts to evict the municipal president 
York, the march raised awareness for the Oscar Venancio Martinez Rivera. Rivera sup- 
anti-mountaintop removal campaign. En- ports a mine roundly opposed by residents 
countering a diverse array of opinions from in the area. The next day, at nine in the 
spectators along the selected path of Route morning, security guards armed with sticks, 
60, the march ended safely without any sig- ropes, and machetes guarded the occupied 
nificant interference. town hall, taking five councilors and seven 

municipal police as prisoners, capturing a 
Greenpeace Climbers Make Headlines municipal police vehicle, and demanding 
On October 12, 50 Greenpeace activ- that Martinez Rivera resign his position. The 
ists scaled the walls of Parliament in rebels released all hostages safely and negoti- 
London, England. Activists unfurled a ated with police after hours of occupation, 
banner proclaiming, "Change the Politics, Finally, Indigenous Mayans blockaded 
Save the Planet," and occupeid the roof for a road leading to Cancun on November 
over 28 hours, making it clear that the talks 27. Police arrested 200 ejidos (communal 
going down in Copenhagen will not suf- farmers) for their action, which drew at- 
fice to change the ecological direction of tention to the Mexican Government's 
mass extinction and climate change. Only neglectful failure to compensate small 
a few weeks later, 19 more Greenpeace ac- farmers for the failure of this year's mon- 
tivists took the roof of the Canadian Parlia- soon season, 
ment in Ottowa, Canada, hanging banners 

off the building stating, "stop the tarsands," Fur Free Friday Reaches Out 

climate inaction This year's Fur Free Friday occasioned 
In other actions this past year, more than 50 events, occurring around 25 


Frontlines 


African Delegates and European Activists 
Find Common Ground 

Tension between the rich and poor nations 
of the world ground the November 4, Pre- 
Copenhagen climate talks in Barcelona, to a 
halt. The African Group of the G77 Group 
of Developing Nations walked out of the 
discussions after representatives from the 
G8 Group of Developed Nations refused to 
promise to cut emissions. The next morning, 
forty activists blockaded the entrances to the 

conference center and posted stickers insist- and "Harper/Ignatieff, 
ing that the talks had closed. As the talks costs lives, 
proceeded to fall apart, hundreds of protes- Greenpeace activists locked down to four con- US states as well as in Canada, Germany, 
tors marched through the streets under the veyor belts in a Fort McMurray Suncor Site and Spain and other countries. Raising the old 
slogan "the climate is not for sale." Finally, briefly occupied two other tar sands sites. chants of "Compassion is the fashion! Don't 

crashing the closing ceremony, activists buy fur!" and "Forty dead animals! One fur 

chanted, "Markets are the problem^ not the Tiktoktiktok Movement Makes it Big in coat!", thousands of activists around the 

solution," and marched to the front of the the Philippines world united to decry the fur industry's 

closing plenary with a banner in tow. It ap- On December 12, an international day of abuse of 50 million fur-bearing animals, 
pears to have declared, "Obama is finishing action in support of COP15 protests, some Seeking out big targets like Nordstrom, Sak's 
what Bush started. ' No arrests were made. 300 protesters brought a barrage of drums, Fifth Avenue, and Neimann Marcus, protes- 

music and festivities to the Raised Gardens tors hit the mall with Black Friday shoppers, 
Mink Liberation Spree Strikes Europe of the Philippines. Global Climate Change 

Between the days of October 15 and Octo- Alliance, Greenpeace and the World Wildlife 
ber 19, activists set free over 20,000 mink. On Fund helped program the entertainment — 

October 15, French liberationists opened up which included the screening of the apoca- 
a fur farm in the village of Saint Byvranet in lyptic film, "The Age of Stupid." 

Southwest France, returning approximately This action comes after a successful hunger 
4,200 mink to the wild. Not to be outdone, strike by an estimated 25 Philippino farm- 
Spanish activists freed over 17,500 mink on ers (and one farmer “ 1 “ 

October 19. These mink came from four from Mindoro Is- 

liberated mink farms in the provinces of landwho was pres- 

Galicia and Soria, which lie several hun- ent for the Food 

dred miles apart, indicating that the efforts and Agriculture Or- 

may have taken careful and coordinated, ganization's World / 

inter-state planning. Summit on Food /$ 

. Security in Rome) aM 

The ELF Emerges from the Russian to protest the Min- /V® 

Countryside doro Nickel Project, » 

In a lyrical dispatch sent on October 3, a nickle mine and 'E'A 
the Earth Liberation Front proclaimed "the one of the largest / y 

beginning of the continuation of the strug- processing plants in /J||i 

gle" to protect the Butovo forests. Standing the world. There was 

up to the internal intelligence service's plans previously a mora- 

to chop down 135 trees and 268 shrubs, ELF torium in Mindoro 

activists sabotaged one tractor and one exca- on large-scale min- 

vator, both of which would have been used ing and the project 

to make a trench for heating infrastructure has been rejected 

to new government buildings. by the people and 

authorities for. 15 

Homeless Polar Bears Spearhead Scottish years called for the 
Day of Action * relocation of 20,000 | (r 

When Rising Tide called a national day of citizens before the 

local action on October 15, the polar bears popular revolt. 

came in force. Leading the charge against 

false solutions to climate change, four Indigenous People of Mexico Throwing 
homeless polar bears blockaded the Royal Down 

Bank of Scotland (RBS) — a leading financier After recent terror strikes against indig- 

of oil and gas — for six and a half hours. Just enous people by paramilitaries in October, 
kidding. Well, sort of. The activists in bear resistance to the state bloomed in Mexico, 
costumes managed to get off with "willfully Around 150 Tzotzil farmers took over the 
obstructing the public highway with a non UN office in Chiapas, Mexico on October 31. 
motor vehicle" (i.e. a suit case).They forked The Emiliano Zapata Campesinos' Organiza- 
over less than $30 each before going to tion (OCEZ) claims that the farmers occupied nouncing Canada's recent move to sue the 
picket the RBS branch around the corner. the building to free three political prisoners European Union for banning inhumane 

and to bring attention to the need for land seal products. One person was arrested in 
More Scottish Actions Against Coal rights in Mexico's poorest state. The police New York City for non-violent civil disobe- 

' Anonymous saboteurs calling themselves "a claim the three imprisoned activists played a dience, while, in Tucson, the mall security 
group of autonomous people" lent their prover- role ir the Sinaloa drug cartel, but Indigenous guards were said to have been " ornery. " The 
bial monkey wrenches to the cause on October groups claim they are actually important ac- lawsuit will be brought before the WTO, 
20, breaking two heavy drilling vehicles in the . tivists. The occupation occurreu after a week which has historically ruled against animal 
Mainshill Wood area. The struggle against the of political and social mobilization lead by protections for the sake of corporate profits, 
coal interest in that area is part of the ongoing three groups: the "community of Faith (Pueb- "Until the WTO is dismantled," one GJAE 
campaign in Scotland to confront the country's lo Creyente)-Tzotzil Region, The Other Cam- activist mentioned, "no animals, are pro- 
hypocritical venture to open twenty new coal paign, and the Emiliano Zapata Campesina tected." Go to http://freetradekills.animals. 
mining endeavors in the legendary Highlands. Organization-Carranza Region (OCEZ-RC). org for more inormation. 


When baby seals fight back. 
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Dear Ned Ludd, 


We live in a subdivision (not 
a place to live if you value ani- 
mals and the earth!). Behind 
our house is approximately 
300 plus acres that was owned 
by Exxon and then sold to 
some or other greedy develop- 
ers. The area is teeming with 
wildlife, and I have been do- 
ing everything I can to save 
this land. Presently, the land 
is zoned for commercial de- 
velopment, and the present 
owners are trying to get it 
switched to residential as resi- 
dents have been furious about 
the possibility of commercial 
development. I do not want 
any development. So much of 
the land in this town is de- 
stroyed daily, and yet there 
are so many empty stores. 
But it is always about dollars, 
as usual, and zero thought 
for the animals. I have writ- 
ten to attorneys — no one has 
been prepared to help. This is 
something that needs full tiftie 
commitment, and I am unable 
to give it 100 percent as I work 
and do animal rights stuff as 
well. Do you know any envi- 
ronmental attorneys willing 
to help — willing to stop the 
destruction? I have no idea 
where all the deer, raccoons, 
opossums, skunks and many 
others will go when the devel- 
opers start their destruction. 
Sincerely, 

— Earth Animal Defender 


Dear Earth Animal Defender, 

I must say, your letter came as 
a breath of fresh air on a crisp 
winter's morning, but what's a 
crisp winter's morning without 
the ashes of development blow- 
ing away in the wind. I must ad- 
mit, if you want a lawyer, you're 
barking up the wrong tree with 
me. I understand your commit- 
ment as much as I understand 
your frustration, and my ad- 
vice is, if you haven't had luck 
finding lawyers yet, dump the 
search for the starched collars. 
Unless the big liberal groups are 
ready to join you, it's not worth 
the effort. It's time to get your 
hands dirty! 

I'm assuming that, like any 
good eco-defender, you've gone 
to the town hall meetings, 
you've talked the subject up to 
your friends until you're blue 
in the face, and by now, you've 
probably resorted to the compa- 
ny of trees — who probably seem 
much more understanding at 
this point. Surely, though, your 
dedication has' amassed a list 
of contacts who share your dis- 
sent — you may have even visit- 
ed the local infoshop and given 
a talk there about this crisis, or 
put out a call to your area for an 
EF! group (hopefully, if there's 
not a band of rabble-rousers or- 
ganizing yet, you can put a fire 
under their asses). Ideally, you 
have found several other folks 
interested in supporting you, 


and you have formed an affinity 
group around a common pur- 
pose. These contacts are key for 
what you are going to accom- 
plish in the not-too-distant fu- 
ture! There's a time for petitions 
and calling city hall, and a time 
for direct action. 

The first step to a good old 
fashioned eco-campaign is dis- 
semination, and nothing shows 
off the dignity of the Earth like 
a banner drop. Primitive writ- 
ing is a plus, as you paint an 
incendiary slogan on a patch- 
work banner of drop-cloths, 
bedsheets and other available 
recycled materials. "Stop the 
Development" might turn some 
heads, for instance, but the kids 
today love more catchy slogans. 
Either way, you will be rewarded 
for your small interruption of 
the daily mill. 

Make your presence known to 
the developers by locking them 
out of their own office. If you 
think their office is too remote, 
try locking down to one of their 
financial backers. Now, lets all 
reach into our back pockets 
and pull out our Earth First! Di- 
rect Action Manual. Skip past all 
that stuff about affinity groups 
and legal issues, and open up to 
page 51: here's the stuff that'll 
help you plan your lock down. 
You can lock your neck to just 
about anything using Kryp- 
tonite U-locks. Consider getting 
your affinity group together to 
occupy the office's lobby, form- 
ing a human octopus by lock- 
ing each others' necks together 
in a circle. If you have a little 


extra time to plan, lock boxes 
might be a better way to go. 
A lock box is a steel-pipe, cut 
for two people, sitting or lying 
side by side, to chain their arms 
together within a protective 
casing. Lock boxes have been 
used throughout the 1990s and 
2000s, because they are more 
difficult to saw through than 
U-locks or exposed chains. Of 
course, the Direct Action Manual 
goes into more detail about su- 
per lock boxes, locking down to 
cars, and creating road-blocks. 
All of that stuff may work out 
for you in the future, but for 
now, lets move on to our final 
step. If you want to help with 
these actions but aren't sure 
about locking down, remember 
that legal support and police li- 
aisons and medics are crucial to 
your success. 

If you've tried everything, 
and the public aint acting or 
the state aint buying it, come 
find me when you're ready to 
occupy some land! 

Dear Ned Ludd has been an 
irregular column in the EF!J for 
many years, and the material in 
the book Ecodefense largely comes 
from this space. It serves as a fo- 
rum for the discussion of creative 
and diverse means to effectively 
defend the Earth. Neither the EF! 
movement nor the EF!] necessarily 
encourages anyone to do the things 
discussed on this page, which 
should not be legally construed as 
anything other than mindless en- 
tertainment. Please write to Ned 
via the EF! J with your top tips on 
ecodefense. 




AMP Coal Plant Construction Canceled 

The proposed construction of an Ameri- 
can Municipal Power (AMP) coal plant in 
Racine, Ohio, was cancelled on November 
25. The AMP Ohio corporate office in Co- 
lumbus was the target of the Earth First! 
post-Round River Rendezvous action on July 
7, 2008, where 100 EFIers assembled — of 
these, four locked down and two ascended 
the flag polls out front — delivering messag- 
es via chants, songs, banners and signs (see 
EF! J September-October 2008). Residents 
of Meigs County had opposed this project 
since its proposal in 2006 due to its nega- 
tive effects on their health (from the result- 
ing pollution) and local electric rates. AMP 
and its members decided to cancel the plans 
when it was determined construction costs 
would be too high, having increased in the 
past six months from around $3 billion to 
more than $4 billion. 

Coal Slurry News 

On May 11 the US Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency (EPA) signed an administrative 
order agreeing to oversee the clean up the 
toxic coal ash in Roane County, Tennes- 
see. The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) 
was responsible for the December 22, 2008, 
spill, in which an excess of five million cubic 
yards of coal slurry flowed into the Emory 
River and the surrounding countryside, de- 
stroying several homes (see EF!] March- April 
2009). Since the order was signed, the EPA 
approved TVA's plan to dredge the Emory 
River and transfer the ash to a more "eco- 
logically friendly" resting place — a landfill 
in Alabama. Beginning in August, a 1.5 mile 
section of the river has been closed as the 
slurry is removed with heavy equipment 
only to relocate it elsewhere. 


RNC "Milwaukee 3" Sentencing 

Two of the "Milwaukee 3" defendants 
were sentenced on November 10 and Chris- 
tina Vana and Karen Meissner each got sev- 
en years of probation, eight hours of com- 
munity service each month for two years, a 
$100 finij and an order to pay standard court 
fees. Although they were fortunate to avoid 
spending any more time in jail, during the 
next seven years, they will have to abide by 
restrictive conditions, including obtaining 
permission to leave Minnesota and partici- 
pating in whatever educational or vocational 
programming that is required. As is usual in 
felony cases, DNA samples were also taken. 
The issue of restitution will remain open for 
90 days. 

Judge Teresa Warner decided to dole out 
a lengthy probation and community service 
instead of a jail sentence because she thought 
it to be more useful for rehabilitation. War- 
ner stated that a jail sentence could be com- 
pleted relatively quickly, while a long proba- 
tion with extended supervision will provide 
plenty of time for them to see the conse- 
quences of their actions. Warner's audacity 
to imply that being incarcerated is "easy" is 
unreal, and her decision to sentence Chris- 
tina and Karen in a more vindictive motion 
clearly represents what the "justice" system 
is all about — controlling people's lives and 
establishing authority over them. 

British Columbia Doesn't Want Gate- 
way's Truckin' Freeways 

In East Vancouver on December 7, around 
50 folks from across the region showed up to 
shut down construction at a Gateway site. 
The Gateway Project is a $10 billion freeway 
and port expansion that will replace indig- 
enous lands, homes, farmland and wildlife 


with pavement in the interest of furthering 
Canada's global endeavors (see EF! /July- Au- 
gust 2009). Despite the below-freezing tem- 
peratures throughout the evening, protesters 
kept warm dancing, climbing equipment, 
and enjoying pizza and hot chocolate sent 
by supporters who were unable to attend. 
Police made threats, but no arrests were 
made and work was halted for four hours. 
Visit www.gatewaysucks.org, for additional 
updates. 

On the 1-69 Arrests of Summer 2008 

There is finally an end in sight for those 
arrested nearly two years ago in southern In- 
diana (see EF! /September-October 2008). Of 
the eight arrestees from the June 20, 2008 
treesit eviction, three pleaded guilty to mis- 
demeanors, leading to jail time for one per- 
son (whose two felonies were reduced); two 
were acquitted of misdemeanors; another 
person's charges were dropped out of court, 
because the cops forgot to sign her arrest 
papers; and one trial in November led to 
another activist's conviction on two misde- 
meanors, though one charge was dropped. 
The final arrestee will— at last — go to trial on 
January 8. 

Of the folks who were arrested at the June 
and July 2008 lockdowns at Gohmann As- 
phalt and Construction (GAC), 11 signed 
plea agreements in August 2009, admitting 
to trespass, while other charges, includ- 
ing conversion and resisting arrest, were 
dropped; on March 29 one more will likely 
take the same plea. One arrestee is scheduled 
for a progress hearing on January 14 and will 
potentially join two others in trial on March 
25. There is still an active restraining order . 
on all of the lockdown arrestees and they are 
still fighting a lawsuit filed by GAC. 
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Unsettling Minnesota An introduction 


By Courtney 

Unsettling Minnesota (UM) is a collective in Minneapolis that 
formed in the spring of 2009. We were initially brought together 
by a class called, "Dakota Decolonization: Solidarity Education for 
Allies," taught at the Twin Cities Experimental College (EXCO). 
At this point we are comprised of people of European descent; we 
work to support Dakota-led struggles for liberation, justice and de- 
colonization. 

So far, one of our main projects has been putting together, "Un- 
settling Ourselves: Reflections and Resources for Deconstructing 
Colonial Mentality," a source book that includes history, analysis, 
and persynal essays on everything from how rape culture and co- 
lonialism intersect to eco-defense and spiritual appropriation. 

Our hope is for the compiled works to be an active 
reference for those who want to unravel colonial 
mentalities and their subsequent institutions. 

UM will continue to use it for these exact 
purposes. 

UM advocates that social transforma- 
tion can only take place if some of us 
who identify as settlers get up and 
get out of the way, so to speak. That 
doesn't mean inaction — it means 
understanding our privileges. It 
also means having a relationship 
with our privileges and open- 
ing a new dialogue so we can 
better know our roles and our 
places here on this continent. 

UM's actions come from the 
understanding that we are here 
because of genocide. Dakota 
people are still displaced on their 
land and treated as substandard 
citizens, or worse. That reality 
doesn't go away. Part of our work 
is to identify and unlearn our own 
colonial disposition and behavior. It 
is this sort of mind-set that manifests 
in white supremacy, class privilege and 
normalized hetero-patriarchy. The inter- 
nal work feels like baby steps at times — es- 
pecially when we look around and there is so 
much to be done externally. Still, it is fundamental 
to enact transformative justice and to know our place 
in revolutionary struggles for justice and decolonization. The 
solidarity education that came out of the initial EXCO class made 
these points very clear. 

Solidarity education has come up in our own internal group 
structure. Part of our goal as aspiring allies is to be very solid in 
our own group's culture. Even the formation of UM has been a 
major un/learning process. If our desire is to be good allies to 
indigenous communities, then we must also be allies to otirselves 
across class, gender, race, and age. Part of our solidarity work, then, 
also includes cultivating positive settler identities and creating a 
sustainable culture of accountability. For me, it's a balancing act 
of challenging assumptions and thinking critically while we make 
space to learn and grow from our collectively-socialized ways of 
interacting with the history, culture and people our ancestors 
oppressed through colonization. 

Transformation of society doesn't happen if we're operating 
from the same base of assumptions that were bred into us by 
our capitalist, colonial society. Doing the internal work of un- 
derstanding and defining our own identities — how our privileges 
and learned assumptions play out — and then unlearning and dis- 
mantling them, is essential. It informs the actions we take. We are 


working toward action. So that's why the source book was such a 
major project for us. 

Some of the actions our group has taken — and these are things 
that can happen anywhere — is what Waziyatawin, the leading voice 
in the local Dakota decolonization movement, calls "truthtelling." 
Waziyatawin describes truthtelling in her book, What Does Justice 
Look Like?, Living Justice Press, 2008. 

Fort Snelling, just south of Minneapolis, is a place of particular 
importance because it is a site where Dakota people were held in 
concentration camp. It is also the location of a mass hanging of 38 
Dakota men at the hands of colonial generals by order of then Presi- 
dent, Abraham Lincoln, in 1862. The Minnesota Historical Society 
frequently offers tours at Fort Snelling, except that they won't use 
the term genocide and don't mention it was a concentration 
camp. The tour barely pays homage to the fact that 
people were hung there. A couple of times, UM 
went to ask prodding questions. Adding our 
voices to the tour guide's, we provided the 
factual information about what actually 
took place there, and that, since Dakota 
people still live here and want their 
land back, its return to the Dakota 
would be a step toward justice. It is, 
of course, rightfully theirs. A part of 
solidarity work is being vocal about 
truthtelling — or mythbusting, if 
you will. What we have today is 
largely a society of people operat- 
ing, from the basis of false history 
and false identity, a hallmark of 
our successfully colonialized US 
culture. It enforces the idea that 
settler presence — and the settler 
state — is legitimate. 

In Minneapolis, streets, neigh- 
borhoods and even stores all over 
the city are named after army gen- 
erals — Ramsey, for example — many 
whom are responsible for the deaths 
of Dakota. Some of us involved in Un- 
settling Minnesota plan on embarking 
on the proctess of removing these names 
from our streets and other shared spaces. 

As settler-identified individuals we feel that 
we can do our best to learn the history as it was ex- 
perienced and work to raise awareness, but that in itself 
still isn't justice. For those involved in UM, land restoration is 
a part of our intentional work to be an ally in the Dakota Oyate's 
effort to take back what was wrongfully stolen from them. 

During the Fall of 2009, much of our focus went into planning 
and organizing a fundraiser event called, An Eve of Reparations. So 
far we have raised $2,000 that will go toward purchasing land in 
southern Minnesota for a Dakota-led land project, traditional wild 
rice and sugar bush camps and cultural center. The project will fo- 
cus on pairing Dakota youth with elders in learning language and 
other traditional life-ways. , 

We've been in contact with other local groups who share similar 
desires to uhderstand settler privilege and the illegitima cy o f the 
settler and colonizer state. We are working to network and build 
a broader movement of support and — hopefully, someday — ally- 
ship. Because, we feel, that you can't just claim ally-ship. Those 
you want to be an ally to must claim you. 

"Unsettling Ourselves: Reflections and Resources for Decon- 
structing Colonial Mentality," source book is available online 
http://tinyurl.com/unsettlingMNbook, of which the cover art ap- 
pears on this page, courtesy of a member of Unsettling Minne- 
sota. Email the collective at unsettlingmn@gmail.com. 



Unsettling Minnesota Points of Unity 


Unsettling Minnesota shares these points of unity to guide our af- 
finity and activism. 

1) AH people not indigenous to North America who are living on 
this continent are settlers on stolen land. In particular, the vast land 
base surrounding the confluence of the Mississippi and Minnesota 
rivers is the homeland of the Dakota Oyate — the original people of 
this land. We acknowledge that the state of Minnesota was founded 
through genocide and colonization of indigenous peoples— which 
continues today and from which settlers directly benefit. 

2) All settlers do not benefit equally from the settler-colonial state, 
nor did all settlers emigrate here of their own free will. Specifically, 
we see slavery, hetero-patriarchy, white supremacy, market imperial- 
ism and capitalist class structures as some of the primary tools of 
colonization. These phenomena divide communities and determine 
peoples' relative access to power. Therefore, anti-oppression solidar- 
ity between settler communities is necessary for decolonization. 
We work to build anti-colonial movements that actively combat all 
forms of oppression. 

3) We . acknowledge that settlers are not entitled to live on this 
land. We accept that decolonization means the revitalization of Da- 
kota sovereignty, as well as an end to settler domination of life, lands 
and peoples in Dakota territories. All decisions regarding human in- 


teraction with this land base— including those who live on it, are 
rightfully those of the Dakota Oyate and the Oceti Sakowin. 

4) As settlers and non-Dakota people acting in solidarity, it is 
our responsibility to proactively challenge and dismantle colonial- 
ist thought and behavior in the communities in which we identify 
ourselves to be part. As people within communities that maintain 
and benefit from colonization, we are intimately positioned to do 
this work. 

5) We understand that allies cannot be self-defined; they must 
be claimed by the people with whom they seek to ally. We organize 
our solidarity efforts around direct communication, responsiveness 
and accountability to Dakota people fighting for decolonization 
and liberation. 

6) We are committed to dismantling all systems of oppression, 
whether they are found in institutional power structures, interper- 
sonal relationships or within ourselves. Individually and as a collec- 
tive, we work compassionately to support each other through these 
processes. Participation in struggle requires each of us to engage in 
both solidarity and our own liberation — to be accountable for all of 
our privileges, while also struggling for liberation from internalized 
and/or experienced oppression. We seek to build a healthy culture of 
resistance, accountability, and sustenance. 
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barebones 


Dakota Land Siezed by the IRS 

The Dakota of Crow Creek 
Reservation in Minnesota have 
occupied their land in defiance 
of a federal scheme to snatch it. 
Owing $3 million in taxes, due 
to faulty advice from the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs, the Dakota 
had their land seized by the IRS 
and auctioned off for a portion 
of its real value. Developers are 
especially excited because this 
land has prime wind-power 
potential, but the Dakota have 
other ideas! Call Tribal Chair- 
man Secretary, Carol Quilt at 
(605) 245-2221, or visit http:// 

WWW.PETmONONLINE.COM/ CROWCREEK, 

if you'd like to help the Dakota 
in their fight for their land. 

Anti-Mining Organizer 
Murdered 

On November 27, Mariano 
Abarca, one of the most promi- 
nent organizers in the resis- 
tance to mining in Chiapas, 
Mexico was shot in front of 
his home. Previous to Abar- 
ca's murder, his life had been 
threatened by employees of 
Blackfire, a Canadian mining 
company that owns and oper- 
ates an open-pit barium mine. 
Local authorities supposedly 
tried to protect Abarca in the last 
days of his life— their short-corn-'* 
ings cost him his life and were 
clearly in alliance with the pow- 
erful mining company. Abarca 
was a part of a large opposition 
to mining in Chiapas. Last sum- 
mer, Abarca and the Mexican 
Network of People Affected by 
Mining (REMA) blockaded a 
highway to prevent Blackfire 
trucks from passage in protest 
of the mining company's abuse 
of their water resources and the 
pollution that affects their crops. 
REMA also staged an encamp- 
ment last July in front of the 
Canadian Embassy in Mexico 
City. Since the World Bank- 


rate media 20 years ago. Today it 
remains more commonly known 
to the public than the Tennessee 
Valley Authority (TVA) spill that 
happened in December 2008 



(eight times larger than the Val- 
dez spill). Almost eleven mil- 
lion gallons of oil poured from 
the rig after it hit a reef in the 
Valdez Narrows in Alaska. The 
Spill Trustee Council will not 
define the sound as recovered 
until all species harmed by the 
spill have returned. 

Bio-warfare on Our Public 
Lands , 

The Oregon Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) is proposing 
to increase toxic herbicide use 
on BLM public lands in Oregon 
from about 17,000 acres herbi- 
cide a year to almost three times 
as much — 45,000 acres a year, 
in an effort to control invasive 
plants. Most of the herbicides 
proposed for use are highly toxic 
to native, non-targeted plants. ’ 
They are known ground-water 



manadated "Mexico Mining 
Sector Restructuring Project" 
10 years ago, a strong opposi- 
tion has developed in Chiapas. 

Twenty Years After Exxon 
Valdez Spill 

It's been 20 years since the 
Exxon Valdez spill and full re ; 
covery has not been reinstated. 
One of the most devastating nat- 
ural disasters, the Exxon Valdez 
spill was well-covered by corpo- 


Abarca prior to his assasanation. 

contaminants, and the herbi- 
cides will most likely damage 
food and threaten wildlife. The 
Blue Mountain Biodiversity 
Project, among many others, 
has been fighting the BLM and 
its efforts to poison the land. 

Tribal Government Claims 
That We Are Their Threat 
Former President of the Navajo 
Nation, Joe Shirley, was recently 
quoted stating that environmental 


activists are a threat to tribal sov- 
ereignty. Shirley was working in 
cahoots with coal thieves, such 
as Peabody Energy, in exchange 
for measly jobs and ultimately 
for the waste and de- 
struction of Navajo 
land — land that is 
being protected by 
the Indigenous com- 
munities that still 
thrive there. Coal 
mining will contin- 
ue to threaten sacred 
places until we make 
it stop. 

The Unsustainable 
West 

Government offi- 
cials in the Las Vegas 
and Phoenix regions 
of the West are look- 
ing for sources of 
water and elec- 
tricity to serve their 
energy-starved, un- 
sustainable cities. Los 
Angeles also joins 
these cities in their 
effort to privatize and monop- 
olize the land and resources 
where Indigenous communities 
are resisting development. The 
Navajo Transmission Project, 
which has been in the works 
for 18 years, proposes a massive 
extraction of resources, such as 
coal and natural gas from Navajo 
territory. Another project, one 
that has spent two decades in 
the making, is a proposal (nearly 
completed in its victory) for Las 
Vegas to own the water fights 
to half of the Snake Valley in 
the Great Basin desert of Utah. 
Water is on the rise, wherever it 
can be privatized. 

Bad News Nukes 
In Braceville, Illinois, tritium 
has been released into the 
ground for more than three 
years. During this time period, 
six million gallons of chronic 
tritium has leaked into the 
groundwater and atmosphere 
in Braceville. The chemical is 
heavily radioactive, though 
the operators of the Exelon 
reactor claim that the release 
does not pose a threat to the 
environment or public health. 
It is, however, a radiation haz- 
ard when inhaled or ingested 
via food or water, or absorbed 
through the skin. 

When Will the Wild be Left 
Roadless 

What was once the most wide- 
spread campaign to protect US 
wild spaces, the Roadless Area 
Conservation Rule is once again 
on the chopping block. A judge 
in Wyoming, just shy of retire- 
ment, appears to be disregard- 
ing the crucial tipping point our 
environment is resting upon. He 
recently issued a series of rul- 
ings against the current road- 
less statutes, which can only 
mean one thing: Big Industry 
is interested in a path free of 


obstacles. While 30 percent 
of our national forests remain 
roadless, some 386,000 miles 
of roads exist and continue to 
allow pollution and erosion to 
threaten delicate animal and 
plant species. 

A Small Concession for the 
Everyday Destruction 
The Forest Service Legacy 
Roads and Trails Remediation 
Initiative secured $90 mil- 
lion — $50 million more than 
last year's budget. The new 
increase in funding will be used 
to rebuild what the Bush Admin- 
istration helped destroy of our 
national forest roads. Wildlands 
CPR, based out of Missoula, MT, 
has been working on a roads 
recovery plan, an essential pro- 
gram to help protect threatened 
endangered salmon and clean 
drinking water for thousands of 
communities and wildlife that 
depend on large blocks of intact 
habitat to survive. 

New Roads for GMOs 
Industrialized agriculture 
is creeping further across the 
lands. Biotech industries are 
getting their hands dirty with 
the Global Food Security Act, 
which is supposed to double the 
amount of support given to the 
world's one billion subsistence 
farmers. Essentially, this would 



be a way to dispose of unwanted 
agricultural surpluses on poor 
farmers. While Austria, France, 
Greece, Hungary, Germany and 
Luxembourg ban the cultivation 
of genetically modified (GM) 
food completely, and the Euro- 
pean Union holds some of the 
toughest legislation on GM crops 
in the world, Turkey has passed 
new legislation to allow imports 
and exports of GM crops, a con- 
tract they recently signed with 
the US. 

In Other GMO News... 

Just for the record, GM sugar 
beets have been commercially 
farmed since 2006 and currently 
produce 95 percent of the sugar 
grown in the US. Candy giants 
Hershey's and Mars are the main 
growers of the GM beets, but this 
could change. A judge in Califor- 
nia has ruled that the Department 
of Agriculture approved the crop 
before there was a full environmen- 
tal impact statement to assess how 
Monsanto's Roundup Ready sugar 
beets will affect groundwater, soil 
and native species. 
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Clear as cut glass & just as dangerous 


John Calvin's Ghost 


Orientation 


Oil and gas companies from the U.S., Canada, Russia and 
Denmark are circling the Arctic like scavengers circling 
a wounded animal anticipating its death, exposing 
petroleum riches hitherto buried beneath Arctic ice. 


Wheeling in the post-spring storm sky 
Ravens and magpies furl the black cape of 
death 

Above an elk carcass swollen grey in snow. 

Great bear grizzly feeding 

Hungry, demanding scavenger 

Massive like King Kong 

Traverses the hillside 

With the swiftness of an ocean-gone ship. 

Wind harnessed to its back. 

Then rolls in the snow 
Enormous claws slashing in the air. 

Rocks giddily back and forth 
On the joy of the elk's life. 

The late spring. 

Deep, wet snow 
And most of all 
The open land 

Where things can still happen 
Completely. 


Mother Earth isn't dying at once, but as a diabetic, a part 
at a time. The Arctic is the first to go, thus the vultures. 
Mother is dying from the greed of her children. 


Scientists predict inundation of Pacific Islands, Bangladesh 
and half of Florida. Killer droughts in Africa. Drying rivers 
in India, China and Vietnam due to disappearing glaciers 
in the Himalayas. All a boon for disaster capitalists. 


This all happens to the preterite, not the chosen, in the 
Calvinistic corporate view. The chosen will be raptured to a 
gated community guarded by Blackwater Security. The 
Valhalla 

for corporate warriors. 


The chosen will live on with the approval of the strange God 
they believe in, and think he believes in them, while 
immigrants 

from the South clamor at the gate for work. Price evicted 
from their land by low priced com produced by agribusiness. 


-Jenny McBride 


The revenant of John Calvin lives on in every corporate 
structure. It is the driving force of the rapacious corporate 
faith and philosophy. It is the real ghost in the machine. 


The Mystery 


something calls us out of our houses 
toward a place of deeper shadows, 
through undulating moonlit fields, 
past vulture roost in eucalyptus. 


where roots reach in wet black soil 
and this night again we stand 
by the creek that ran through childhood 
where darkness is still alive. 


where the waters of fear and love 

snake trembling through the streambed night, 

where bare limbs are antler dancers 

and the stars look back with bright buck-eyes. 


something rustles the underbrush, 
a wind pushes back branches — 
while more silently than owl wings 
the dew stores up its blessings 


I Know You Wild Skykomish 


I know you wild Skykomish River I know you 
glaciers melting in the warm spring air 
and you - rushing down the mountain full of snowmelt 
roaring and shaking the ground, the granite boulders, 
the granite mountains 


•Kirk Lumpkin 


I know where you come from my wild Skykomish 
deep in the turquoise heart of translucent ice caves 
following a serpentine trail through the grandfather hemlocks 
past carpets of tiny liberty cap mushrooms 
glistening like jewels in the dew 

I come to you when I’m done with the rushing traffic, 
the clatter of machines, the rough scream of chain saws, 
the endless slap slap slapping of my windowshield wipers 

I come to you my wild Skykomish 
and touch my soul again. 


I know you too my wild Skykomish 
wide and quiet in a mountain meadow 
flanked by a million tiny flowers 
singing in the dawn with crystal notes 
murmuring through starry nights 


all rights reserved 
to the authors 


Send poems to 
Warrior Poets Society 
F.O. Box 14501 
Berkeley tTA 94712-5501 


-Rebecca Swan 
May 2008 
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The Ballad of Macho B 


OF THE GRAY WOLF 

How Delisting Species Endangers Their Ability to Prosper 


BY GR1ZZEMILY & S@SH@ 

The gray wolf is an awesome 
form of life that originated 
300,000 years ago and survived 
the ice age. However, due to the 
expansion of human popula- 
tion, gray wolves had all but dis- 
appeared from the US by 1974. 
That year, the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act granted privileges to the 
gray wolf, and its population 
has gradually recovered. Today, 
There are an estimated 4,000 
gray wolves thriving in the West- 
ern Great Lakes region, 1,300 in 
the Rockies and around 8,000 in 
Alaska. Even still, the gray wolf is 
fragile and threatened by human 
intervention. For this reason, 
federal courts struck down three 
attempts by the Bush adminis- 
tration to remove gray wolves 
from the endangered species list. 

Facing tooth-and-nail oppo- 
sition from groups like the Na- 
tional Resource Defense Fund 
and Defenders of. Wildlife, the 
Bush administration failed 
three times to grant its cadre of 
ranchers and farmers the right 
to hunt down and mercilessly 
slaughter packs of gray wolves.. 
In a final act of cowardly back- 
biting that any wolf would 
snarl at, Bush pulled a cut and 
run, one foot out of the door 
of the White House,, delisting 
gray wolves .one more time in 
2009. And wouldn't you know 
it, the new Obama administra- 
tion, under the Secretary of the 
Interior Ken Salazar's leadership, 
upheld Bush's atrocious war 
against wolves (see EF! J May- 
June 2009). 

Federal protection of the gray 
wolves in the Western Great 


Lakes region was reinstated on 
July 1, after a lawsuit challeng- 
ing the ruling was won. How- 
ever, their kin to the west are 
not as fortunate. Although, only 
200 breeding wolves exist in the 
Northern Rockies, Idaho and 
Montana have officially initiated 
a wide-scale, regional wolf hunt. 

Idaho and Montana have 
set quotas for the number of 
wolves to be shot as trophy 
game, to supposedly manage 
their populations. Neither state 
takes into account that the alpha 
animals within a pack are usual- 
ly the only ones who breed, thus 
self-regulating their population. 
Idaho extended its wolf-hunt- 
ing season three months longer 
than planned, through March 
2010, to reach its kill quota of 
220. This extension could have 
devastatingly negative effects 
on Idaho's wolf population, 
considering mating season is 
between January and April. Con- 
versely, Montana's quota of 75 
was nearly .fulfilled two weeks 
prior to the end of their wolf- 
hunting season, causing it to be 
closed early. In addition to per- 
mitted hunting, virtually limit- 
less killing in Idaho, Montana 
and Wyoming is excused if hu- 
mans feel themselves or their 
livestock are threatened. 

Any jerk who wants to win 
a trophy for having a big gun 
simply has to go to the Fish and 
Wildlife Department to obtain 
the proper permit and license to 
kill. For residents of each state, 
the fee for a hunting license is 
around $10, a permit to take a 
wolf's life is $19 in Montana and 
$11.50 in Idaho; tags for non- 
residents cost $350 in Montana 


and $186 in Idaho. Even though 
the state gives these amazing 
creatures a very low monetary 
value, a definite motivation for 
the hunts is to generate revenue. 
Montana collected $325,859 for 
their state license fund, selling 
15,600 wolf-hunting permits 
in their shortened season. At 
the beginning of the season, the 
Idaho Fish and Game Commis- 
sion estimated that 70,000 per- 
mits would be sold, which would 
bring in upwards of $805,000. 

The rarest form of gray wolf, 
the Mexican gray wolf, exists in 
the Southwestern states of New 
Mexico and Arizona. Ironically, 
it is fortunate they are still bred 
in captivity, hence giving them 
protection. Under the anti-wolf 
administration of the Mexican 
Wolf Adaptive Management 
Oversight Committee (AMOC), 
the population has dwindled 
from 102 wolves in 2006 to 52 
in January 2009. Outraged over 
the mishandling of the Mexican 
gray wolf, conservationists filed 
suit. On November 13, in an out 
of court settlement, the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service repossessed 
jurisdiction from AMOC. 

Today, conservation groups 
like the Center for Biological 
Diversity see the November set- 
tlement as "a pivotal step in the 
right direction" for the Mexican 
gray wolf, a recovery on the way 
to rewilding the species and fur- 
ther creating protections under 
the Endangered Species Act. 
In the Northern Rockies, sev- 
eral conservation groups have 
an ongoing lawsuit putting 
pressure on the courts to rein- 
state federal, protection for the 
wolves in this region. 


he was looking for a lady jaguar; 

he had come up north to see 

if there were any ladies 

for a jaguar such as he. 

he had come up desert canyons, 

and slipped through desert draws; 

he was young and liked adventure, 

and had time on his paws. 

by night and the stars he hunted; 

he rested during the day; 

he knew how to keep well hidden, 

or so the papers say. 

yet a stationary camera 

took his picture as he passed; 

and all the wildlife biologists said, 

"there's a jaguar here — at last!" 

for they knew that down in mexico 

the mighty cats still roamed, 

and they figured that arizona 

wasn't that different from their home. 

sure, there had been sightings — 

early in the century — 

but no one had seen one in a while, 

till along came Macho B. 

for that was the name they gave him — 

it's silly, and that's a fact — 

yet that was the name they gave him, 

and they couldn't take it back. 

all the reporters loved it, 

the wildlife biologists too; 

so Macho B's reputation 

just grew and grew and grew. 

yet humans also are hunters, 

of a grim and deadly sort; 

and sometimes they hunt for science, 

and sometimes they hunt for sport. 

the hunter becomes the hunted, 

and then a casualty; 

and That, dear friends, i'm afraid is 

what happened to Macho B. 

somebody set a trap out — 

we don't know who, just where — 

ostensibly for lions, 

of maybe to catch a bear. 

at least, that was their story 

they related on the phone— 

they neglected to say the bait was 

a female jaguar's pheromone. 

after months and months of hunting 

for a female with which to mate, 

Macho B thought he smelled one — 

and fell for the treacherous bait. 

he approached the trap without caution; 

his hormones were running wild; 

the thought he had found a mate at last 

had him totally beguiled. 

he was caught! and in an Instant 

he knew he had made a mistake; 

yet no matter how much he snarled and fought, 

from the trap he couldn't break. 

they decided to euthanized him; 

they said he was sick and old; 

they said it was for his own good— 

'least, that was the'story they told, 
america's only jaguar 
seen in 30 years, or more — 
just another casualty 
in the humans vs. wildlife war. 
so when you're eating your dinner, 
and listening to the six o'clock news, 
and you hear all the commentators 
tell the stories and give their views, 
let your mind drift down to the desert, 
now less wild than it ought to be — 
and resolve that you'll tell your co-workers 
the story of Macho B. 


— Dennis Fritzinger 


Macho B was the last known jaguar in the US, un- 
til it was euthanized in March 2009 following a 
botched capture by the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department. Department officials blamed kidney 
failure due to old age, but independent forensic 
analysis indicated that the tranquilizing drug 
used in the capture procedure likely led to the big 
cat's death. The Center for Biological Diversity has 
sued the Department to prevent any further cap- 
ture of jaguars in the US, and also sued the federal 
government under the Endangered Species Act to 
force development of a recovery plan that will 
ensure that all management decisions regarding 
the jaguar are based on the best available science. 
Randy Serraglio, concervation advocate at the Center 
for Biological Diversity, read this poem for accuracy. 
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Hopenhagen, What the Fuck!? How Climate Talks Turned into Mockery 


by The Insane Climate Posse 

December's Copenhagen climate con- 
ference failed before it even started. In 
the weeks leading up to the event, the 
African Group (Algeria, Nigeria, Kenya, 

Ethiopia, Gabon, and South Africa) 
made the position of the global south 
absolutely clear: any climate treaty re- 
quiring serious emissions cuts would 
face rejection unless wealthy nations 
offered adequate financial compensa- 
tion. Meanwhile, somewhere between 
50,000-100,000 demonstrators flocked 
to the city to protest the false solu- 
tions under-writing the conference. Also known 
as the Conference of Parties (COP15), The 15th 
Annual Climate Change Conference that took 
place from December 11-18 fell apart in one of 
the most embarrassing displays of police repres- 
sion and political blundering in recent history. In 
spite of the foolishness within the Bella Centre, 
where the talks took place, protesters could not 
shut down COP15 and neither could the African 
Group. COP15 failed because the developed world 
refuses to share its wealth for the greater good of 
the Earth. 

Two conflicts, in particular, divided the con- 
ference — the first is economic and the second is 
ecological. First, poor nations cannot afford to 
implement the proposed climate treaty without 
financial support, and second, the rich nations re- 
fused to provide financial support unless the poor 
agreed to insufficient emissions cuts. Calling 
this position "naked blackmail," Naomi Klein 
observed the beginning of "climate structural ad- 
justment," wherein developing nations sacrifice 
effective action for financial resources. 

Representing 18 percent of the world's popu- 
lation and 60 percent of the gross world prod- 
uct, the Group of Eight (G8) richest countries in 
the world refused to address concerns of poorer 
nations — namely, complaints about adhgmlg 
to Kyoto Protocol requirements and reforming 
the EU climate constitution— uptH'days into the 
climate talks, after the African Group walked 
out of the conference all together. The G8 also 
backed out on the originally agreed upon 80% 
cut in carbon emissions by 2050 (based on 1990 
levels), projecting a much slower start, with the 
EU conceding only 20-30 percent in cuts by 
2020, and the US insisting on an exiguous four 
percent cut over the next 10 years. These num 
bexs proved insulting to the Group of 77 (G77) 
poorer nations, which openly stated intentions 
of cutting global emissions 50 percent by 2050. 

The Copenhagen climate talks failed to meet 
any kind of standards, because the US used fi 
nance as leverage to swing their end of the bar 
gain. Although deep emissions cuts undermine 
the G8 model of "economic development 
forced on the G77 through debt, militarization, 
urbanization and land transformation, the G8 
seemed to expect developing countries to juggle 
ecological and economic expectations without 


justification, Then, plainclothes 
officers began to selectively 
arrest important spokespeople 
like Tadzfd Mueller of Climate 
Justice Ac-fion (CJA), portending 
1 a systematic campaign of media 
| control tip to and including as- 
| saultsdn international reporters. 
"S Amidst the continuous reign of 
| human rights abuse, Indyme- 
1 dia Denmark provided crucial 
| journalism from the ground 
~ dp. Meanwhile, the mainstream 
press spun the loom of insider 
Homeless clowns secretly run the show. discourse , ignoring most of the 

pie, police forced the protesters to kneel on frozen struggles in thd streets. 

pavement, where many of them waited for up to Regardless, the talks proved irrelevant long 
eight hours. Many protesters fainted, while others before the mainstream media turned its focus 
had to relieve themselves in their clothes in the - from the pretests. The politicians, scrambling 


sub-zero temperatures. 

Authorities held protesters without charges in 
cages within specially created "climate prisons," 
called Retorvej and Valby, referred to by police as 
"Guantanamo Junior." There, police met the com- 
plaints and cries of confused detainees with streams 
of pepper spray. After pepper spraying entire crowds 
of detained prisoners, police entered their cages, 


Regardless, the talks proved irrelevant long 
before the mainstream media turned its focus 
'from the pretests. The politicians, scrambling 
to hold each other accountable, played out the 
farcical masquerade of democracy. Meanwhile, 
the Copenhagen authorities continued to silence 
voices of dissent throughout the process, de- 
nying 15,000 delegates, civil society represen- 
tatives and journalists legal access to the talks 
by delaying applications and refusing valid ac- 
creditation. As disenfranchised delegates began 


pushed the detainees into a comer, and removed, -^fo join thejiro testers outside, it became increas 


their water to make them suffer for longer periods of 
time. Rockslide, a High Country Earth Firstler and 
Journal correspondent, counted among those who 
faced arcane conditions and sentences, including 
weeks of solitary confinement. 

In spite of mass arrests, protests persisted. A No Bor- 
ders demonstration came together, along with demps- 
under the names, "Stop the Production!" an^Syston 
Change Not Climate Change." LedJ^TMigenous 
groups like Via Campesina, whosc^erspective on ag- 



MM pQj‘ 



Reclaim the Power! on December 16 says, "No Deal, Assholes!” 
ricultural production and commercial consumption 
the G8 regularly ignore, protests drew attention 


ingly obvious that the only struggle that mat- 
tered was in the streets, where people marched 
to reclaim the city from the rootless elites. 

On December 16> between 200-500 delegates 
formed an "inside bloc," staging a walk out on 
CpPi5 from within the Centre as a "bike bloc" 
-'flooded the streets, and "blue" and "green" 
blocks formed a "Reclaim the Power!" protest. 
Hundreds of marchers penetrated roadblocks 
and avoided their pepper spray and batons, mov- 
ing on the Belle Centre, while the "inside bloc" 
burst out to join the People's Assembly forming 
outside. Unfortunately, police betrayed earlier 
promises to facilitate the meeting, heading both 
groups off, using their batons to beat back the 
non-violent civilians and delegates alike. While 
a few activists remained inside the Belle Centre 
overnight on an extended sit-in and fast, most 
convened later at the People's Assembly for a 
rally against false solutions. 

Further demonstrations, involving thousands 
of protesters, continued throughout the rest of 
the talks. Although minor acts of sabotage oc- 
curred over the week — most notably, activists 
glued Chevron's office locks shut and spread red 
paint over the walls — nearly all of the protesters 
arrested suffered for non-violent assemblies. 

Desperate to reach an agreement and save face, 
President Obama wrangled with Chinese Prime 
Minister Wen, to come up with a final proposals 
The Obama- Wen proposal indicated no standards 
for emissions cuts, and inexplicably brought the 
US's offer of $100 billion to finance the developing 
world down to $30 billion. In fact, the proposal 
annihilated every single fundamental principle 
of COP15. Obama led the charge, celebrating the 
proposal as "unprecedented," and the mainstream 


asking questions. To wit, since COP1 5 authorized to the insufficiency of the corporate structures media followed suit, posting instant reports of a 
only corporate false solutions, and admitted an entertained by COP15. A strategy of separating miraculous deal in spite of the fact that only 30 
"inevitable" two-degree centigrade increase in protesters into a massive "blue block" and a smaller, out of 192 countries had even read the proposal, 
global temperature from the start, it already ex- agile "green block" went into effect with better results. Fuming over the total circumvention of the ple- 
hibited a work of "climate cynicism," to which However, the repression continued, as police made ag- nary process, the G77 joined the voices of Climate 
the attempted bribery only added frustration, gressive incursions into Christiania, a squatted "free Justice Action and other non-profits in protest 
Protesters, descending on the conference with town" within Copenhagen, under the cover of night, against the pretend climate agreement. Unable 
chants like, "our climate is not your business," breaking through burning barricades, shooting tear to pass the proposal, the assembly officially "took 
and, "climate justice now," echoed concerns gas into surprised crowds, dispersing rallies, blocking note of the dei," and the talks ended. In spite of 
that the G8's lip service about cuts in emissions off entrances and exits to the area, unleashing police headlines like "Deal Agreed Amid Chaos" and "We 
only pay heed to a system that expects to fail. attack dogs and searching everyone around the pe- have a Deal on Climate Change," there is no deal!- 

Police set the tone early, enforcing strict con- rimeter. By the morning of Tuesday, December 15, As protests wrapped up, it became clear that 
trol over Denmark's borders, and, in Copenha- dubbed "agriculture action day" by organizers, the the demonstration of popular dissent in Copen- 
gen, targeting street medics for arrest during climate prisons held over 1,600 people. hagen exposed both the strengths and weak- 

opening protests on December 11. The next dayj As Copenhagen transformed into the police state nesses of mass mobilization. No deal would have 
Mobilization for Climate Justice (MCJ) rallies, so familiar to seasoned G8 protesters, the talks stopped the corporations, and if anyone suc- 
along with a December 12 International Day within the Belle Centre fell apart. Chairman of the ceeded beyond the government charade, the pro- 
of Action demonstration and a Flood for Cli- G77 delegation, Sudanese diplomat, Lumumba Di- testers exposed repression through magnificent 
mate Justice demonstration, amassed upwards Aping stated, "it has become clear that the Danish movement building. As Ian Fry, a representative 
of 100,000 participants. Filling the streets with presidency — in the most undemocratic fashion — is of the small Pacific island-nation of Tuvalu put it, 
banners, songs, and chants, the demonstrations advancing the interests of the developed countries "We are extremely disappointed. I have the feel- 
turned into an ecstatic social convergence, with at the expense of the balance of obligations between ing of dread we are on the Titanic and sinking 
indigenous leaders in the front lines. According developed and developing countries." fast. It's time to launch the lifeboats." A hundred 

to police, a couple of exuberant marchers allegedly In the final days of demonstrations, marches thousand people mobilizing for COP15 reveals 
smashed two windows of a bank, warranting the continued as the atmosphere of repression inten- need for strategic development of greater infra- 
sudden arrest of a huge, arbitrary section of the sified. Raiding a DIY bicycle workshop, the Candy structure for millions more to reclaim power in 
protest. Surrounding over 900 innocent peo- Factory, police confiscated two bicycles without every bio-region. 
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have stood up to protect their with [violent] action," said spread the message and access 
BY Dea G. land, health and communi- Grace, who returned to the the media', the courts and the 

The two rows of blasting holes ties from strip mining since the valley this past November and increased attention that jailed 

had a singular purpose: disman- mid-20 th century. To Save the played a support role in the activists receive." 

tie the contours of Coal River Land and the People, a group drill rig action. "What we were "[Environmental nuts] are 
Mountain, the last high eleva- operating out of the coalfields of doing was making people more easy to recognize," quipped Don 
tion range in the Coal River Val- Kentucky, led a grassroots fight comfortable so that maybe in Blankenship, CEO of Massey En- 
ley that hadn't been mined by against strip mining in the 1960s the future there would be able ergy — a primary driver of MTR 
mountaintop removal (MTR). and 1970s. Laying down in to be actions. We had things in Appalachia— at his company's 

MTR is a detrimental form of front of a bulldozer set to strip like a sit-in and marches, large Friends of America rally this past 

mining that uses explosives her farm in 1961, elderly Ken- rallies, a lockdown in Rich- Labor Day. "They're easy to rec- 
to get to the coal beneath the tuckian Ollie "Widow" Combs mond and a lockdown [at Zeb ognize because they're the ones 
surface of mountains and re- became one of the heroes of Mountain] in Tennessee." chained to your equipment and 


News broke of I 
blasting on Coal I 
River Mountain in I 
October. A drill rig I 
parked at the edge I 
of the rows had 
-cored the Earth, >/Yf fcj 
creating pockets ' r 
in which to tuck Wl 

ammonium nitrate y 

explosives. It was 
just after sunrise in 
lateJNot^ember, and 
-that drill rig, loom- gjl 
ing over a big cliff at I 
the edge of the MTR 
site, was the goal. 

Climbing on to it, : 

four of us set about 
our work. One activ- -O! 

ist locked himself 
to the drill casing; I ' If 
chained myself to 
the inside of the Former West 
operator's cab. Two others hung 
a banner reading "Save Coal 
River Mountain" across the 
back of the machine. Then, we 
waited (and waited some more) 
to be noticed by mine security. 

By the time we were being 
driven off of the mountain, 
handcuffed, toward the local 
police station, we had stopped 
work on Coal River Mountain's 
Bee Tree permit site for almost 
six hours and prevented blasting 
for the day. "Those few square 
feet of land were on this Earth 
for a longer period of time. What 
kills you stops for one moment," ington, DC, to ask that Marsh 
my friend, Zoe, told me once, Fork Elementary School, which 
referring to her ground-support sits under a sludge dam and 
role in a treesit above a southern next to a coal processing plant. 
West Virginia MTR site this past be moved to a safe and healthy 
August. I can and will write about location within the community, 
strategy and mention tangible These acts have been paired 
victories, but I think she's on to with extensive community 
something about this gang of tree organizing, research and sus- 
huggers and mountaineers crazy tained efforts towards legisla- 
enough to take on the coal com- tive change, 
panies blowing up Appalachia's Mountain Justice Summer 
mountains, dumping the debris (MJS) is another group dedicated 
in to valleys and poisoning head- to direct action and community 
water streams that flow out across organizing against MTR. MJS 
the eastern US. was initially spurred in 2005 by 

"A lot of [local] folks understand the death of Jeremy Davidson 
and respect direct action more by flyrock in Virginia, at the 
than they do the other impor- time, local groups were working 
tant legislative, regulatory and with organizations like Katuah 
legal work. I think we proved Earth First!, Virginia Tech's Earth 
how serious we are about this, Club and others. Coal River Val- 
and people around here have ley hell-raisers began hosting 
respect for that," said Mat the traveling circus of students, 
Louis-Rosenberg, an organizer punks and activists that tramped 
with the Climate Ground Zero across Appalachia that summer. 
(CGZ) campaign of civil resistance Grace, a member of Katuah EF!, 
to MTR. "They understand di- participated in the very first 
rect action around here, because MJS, then stayed in the valley 
they've been doing it longer than for almost two years, 
all of us combined." "At the beginning, commu- 

Resistance is an Appalachian nity members were... afraid 
tradition, and mountain people [our] actions... would be met 


of State and US Representative, Ken Hechler, at the gate of Massey Energy’s Marfork coal facility in May. dogma and use 

• ’ them to do their dirty work," fS 

he said in a radio interview ^ 
with West Virginia Metro News . a 
"T hey're involved in that group " 
down in Raleigh County, North 
Carolina, with roots tied to eco- ftp 
terrorists. We worry they may ^ 
have been in here to sabotage 
some of our machinery." 

Stalwarts of the West Virginia 1"* 
coal and energy industries have ft 
taken to fear mongering about 
nonviolent civil resisters. Their 
comments follow in the foot- 
steps of increased media at- 
te'ntion ( The New York Times, H 
Reuters, most local news outlets), p5 
drummed up community sup- ^ 
port and a minor, but increas- 

ing, influence a 
on local and na- 
tional politics. 

The pressure M J 
CGZ and pre- 
ceding coal- ^ 
field campaigns —4 
have put on M 
the media and JjjJ 
government 
is incredible 
work, a testa- ' 
ment to deeply 
rooted local ft 
organizing and M 
strong coalitions fighting MTR a 
through a myriad of channels, w 
But I keep going back to 


Appalachians 
"understand 
direct action 
around here, 
because they've 
been doing it 
longer than all of 
us combined." 
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by Deemus Wolf and Marigold Spoon 

The Carnage of Dams 

Here in the East San Francisco Bay, a quiet 
storm rages over the proposed building of 
a new 450-foot tall dam in our barely-wild 
Mokelumne river watershed. "Our" East 
Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD) has 
announced plans to consider this dam in 
anticipation of future population growth. 
The dam would flood more than two miles 
of popular free flowing river, which is habi- 
tat for the California spotted owl, foothill 
yellow-legged frog and goshawk, and a 
potential restoration area for chinook 
salmon and steelhead trout. 

Flashback to 1922— Tulare County, the 
last California grizzly bear, the official state 
animal, is extirpated. Today, California has 
lost 95 percent of its salmon and 
fisheries. Malls, suburbs and mega farms 
steadily march on our remaining wilds as 
an increasingly grave environmental literacy 
slowly seeps into our consciousness. 

The dams physically block the fish's jour- 
ney to their traditional breeding ground, but 
many fish don't even make it that far. Jerry 
Neuberger from the California Sportfishing 
Alliance on the state of the salmon in the 
Mokelumne stated, "the problem is that the 
young salmon trying to reach the ocean never 
make it. Instead they're sucked up, ground 
into fish paste in the SWP [State Water Proj- 
ect] and CVP [Central Valley Project] pumps 
and their flesh washed down the aqueducts." 
It's almost as if they are trying to drive these 
species to extinction. 

A glance at EBMUD's web page trumpets 
that it is their mission to "Promote Envi- 
ronmental Responsibility and Sustainabil- 
ity." Yet there is no serious support of the 
surging local water movement and its 
greywater, rainwater and permaculture 
strategies, whose widespread implemen- 
tation could more than offset the need for 
new dams. It is only through localizing our 
community dependencies that we have a 
snowball's chance in hell at reversing this 
plague of ecosystem collapse. It's been said 
that California water projects consist of the 
most altered ecosystems on 'the planet. It 
is incumbent upon California to admit the 
errors of our ways and implement the world's 
largest ecosystem resurrection. 


Days before the action we gathered in prep- 
aration, the chilliness outside only increasing 
the coziness inside, and excitedly scrawled 
the expected conditions on a whiteboard full 
of the plan. Arrows, anonymous stick figures 
and approximated distances all began to 
appear, while an old canvas sign was sliced 
into appropriate sizes for the anticipated 
ascent. Our graffiti artist tried their skillful 
hand at drawing legible letters, and to our 
great joy, produced lovely composition of 


uiuuiu r,r> $ improvements tu trie cmvi uu vuuuuig. 

As Orwell grumbles in his grave about the 
cruel farce of greenwashing; the citizens of 
the Mokelumne watershed fight in Congress 
for a "Wild and Scenic River Designation," 
which would permanently protect the river 
from being dammed. Our small group pre- 
pared for battle. The EBMUD Headquarters 
in downtown Oakland proudly displays a 
colorful image of the Pardee Dam about 
15 feet above the front entrance. Thus, in 
order to express our discontent over the pro- 
posed expansion, we only needed to provide 
the universal symbol of "no" — a red slash. 
While embarking vertically upon their street 
display, we also wrote our message in bright 
capital letters, given that there is no true fo- 
rum for it to be heard. 


we felt, so we agreed to reground. We untied 
knots and passed bags down. As we took a 
last glance at Oakland from this unlikely 
vantage point and tossed down the canvas 
signs, they caught the up-flowing wind in a 
jaunty little swing — convincing us momen- 
tarily that they were the overlooked sails of 
a great ship upon a vaste concrete ocean. 

During the public portion of the meeting 
that took place inside, about 70 people gave 
their allotted 3-minute comments. There 


neon yellow-green. Our nimble tree-person 
ensured that the sign climbers were taught the 
necessary skills, while our resourceful host 
cut a long plywood slash and prepared it to 
hang. The evening's preparations complete, 
we parted ways to re-converge on the morning 
of our planned action. 

On October 13, cold, grey rain had found 
us again inside with tea; we struggled with a 
stubborn grommet kit, stepped into harnesses, 
and stuffed bags with our "no" and "dams" 
signs, double checking that each climber 
had their appropriate sign so as not to ar- 
rive on the platform and shout to the world, 
"Dams No." We piled into a pickup truck 
and made our way through sheets of falling 
fresh water towards the center of the city. 
We arrived around the Corner, hopped out 
and approached the scene of 30 or 40 lively 
citizens with salmon-hats and signs, shouting 
loudly over the rain, hoping to be heard. 

We approached the enterance of the EBMUD 
with a ladder, and someone shouted, "Hey 
you doing?" before ushering all the 
other protesters inside, causing an unneces- 
sary divide in the dissent. Up went the lad- 
der, then us and the signs. Some men in suits 
quickly advanced below us, but by then we 
were all the way up, which rendered their 
burly demand for us to "get down from 
there this instant!" hopeless. I looked over 
at my vibrant and. passionate comrade, we 
reached across the Pardee Dam image and 
each took a side of our six-foot red, wooden 
disapproval sign. Other signs, bigger than 
ourselves, emerged from our Mary Poppins- 
style backpacks and we made our ways across 
the beams of the building's entranceway. 

The news cameras found us and numerous 
pictures were taken. Our team's knowledge- 
able police liaison reported that the police 
were being surprisingly calm and agreed 
that/if upon our descent, we took everything 
down with us, no charges would be pressed. 
The signs had been up there long enough 
already to have accomplished our goal of 
displaying a part of the strong conviction 


were people from neighborhood organi- 
zations, river protection alliances, fishing 
groups, greywater collectives, engineers and 
other concerned citizens who gave a myriad 
of reasons why building a new dam was 
entirely unnecessary. The meeting lasted 
about 6 hours, the longest in EBMUD history. 
The board dutifully listened as we gave 
our informed pleas, and then made the 
decision they were going to make regard- 
less — to include the dam. At least if they 
do decide to go ahead with construction, it 
wouldn't be 15 years from now, providing 
plenty of time for the importance of rivers 
to contagiously sprout. 

Meanwhile, the SWP that pumps fresh 
water from the San Francisco Bay Delta to 
southern California is not only implicated 
in the demise of the 176 threatened and 
endangered species of the bay, it is also the 
largest single user of energy in the state. The 
Edmonston Pumping Plant at the base of 
the Techahapi Mountains is the largest, and 
boasts that each of its fossil fuel guzzling 
pumps weigh 400 tons and stand 65-feet-tall. 

Damn Cars 

From a climate justice perspective, 
pumping water maybe California's largest 
contributor to atmospheric carbon, but 
in our everyday reality car culture is the 
most tangible perpetrator of social and 
environmental carnage. Time and time 
again highways are built through poor 
communities, polluting the air with foul 
gasses. The automobile's constant assault - 
on our senses — the noise, lung-clogging 
smoke and vibrational and psychic pollu- 
tion — cause not only epidemics of respira- 
tory disease, but destroy the social fabric of 
neighborhoods. The supreme reign of these 
high-velocity, metallic death machines 
over our cities needs to be checked in a sys- 
temic way, but the automobile-roadway 
industrial complex has a death grip on 
our economy. 

continued on the next page 
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As bicyclists and pedestrians we often have 
to fight against the almost psychotic sense of 
entitlement that car drivers wield. In places 
like Copenhagen, where 100,000 bicyclists 
commute to work daily, every day is "bike to 
work day." As the pre-COP 15 clamor reached 
near fever pitches, we decided to sponsor a 
350.org event by symbolically inverting the 
carnage that car culture inflicts on our planet. 
We hatched a plan to annihilate a car in pub- 
lic, using nothing more than our bodies and 
a handful of sledgehammers. October 24 was 
the perfect day to destroy an old pickup that 
had been polluting since 1982, in the name 
of the International Day of Climate Action. 

All sorts of people came to ask what we 
were doing when they heard the calcu- 
lated, resounding hits. We explained our 
action, invited them to join us and almost 
everyone did. Surprisingly unhindered by 
the presence of the law, women, men, 
girls and boys all happily smashed and 
pounded, and the truck slowly became 
unrecognizable. As it reached a satisfying 
state of disarray, we attached rope to its 
raised front bumper and to five bicycles 
then started pulling! 


We pulled from South Berkeley to West 
Oakland, occasionally stopping to switch 
riders or explain our intentions to befud- 
dled and amused passersby. Upon arriving 
at the truck's temporary resting place in 
West Oakland, a few kids came over to 
check out the commotion. We explained 
why we demolished this specific car and 
their immediate reaction was, "Can we? 
Can we?" Armed with the appropriate tools, 
they began to swing. As the sound echoed 
down the street, three kids quickly became a 
small army. After they had added the finish- 
ing touches to this community masterpiece, 
they reluctantly handed us the hammers 
and retreated. A couple days later, Pick n' 
Pull came and towed the shadow of a truck 
to be recycled. 

I had never smashed an unwanted car 
with strangers before — or any car for that 
matter — but a subtle, ephemeral union 
sprouted from such shared catharsis. (Plus, 
it was just plain old fun.) The word 
"movement" started to enter into our con- 
versation, and we began to wonder how to 
dimensionalize and span the gaps between 
activists, tired workers, farmers, fishermen, 


immigrants, frustrated students, medicated 
children, heroic teachers, elders, alternative 
health care practitioners and disgruntled vet- 
erans. A vast array of people all bear the brunt 
of a dysfunctional government. 

As disparate groups, we make minor modi- 
fications. By introducing affinity between 
previously non-communicating groups, we 
become a large body of concerned citizens — 
the greater number of people organized, the 
better our chance at succeeding. We can 
suddenly become an unlikely ensemble, 
spanning multitudes of outlooks and 
backgrounds, which may make us able to 
harness the ample strength of diversity 
and seep like water seeps through cracks. 
On a map of resistance there are many 
dots of concentrated strength, and I won- 
der if it isn't the vigorous drawing and 
redrawing of lines between those dots — 
even the unexpected ones — that will help 
weave us into an unbreakable net of un- 
bearable might. 

Diablo EF! is a new group. You can reach them 
at diabloearthfirst@gmail.com. To view footage 
of the October 1 7 action visit http://abci.ocal. 
go.com/kgo/video?id=7063 1 87. 


Dl/Ifl t Tf ? A CRITICAL assessment of the 
W nUT If . 350.org International Day of Action 


by Kevin Moran 

On October 24, hundreds of thousands of people in 181 coun- 
tries came together in an international day of action against climate 
change. Organized by Bill McKibben's 350.org, the event is being 
reported as the largest and most widely-coordinated political day 
of action in history. Rallies filled the streets of urban metropolises 
around the world to demand action on climate change. Banners 
dropped from national monuments on every continent, proclaiming a 
carbon cap of 350 parts per million (ppm) to be the new mandate 
of The People. Aerial photos depict clusters of people all around 
the globe forming giant "350" configurations to highlight the 
issue. In my hometown of Boulder, Colorado, we called for a Criti- 
cal Mass bike ride and joined hundreds of people in a trip to the 
reviled Valmont Coal Plant, demanding an end to coal-fired power. 
Still, when I looked back across the seemingly endless line of cycling 
protesters — the hundreds of individuals, many of whom had never 
participated in any form of protest — I found myself wondering: "Is 
this really the best way to approach this issue? Haven't we tried this 
before? What if all these people showed up to participate in direct 
action, rather than symbolic action?" 

The assumption put forward by the 350.org campaign — and the 
logical basis of displaying immense global support for this unifying 
issue — is that, if the mobilized masses can inspire enough allies in 
high places and if politicians and policy makers around the world 
could realize the imperative threat of global warming, conscious 
policy would inevitably result. In reality, state policy has never been 
crafted toward the end of reversing economic growth — which is 
necessary to reduce carbon emissions. Governments establish policy 
around the interests that comprise their subjective political reality. 
Big Business is presumed to represent large chunks of the popula- 
tion, as the employer (or enslaver) and "service provider" of the 
masses, so the corporations will always be the loudest voices in the 
room. Thus, government is nothing more than a tool of a corporate 
realm in an ailing world economy reliant upon cheap energy, trans- 
portation and industrial production. 

Let us not forget that Mr. Inconvenient Truth himself, longtime 
board member of Occidental Petroleum, managed to hinder the 
Kyoto Protocol on behalf of the US government. A1 Gore sat on top 
of the war-and-profit machine for eight years of dismissals and false 
solutions toward environmental crises. Even Barack Obama, who 
has used strong language in favor of reducing carbon emissions, has 
since been hesitant to join global climate talks (largely because the 
rich expect developed countries to pay for their irreparable dam- 
age of the ecosphere). There is no reason to expect anything but 
more of the same from the sociopolitical elite — false solutions, 
commitments of inconsequential sums of money toward research 
and development of "cleaner" forms of energy, concurrent with 
the perpetual destruction of mountain ranges, clear-cutting of for- 
ests, pumping deadly chemicals into the air and dumping waste 
into the oceans. 

The objective of the October 24 International Day of Action was'- 
to reiterate the number "350" — a number that even James Hanson, 
climate scientist and originator of the 350 ppm carbon dioxide cap, 
has contended is likely too high. McKibben and friends intended to 
make "350" an unavoidable aspect of political reality by employing 
the number with as many people in as many places and as many 
ways as possible. The campaign strived to shun the false stigma cast 
by energy-industry-funded climate change deniers, and to build the 
awareness of the reality that is unfolding. To this end, the campaign 
was inarguably a success, displaying global solidarity against climate 


change that undoubtedly resonated during the Copenhagen nego- 
tiations (COP 15). Indeed, the discussion has shifted from whether 
the climate is changing to how much longer we can continue on the 
same path without disaster— global warming has become a political 
reality. However, as the COP 15 talks will likely have no serious 
impact, as did Kyoto, the Rio summit, and the Millennium Devel- 
opment Goals. Those of us who are seriously trying to alter the 
disastrous trajectory of industrial society are forced to ask ourselves 
the question, "What if?" 

What if — instead of wasting precious time in the futile game of 
representative politics — we came together, not in symbolic action, 
but in the world's largest day of direct action? What if the wealth 
of social networking tools — the vast potential for communication 
endowed upon us by this tragic civilization — was used to empower 
people to participate in directly modifying the world around them? 
What if 350 people, instead of just riding bikes through downtown 
Boulder, were motivated to disassemble every vehicle on the road? 
What if at the same moment, a thousand people in Denver, instead 
of rallying around the capital holding "350" signs, began to demolish 
their local Super Wal-Mart in favor of an urban garden? What if our 
friends and neighbors came to our defense with rocks and bricks 
when the police came to stop us? What if in DC, hundreds of people 
gathered, not to form a photo opportunity in front of the White 
House, but a road blockade in front of the coal plant? What if in Rio, 
we shut down industrial polluters, or in India, we drove out Mon- 
santo? What if millions of people around the world came together 
on one day in defense of a dying planet — not to ask the rich to 
voluntarily hinder their sources of wealth, but to dismantle the 
luxuries that are killing the Earth and us? What if The People 
simultaneously dedicated their every remaining effort to restore 
the conditions that allows the Earth and us to thrive? What if 
we organized ourselves, not under the umbrella banner of celeb- 
rity activists, but out of a unified understanding that we cannot 
continue this way of life? What if we rejected the fallacy and false 
solutions of representative, authoritarian government, and resolved 
to act on behalf of ourselves and to stand in solidarity with 
the countless others who are perpetually misrepresented, mar- 
ginalized, and ignored? The answer to this question, of course, 
would be a worldwide revolution. 

This is not to say that the 350 actions were a waste. I personally 
contributed time and effort to the campaign, working with com : 
mitted and passionate individuals to organize a 350-bike ride. I 
would never have done this had I thought the campaign was a 
completely misdirected effort. In many ways, the decentralized 
organizing and impressive attendance was the most impressive 
mass action to happen in Boulder in years. The powerful format 
provided by 350.org showed participants — and power-holders — that 
we have the potential to organize on a scale that the world has never 
seen. It proved, at least to some degree, that we are ready and 
willing to work together to surpass expectations, defy contrived 
norms and create a better world. Most importantly, it forged networks 
and connections that can be utilized toward greater ends. 

What should follow, however, is an honest dialogue as to 
whether our desired goals are truly attainable through sym- 
bolic means. If not, we should consider a more direct approach. 
And maybe next year, on October 24, we can try again without 
asking — only acting. 

A new world is ours to create and the sooner we start, the better. 

Kevin is a writer, artist, organizer, aspiring revolutionary and disgrun- 
tled student at the University of Colorado, in Boulder. Visit him at Left 
Hand Books. 
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November-December 2010 officially cel- 
ebrates 30 years-in-print for the Earth First! 
Journal! We have good reason to start the 
year off with a big heads up to all who have 
stories, photos, songs, original artwork or, 
perhaps, an article about how you found 
yourself organizing with a rambunctious 
crew of monkeywrenchers — those who make 
no compromises in defense of the Earth! 

In addition to gathering stories to span 
three decades of direct action to commem- 
orate the international movement of Earth 
First!, the current Journal collective would 
also like to run a 201 1 Direct Action Calen- 
dar and release a compilation album. 

However, we will not be able to achieve any 
of this without your help! Please start think- 
ing about your photos and stories — how you 


want to capture a piece of the history — and 
send them to us in a timely fashion. Send 
your suggestions for song picks and artists to 
contact! We need your well captured high- 
resolution action shots! Each issue this year 
we intend on asking folks to contribute and 
hope that our mailbox starts to bursts from the 
seams with exciting letters and packages! 

Donations are, of course, also needed 
to help us have a good year and hopefully 
save some cash for the proposed anniversary 
trinkets. We appreciate all the contributions 
that were made in 2009; we thank you for 
effectively keeping the Journal going! If you 
donated $50 or more during the Summer 
donor drive we are still planning to get trin- 
kets out, as soon as,wehave two long-term 
editors back in the office! 


Help is also needed in other ways at the 
Earth First! Journal. If you are interested in 
working at the Journal, fundraising, making 
merchandise, tabling, doing edits/layout 
from a far (other suggestions are welcomed) 
get in touch and we can get the ball rolling! 

The Winter fundraising letter has been 
included in subscriber copies of this issue, if 
you don't see a donation form and would 
like to contribute please visit us online at 
www.earthfirstjournal.org and click "Donate" 
on the home page. Alternatively, dona- 
tions Can be sent to our PO Box or by calling 
the Earth First! Journal office to place a debit/ 
credit card donation: 

Thanks for your readership and support! 

For the Wild, 

— The Earth First! Journal Collective 


While the January-Februaiy 2010 Brigid edition of the Earth First! 
Journal reaches readers far and wide, organizers from the Earth 
First! movement in the US will be meeting in southern California 
to discuss current campaigns, problems within our movement and 
solution-building, hold discussions and workshops that encompass 
our tactics and analysis, as well as take time to talk about the journal. 

Here in the office of the EF! Journal we have brainstormed various 
ideas about the future of the publication; some thoughts we have 
appeared in the 2009 Reader Survey, other ideas will appear as they 
become firm. As of yet, nothing is set in stone. Though, as we've said 
before — one thing is certain, there is no end in sight for the radical 
environmental journal! 


Another clear notion is that we need to get more Journals out in 
the world and into the hands of folks who are looking for a 
movement as dedicated to stopping the destruction of our planet as 
those who have known about Earth First! for years. 

We are very interested in helping EF!ers and allies host Earth First! 
Journal mailing parties in their bioregions and would like to encour- 
age anyone who feels they can initiate the project of organizing 
a mailing party in their region to get in contact. Mailing par- 
ties only happen once every two months, so there is not a huge 
time commitment. With good planning and publicity you could 
easily use the Journal mailing party as an outreach tool for your 
community! Anyone who is interested in the development of this 
concept, whether you live in the US or Indonesia send us an e-mail, 
letter or phone call! (Our information is listed on the contents page.) 
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Issue Explanation 
Brigid: A Festival 


This is a time to express 
*F\\ our deepest concerns, 
V which can lead to heal- 

\ ing and action! While 

\ \ most of us are still 

hibernating away, 
'^T y t\ we can take the 
' time to research 
campaigns that 
need our atten- 
tion and orga- 
nizing skills,. 
In February, 
Earth Firstiers 
in the US will 
be traveling to 
the Organizers 
Conference 
and Winter 
Rendezvous to 
do just that. If 
you are not able 
to make the jour- 
ney to the west 
coast this Winter 
consider organizing 
a regional gathering. 
Pick a place where the 
Wild is being threaten 
and plan a weekend 
campout! Regional gather- 
ings are a great opportunity 
to discuss, analyze and strada- 
gize. During the Brigid season is 
also an important time to sit around 
campfires and share stories and songs 
with your community. 


EF! Song 

For the Wilderness 

words by B.N. Koehler 

TO THE TUNE OF "YOUR CHEATIN' HEART" 


G C 

This timber sale will make you weep 
D G 

The soils are thin, The slopes too steep 
G C 

The elk will hide, the moose will, too 
• D G 

This timber sale will make you blue 


This oil well rig will make you mad 
It's such a crime, it's so damn bad 
The bighorns will run, the bears will, too 
This oil well rig will make you blue 

Chorus: 

G C G 

As we gather here on this mountaintop 
C D 

It's time to stand — It's time to make them stop! 

We'll stand by you, Oh, wilderness 
We'll fight the tide, we"'ll fight this mess 
We'll guard your life, no matter what they do 
Oh, wilderness, we're gonna stand by you 

RepeatChorus 
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Play this song on the Concertina! 


January-February 2010 Earth First! Page 21 


Sheet music from www.ConccrtinaMusic.cou 












Hie Nuclear Renaissance 

& the Necessary Resistance 



by Mac Lojowsky 

There is a shocking lack of awareness and 
opposition, in both the mainstream envi- 
- ronmental and the EF! movement, to cur- 
rently proposed legislation that will usher 
in what industry executives are joyfully 
calling a "nuclear renaissance." As Craig A. 
Severance explains in his 2009 report, Busi- 
ness Risks and Costs of New Nuclear Power, 
"An entire generation has passed since nu- 
clear power has been seriously considered 
in America. New faces are now on utility 
boards, and new reporters are covering the 
energy beat. After so much time, a particu- 
lar amnesia about the record of the nuclear 
industry is evident in discussions." Nuclear 
power and the resulting nuclear waste is 
the most deadly stuff on the planet and 
the latter will remain that way for the next 
500,000 years or so. Coupled with that sci- 
entific reality, the gross history and cur- 
rent practices involving Native Americans 
in uranium mining and waste storage 
provides one of the most glaring and on- 


from companies that have a stake in nuclear 
energy's future. The Braidwood Plant — located 
outside of Chicago— is owned, by Exelon 
Corporation, which has donated $275,000 to 
Obama over his career." (February 3, 2008) 

Politicians, industry executives and 
mainstream environmental groups maintain 
that nuclear power is cost-effective, non- 
polluting "green energy." On every point, 
they are wrong — either very misinformed, 
influenced by nuclear money or just plain 
lying. The realities of nuclear power are not 
a matter of opinion — the subject is not up 
for debate. Clear scientific and historical 
fact demonstrate that there is absolutely 
nothing cost-effective, pollution-free or 
"green" about nuclear energy. 

What is most seldom discussed is exactly 
where the uranium that will power these pro- 
posed plants will come from, but history sug- 
gests that Indigenous peoples will continue 
to bear the brunt of nuclear hazard. Public 
Citizen's Nuclear Information & Research 
Service explains, in a report entitled "Ra- 
dioactive Racism: The History of Targeting 


make attractive and vulnerable targets for 
the dreaded 'terrorists.' 

Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, the US 
government almost exclusively targeted 
Native communities to house high-level 
nuclear waste. Among the targeted tribes 
were the Western Shoshone, Mescalero 
Apaches, Prairie Island Community, Skull 
Valley Band of Goshutes, Eastern Shaw- 
nee, Ute Mountain and others. Eventu- 
ally, the government decided that just one 
site — Yucca Mountain — would be studied 
and considered. 

Yucca Mountain sits squarely on Western 
Shoshone tribal land, adjacent to the 
Nevada Test Site. For almost two decades, 
the Western Shoshone and thousands of 
activists fought against making the Yucca 
Mountain into a nuclear waste site on cul- 
tural and scientific grounds. Today, about 
$12 billion later, the site has been aban- 
doned as a potential permanent storage 
facility. Matthew L. Wald, writing for Sci- 
entific American magazine, cautions that 
just because Yucca Mountain has been 



going examples of environmental racism Native American Communities with High- 
in United Sates history. It is critical that Level Atomic Waste Dumps," "Uranium 
this "nuclear renaissance" be resisted and mines were, and continue to be, on Navajo 
refused before another reactor goes online. lands throughout the Grants Mineral Belt 

(Arizona and New Mexico), on La- 
guna Pueblo land in New Mexico 
and tribal lands in the Northwest, 
as well as on and near Sioux Indi- 
an lands in western South Dakota. 
These mines have taken a partic- 
ularly hard toll on the communi- 
ties near them. Native American 
miners, most of whom were never 
informed of the dangers of ura- 
nium, were exposed to its particu- 
late and radioactive gases in the 
mines for decades. They have suf- 
fered large numbers of lung cancer 
^fatalities, a disease almost entirely 

I unknown among the Navajos and 

I I Pueblos before uranium mining. 
| Mining debris and mill tailings, as 
| milling often takes place near the 
| mines to minimize transport of 
£ waste rock, were put into unlined 
| storage ponds or out in the open 
s air, where often they leached into 

nearby soil and water. Groundwa- 
I ter . that entered into the mines, and 
g-thus became contaminated, was 
I regularly pumped out into rivers 
land lakes." 

I The same issue applies to what 

is possibly the hardest position to 

defend in the greenwashing of nu- 
Toxic waste-filled holding pond at a Uranium processing mill in Uravan, Colorado. dear p 0wer _ nuc i ear was te. High- 


abandoned for the moment, that does not 
mean it is off the table. 

"Yucca could always come back. 'Thirty- 
nine states have high-level waste — either 
civilian-spent nuclear fuel, Navy spent 
nuclear fuel or defense program high-level 
waste,' says Edward F. Sproat III, who was 
the DOE (Department of Energy) official in 
charge of the Yucca project for the last two 
and half years of the Bush administration. 
The waste 'is all designed to go to Yucca, 
and there's no other place to send it.'" 
(August 3, 2009) 

The nuclear debate largely focuses on 
"invisible" places, completely outside the 
consciousness of mainstream of America. 
Skull Valley, Utah — where the hell is that? 
Church Rock, New Mexico? Grants Mineral 
Belt? These adverse targets are home to peo- 
ple who have become "invisible" popula- 
tions — the Goshutes, the Utes, the Western 
Shoshone, the Mescalero Apaches. 

That being said, there are a number 
of groups, especially Indigenous groups, 
that have been fighting and continue to 
fight the long fight against the nuclear 
industry. These groups include: Honor the 
Earth (www.honorearth.org), the Shunda- 
hai Network (www.shundahai.org) and the 
Indigenous Environmental Network (www. 
ieneath.org). In addition to fighting the 
government-proposed climate bill, hun- 
dreds of indigenous groups have joined 
together to draft their own energy legisla- 
tion within the Intertribal Council on Util- 
ity Policy (www.intertriabalcoup.org). There 


Senators John Kerry and Lindsey Gra- level nuclear waste is deadly now and it are numerous other groups and sources of 

ham, summarizing the nuclear section of reaches its most deadly phase about 300,000 information available, including Beyond 

the Clean Energy Jobs & American Power years from now. It is inconceivable to plan Nuclear (www.beyondnuclear.org). 

Act, state: or to construct anything made with hu- It is important to remember that there are 

"While we invest in renewable energy man hands that will remain sound and no victories in our work — only temporary 

sources like wind and solar, we must also safe for that long; we do not have the abil- truces. The nuclear industry was in many 

take advantage of nuclear power, one single ity to deal with it. No matter where we put ways contained by the hard, consistent work 

largest contributor of emissions-free power, nuclear waste, it will never go away and it and sacrifice of activists who came before. 

Nuclear power needs to be a core component will never, ever cease to be a serious threat us. Then they went away for awhile, licked 

of electricity generation if we are to meet to the planet, the plants and the species, their wounds, gathered their money and 

our emission reduction targets. We need to No amount of greenwashing can change waited. Today, they are back, and bigger than 

jettison cumbersome regulations that have that fact. before. They have appropriated the terms of 

stalled the construction of nuclear plants in In 1982, Congress passed the Nuclear the debate and somehow constructed the 
favor of a streamlined permit system that Waste Policy Act, which mandated that a notion that nuclear power is "green." It is 

maintains vigorous safeguards while allowing permanent waste repository would be in critical that we call this bullshit, "bullshit." 

utilities to secure financing for more plants." place by 1998. It is now 2010, the US gov- We need to draw attention to the facts of 

(New York Times, October 11, 2009) ernment is twelve years late, and it has no nuclear power. We need to form alliances 

The US Nuclear Regulatory Council (NRC), current prospects for a long-term solution with the groups, especially the Indigenous 

which issues permits for nuclear power for nuclear waste. The waste is currently groups, who are struggling against this 

plants, currently has 17 pending applica- stored onsite at the nuclear plants where the menace. Reinforcements are desperately 

tions for new plants. Most of these plants waste was produced. Due to the proximity needed and they are needed right now 

are located on the east coast. For a com- of these plants to large population centers to oppose this insane legislation. Nuclear 

plete list of proposed plants and locations, and natural resources (like rivers, lakes and power is not an option. 

visitwww.NRc.Gov. oceans), this is not a tenable solution for Mac Lojowsky is a playwright and union 

It's doubtful that President Obama will voice storage. In addition, if one was to believe carpenter, currently based in Olympia, 

any opposition, as the LA Times reported, the government's own fear-hype, these mas- Washington. He has been involved in envi- 

"Obama is the largest beneficiary of money sive above-ground waste storage areas would ronmental justice work since 1996. 
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Bran Scam is an artist and a prisoner in Arizona. 


Environmental News of the Weird 


Weather or Not, They're 
Wrong 

The most recent issue of the 
Compendium Newsletter, based 
out of Los Angeles, states that 
89 percent of the weather sta-*** 
tions used to track U.S. Surface 
Temperature fail to meet the 
National Weather Service's own 
requirements. Positioned next 
to exhaust fans, surrounded 
by asphalt and situated a mi dst 
the concrete-heated environs of 
the inner-city, most weather sta- 
tions are, like the planet itself, 
artificially heated by urban devel- 
opment. If you can't trust the 
National Weather Service, who 
can you trust!? 


14-gauge steel hull of a ship- 
ping container. 

Hey Ranchers, Go Hunt 
Yourselves 

A new ruling in favor of 
Friends of Animals has outlawed 
hunting endangered species on 
the historic Y.O. Ranch in Texas. 
Prior to this decision, Y.O. was 
breeding endangered Scimitar- 
horned oryx antelopes and 
Dama gazelles to be hunted in 
captivity at the price of $5,300 
a head. These kinds of "hunt- 
ing ranches" exist perfectly le- 
gally in 40 U.S. states, where 
psychotic killing frenzies are 
deemed "manly" and "exciting." 


Greenwashed Lego World 

The modern sustainability 
movement has modeled itself 
on the three Rs, but what do 
you do when the paradoxes 
really start becoming obnox- 
ious? Take for example, the 
Dwellbox: a house made out 
of recycled shipping contain- 
ers. If you want to know how 
a commodity authentically 
feels, try living like one, in the 


Plain Stupid False Solutions 

Another macabre contribu- 
tion to Environmental News of 
the Weird was introduced by 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg of 
New York City, who has recently 
decided to capture and gas 2,000 
resident Canada Geese. They 
supposedly present a clear and 
present danger to national se- 
curity. No, seriously, these "ter- 
rorist" geese are in danger of . 


flying into the engines of air- 
planes, so instead of protecting 
them with sound devices, which 
will remove them from harm's 
way, the benevolent Mayor has 
decided to execute them. But 
look on the bright side, at least 
they won't be detained in some 
bizarro, privately owned military 
prison, tortured and moved to 
Afghanistan, Egypt and Syria 
before being executed. They 
won't even be microwaved by 
the military's brand new "pain 
ray." Not this time, at least... 

Operation Parasol to the 
Rescue 

In an homage to false solu- 
tions to climate change, here's 
a glance back at the best and 
bravest of the worst ideas of 
2009. We should all be familiar 
with these great ideas: creat- 
ing an enormous algae bloom 
in the middle of the ocean, 
pumping more pollution into 
the sky to provide better shade 
from the sun, and replacing 
trees with synthetic carbon 
dioxide converting machines. 
But what about EFI J's neighbors 


over at the University of Ari- 
zona? Obviously not readers 
of the Journal, they intend to 
launch "Operation Parasol" — 
a project to send trillions of 
spacecrafts into orbit to reflect 
the sun's rays away from the 
earth. What is this, a science 
fiction novel? 

You Can Take the Woman 
Out of the Wild, but . . . 

Readers might be more sym- 
pathetic to Rochom P'ngieng, 
the so-called "jungle woman" 
of Cambodia, who emerged in 
2007 after 18 years in the wild, 
only to go on a month-long 
hunger strike against civiliza- 
tion. Living alone in the jun- 
gle from age 8 to 26, P'ngieng 
was captured after attempting 
to steal, and is currently under 
the custody of her father. After 
two years, she refuses to learn 
language, speak, or eat rice. 
Her father has explained, "Her 
condition looks worse than the 
time we brought her from the 
jungle. She always wants to take 
off her clothes and crawl back 
to the jungle." . 


• Obama appointed the former pesti- 
cide lobbyist, Islam Siddiqui, to the post 
of Chief Agricultural Negotiator at the U.S. 
Trade Representative's office, ensuring DDT 
and other pollutants a special spot in trade 
agreements — sounds like a change we can 
believe in! 

• . A new vehicle barrier is being built 
along 56 miles of U.S. border with Mexico 
in Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge, 
employing 125 massive machines, from 
bulldozers and road graders to hole drillers 
and dump trucks the size of houses. 

• No migratory birds roosted on Alcatrez 
Island this year, as opposed to the 1,782 
counted in 2007, because their food source, 



anchovies, has moved south to follow 
fluctuations in the California Current 
concomitant with the global increase in 
ocean temperature. 

• The Greenhouse Neutral Foundation is 
calling for a ban of plastic shopping bags, 
citing that only two percent are recycled, 
and their current rate of consumption now. 
reaches nearly 1 million per minute. 

• The Animal Protection Agency of 
England is sounding the alarm about the 
South Staffordshire Council's failure to 
enforce laws against the sales of pet animals 
at market stalls. 

• The so-called "flying fox,” a species of 
bat, has been hunted into near extinction 


in its native Malay peninsula, in Malayasia, 
while another grouping of bats in Arkansas 
are developing a mysterious syndrome that 
is killing them off by the thousands. 

• Panic over the invasion of Big Head Carp 
led Chicago officials to poison 10 kilometers 
of the sanitary and ship canal, massacring 
over 90 tons of fish and killing only one carp 
in the process. 

• Research on the 2007 Lick Fire in Henry 
W. Coe State Park shows that the fire recov- 
ery has generated the regrowth of plants 
that had not been seen in Coe in decades. 

• Recent reports show new evidence that 
theft of solar panels is on the rise. Hot com- 
modities, indeed. 
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CARRIE & SCOTT TAKEN HOSTAGE RY THE STATE! 



BY FRIENDS OF CARRIE AND SCOTT 

Carrie Feldman and Scott DeMuth are activ- 
ists from Minneapolis, Minnesota, who were Prior to appearing before 
subpoenaed to a federal grand jury investigating repression they are facing: 
animal rights vandalism from 2004. They both 
were put in jail. Carrie is still being held on civil 
contempt of court. She had a hearing regarding 
a motion for her release on December 8 and, as 
of this writing, is still awaiting a ruling from the 
judge. On November 19, Scott's civil contempt 
was dropped and he was indicted for conspiracy 
under the Animal-Enterprise Terrorism Act. Scott 
was released on November 30, pending trial. 

What follows is an account of their arrest prior 
to Scott's release. 

On November 17, Carrie Feldman and 
Scott DeMuth refused to testify in front of 
a grand jury in Davenport, Iowa, and were 
found to be in contempt of court. They 
were immediately handcuffed and hauled 
off by US Marshalls. According to District 
Judge John Jarvey, who presided over the 
contempt hearings, both will remain incar- 
cerated until they agree to testify. The state 
can lock them up for the duration of the 
grand jury— another 11 months. 

For reasons all too familiar and valid to 
anyone who has followed the escalation 
of Green Scare repression, both Carrie and 
Scott will not cooperate with the grand jury 
by providing information about themselves 
and their comrades. We stand in solidarity 
with them for refusing to be complicit in 
their own persecution. We will stand with 
them every day until they are free. 

While the law does not compel the US At- 
torney's Office to disclose the subject of the 
grand jury investigation, supporters believe 
that it is likely related to an unsolved Ani- 
mal Liberation Front action in 2004 at the 
University of Iowa. At the time, Carrie 
was only 15 years old and Scott was only 
17 years old — both were residents of the 
Twin Cities. 

However, they have more recently been 
involved in supporting political prisoners, 
specifically those incarcerated as a result of 
the government's targeting of animal-rights 
and environmental activists. Carrie, Scott 
and their communities feel that this support 
work has now made them targets, as well. 

Prior to their grand jury appearances 
today and the contempt hearings that 
followed, between 30 and 40 supporters 
rallied outside the Federal Courthouse in 
Davenport. The support rally was character- 
ized by a disproportionate law enforcement 
presence, and the proceedings themselves 
by a sense in the courtroom that the state's 
actions were perfunctory at best. District 
Judge Jarvey dismissed out-of-hand argu- 
ments offered by both Carrie and Scott's 
continued on the next page 


Today I have my second appearance before a federal grand jury 
that- is investigating animal rights actions that occurred at the 
University of Iowa in 2004. Last month— after being subpoenaed 
in Minneapolis with one day's notice— I appeared before this 
grand jury and plead my Fifth Amendment right to remain silent. 
Today, that right will be sidestepped with technical legal 
"protections" that have little or no substantive value. I 
will once again be put in front of a grand jury with no lawyer 
present in the room, and once again they will attempt to coerce 
me to testify. 

The prosecutor has filed to grant me immunity. I do not need 
immunity from prosecution for a crime that I was not involved 
in and have no relation to. This will not change my decision 
to refuse to cooperate with the grand jury. I stand here today 
in solidarity with everyone who has stood up to resist the 
exploitation of the environment and animals, the repression of 
the state, and the abuses of the justice system. 

In anticipation of my refusal to cooperate, the court has 
scheduled a contempt hearing for today at ten o'clock. And 
they're right. I do feel contempt for a justice system that 
prosecutes people for property damage that is done in defense 
of life, while real violence is committed at the hands of 
vivisectors; the police and the, military on a daily basis. 

I feel contempt for the federal agents that would use these 
prosecutions as a pretext to investigate aboveground movements 
and activists like me, with no apparent grounds other than my 
political beliefs and legal activities. I will not help them to 
do this, and I will not let them violate my rights and privacy. 

Today, I may be taken to jail for up to eleven months, solely 
for taking a moral stand against an institution that I believe 
to be corrupt and obsolete. I have not been accused of any 
crime. So let me ask you this, Clifford Cronk: is it worth it to 
you? Is it worth it to you when my friend's eight-year-old sobs, 
wondering if her mother could be going to jail next? Is it worth 
it, Tom Reinwart? Is it worth it to you when my elderly grandma 
is without a caretaker? Is this what you. work for, Melissa 
Hendrickson? Is it worth it to tear an innocent 20-year-old 
woman .away from everyone that she loves and cares for? Is this 
justice? 

Thank you for your support. 


Hau Mitakuyapi. Cante wasteya nape ciyuzapi do. Iyuskinyan 
waciyankapi do. Dakota ia Hepan emakiyapi do. Wasicu ia Scott 
DeMuth emakiyapi do. Damakota do. Oyate mitawa kin hena 
Bdewakantunwan ewicakiyapi do. Bdote heciya tanhan wahi do. Wanna 
nina cante mawaste do. 

Hello all my relatives. With a good heart, I greet you all with 
a handshake. It is good to see all of you here today. My name 
is Scott. My place name in Dakota is Hepan.. ,1 am from Bdote, 
the confluence of the Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers, where the 
creation of the Bdewakantunwan took place.. 

Before anything else, I wanted to address you all in the Dakota 
language. State repression isn't anything new to this country, or 
even to this city. One hundred, and forty-six years ago — only a 
few miles from this courthouse — over 300 Dakota prisoners of war 
were held in a concentration camp. Over a third of them died in 
their captivity. Whatever happens to me today, whatever I face, it 
will be easy in light of the hardships those men faced., Right now, 
my heart is really good. I am glad to see so many people from so 
many of the communities I am a part of here to support me today. 
Being part of a community means we help each other. We support 
each other; we strengthen each other; and sometimes, we must make 
sacrifices for each other. 

Grand juries started as an important part of our justice system 
to prevent over-reaching prosecuting powers. However, this process 
has been used historically against political movements. In the 
context of this history, most recently in the Green Scare, when 
investigative techniques of law enforcement have been halted by 
the silence of political movements, grand juries have been used 
as a tactic to intimidate our communities and as an attempt to 
coerce testimony from movement members. This is an abuse of a 
constitutionally mandated process by using it as an investigative 
tool rather than its intended purpose. 

Grand juries can be very disempowering for us„ all, and 
especially for those targeted by them. We face questioning without 
legal counsel present or a right to remain silent. We can be 
threatened, coerced and jailed. However, no punishment could, be 
worse than surrendering our values, and this decision - whether 
we cooperate or- resist— is the one thing we, as individuals, have 
control of in this process. Luckily, this is the choice that 
allows these grand juries to succeed or to fail. 

Our willingness to cooperate and to be complacent, our 
willingness to be intimidated and to be scared, not only serves 
to legitimize these proceedings, but it also empowers the tactics 
of state repression-.- However, when we as individuals — with the 
strength and backing of our communities, are no longer afraid 
of their punishment — choose to resist this process and refuse 
to cooperate, we disempower this tactic and give strength to our 
-communities. We return the strength -that is given to us, • 

So thank you all for giving me that, strength. I only hope to 
give back as much as has been given to me. 

—Scott DeMuth 


Support & Resource website: davenportgrandjury.wordpress.com 


Came & Scott aren't messing around when it comes to their rights! 
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counsel, regarding the need for them to 
remain free. For instance, Carrie is the care- 
taker of her ailing grandmother, and Scott 
is currently a graduate student whose intel- 
lectual and professional integrity would be 
irreparably damaged by participating in a 
sealed investigation. In response, the judge 
simply read verbatim the 'legal language 
about contempt charges and then ordered 
the two taken into custody immediately. 

For his part, US Attorney Cliff Cronk 
ignored the calls that flooded his office 
on Monday demanding that the subpoe- 
nas be quashed, and that Carrie and Scott 
be allowed to continue their lives. Then 
he went substantially further down the 
rabbit hole: in Carrie's case, in particu- 
lar, his arguments and implications were 
egregiously over-the-top. Cross-examining 
Carrie's father, for instance, Cronk cynically 
implied that the elderly grandmother she 
cares for was a sort of pawn in an elaborate 
ruse to avoid incarceration. He suggested 
that a shirt Carrie had been photographed 
wearing, in which the letters "L" and "F" 
were visible, was evidence of "membership" 
in either the ALF or ELF. He even cited the 
fact that she has a white rat companion ani- 
mal as evidence of something suggestive. It 
would all be a rather inspired piece of satire 
if he were kidding, but as Carrie and Scott 
are currently incarcerated, it's unfortunately 
clear that he is not. 

The community members who attended 
the morning's rally, as well as those who 
publicly gathered in support from Min- 
neapolis to Dallas, TX, aren't laughing. 
They have vowed to mount pressure on 
Cronk's office, demanding Carrie's and 
Scott's immediate release. Since the grand 
jury process gleans much of its power 
from its secrecy, supporters intend to 
draw attention to the Orwellian proceed- 
ings Carrie and Scott are facing. 





Tragedy in the Sweat Lodge Ceremony 


By James "Coyote" Anderson 

Most of us are aware by now about the devastating tragedy that 
occurred on October 8, at Angel Valley Retreat Center, near Sedona 
Arizona, when motivational speaker James Arthur Ray held a so 
called "spiritual warrior" event that has so far cost the lives of three 
people and will forever change the lives of 64 more. The facts are 
slowly coming out in the investigation in regards to what actually 
happened that day. Investigators found that the lodge used in the 
sweat lodge ceremony that claimed these lives was made of plastic 
tarps, which is very dangerous and can be fatal. Still, the investiga- 
tion continues to determine the actual cause of death. What people 
don't seem to understand is that the real problems lie where forensic 
teams refuse to look or examine. This tragedy is far deeper than some 
mishap and will not only affect the 67 people involved, but now has 
the potential to affect many others, both directly and indirectly. 

I ask all Mother Earth's children, spiritual people, Indigenous 
peoples, traditionalists and people seeking a spiritual foundation to 
read this and think for a while as I share some truth forensics will 
never find. I personally write this as a traditionalist, and as a prisoner 
within the federal system who has been doing sweat lodge ceremo- 
nies for many years. As we are coming into the Aquarian age, a time 
of healing, many people are starting to wake up, remove the blinders, 
and realize the need to strive for higher consciousness. Much of the 
time people are turning to spiritual advisors and people of Indig- 
enous cultures with hope for guidance. They come with open minds, 
open hearts and trust in the spiritual advisor. Some people seek out 
wisdom in motivational speakers to help them in the financial, 
intellectual and spiritual areas of their lives. 

In the self-help book entitled The Secret, by author Rhonda By- 
rne, page 195, James Ray claims to be an expert on many Eastern, 
Indigenous and Mystical traditions, I have to disagree for many 
reasons. The first reason being that there is no one human who is an 
expert in indigenous traditions. Only Creator is the expert. Second, as 
spiritual people or advisors or medicine men, it is far from proper to 
charge people for your services. It is okay to accept donations, due to 
the cost of living, but to try to get rich off of spiritual advice is bad 
medicine in itself. James Ray was charging approximately $10,000 
per person. That's roughly $670,000 for his services. Third, I will 
say Ray has some positive things to say in the book The Secret, but 
they're just words. It's a whole different setting when you start tam- 
pering with sacred ways. To walk the Red Road is a very precious and 
sacred path and there is much healing power in the ceremonies if 


you utilize them in a humble way. However, if you abuse these ways, 
you will suffer and so will those around you. 

On October 8, Ray abused the sacred ways and the results of his 
actions are shattering. If Ray, who claims to be an "expert," had spent 
any time around traditional sweat lodge ceremonies he would have 
known that the lodge was not properly built and plastic and metal 
are forbidden. Also, Ray had the participants in the event endure 
a 36-hour fast then fed them a breakfast buffet before the lodge 
ceremony. This whole procedure was done completely backwards. 

Once inside the lodge, as the guide or sweat lodge leader, it was 
his job and responsibility to take care of every other person within 
that ceremony. Reports say many people were crying and scream- 
ing to get out, yet he made them suffer beyond the limit of even 
the hottest lodges. It has also been stated that other participants 
who attended prior lodges run by Ray have been sickened, as well. 

Ray is not some spiritual guru. He is a fake and now he has sold his 
soul along with others' for 
$670,000. He took the little 
bit of knowledge he had 
been blessed with for grant- 
ed and abused it, and now 
it is affecting more than 
just him and the 67 people 
involved in this ceremony. 

Ray should never be allowed 
near another sweat lodge or 

any sacred item again. The tiny sweat lodge that contained almost 70 people. 

If one knows their history even a little, they will see that Na- 
tive Americans as well as all other Indigenous peoples have been 
in a constant struggle for their rights to keep their religious beliefs 
and practices. For hundreds of years, Native Americans have fought 
just to survive as a whole. The government looked for any reason 
to justify the genocide of Indigenous peoples. Because of the power 
of our spirituality, sacred ways and the sacrifices and lives of our 
ancestors and elders, our ways still exist. 

As a Native American/Breed prisoner in the federal system who 
walks the Red Road to the best of my ability, I take my spirituality 
very seriously and I am tmly grateful for these ways and the people 
who fought for them. It wasn't until the late 1970s and early 1980s 
that the sweat lodge ceremonies were allowed inside the peniten- 
tiary walls. Thankfully, with the help of the American Indian Move- 
ment and the Native American Rights Fund, and through the grace 

continued on page 27 
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Prisoners in the Struggle 
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oner support groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent > 
'individual prisons. Before sending monetary donations, J| 
ptisoneri wlutf ! ¥hekrh:ulati&ns drefiAssume that the aythof 
to Jr prisoner. Whelk prispni%hre, awaiting tfidl 0 J§>enten%M 
cases or related tppifswith them. Although sonie ptisoneif 
be written to separately. Prisoners can obtain a disi minted s 
by sending a book of 10 42<i stamps to FOB T023, 'Tut son 
waiit to sponsor ft prisoner's subsi ription should scndi&Mkl 


iymers and pris- 
■(fry according to 
or ’packages, ask. 


Tlndividm 

iaddress.*** 


Prisoner and Legal ing with animal research on a mation, visit www.myspace.com/ .‘Heather Nicholson, VM4859, 

Updates rabbit farm. shacukprisonersupport. HMP Bronzefield, Woodthorpe 

•Tre Arrow, Released to a half- ‘Daniele Casalini, Casa ‘Natasha Avery, NR898 7, HMP Rd, Ashford, Middlesex, TW15 

way house in Oregon. Was serv- Circondariale, Via Burla 59, Send, Ripley Roa'd, Woking, Sur- 3JZ, UK.. Serving 11 years for 
ing 6.5 years for two counts of 43100-Parma PR, Italy. Await- rey, GU23 7LJ, UK. Serving nine conspiracy to blackmail people 
arson. For more information, ing trial for allegedly using ex- years for conspiracy to blackmail linked to HLS. For more infor- 
visit www.trearrow.org. plosives to damage power lines, people linked to Huntingdon mation, visit www.myspace.com/ 

•Julien Coupat, released from Casalini is a member of II Sil- Life Sciences. Visit www.myspace. shacukprisonersupport. 

Paris, France. Was awaiting trial vestre, an Italian eco-anarchist com/shacukprisonersupport. ‘John Smith, TB4887, HMP 

on charges of sabotaging a high- group and frequent target of ‘Mel Broughton, TN9138, Lindholme, Bawtry Road, Hat- 
speed train line in France. state repression. HMP Woodhill, Tattenhoe Street, field Woodhouse, Doncaster, 

•Matt DePalma, #14126-041, ‘Francesco Gioia, Casa Penale, Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK4 4DA, DN7 6EE, UK. Serving 12 years 
moved to FCI Fairton POB 420 Via Lamaccio 1, 67039 Sulmona UK. Serving 10 years for conspir- for attempting to blackmail a 
Fairton, NJ 08320, USA. Sen- (Aq), Italy. Moved to the above acy to commit arson in connec- farmer who supplied guinea pigs 
fenced to three and a half years address. Awaiting trial for alleg- tion with the campaign against for vivisection, 
in prison for unlawful posses- edly using explosives to damage Oxford University's primate ‘Dan Wadham, A5705AA, 

sion of destructive devices at the power lines. Gioia is a member lab. For more information, visit HMP Camp Hill, Newport, Isle 
2008 Republican National Con- of II Silvestre. www.myspace.com/supportmel. of Wight, PO30 5PB, UK. Serving 

vention. ‘John Graham, Pennington ‘Jacob Conroy, #93501-011, five years in connection with the 

•Finda Greene #1300927, County Jail, 307 St Joseph Street, FCI Terminal Island, POB 3007, campaign against Huntingdon 
Century Regional Detention Fa- Rapid City, SD 57701, USA. San Pedro, CA 90731, USA. Serv- Life Sciences, 
cility, 11705 S Alameda Street,. Awaiting trial on murder charg- , ing four years for conspiracy ‘Sarah Whitehead, VM7684, 
Lynwood, CA 90262, USA. Being es. Graham was framed by the charges stemming from his work HMP Bronzefield, Woodthorpe 
held on charges related to stalk- FBI for the 1975 murder of fellow with Stop Huntingdon Animal Rd, Ashford, Middlesex, TW15 
ing and vivisection American Indian Movement (AIM) Cruelty (SHAC). For more infor- 3JZ, UK. Serving 15 months for 

•Joshua Harper, has been re- activist Anna Mae Pictou-Aquash. mation, visit www.supportjake.org. burglary charges after rescuing 
leased to a halfway house in ‘Bryan Griffiths, XW8892, ‘Donald Currie, A3660AA, HMP an abused beagle from a danger- 

Washington. Was serving three HMP Hewell, Hewell Lane, Red- Parkhurst, Clissold Rd, Newport, ous home and nine additional 
years for charges stemming ditch, B97 6QS, UK. A hunt Isle of Wight, POB 30 5NX, UK. months from a prior suspended 
from his work with SHAC. For monitor on remand who is falsely Serving an "indefinite sentence" sentence for rescuing more than 
more information, visit www. accused of murdering a hunt sup- of at least six years — with no fixed 100 animals from a pet breeder 
joshharper.org. - porter following a tragic acci- release date or upper limit — for who was later prosecuted for 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, has been dent. Griffiths was monitoring a arson against targets linked to the animal abuse.. For more infor- 
released! For more information, hunt when he landed to refuel, vivisection industry. mation, visit www.myspace.com/ 

visitwww.FREEFREENOw.ORG. A hunt supporter was hit by the- ‘Lauren Gazzola, #93497-011, supportsarah. 

•PI Noordsingel, Peter Janssen helicopter and died. Despite this FCI Danbury, Rte 37, Danbury, 

5102880, Postbus 37066, 3005 being a clear accident, Griffiths CT 06811, USA. Serving 4.5 years Ecodefense 
LB Rotterdam, Accused of free- has been charged with murder. for conspiracy charges stemming ‘Grant Barnes, #137563, San 
ing mink from a fur farm. ‘Steve James Murphy, Cen- from her work with SHAC. For Carlos Correctional Facility, POB 

•Kevin Olliff, #1300931, TTCF tral Detention Center, 630 East more information, visit www. 3, Pueblo, CO 81002, USA. Serv- 
161 D-Pod, 450 Bauchet St, Los Rialto Ave., San Bernadino, CA supportlauren.com. ing 12 years for the Earth Libera- 

Angeles, CA 90012, USA. Being 57701, USA. Awaiting trial on ‘Gavin Medd-Hall, WV9475, tion Front (ELF) arson of SUVs. 

held on chareges related to stalk- charges of decommissioning a HMP Coldingley, Shaftesbury For more information, visit 
ing and vivisection. tractor and placing an incendi- Road, Bisley, Woking, Surrey, grantbarnes.wordpress.com. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915, ary device in a housing develop- GU24 9EX, UK. Serving eight ‘Nathan "Exile" Block, 
transferred. Her new address is ment construction site. years in connection with the #36359-086, FCI Lompoc, 3600 

WERDCC, POB 300, Vandalia, campaign against HLS. Guard Rd, Lompoc, CA 93436, 

MO 63382-0300, USA. Before Animal Liberation ‘Jordan Halliday, #24836, USA. Serving nearly eight years 

receiving a life sentence in the ‘Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, and 1225 West Valley View Highway, for ELF arsons at an SUV dealer- 

early 1990s for shooting a stalker Kerry Whitburn, TB4886, HMP Suite 100, Logan, UT .84321, ship and a hybrid poplar farm, 
in self-defense, Thompson was Lowdham Grange, Lowdham, USA. Being held in contempt for ‘Marco Camenisch, Postfach 

active in animal rights and envi- Nottingham, NG14 7DA, UK. resisting a grand jury investiga- 3143, CH-8105 Regensdorf, 

ronmental campaigns. Serving 12 years for conspiracy tion into Utah mink liberations. Switzerland. Serving 18 years 

to blackmail a supplier of guinea ‘Sean Kirtley, WC6977, HMP for using explosives to target 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing pigs for vivisection. Stafford, 54 Gaol Rd, Stafford, nuclear facility power lines 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, ‘Dan Amos, VN7818, HMP T16 3AW, UK. Serving 4.5 years and for the alleged murder of a 

SCI Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Winchester, Romsey Rd, Win- for organizing legal demonstra- Swiss border guard. Camenisch 

Waynesburg, PA 15370, USA. Chester, S022 5DF, UK. Amos is tions against Sequani, an ani- reads French, German, Spanish 

Awaiting resentencing to either serving four years for conspiracy mal-testing company. For more and Italian fluently, as well as 
life in prison or death. Abu-Ja- to blackmail people linked to information, visit supportsean. some English, 
mal, a politically active journal- Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS). wordpress.com. ‘Marie Mason, #04672-061, 

ist, was framed for the murder of For more information, visit ‘Kevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, FCI Waseca, Federal Correc- 

a cop in 1981. For more informa- www.myspace.com/supportdan. Unit I, FCI Sandstone, POB tional Institution, POB 1731, 
tion, visit www.freemumia.org. ‘Gregg Avery, TA7450, HMP 1000, Sandstone, MN 55072, Waseca, MN 56093, USA. Serv- 

•Dean Cain, WJ4309, and Coldingley, Shaftesbury Road, USA. Serving six years for ing 21 years and 10 months for 

Luke Steele, WJ4308, HMP Lin- Bisley, Woking, Surrey, GU24 conspiracy charges stemming a series of ELF actions against 

coin, Greetwell Rd, Lincoln, 9EX, UK. Serving nine years for from his work with SHAC. For genetic engineering and devel- 
LN2 '4BD, UK. Awaiting trial on conspiracy to blackmail people more information, visit www. opment. For more information, 
three charges related to interfer- linked to HLS. For more infor- supportkevin.com. visit www.freemarie.org. 
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continued from page 25 of a sweat lodge. You should have stuck with your faux-Asian sym- 

of the Great Spirit, we now sweat every week. We pray hard and suf- bols on your replicated tepee. At least now you know to never use 
fer in a good way. plastic. If you're not a firm believer in karma now, you will be, in this 

When People abuse these ways it gives reasons for the government life or the next. I pray Creator humbles you as well, 
to once again question our ways and start harassing us and our spiri- To all the people seeking a higher consciousness or a spiritual 
tual beliefs. They start conjuring up rhetorical questions in regards to path: please, do not let this incident scare you away from what you 
the liability issues they would face if someone were to get hurt or if a are searching for. The sweat lodge may very well be what your spirit 
fatality were to happen in a lodge behind the walls. Ray has not only needs. I only ask that before you jump put there and trust someone 
broken the hearts and trust of many people, but he has jeopardized to be your spiritual advisor, take the time to check their credentials, 
all the hard work, blood, sweat, tears and sacrifice that Native Ameri- Take great caution of those who claim to be an expert or profes- 
can people have gone through to get us what we have. sional in the realm of spirituality. Always remember, just because 

Also, as an "expert" of these ways, Ray would have known that tra- someone has some fancy sounding Native American name such as 
ditionally you do not mix men and women in a lodge together.. If "Two Bulls" or "Four Feathers," it doesn't mean that they are legit, 
women sweat, they have their own lodge. Even if women do sweat Be very skeptical of those charging standard rates to get closer to 
with men it is forbidden for women to enter a lodge or even be around God. Creator doesn't charge rates for his love. Respect our sacred 
sacred items while on their moon. For someone to be charging ap- ways. This is our way of life and anyone with a good heart of love 
proximately $10,000 a head, I feel Ray would not have told women and compassion is welcome to walk down this path, 
this because it could have potentially cost him $10,000 or more. Now, I ask anyone who reads this to take a few moments to 

My reasoning for writing this is not solely to chastise Ray or Paul acknowledge and pray for these people who lost their lives, and for 
Michael Hamilton, owner of Angel Valley Retreat Center. Indeed, those who were traumatized in all this. Pray for their loved ones, 
I do write out of anger and hurt, for it breaks my heart when I see their children, for them to understand that this was more thaa an 
people abuse these ways, but I also write for the sake of others who accident— it's spiritual. Pray for our spiritual people, our Elders, our 


may be seeking a spiritual path. I want people to know this tragedy youth, our sick, our women and our warriors. Pray for Mother Earth 
is spiritual. It wasn't because anyone was unhealthy. Another reason and pray to Creator for forgiveness and guidance. Lastly, please pray 



low •£**>'* 


I'm writing this is because no one besides the media seems to be 
talking about this and it needs to be addressed. 

My message in all of this, for "motivational speaker" James Arthur 
Ray: you have upset Creator and the spirits and in time Creator will 
deal with you accordingly, that's for sure. You cannot frivolously 
play with sacred ways. Now 
you and many others will 

reap the consequences for I I 

You should . .. L r- - 


for the prisoners who sweat and suffer in the sweat lodge ceremo- 
nies behind the walls. We may have made some mistakes in our 
loves — no one is perfect. We're all in here for a reason but we're not 
all bad people. The brothers in the Native American circles sweat 
and suffer for the people, for the earth, for all relations and to 

BB help better themselves. We pray 

for those involved in the October 
8 tragedy. Our hearts and prayers 
go out to you and your families. I 
personally have shed many tears 
over this and it will forever leave 

Thank you for taking the time 
to read this and hopefully for 
your prayers. In my opinion, 
there are many lessons to be 
learned from all of this. I only 
hope people will take the time to 
listen and see the message behind 

Cherokee Nation/Wolf Clan 


your actions 
have stuck with being a 
motivational speaker. I pray 
Creator will humble you. 

Paul Mitchell Hamilton: 
you are just as guilty of play- 
ing with sacred ceremonies 
and ceremonial structures. 
You are living on sacred 
land and you're making 
a mockery of these Indig- 
enous ways. If you don't 
know what you are doing, 
you should not be involved 
with the assisting in, spon- 
soring of, or construction 



Support Political Prisoners! 



continued from previous page chisel through cement in his jail isburg, PA 17837, USA. Serving lies Rd, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 

•Eric McDavid, #16209-097, cell. For more information, visit life in prison after being framed 18612, USA. 

FCI Victorville Medium I, POB supportmichael.wordpress.com. for the deaths of two FBI agents 

5300, Adelanto, CA 92301, USA. »Briana Waters, #36432-086, killed during the 1975 Pine Other Political Prisoners 
Serving 19.5 years for con- FCI Danbury, Route 37, Dan- Ridge siege. For more informa- ‘Helen Woodson, #03231-045, 

spiracy to destroy the US Forest bury, CT 06811, USA. Serving tion, visit www.freepeltier.org. FMC Carswell, Admin Max Unit, 

Service's Institute of Forest Ge- six years for the ELF arson of POB 27137, Ft. Worth, TX 76127, 

netics, a cell-phone tower and the University of Washington's MOVE USA. Serving nearly nine years for 

power plants. For more informa- Center for Urban Horticulture. The MOVE 9, members of an violating her parole by dumping 

tion, visit www.supporteRic.org. Waters insists she was not in- eco-revolutionary group, were , a cup of red paint over the secu- 

•Daniel McGowan, #63794- volved. For more information, framed for the murder of a cop and rity apparatus of a federal court 

053, USP Marion, POB 1000, visitwww.suppoRTBRiANA.ORG. sentenced to 30-100 years each, and making warnings ("threats") 

Marion, IL 62959, USA. Serving *Joyanna "Sadie" Zacher, For more information, visit www. of weapons of mass destruction, 

seven years for ELF arsons at a #36360-086, FCI Dublin, Camp onamove.com. In 2004, Woodson completed 20 

lumber company and a hybrid Parks, Unit E, 5701 8th St, Dub- ‘Debbie Sims Africa, years for disarming a Minuteman 
poplar farm. For more informa- lin, CA 94568, USA. Serving #006307, Janet Holloway Af- II missile silo with a jackhammer, 
tion, visit www.supportdaniel.org. nearly eight years for ELF arsons rica, #006308, and Janine mailing warning letters with bul- 
•Jonathan Paul, #07167-085, at an SUV dealership and a hy- Phillips Africa, #006309-, SCI lets inside to officials, and robbing 
•FCI Phoenix, 37910 N 45th Ave, brid poplar farm. Cambridge Springs, 451 Fuller- a bank and burning the money. 

Phoenix, AZ 85086, USA. Serving 1 ton Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 

4.25 years for the Animal Libera- Indigenous Resistance 16403, USA. Prisoner Support Groups 

tion Front/ELF arson of a horse ‘Byron Shane of Chubbock© ‘Michael Davis Africa, ‘Earth. Liberation Prisoners 
slaughterhouse and meat-pack- Clan, #07909051, FCI Talladega, #AM4973, and Charles Sims Af- Support Network, elp4321@ 
ing plant. For more information, POB 1000, Talladega, Alabama, rica, #AM4975, SCI Graterford, hotmail.com; www.spiritoffreedom. 
visit www.supportjonathan.org. North America. Serving 80 years POB 244, Graterford, PA 19426, org.uk. 

‘Michael Sykes, #696693, Han- for aggravated assault of federal USA. ‘National Jericho Movement, 

dlon Correctional Facility, 1728 agents, escape and bank robbery. ‘Edward’ Goodman Africa, POB 1272, New York, NY 10013, 

W Bluewater Hwy, Ionia, MI "Oso Blanco" funneled money #AM4974, SCI Mahanoy, 301 USA; www.thejerichomovement. 
48846, USA. Serving four to 10 that he stole from banks to the Morea Rd, Frackville, PA 17932, com. 

years for the arson of two new- Zapatista Army of National Lib- USA. ‘North American Earth Libera- 

ly constructed condominiums, eration in Mexico. ‘William Phillips Africa, tion Prisoners Support Network, 

trying to chop down an 80-foot ‘Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, #AM4984, and Delbert Orr Af- naelpsn@mutualaid.org; www. 

utility pole and attempting to USP Lewisburg, POB 1000, Lew- rica, #AM4985, SCI Dallas, Fol- ecoprisoners.org. 
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Tragedy in the Sweat Lodge Ceremony 




By Beth R. Jacobs 

Over the past decade, everywhere within 
fifty miles of where I live has become almost 
completely deforested — roads widened; 
endless developments and parcels of land 
sold, stripped and just left bare. The town 
has never been obstructed in its ceaseless 
destruction of marshland, where more con- 
crete is laid for more condominiums and 
over priced houses, driving up property 
taxes and leaving the police station com- 
plaining about constantly having to answer 
their private alarm systems. I assume there 
is some sort of kickback going on because 
there is no other way of getting authori- 
ties settle for higher traffic and taxes and 
flooding in the streets, yards and basements 
caused by this overdevelopment. 

I called the county about a month ago, as 
a neighbor was cutting down a young tree. 
With huge flood lights in the school yard 
behind us we need all the trees we can get 
to block the glare at night, to absorb the 






Flooding caused by a lack of trees and brush that once absored the rain 


increasing exhaust fumes, and to help stop 
the increasing streams of water that run by 
the fence. A few houses around here have 
been destroyed due to improper drainage 
from developers. The county said the tree 
was out of their jurisdiction — this tiny ten- 
year-old was cut down to widen a driveway. 
Oh, to be in Westchester, New York where 
one can be fined for cutting down a tree. 

Within a week of my complaint I got a call, 
"There is a limb on a tree in your yard which 
is breaking off and needs to be removed . . . " — 
someone called the county. A rainstorm 
had knocked pieces into the road. (Several 
times I ran out and removed much larger 
sections of this oldster before.) Then it 
got worse — the county wanted the entire 
thing gone or our homeowners' insurance 
would be notified, and we would not be 
covered for it. Two experts refused to sign 
papers saying they could save it. And this 
past Saturday the county came and took 
it. It was possibly dangerous, but with 
certified arborists who also advertise tree 

■ removal, I wonder what could've 
been done. 

That phone call makes me feel 
so responsible and worried. The 
I county moved the road over in 
front of my home a few years ago 
on the side which the tree was rot- 
ting. I assumed the roots couldn't 
spread out. All around the capital 
region roads in upstate New York 
more trees are rotting the same 
M | way, on the side facing the streets. 
|.My tree was cut down in an hour 
|and its stump ground in less time. 
1 That was the final straw. 

? The morning they came for the 
| stump, I eased over the edge of the 
sink and knew. Some kind of puller 
was coming toward my home. It 
d the rain, looked just like the one in the car 


manual I'd been studying over the weekend. 
I'd hoped to at least count the rings, but they 
came at 8 a.m. I ran out the door in my paja- 
mas and bare feet, hair a mess, to ask if they 
could wait, but they just started right in, 
and I didn't put up a fight. It had measured 
twelve feet around and about forty feet high. 
There are pictures of my family near it from 
my childhood, and this pa'st weekend it was 
taken. Now it will be a good ten degrees hot- 
ter in the summer, and with new buildings 
in the school yard (built on a marsh), I fear 
our homes' foundation will be eaten away 
by rain that will have no place else to go. 

The change in eminent domain laws has 
made it so one can see the landscape 
being destroyed daily. There have been a few 
groups fighting this, but with little success. 
One intersection where land was stripped 
hasn't even been sold yet. It just stands bare 
of its former thicket, causing flooding as the 
rain washes right over it into the busy street. 
New York has been cited as one of the most 
horrible, if not the worst, abuser of eminent 
domain in the country. 

Another road intersecting was widened so 
much it is now dangerous when rain falls. 
Driving on it this past Saturday, there was 
a heron I'd seen across the river, and I saw 
it again about twenty miles away. My heart 
began to hurt — a builder, also an assem- 
blyman, was bulldozing its home — oh, my. 
I constantly see the homeless herons, dead 
coyotes, and must, with increased frequency, 
decide if water is too deep to drive through. 

In an area where men wear camouflage, 
have gun racks and bumper stickers of female 
silhouettes with deer heads, a hand painted 
sign stands testament to the carnage: "There 
will soon be no more open spaces.'' I'm glad 
I'm not a tree or heron or coyote, but what 
does this mean for me? 

Beth is a lifetime resident of Niskayuna in 
Schenectady County, New York. 
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announcements 


Anti-Olympics Convergence — February 10-15 

Join the resistance to the 2010 Winter Games in Vancouver, 
Canada to confront the colonial and capitalist forces behind the 

*“ ,.rith tVir. Eohnnr r 17, nnen- 

ing ceremonies, and the Games last through February 28. For more 
information on how to help disrupt this multi-billion dollar event, 
contact olympicresistance@riseup.net or visit no2010.org. 

2010 Earth First! Organizers' Conference and Winter 
Rendezvous — February 11-15 

Santa Barbara, California will be hosting the 2010 Organizers' 
Conference (OC) and the Winter Rendezvous this year. The OC is 
Thursday, February 11, through Saturday, February 13. The yearly" 
OC brings together EFlers representing local groups and bioregions 
around the country to discuss strategy, campaigns and other move- 
ment issues in spokes-council style meetings. There is a vetting pro- 
cess for the Organizers Conference, so please get in contact with 
the OC committee if you or a representative from your campaign 
or group is planning to attend. The Winter Rendezvous will follow, 
beginning on Saturday night, running through Monday, February 
15, with the traditional post-Rondy action likely on Tuesday, Febru- 
ary 16. No need for advance notice for the Rondy as it is open to all. 
Be prepared for mild-but-rainy weather, warm campfires, great com- 
pany and an absolutely spectacular time! For more details, including 
location, workshops, the OC agenda, a ride board and other infor- 
mation visit www.20100C.org. If you have large tents, tables, extra 
camping or other resources to contribute contact EFinSB@gmail.com. 

Help the Beehive Design Collective & The True Cost of Coal 
Campaign This Spring! 

A Swarm is coming! This spring the Beehive Design Collective, 
a non-profit, volunteer driven, political arts organization based in 
eastern Maine, is touring the US with its newest graphics campaign. 
The Beehive will be presenting a giant banner reproduction of The 
True Cost of Coal graphic, about 80 percent complete, to explore the 
true cost of "cheap" mountaintop removal coal mining — from its 
devastating local impacts, to the larger context of systems, which 
both demand coal-fired electricity and suffer the results. Bring The 


True Cost of Coal to your community, school or collective living 
space and help the Bees fundraise to print the poster for mass dis- 
tribution this spring. To learn more about fundraising with the 
Beehive poster and how to book a presentation, visit their website 
at WWW.BEF.HIVTf;Of.l.KUIW-..UKG. — — - -> ^ ~ "" — 

15th Annual Bay Area Anarchist Book Fair— March 13-14 

Bound Together Bookstore presents two days of anarchist and alter- 
native booksellers, distributors, independent presses and political 
groups exhibiting materials for folks of all ages. There will also be 
food, speakers, panel discussions and much more. Go to sfbookfair. 
worppress.com for specifics, or just go the San Francisco County Fair 
Building in Golden Gate Park in March. 

New Free Literature Distro for Prisoners 

East Bay Prisoner Support (EBPS) is a brand new prison abolition 
group and a member of the Anarchist Black Cross Network. They 
serve as a resource center, providing information about Bay Area 
prison abolition and prison support Work and some information on 
Ai national and international prisoner support. 

The Long Haul Infoshop in Berkeley, Califor- 
j pfflf U . — ■ — “fZ 1 nia hosts the EBPS prisoner support night ev- 

\ I TqK.' M yS- — , \ ery Wednesday from 7-8:30pm. Envelopes 
- — T.° \ and stamps are available for pen-pal writ- 

U A 00 ®~ _ — — — " \ ing and sending resource materials out’ 

1 to prisoners. To get involved, visit www. 

\ myspace.com/ebps or e-mail 

EBPS@riseup.net. 


Glad I'm Not a Tree 1 

1 or a Coyote or a Heron 






We Couldn’t Agree More! 


While we are renowned in the marketplace 
for our sincere passion in advancing organic 
agriculture and pesticide-free foods, this only 
represents the first step towards chemical 
free living and a world without pesticides. 
For our food, our families, and our future, 
we encourage you in joining Mountain Rose 
Herbs- in our struggle to abandon the use 
of chemicals and pesticides within 
our homes and gardens. 

For the very best in organic herbal 
products you can find all you need at 
www. mountainroseherbs.com. 


mountain rose 


PO BOX 50220 • EUGENE, OR 97405 


Pictured here are the children of 
Mountain Rose Herbs’ employee, Felicia Golden 
(from left to right: Ariel, Taiia, and Avian na) 


[ESDEFI 


CENTER 

www.cldc.org 


Defending and upholding civil 
liberties through education, 
outreach, litigation and legal 
support and assistance since 
2003. 


- Fighting the Green Scare — 
every day, in the courts, press 
and on the streets. 


-—- Challenging repressive laws 
like the Animal Enterprise Ter- 
rorism Act (www.abolishthe- 
aeta.org). 


-Over 170 peace, environ- 
mental, human and animal 
rights activists represented for 
free or very low-cost. 

-Know Your Rights work- 
shops in English, Spanish and 
a youth version. 


{Hitting the finishing touches on its newest graphic, 


W NEED PREDATORS 


Roger Peet, We Need Predators. 

4-color silkscreen print. $16 


YOU can help us raise the funds and support we need to print thousands of copies of 
this graphic and accompanying educational materials! 

BOOR US AT YOUR SCHOOL: 0“ tour with giant portable murals, the Bees use 
art as a tool for popular analysis, education and organizing. ]rfe offer high energy, 
interactive, graphic-based picture-lectures that speak to the complex struggles around 
energy and resource extraction, as well as the small-scale actions we can take to 


t///. 


-Legal Observer trainings and 
coordination for rallies, pro- 
tests and civil disobedience. 


Over 200 political prints, posters, 
books, & sines, as well as a 
destination to find out about 
radical art and culture. 

We believe in the power of 
personal expression in concert 
with collective action to 
transform society. 


We defend your rights to take 
a stand! Help your fellow ac- 
tivists continue their work by 
supporting the Civil Liberties 
Defense Council! Donations 
and monthly donor informa- 
tion available online or at 


COLLABORAH WITH US ON OUR PRINT RUN: order bulk posters at just above cost 
for your organization or school, or prepay for your own copy hot off the press! 

MORE INFO afc beehivecoIlectjve.bIogspot.com 


www.justseeds.org 
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Mail: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 
Online: www.earthfirstjournal.org 


K PRESS PUBLISHING AND DISTRIBUTION * OAld.ANP, EDiNBUPGH, BALTIMORE 


woo. 


VikaUsteC VajTe. 
the. boss of 
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faster than a Speeding 
zz P ack of Dogs 


WorldsBestBikeStickers.com 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip+4 


.Country. 


Email . 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) O $50 Air Mail, International 
O $40 First Class (US $, no foreign checks) 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope Q $20 Prisoner Subscription 

O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate \ 

$ DONATION Thanks for your support! 


Support the Earth First! Journal: visit 
Submit your design ideas to collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 

> Tur Earth FIRST 1 . JOURNAL HAS JOINEP FORCES WITH THE 

Hungry Knife Artist Collective anp Peace Supplies 

> PRINT SHOP TO EXP ANP ON OUR PESIGNS ANP DISTRIBUTION . 

Check out our collaborators at: www.hungryknife.com 

ANP WWW.PEACESUPPLIES.ORG 


• Every order over $40 gets free goodies, 

U the 20 Y ear anniversary Edition of the Earth 

First. Journal. Nov - Dec will be 30 years in print and 
y ?“ r . Suppor ^ is needed (and greatly appreciated!) 
to keep us fightin' for the wild and producing the 
worlds' radieal environmental Journal ! 


"I spent a year in the Northwoods of Wisconsin at an 
outdoor school. It was not a survival school, because I 
died. I died to my old way of thinking. I died to being 
egocentric. I died to the pursuit of the civilized lifeway. 
I became alive to many other things — became alive to 
the Circle. I became alive to the native lifeway. I became 
alive to the connectedness of all things. I became alive 
to trusting, being and the now. My heart is full. I have 
much to share, more than words can say. " 

— Coyote Three Feathers aka ]ohn Herron 
(Wilderness Guide Program 2004-2005) 


COULD A YEAR INTHE WILDERNESS DO THIS FOR YOU? 
www. teachingdrum.org 

(715) 546-2944 


The Earth First! Journal Collective is dedicated to supporting political 
prisoners, through letter writing and subscriptions to the Journal. Our aim is 
to help those who wish to receive the Journal to be able to do so. This is 
possible, in part, by donations from our subscribers. Thank you for your help! 
If you apart of a prisoner support group and want to know more about how 
you can get Journals for prisoners you are in contact with or if you know of a 
prisoner we should list on our pages, send send us an e-mail. 


Work Collectively... 


while Maintaining Your Sanity! 


donate a subscription to 

— - a, mmmtsl 


Come Hell or High Water: A Handbook on 
Collective Process Gone Awry helps in- 
dividuals navigate the world of egalitar- 
ian, directly democratic groups. From 
their experiences working with egalitarian 
and anarchist organizations, Delfina Van- 
nucci and Richard Singer offer a street- 
level view of how social relationships and 
power work. Lessons are learned and 
hindsight is 20/20, and Come Hell or High 
Water offers readers both in this little gem. 


Critical, humorous, and prophetic, this 
book is a must-read for those new to egali- 
tarian groups as well as for the salty old 
vet that thinks she’s got it all figured out. 
It’s a tough world out there; it’s a world that 
doesn't prepare us for developing social 
relationships based on trust, caring, and 
solidarity— as well as a healthy respect tor 
differences. Whether playing a role in an 
anarchist organization, horizontal social or 
political group, worker co-op, or trying to 
incorporate egalitarian processes where 
they don't already exist, Come Hell or High 
Water will help keep you focused on the 
positives and help in avoiding the pitfalls. 


COME HELL OR HIGH WATER: 


A HANDBOOK ON COLLECTIVE 
PROCESS GONE AWRY 


By Delfina Vannucci and Richard Singer 

9781849350181 | $10.00 | January 2010 

Order now at akpress.org and get a 
25% discount! 


AK Press | 510.208.1700 1 akpress.org 
674-A 23rd Street | Oakland, CA 94612 


Credit Card Orders 
# • 


circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp: date ; 
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Find the EF! group nearest you. If you don’t see one, start one 


NORTH CAROLINA 

Croatan EF! 

2419 Mayview St, Raleigh, NC 27607 
croatanearthfirst@gmail.com 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
Rising Tide Asheville 
ashevillerisingtide@gmail.com 

OHIO 

HokHokken EF! 
info@eastemforestdefense.org 

OREGON 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 

Cascadia EFI-Eugene 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

cascadiaef@gmail.com 

Cascadia EF!-Portland 

POB 11662, Portland, OR 97217 

cascadia_ef@riseup.net 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

Rising Tide North America 

POB 11664, Portland, OR 97211 

(202) 657-6772; 

WWW.RISINGTIDENORTHAMERICA.ORG 

collective@greenanarchy.org 

TENNESSEE 

Three Rivers EF! 

POB 20363, Knoxville, TN 37920 
annebonnylives@yahoo.com 


1307 Central Terrace Lake Worth, PL 33460 
(561) 249-2071; evergladesearthfirst@gmailxom 

GEORGIA 

Species Traitor/Black and Green Press 
POB 81303, Athens, GA 30608 
primalwar@gmail.com 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! 

(773) 465-7774 

INDIANA 

Roadblock EF! 
roadblockef@yahoo . com 
stopI69.wordpress.com 
MAINE 

Maine EF! 

POB 1072, Belfast, ME 04915 

maineef@yahoo.com 

Native Forest Network 

nfnmaine@gmail.com 

Penobscot Bay Watch-Gulf of Maine 

POB 1871, Rockland, ME 04841 

penbay@justice.com 

People's Free Space 

POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 

info@peoplesfreespace.org 

MARYLAND 

Potomac EF! 

c/o Peace Resource Center, 

4 E Church St, Frederick, MD 21701 
potomacearthfirst@gmail.com 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

info@massdirectaction.org 

MINNESOTA 

Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 

MISSOURI 

Confluence/Community Arts & Media Project 

POB 63232, Saint Louis, MO 63163 ( 

confluence@Usts.indymedia.org 

MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 

(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 

Wild Rockies EF! 

odinswyrd@yahoo.com 

NEBRASKA 

EF! Nebraska 

205 N Mears St, Chadron, NE 69337 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobmcel@gmail.com 

NEW YORK 

Breakdown Records 

emag@graffiti.net 

Wetlands Activism Collective 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

activism@wetlands-preserve.org 


ARIZONA 

Anti-Lab Peace Squad 

c/o Branscam and Trish Scam 

PO BOX 343; Cameron, AZ 86020 

Black Mesa Indigenous Support 

BLACKMESAIS.ORG 

Catalyst Infoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 
info@catalystinfoshop.org 
Chuk'shon EF! 
chukshonef@riseup.net 
WWW.CHUKSHONEF.WORDPRESS.COM 

Root Force 

POB 1302, Tucson, AZ 85702 

info@rootforce.org 

Taala Hooghan 

1926 N. 4th St. #7B, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 
infofosho@gmail.com 
ARKANSAS 
Arkansas EF! 

arkansasearthfirst@gmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 
•NEW CONTACT ‘ - 
Diablo Earth First! 

San Francisco Bay Area 
diabloearthfirst@gmail.com 
Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 

info@freemindmedia.org 

Healeth EF! 

POB 720327, Redding, CA 96099 
(530) 241-1007 

Humboldt EF! 

(707) 834-5170; contactefhum@gmail.com 

WWW.EFHUMBOLDT.ORG 

Long Haul Infoshop 
3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 
North Coast EF! 

POB 4646, Areata, CA 95518; (707) 822-1513 
northcoastearthfirstl@yahoo.com 

NOKTHCOASTEAKrHHRST.ORG 

Santa Cruz EF! « • 

cruzef@cmzio.com 

Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 
collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 
smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 
2940 16th St #201, San Francisco, CA 94103 
info@smartmeme.org 

COLORADO 

High Country EF! 
highcountryearthfirst@riseup.net 

CONNECTICUT 
Environmental Library Fund 
25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 
(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 
FLORIDA 

Central Florida EF! 
centralfloridaearthfirst@gmail.com 
Everglades EF! 


Rice, Beans & Revolution 

402 N. Main, McAllen, TX 78501 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 

(435) 866-2137 

VERMONT 

Green Mountain EF! 

greenmtearthfirst@yahoo.com 

Save the Corporations From Themselves 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; corpsave@sover.net 

VIRGINIA 

Blue Ridge EF! 

blueridgeef@yahoo.com 


Evergreen State College 
Environmental Resource Center 

2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 

Olympia, WA 98505 

(360) 867-6784 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF! Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

(608) 262-9036 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


GroenFront! Netherlands 

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 

2007@groenfront.nl; www.groenfront.nl 

NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International 
20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 

Benin City, Nigeria 
environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

POLAND 
•NEW CONTACT 
Refuse Records 
PO Box 7 

02-792 Warszawa 78 
Poland 

refuserecords@gmail .com 

RUSSIA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 
0112-44-84-43 


BRITAIN 

Earth First! Action Update 
www.earthfirst.org.uk/efau 
Leeds EF! 

Box GPD, The Commonplace, 23-25, Wharf Street 
Leeds LS2 7EQ; leeds@earthfirst.org.uk 
London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London, El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London, El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; london@risihgtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

manchester@earthfirst.org.uk 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany 

green.rage@web.de 

ICELAND 

Saving Iceland 

savingiceland@riseup.net 

WWW.SAVINGICELAND.ORG 

NETHERLANDS 

ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12A, 1018 CM, 

Amsterdam, Netherlands 
31-20-668-2236; info@aseed.net 


EF! Australia 

POB 1270, Albany, WA, 6330, Australia 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
www.earthfirst.org.au 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 


EF! Belgium Support Group 

belgium2005@groenfront.be 

GroenFront! Belgium 

2007@groenfront.be; 

www.groenfront.be 

CANADA 

Elaho EF! 

earth_first@resist.ca 
Ottawa EF! - 
ottawaearthfirst@resist.ca 


Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 
IRELAND 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 
atgblue@yahoo.com 


Green Korea United 
110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 
136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu 
Seoul, South Korea 

82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 


Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! Directory include: exposure for local and regional 
campaigns; merchandise discounts; and bulk copies of the Journal for the price of postage. For more 


information, contact the EF! Journal , POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; (520) 620-6900; 

collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 
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Mass Actions for Climate Justice • Diablo EF! • Unsettling Minnesota 
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Dakota People 

Defiantly Occupy Land 



Tribal Chairman Brandon Sazue 


BY Waziyatawin, Ph.D 

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) is trying to exploit a legal loophole in order 
to, once again, unjustly seize indigenous held land as the US Government has 
done by various methods countless times before. The Dakota people need support 
and solidarity to save what's left of their land from yet still more government theft. 
Crow Creek Land is not for sale. 

Brandon Sazue's camper sitting in the middle of the prairie presented a 
lonely but inspiring image as we drove up Wednesday afternoon. Despite 
the bitter cold and wind, the young Crow Creek tribal chairman was tak- 
ing a stand against the United States' theft of any more Dakota lands, tell- 
ing us, "Crow Creek land is not for sale and it never will be." 

Symbolically placing his camper under a wind data tower, Sazue has 
committed to remain on this parcel of land as long as it takes to achieve 
justice. The land is part of the 7,112 acres recently stolen by the US gov- 
ernment in what amounts to a 21st century land grab. Because the land 
is not currently held in trust, on December 4, 2009, the IRS claimed 
it and auction it off as a means to settle what it asserts is a delinquent 
$3,123,790 tax bill. Though most of the Crow Creek reservation is situ- 
ated within the poorest county in the US, the land under dispute hap- 
pens to contain world-class sites for the harnessing of wind power. As 
the world’s fossil fuels dwindle and alternative energy sources are in- 
creasingly sought after, Crow Creek lands have become increasingly at- 
tractive to outside interests. Whoever develops the site for wind-energy 
stands to make a fortune. This connection is not lost on Chairman Sazue. 

Anyone who understands the history of the Dakota people since inva- 
sion and conquest cannot help but be stunned by this attack on the tribal 
lands of people who have already suffered so much. After the US Dakota 
War of 1862, the US federal government and the state of Minnesota initi- 
ated polices of genocide and ethnic cleansing against Dakota people in 
our beloved homeland. White Minnesotans hanged 38 Dakota warriors, 
rounded-up and force-marched our populations to concentration camps 
in Mankato and Fort Snelling, then forcibly removed us from Minnesota 
to fulfill Governor Alexander Ramsey's genocidal call for extermination or 
forced removal. Dakota people were loaded onto boats that went down the 
Mississippi River and then up the Missouri River on a journey that was so 
horrendous, a missionary at the time compared it to the Middle Passage of 
the slaves. Under gun and bayonet, our ancestors were brought to Crow 

Creek in 1863. Thus, Crow Creek began as a concentration camp. 

continued on page 8 


Decolonizing, Destroying Borders and Attacking Infrastructure 

What side are you on? 


A question that all past revolutionaries have had to ask themselves at critical moments in humyn history: 
Which side are we on? Down with Borders, Up With Spring! — Panagioti (EF!J July-August 2006). 


By Survival Solidarity 

On January 16, Dine, O'odham and Anar- 
chist/Anti-authoritarian (DO@) people an- 
swered a call-out from the O'odham Solidarity 
Across Borders Collective and Phoenix Class 
War Council to form the DO@ Bloc. The bloc, 
consisting of anarchists and Indigenous people, 
converged on occupied Akimel O'odham Pi- 
Posh land (Phoenix) to take part in what was a 
larger march against Maricopa County, Sheriff 
Joe Arpaio. Arpaio is well known for his racist 
border politics and strict prison regulations. 
However this time people were confronting his 
repression on those who take situations into 
their own hands and defiantly cross the border 
without permission. 


No deportations, relocations 
or foreclosures. 

The Bloc's masks and hoodies were not the 
only points of contrast between them and other 
march participants. The DO@ bloc represented 
the distaste in many people's mouths from end- 
less banal discussions and approaches to the bor- 
der. It brought the unwillingness to ignore the 
nightmare of capitalism that socially reinforces 
the walls that divide us. The DO@ bloc consisted 
of those who chose to no longer acquiesce to the 
displacement of people due to capitalism, coloni- 
zation and invasive infrastructure projects. 

From the original call: 

Who? 

"We are an autonomous, anti-capitalist force 
that demands free movement and an end to 



Banner From Anti-Arpaio March 

forced dislocations for all people. We challenge 
with equal force both the systems of control that 
seek to occupy and split our lands in two, as well 
as the organized commodifying of every day life 
that reduces the definition of freedom to what 
can be produced and sold where and to whom, 
and compels our social relations to bend to the 

continued on page 18 
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Artist: Hungry Knife 


significantly edited, we will make 
a reasonable effort to contact the 
author prior to publication. 
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Up the Action, Not the Propag 


When I started on this issue of 
the Earth First! Journal, I came 
into it thinking about what I was 
doing a year ago, and what insight 
I have gained. This last year, we 
have had many blows: we have 
had loved ones locked behind bars, 
comrades indicted on trumped-up 
charges and friends subpoenaed 
to grand juries. It is really difficult 
to write about this past year in a 
positive manner. But 1 have been 
inspired by those who, even under 
the pressure and intimidation of 
years in jail, refused to cooperate 
with governmental officials' 
fishing expeditions; by those who 
did not get away, but after years of 
incarnation are getting out anyway; 
by those who have dedicated 
their lives fighting for the wild, 
be it strategic and effective paper- 
wrenching or well planned 
monkey-wrenching. 

After arriving in Tucson, I started 
doing some homework; I read past 
issues of the journal dating back as far 
as the late 80s, and what was available 
of the Do or Die publications put 
out in the late '90s, and early 2000s. 
After reading those publications, 
I realized there was something 


missing in what is published now. 
Action reports recently have been 
missing fierce honesty. I want to 
read candid news that is exciting, 


not propaganda. Are we so caught 
up in a cycle of civil disobedience 
that we can't think past it? 
before it, for that matter, 
grassroots organizing.) The 
indicates that we have the 
to be creative in our endi 
We don't need to be delu: 
about our actions; they 
speak for themselves. 

I don't think I could put it 
better than Rod Coronado 


Wr% ■ 

when he said, "This resistance 
is not about remaining true to 
civil disobedience, it's about 
preventing the wholesale 
destruction of our one and only 
life support system. Our greatest 
strategic assessment should be 
whether our actions are effecting 
the financial bottom-line of the 
destroyers of Earth." 

"Live wild or die” should not 
just be something that we write 
in e-mails, letters and books. It 
should be something we take 
tof/ logging roads, slaughter 
houses, coal mines, vivisection 
labs, prisons, detention centers, 
border walls, and pipelines. 
Letfus remember what we are 
struggling for and who we are 
fighting against. Because "Earth 
First!" should not roll off the 
tongues of our enemies with ease, 
iey should choke upon it, like a 
one stuck in their throats. 
From struggles in Scotland to 
exico, from Arizona to West 
Virginia there is resistance to that 
which is killing us and Earth. So 
lets live wild and be fierce as fuck. 
Ante Up! 

— Yyks! 
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While Carrie Feldman Remains 
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Incarcerated and Scott DeMuth Awaits Trial 


by the Scott and Carrie 

Support Committee 

On Tuesday, November 17, 
2009, Carrie Feldman and Scott 
DeMuth of Minneapolis were 
called before a federal grand jury 
in Davenport, Iowa. The grand 
jury is investigating an unsolved 
Animal Liberation Front (ALF) ac- 
tion at the University of Iowa in 
2004, in which research equip- 
ment was damaged and hundreds 
of an im als were liberated and 
placed in loving homes. Carrie 
and Scott were subpoenaed in one 
of the most recent uses of Green 
Scare tactics in Minnesota — the 
government's desperate attempt 
to obtain information about 
activists, grasp at straws to file 
charges against them, and dis- 
rupt radical animal-rights and 
environmental movements both 
above and below-ground. Right- 
fully, Carrie and Scott refused to 
cooperate and testify. 

At the request of Prosecu- 
tor Cliff Cronk, District Judge 
John Jarvey found them in con- 
tempt of court and had them 
taken into custody immedi- 
ately. Two days later, Scott was 
charged with conspiracy under 
the Animal Enterprise Terror- 
ism Act (AETA), becoming the 
seventh person charged un- 
der this dangerous law passed 
through . shady procedures in 
2006. Once he was facing a 
criminal charge, his charge of 
civil contempt was dropped, 
and he became eligible for re- 
lease. Cronk tried to keep him 
locked up by arguing that his 
political beliefs and associa- 
tions make him a "domestic 
terrorist," but these ridiculous 
arguments failed and Scott was 
released after about two weeks. 
Since then, and with the tre- 
mendous generosity of scores 
of people and a personal loan, 
we made the $10,000 retainer 
payment for Scott's lawyer, Mi- 
chael Deutsch, an experienced 
lawyer from the People's Law 
Office in Chicago. 

Carrie's situation has been 
drastically different. She re- 
mains locked up in Iowa as the 
government punishes her for 
her political beliefs and resis- 
tance to the grand jury process. 
She could be held for the dura- 
tion of the grand jury — another 
nine months. In early December 
2009, her lawyer filed a motion 
to have her released, but it was 
denied, on January 22, after a 
series of dirty tricks by the pros- 
ecutor and judges. The appellate 
judges made a rare request for the 
prosecutor to file an additional 
reply to the appeal; that showed 
the judges felt they needed extra 
convincing to substantiate the 
decision they wanted to make — 
to keep Carrie in custody. They 
also allowed the prosecution to 
file secret evidence that not even 
her lawyers can see. 

In early January, Leana Stor- 
mont, currently a lawyer in 
Virginia, was subpoenaed to ap- 
pear before the grand jury. An 
outspoken animal rights activ- 
ist when she was a law student 
at the University of Iowa, Leana 


experienced overt harassment 
by the FBI after the ALF action 
in 2004. Her lawyers are fight- 
ing the subpoena, and there is 
no indication that she is cooper- 
ating with the state. We're cur- 
rently working on establishing a 
relationship with her to keep our 
solidarity strong. 

Scott and Carrie are being tar- 
geted because they are commit- 
ted radical activists who refuse to 
be intimidated into cooperating 
in the repression of dissent, not 
because the Feds believe they ac- 
tually had anything to do with 
the 2004 University of Iowa inci- 
dent. Despite the empty nature of 
the case, the Feds have enormous 
power, and Carrie and Scott need 
our support — financial, personal, 
and political — at every step of this 
process. This is one of countless 
examples of the ways that the 
State utilizes the court system to 
subvert and disrupt movements 
for social change; we owe it to 
our friends and our movement 
to fight this battle. 

Grand juries have historically 
been used to repress dissent and 
disrupt social movements by 
intimidating people into aban- 
doning their activism, unjustly 
incarcerating them and separat- 
ing them from their commu- 
nities, and conducting fishing 
expeditions for information 
about movements. Despite the 
government's claims that grand 
juries are necessary to uphold 
the law and create a just soci- 
ety, their true purpose has been 
demonstrated in the persecution 
of people ranging from journal- 
ists who refused to identify their 
sources, to five of the Black Pan- 
thers known as the San Fran- 
cisco 8, to activists involved in 
the Puerto Rican independence 
movement to earth- and animal 
liberation activists. 

Unlike the "petit" jury, which is 
used to determine guilt in a trial, 
a grand jury Consists of 16 to 23 
jurors who are not screened for 
bias-. The purpose of the grand 
jury is not to determine guilt or 
innocence, but to decide whether 
there is probable cause to pros- 
ecute someone for a felony crime. 
The grand jury operates in secrecy 
and the normal mles of evidence 
do not apply. The prosecutor mns 
the proceedings and no judge is 
present. Defense lawyers are not 
allowed to be present in the grand 
jury room and canriot present 
evidence, but may be available 
outside the room to consult with 
witnesses. The prosecutor and the 
grand jury members may not re- 
veal what occurred in the grand 
jury room and witnesses cannot 
always obtain a transcript of their 
testimony. 

Because of their broad sub- 
poena powers and secretive 
nature, grand juries have been 
used by the government to 
gather information on politi- 
cal movements and to disrupt 
those movements by causing 
fear and mistrust. The grand 
jury lends itself to improper 
political investigations due in 
part to the prosecutor's ability 
to question witnesses without 
regard for rules that prohibit 



irrelevant, unreliable, or un- 
lawfully obtained evidence. 
Those called before the grand 
jury may be compelled to an- 
swer any question, even those 
relating to lawful personal, and 
political activities. That infor- 
mation has been used by the 
government as a basis to con- 
duct further surveillance and 
disrupt political dissent. 

When used against political 
movements the grand jury causes 
fear and mistrust, because those 
who refuse to answer questions 
about their First Amendment po- 
litical activities, friends and asso- 
ciates may be jailed for the life of 
the grand jury: up to 18 months. If 
a witness asserts her Fifth Amend- 
ment right to remain silent, she 
may be forced to accept immu- 
nity or go to jail for contempt, 
which is what happened to Car- 
rie. Even a witness who attempts 
to cooperate can be jailed if minor 
inconsistencies are found in her 
testimony. Such a perjury charge 
may stand, even if the grand jury 
fails to hand down any indict- 
ment for what it was ostensibly 
investigating. 

As if using a grand jury wasn't 
bad enough, Cronk pulled a con- 
spiracy charge under the AETA 
out of his bag of dirty prosecu- 
tion tricks to pressure Scott into 
giving him the information he 
wants (and thinks Scott knows). • 
The AETA qualifies interference 
with and protest of animal en- 
terprises, including First Amend- 
ment-protected activities, as 
terrorism. The AETA is a frighten- 
ing expansion of an already out- 
rageous and undemocratic piece 
of legislation, the Animal En- 
terprise Protection Act. Pushed 
through Congress by animal 
industry lobbyists and passed 
with only a handful of Congress 
members present, the AETA is 
a testament to the desperation 
of animal enterprises in an era 
of growing popular support for 
animal rights causes. Matthew 
Strugar, a cooperating attorney 
with the Center for Constitu- 
tional Rights, points out that 
the AETA could even criminal- 
ize such traditional protest tac- 
tics as economic boycotts if they 
endanger profits for an industry 
benefiting from the exploitation 
of animals. The AETA is a dan- 
gerous piece of legislation whose 
very existence threatens not just 
animal rights activists but any- 
one with an interest in, effect- 
ing meaningful social change in 
this society. To date, only seven 
people have been charged under 
the AETA In addition to Scott, 
they are: California activists Jo- 
seph Buddenburg, Maryam Kha- 
javi, Nathan Pope, and Adriana 


Stumpo (the AETA 4); and Utah 
activists Alex Hall arid B.J. Viehl. 

The legal battles that Carrie 
and Scott are fighting are some 
of the most recent instances of 
the systemic repression that the 
State has used to disrupt, weaken, 
and destroy movements for jus- 
tice and liberation. Their strug- 
gles are thus tied to the struggles 
of radical activists . from many 
movements and eras, and the 
outcomes of their struggles will 
affect all of us for however many 
more years the Empire retains its 
power. We strengthen our move- 
ment when we stand in solidarity 
with those the State has stolen 
away from us by demonstrating 
our refusal to allow its repressive 
actions to destroy our efforts at 
creating a better world, a world 
built on liberation for all and 
mutual aid: We also directly help 
our comrades when they need us 
the most. 

More funds are needed to help 
pay for ongoing legal costs for 
both Scott and Carrie, so you 
and your friends can continue 
to donate online through PayPal 
by visiting www.davenportgrand- 
jury.wordpress.com or by mailing 
checks or money orders made 
out to Coldsnap Legal Collective 
with "EWOK!" in the memo line 
to Coldsnap Legal Collective, 
P.O. Box 50514, Minneapolis, 
MN 55405. 

For more updates, you can 
email supportcarrieandscott-sub- 
scribe@lists.riseup.net to join our 
announcements listserv. (An- 
nouncements will no longer be 
going out over the Earth War- 
riors Are OK! (EWOK!) listserv, 
but you can visit www.midwest- 
greenscare.org for more infor- 
mation about activists targeted 
by the Green Scare.) You can 
also join the "Support Carrie and 
Scott! Resist State Repression!" 
Facebook group to stay informed 
and get involved in supporting 
them. Anyone can host a fund- 
raiser, print and distribute the 
flyers available on the support 
website, and talk to their friends 
and families about the issues and 
why we all must fight back and 
stand in solidarity with Carrie 
and Scott. 

Additionally, Carrie needs sup- 
port from folks in the form of 
letters. You can write to her at: 

Muscatine County Jail Inmate 

c/o Carolyn Feldman 

400 Walnut Street 

Muscatine, Iowa 52761 

Some of this information on 
grand juries came from www. 

grandjuryresistanceproject.org 
and some of the information on 
the AETA came from www.aeta4. 
org. Check out those websites 
for further information. 
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Dear Shit Fer Brains.... 


Dear Professor Stone, 

Reading the EF! piece "Weather 
or Not..." I thought you would be 
interested in Georgia's "wholesale 
dearcutting." And the fake enviro- 
protection provided by state agen- 
des that are fronts for industry. 

You are on target about the need 
to address deforestation. Emissions 
are a distraction to smokescreen 
more deadly issues like spedes ex- 
tinction, toxic trash (depleted ura- 
nium, obsolete nukes dumped into 
the Atlantic) and deforestation. 
That most holy of Grails, growth, 
must remain Untouchable. Justice 
William O. Douglas' statement 
rings true: "The main purpose of 
the Corporation State is to turn all 
the riches of the earth into dollars." 

Another major issue avoided — 
the major issue the impossibility of 
progress while the G8 wages inces- 
sant war on "rouge nations." First, 
it was communism; now it is ter- 
rorism — Both strawmen justifying 
Mr. Big's number one moneymak- 
er and crowd-controller. Douglas 
writes, "...The contraption of war 
has perhaps been the easiest of all 
tilings to sell to people." Especial- 
ly easy when those who make the 
contraptions own the media. 

Far from saving earth, their 
passion is for conquest, profit 
and destruction. They are consis- 
tent; clearcuting forests and the 
genocide of people. 

Our mission: wonkeywrench the 
mega-death machine. In every pos- 
sible way, doing all in our power to 
defend the "riches of the earth." 

Sincerely, 

— Charles Wiggin 

Dear. Earth First! Folks: 

I was transferred back to 
WERDCC way long ago, but am 
only now out of Da Hole and get- 
ting back to business. So here's my 
Change of Address. 

Sorry to be so slow. And thank 
you\ I got my September-October 
issue last night. Now I can feel 
"kept up" on everything! * smile* 

Can I ask for sortuva special fa- 
vor? I think it was in your May-June 
issue, though it might have been 
March-April, dam it... There was 
an ad for Vegan shirts that was 
so neat 1 wanTed 
to write to the 
company. But 
I wasn't quick 
enough, and 
they made me 
get rid of your 
magazine be- 
fore I dicl it. 

I'm wonder- 
ing if you will 
look for me 
and forward 
their address? 

If it sounds like 
a lot of work, 
please just for- 
get it! But if you 
don't mind, well, 
the only way I can 
identify it is by telling you:, there 
was one super-neat slniit that had a 
picture of a cow saying "How about 
I eat you, fucker?" I love that!! - 
Respectfully, 

— Fran Thompson 


On the MOVE 
Earth First! Journal, 

Revolutionary Greetings to all 
active in the work needed to 
bring about a better day for all of 
life free of the oppression of this 
rotten system! For whatever holi- 
days you celebrate and whatever 
your beliefs, we in the MOVE Or- 
ganization send our very best to 
all and that everyone stays safe 
by continuing to be revolution- 
ary! Long live true Revolution! 
To all those locked away in these 
unjust hell holes away from their 
families and loved ones yet for 
another year, we can only state 
that we will never tire of work- 
ing to gain the release of you all! 
Working in unity and solidarity 
we know that everyone can be 
brought home where they be- 
long! We will never cease till that 
is a reality for all! 

We also hope that everyone 
possible does their very best to 
come to Philadelphia on May 13, 
2010 to show their support for 
the release of the MOVE 9, and all 
political prisoners! We are start- 
ing work on this project early be- 
cause it is truly need for a massive 
show of support concerning this 
issue of political prisoners being 
denied parole from this system's 
prisons long after they should 
have been released! Only in unity 
will this system bow to the de- 
mands of the people! For all 4 who 
have comrades, loved ones, fam- 
ily, in these hell holes it is a must 
that you come out! All those who 
support the right of "justice for 
all," it is a must that you come 
out to demonstrate your com- 
mitment to that information to 
find out what you can do to help, 
as there is always something for 
everyone to do in this revolu- 
tion! This system has shown that 
without pressure being applied 
to force it to bend to the will of 
the people, it will continue to 
serve the will of the super rich 
that controls it. For more infor- 
mation on how people can be of 
help contact MOVE 
at 215-387-4107 
or write to The 
MOVE Orga- 
nization, PO 
BOX 19709, 
Philadelphia, 
PA 19143. As al- 
ways we love y'all 
and thank you for 
your continued sup- 
port. In unity we will 
bring about a world 
free of this rotten sys- 
tem afid a better place 
for all of life! As always 
. take care and stay strong! 

John Africa explained: "war 
is a concept, peace is real, prison 
is conceived, freedom is realized, 
hatred is a philosophy, love is the 
reality." Long live John Africa! 
Ona Move! 

Your Bro In Revolution, 

— Pam Africa 

Dear Snitches for Brains (pt. 
two), 

I wrote a controversial letter 
about snitches, which appeared 



in the Journal a few issues ago. 
Since then, I have changed my 
mind about what I said at the 
Round River Rondy (RRR) and 
what I wrote in that letter, and 
since I changed my position, a 
trusted friend thought I should 
write another letter. 

While I fully expected to catch 
some shit over my statements 
(about remaining friends with one 
of the informants once they were 
released), I did not expect a threat 
of bodily harm or being "black- 
balled" by people in my own com- 
munity as a "security risk," and a 
"future snitch.” Just to say it again, 
I do not now nor have I ever had any 
communication with any of the in- 
formants. What I said at the RRR 
was not well thought out, and I 
shouldn't have said it, certainly 
not at a well-attended discussion 
about prisoner support at the RRR. 
My intent was just to jump-start a 
discussion, and, boy, did I. 

Another thing I did not antici- 
pate was that my letter being print- 
ed in the EF !J _ 
would pre- 40 
vent some 
prisoners 
from receiv- 
ing it (sor- 
ry!), so I have 



withheld defen- 
dants' names from 
this letter hoping 
that this EF!f will 
make it past the BOP censors. 

After much thought and commu- 
nication with others, I have decided 
that being a good friend of one of 
the non-cooperators means that I 
cannot remain friends with my for- 
mer friend (the informant I referred 
fbJT^oT most” people who were 
never friends/lovers/housemates/ 
coworkers with the informants, 
and for many who were, this was 
a no-brainer, but I do not give up 
my friends easily. This is uncharted 
territory in our movement and is 
difficult for all of us, the people in 
prison most of all, but also for those 
of us on the outside. 

I encourage others to contin- 
ue to discuss the importance of 
prisoner support and movement 
solidarity in regards to people 
who cooperate with the govern- 
ment to do damage to the effec- 
tive ness, reputation and goals 
of the radical enviro movement. 
Solidarity with my good friend is 
what lead me to my decision. 

For me, the worst part of this 
discussion has been hearing about 
people who shunned me and la- 
beled me a security -risk without 
having the backbone to talk to me 
first or to even attempt to change 


my mind before writing me off. As a 
movement (and not a cult), I think 
we need to be able to discuss and 
debate controversial ideas openly. 
In this case, I was convinced to 
change my thinking. My thanks to 
those who communicated with me 
directly, supportive and not. 

Lastly, if you have not recently, 
write to the non-cooperating prison- 
ers, even the ones you don't know. 
I'll bet Winter is a very dark time to 
be in prison. Their addresses are in 
the back of the Journal and on their 
support websites. 

— Jim Flyn^i 

Hello, 

I'm not going to tell you my 
name, I will tell you that I am a 
male, 25 years old, and have grown 
up in a hard working family revolv- 
ing around the timber industry. In 
particular, Humboldt county. 
My father has been a com- 
mercial truck driver for the 
last 28 years, hauling from 
every , mill in the area that 
you have a problem with. 
My family, like many, rely 
on this industry as a source 
of income, a way to 


live. It's bred into us. I have got- 
ten older and accessed these situa- 
tions that I grew up watching and 
hearing about (i.e.:headwaters fi- 
asco.) Why does this happen? 
^ You fight so hard, yet all in 
Wawif^tfiyks! all it doesn't work. Or if y ou 
fight hard enough you sim- 
ply piss people off. Do you study? 
I'd like to give you the benefit of 
the doubt and think you do. Or 
do you simply waste all your time 
protesting? If not, you would real- 
ize that the timber industry has 
been alive and well for way over 
100 years. Its what makes the area 
what it is, everywhere you go. 

Now what really bothers me is 
this, half of you aren't even from 
the area. You decide to move here 
for great • schooling, good. Well 
somewhere along the line you get 
sideways and four months down 
the road you end up sitting in a tree 
on palco land. How is it right that 
you feel that its ok to trespass onto 
someone's property? Just because 
you live in a communal home and 
anyone can come on in, doesn't' 
mean that you can go walking and 
live on any land you want. 

I'm not trying to ramble oh and 
on, but sometimes that's the way 
it goes. Just remember Sierra Pa- 
cific, Simpson Redwood they've 
been around for over 1Q0 years 
and they'll be there for another 
100. They're not going anywhere 
and neither are we. 

Sincerely, 

— Timbrrrrrrrr 
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....Letters To The Editor 
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Dear Earth First! Journal, 

Knowing your work and your 
commitment on environmental 
issues and climate change, I want 
to invite you very kindly to Peo- 
ples' World Conference on Cli- 
mate Change and Mother Earth's 
Rights to be held from 20 to 22 
April, 2010 in Cochabamba, Bo- 
livia. This conference is called by 
Bolivian President Evo Morales, 
as a response to the failure on 
climate change negotiations in 
Copenhagen with the following 
objectives: 

1) To analyze the structural and 
systemic causes that drive climate 
change and to propose radical 
measures to ensure the well-be- 
ing of all humanity in harmony 
with nature. 

2) To discuss and agree on the 
project of a Universal Declaration 
of Mother Earth Rights. 

3) To agree on proposals for 
new commitments to the Kyoto 
Protocol and projects for a COP 
Decision under the United Nations 
Framework for Climate Change 
that will guide future actions in 
those countries that are engaged 
with life during climate change 
negotiations and in all United Na- 
tions scenarios, related to: climate 
debt, climate change, migrants, 
refugees, emission reductions, ad- 
aptation, technology transfer, fi- 
nance, forest and climate change, 


amazing folks who are attracted 
to the struggle and resistance for 
the Earth. 

3) No national office or leader- 
ship telling me what to to, what 
issues to work on — and how to or- 
ganize from afar or near. 

4) The consensus based model 
in EF! meetings. 

5) Getting to sleep in the cano- 
py of forest on the west and east 
coast for days at a time. 

6) Being affiliated with decades 
of direct action and resistance for 
the Earth. 

7) Typically getting involved 
with campaigns years before any 
of the big^staff enviro organiza- 
tions. Getting to organize and 
work on issues before grant driv- 
en groups get involved and screw 
it all up. 

8) Hearing directly from the op- 
position that we are the ones they 
fear and think are the clowns un- 
der their beds at night — even when 
sometimes a half dozen national 
organizations are involved. 

9) Being part of a movement 
whose artwork should someday 
be available to view in museums. 
Movements are often judged his- 
torically by their art — just what 
has been in the Earth First! jour- 
nals for decades is stunning in its 
detail and beauty. 

10) All the amazing songs and 
the history that goes with those 


Earth First! organizing. I just want- 
ed to take a moment to thank those 
in Earth First! who made all of this 
possible. It'S for these reasons I hope 
to be organizing with Earth First! to 
my last dying gasp of breath. I am 
so grateful this movement existed 
during my lifetime and I have had 
a chance to be part of it, and will 
continue to in the future. 

For the Earth! 

-Chris Irwin 

Dearest Crap-filled Craniums, 

Imagine my surprise to find an 
excerpt from my zine "Exploring 
Surface Mines" gracing the pages 
of the EF! Journal. 

I'm happy to see it reprinted, 
it's important info, you stressed 
the safety warnings, and I love all 
you piratical fuckers. 

But a couple things annoy/ 
bother me: It's usually consid- 
ered proper (mutual respect yo') 
to consult an author prior to 
printing an article for permission, 
updates (bear warning), correc- 
tions (no bear warning), feedback 
(funny bear stories), etc. I know 
I forgot to put an address on the 
back, but the person who gave it 
to you knows me. It would have 
taken two phone calls max to 
track me down... So I could add a 
bear warning. 

I definitely would not have 
wanted this placed in the Ned 


at Climate Ground Zero — call 
304-854-1937 for directions. 

Dear srMme, 

Your patience is requested as I 
delicately find words for the spe- 
cial animosity I reserve for your 
"journal" and the moral supe- 
riority oozing from every tree- 
slaughtered page, issue after issue 
after issue. I have issues. Issues 
with you, particularly. And your 
moral superiority. Patience, I re- 
peat myself when I'm riled up. 

Where do you get off, claiming 
"no compromise" in "defense" of 
Mother Earth? As if she gives a 
shit whether or not you have the 
gumption to pull it off, pull off 
anything at all. 

Don't you realize the more you 
do "for her," the more you fuck it 
up? The more trees you sit in, the 
more they want to shake you off. 

Don't you see that the for- 
ests, the deserts, the seas, the 
lakes, the clouds, the prairies, 
the mountains, they all want a 
chance to fight for themselves ? 
They don't need your proselytiz- 
ing, sandal-wearing asses getting 
in the way. 

Until you learn how to unchop 
a tree, stay out of the woods. Un- 
til you learn how to undig a hole, 
stay away from the underground. 
Until you learn how to take care 
of yourselves and your own rela- 
tionships at home, don't hit the 



Dear Earth First! 

Thank you for: 

1) The wild and wonderful 
places I have had the privilege to 
camp at and visit at Earth First! 
gatherings. From Northern Idaho 
wilderness, to old growth on the 
west coast — to the best camps here 
in Appalachia. Being involved with 
EF! has enabled me to see and live 
in some of the most beautiful 
natural areas in America. 

2) The wild and wonderful peo- 
ple I have had the privilege to camp 
with and visit while organizing 
with Earth First! I have met and 
gotten to know some of the most 
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Letter 

From the 
m RNC 8 
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By the RNC 8 

Dear friends, families and supporters. 

The last time that we wrote, we were only 
weeks beyond the 2008 Republican National 
Convention (RNC), and still figuring out 
how to navigate our case with a sense of 
collectivity and integrity. Now, more than 
a year after the fact, we find ourselves in 
a sort of limbo. Day to day, we don't feel 
the intensity of repression that we did in 
the weeks surrounding the RNC, yet the 
trial looms somewhere in the distance and 
we're not really free to move on. We re- 
turn to court on February 2 and may come 
out of the hearing with a trial date certain. 
While it's hard to remain upbeat about the 
prospect, we hope to make the final push to- 
wards trial energizing for ourselves and our 
supporters alike, and we feel certain that a 
strong show of court solidarity will make a 
huge difference in the outcome of our case. 

"As we look towards 
what could be the final 
stage of our own case, 
we're left to ponder the 
impact of our work. It is 
our hope that our support- 
ers also support every per- 
son named in this letter, 
and every target of State 
repression left unnamed." 

The past year has been difficult, both 
in dealing with our own situation and in 
watching as the State's attempts to sub- 
vert and disrupt anarchist movements gain 
steam, following well-established patterns 
of repression against dissident political 
movements throughout history. 

In late 2008 and 2009, Ramsey County, 
Minnesota, prosecuted more than a dozen 
felony cases resulting from the RNC. Abus- 
ing their unchecked power to slap on charge 
after unfounded charge as a way of coercing 
people out of exercising their right to trial, 
and with the constant threat of terrorism en- 
hancements, prosecutors extracted numer- 
ous plea agreements from individuals who 
came to the RNC protests outraged at this 
oppressive system and willing to take a con- 
scientious stand against it. 

During the fall of 2008, well-known and 
controversial radical activist Brandon Darby 
was outed as a paid FBI informant. This hap- 
pened as a result of his entrapment of Brad 
Crowder and David McKay, two young men 
who traveled from Texas to Minnesota for the 
RNC protests. Though Brad and David both 


eventually plead guilty to federal charges of 
making and possessing Molotov cocktails, 
facts surrounding the case and testimony 
given during McKay's initial mistrial make it 
clear that Darby went out of his way to cre- 
ate the unlikely scenario in which the crimes 
were committed. Darby, whose crimes of 
conscience will go unpunished, has already 
robbed two people of their freedom, but the 
extent of his cooperation and the damage 
it has done to our community remains to 
be seen. 

In April of 2009, Indiana residents, Tiga 
Wertz and Hugh Farrell, were arrested and 
charged with racketeering as a result of their 
work organizing against Interstate-69 (1-69), 
the US segment of the NAFTA Superhigh- 
way. 1-69 will displace small farmers, wreak 
environmental destruction and facilit >*e the 
movement of goods and capital at the ex- 
pense of the continents' poor and working 
people. Tiga and Hugh are still awaiting trial, 
which will likely not start before 2011. 

Late this fall, two friends and comrades of 
ours in Minneapolis, Carrie Feldman and 
Scott DeMuth, were subpoenaed, to a fed- 
eral grand jury in Davenport, Iowa, which 
is investigating a 2004 Animal Liberation 
Front action at the University of Iowa. Scott 
and Carrie were teenagers in Minnesota at 
the time of the raid claimed by the Animal 
Liberation Front, and though they have no 
information to give about it, they refused 
to cooperate with the grand jury on prin- 
ciple. They were both jailed on civil con- 
tempt on November 1 7, 2009, and two days 
later, Scott was indicted under the Animal 
Enterprise Terrorism Act (AETA). He is cur- 
rently out awaiting trial, while Carrie re- 
mains jailed in Iowa, where she may sit 
for another nine months. Carrie and Scott's 
involvement in RNC organizing, their affilia- 
tion with known anti-RNC organizers, and 
materials seized in RNC raids, have all been 
used so far in prosecutorial attempts to vil- 
ify them and their politics. 

Scott is only the seventh person ever charged 
under the AETA. In February of 2009, four 
people in Santa Cruz, California, became the 
first AETA indictees, accused of First Amend- 
ment protected activities including leafleting 
and chalking sidewalks. Last spring, BJ Viehl 
and Alex Hall in Utah were also charged un- 
der the AETA in relation to mink liberations. 
BJ recently plead guilty, citing the improbabil- 
ity of a fair trial in such a heavily conservative 
state, and was sentenced to two years in Feb- 
ruary. Alex is still awaiting trial. 

The same day that we go to court here for 
our next hearing, Jordan Halliday will start 
trial for felony contempt of court, a charge 
he is facing after months of incarceration on 
civil contempt for refusing to testify before a 
federal grand jury in Utah. 

This fall, comrades from the Tin Can 
Comms Collective sustained a raid and two 
arrests at the G20 mobilization in Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania. After returning to 
their home in Brooklyn, New York, the two 
arrestees were subjected to yet another raid, 


this time on their house. State charges relat- 
ed to the G20 were subsequently dropped 
under circumstances that suggest the exis- 
tence of an active federal investigation of 
Tin Can's activities. 

Needless to say, anarchists have taken 
quite a few hits this year. Yet these cases are 
only one manifestation of the systematic 
repression of movements for social change. 
Even as anarchists have yet again become 
a primary target of State repression, the US 
continues its war on Black and Puerto Rican 
revolutionaries, and their allies. 

In January 2007, charges were brought 
against eight former Black Panthers — the San 
Francisco 8 (SF8) — for the 1971 murder of a 
police officer. The case, re-opened with post- 
9/11 anti-terrorism funds, is based on infor- 
mation extracted through torture. Several of 
the the SF8 are former Or current political 
prisoners. By summer of 2009, most charges 
had been dropped or drastically reduced in 
plea agreements. As of this writing, the last 
remaining conspiracy charge was dropped, 
leaving a single charge against Cisco Torres. 

In recent months, the State of Pennsylva- 
nia has engaged in a new push for the execu- 
tion of Mumia Abu-Jamal, falsely convicted 
of the murder of a police officer in 1982 and 
held on death row ever since. His supporters 
across the globe are mobilizing, yet again, to 
prevent this. Our movements have kept him 
alive thus far, and it falls on us yet again to 
prevent his State-sanctioned assassination. 

Meanwhile, the Puerto Rican indepen- 
dence movement — which has won the re- 
lease of most of its political prisoners over 
the past decades— is preparing a final push 
for the release of two of the remaining 
three, Carlos Alberto Torres and Oscar Lo- 
pez Rivera. 

At this moment, dozens of political prison- 
ers sit in US prisons and jails, many of them 
having been there for decades and some who 
may never get out. The State would have us 
believe that political prisoners do not exist in 
this country, which holds a full quarter of the 
world's incarcerated people in its prison plan- 
tations. It is our common commitment to a 
radically transformed world that they intend 
to subvert with every new arrest, detention 
and prosecution, and our only defense is an 
acknowledgement of the fact that this is hap- 
pening day in and day out, and making a com- 
mitment to fight it at every step of the way. 

As we look towards what could be the final 
stage of our own case, we're left to ponder 
the impact of our work. It is our hope that 
our supporters also support every person 
named in this letter, and every target of State 
repression left unnamed. Whether we're ac- 
quitted or convicted come trial, the greater 
measure of our success will be the extent 
to which our case builds the movements to 
which we belong. 

See you at trial, 
the RNC 8 

If you wish to see more information on the 
RNC8, please visit www.rnc8.org 
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By Climate Prisoners 

This is a letter written by friends who are still 
imprisoned in Denmark. Also check out the pris- 
oner support website — www.Cop-enhagen.net 

Something is rotten (but not just) in Den- 
mark. As a matter of fact, thousands of people 
have been considered, without any evidence, 
a threat to the society. Hundreds have been 
arrested and some are still under detention, 
waiting for judgment or under investiga- 
tion. We want to tell the story from the pe- 
culiar viewpoint of those that still see the 
sky from behind the bars. 

A United Nations meeting of crucial im- 
portance has failed because of several con- 
tradictions and tensions that have shown up 
during the COP15 (see EF!J January/February 
2010). The primary concern of the powerful 
was the governance of the energy supply 
for never ending growth. This was the case 
whether they were from the over-developed 
world, like the European countries or the US, 


Since no real space is left in the broken 
theater, we reclaimed our collective power 
(actually we expected it) to speak about the 
climate and energy issues. Which for us, 
involve critical nodes of global justice, sur- 
vival of man and energy independence. We 
marched with our bodies. 

We prefer to enter the space where the 
power is locked dancing and singing. We 
would have liked to do this at the Bella Cen- 
ter; to disrupt the session in accord with 
hundreds of delegates. But we were, as always, 
violently hampered by the police. They ar- 
rested our bodies in an attempt to arrest our 
ideas. We risked our bodies, trying to protect 
them by staying close to each other. We val- 
ue our bodies; we need them to make love, 
to stay together and to enjoy life. They hold 
our brains, with beautiful bright ideas and 
views; they hold our hearts filled with pas- 
sion and joy. Nevertheless, we risked them. 

- In fact, what would be the worth of think- 
ing and feeling if our bodies did not move? 



People protesting the colonialising countries increasing C02. 


or from the so-called developing countries, Doing nothing and letting it happen is the 





Activists haulted rail traffic leading to the world's largest coal port. 


like China or Brazil. 

At odds, hundreds of delegates and thou- 
sands of people in the streets have raised 
the issue that the rationale of life must be 
(and actually is) opposed to that of profit. 
We have strongly affirmed our will to stop 
anthropic pressure on the biosphere. 

A crisis of the energy paradigm is coming 
soon; the mechanism of the global gover- 
nance has proven to be overwhelmingly 
precarious. The powerful failed not only 
in reaching an agreement on their internal 
equilibrium, but also in keeping the formal 
control of the discussion. 

Climate change is an extreme and ulti- 
mate expression of the violence of the capi- 
talistic growth paradigm. People globally 
are increasingly showing the willingness to 
rebel against that violence. We have seen 
that in Copenhagen. Hundreds of people 
have been arrested without any reason or 
clear evidence, or for participating in peace- 
ful and legally legitimate demonstrations. 
Even mild examples of civil disobedience 
have been considered a serious threat to the 
social order. 

In response, we ask: What order do we 
threaten and who ordered it? Is it that or- 


worst form of complicity with the business 
that wanted to hack the U.N. meeting. At the 
COP15 we moved, and we will keep moving. 

Exactly like love, civil disobedience can't 
just be told, we must make it with our bod- 
ies. Otherwise, we would not really think 
about what we love, and we would not really 
love what we think about. It's as simple as 
that. It's a matter of love, justice and dignity. 

How the COP15 has ended proves that 
we were right. Many of us are paying what 
is mandatory under an obsessively, perva- 
sive and repressive governance: to be found 
guilty at the cost for nothing (along with 
the crime perhaps). 

We are detained with absurd accusations of 
violence, (which actually did not take place) 
conspiracies and organizing actions. 

We do not feel guilty for having shown, 
together with thousands, the reclamation of 
the independence of our lives from profit's 
rule. If the laws oppose this, it is legitimate 
to peacefully break them. 

We are just temporarily docked, ready to 
sail again, with a wind stronger than ever. It's 
.a matter of love, justice and dignity. 


"Doing nothing and letting- 

IT-HAPPEN IS THE WORST FORM OF 


der in which we do not own our bodies 
anymore? The order well beyond the terms 
of any reasonable "social contract" that we 
would ever sign, where our bodies can be 
taken, managed, constrained and impris- 
oned without any serious evidence of crime. 
Is it that order in which the decisions are 
shielded more and more from any social 
conflicts? Where the governance belongs 
less to people, not even through the parlia- 
ment? As a matter of fact, non-democratic 
organisms like the World Trade Organiza- 
tion, the National Bank, the G-whatever 
rule beyond any control. 

We are forced to notice that the theater of 
democracy is a broken one, as soon as one 
approaches the core of power, which is why 
we reclaim the power to the people. We re- 
claim the power over our own lives. Above 
all, we reclaim the power to counter pose 
the rationale of life and of the commons 
to the rationale of profit. It may have been 
declared illegal, but still we consider it fully 
legitimate. 



Signed, 

— Luca Tornatore, from the Italian social 
centres network "see you in Copenhagen" 
— Natasha Verco, Climate Justice Action 
— Stine Gryjonassen , Climate justice Action 
— Tannie Nyboe, Climate Justice Action 
—Johannes Paul Schul Meyer 
— Arvip Peschel 
— Christian Becker 
— Kharlanchuck Dzmitry 
— Cristoph Lang 
— Anthony Arrabal 


complicity... At the COP15' 

WE MOVED, AND WE WILL' KEEP 


MOVING 
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Bare Bones 


Ecuadorian Police Attacked and Killed 
Shuar Protesters 

Recently, Ecuadorian police attacked and 
killed peaceful Shuar protesters near the 
town of Macas, Ecuador, in the Amazon. 
The Tribal people were protesting against a 
new Water Law and Mining Law. Both laws 
ignore their rights as stated in the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indig- 
enous People and in the International Labor 
Organization's Convention 169. The en- 
croachment of logging, mining and oil com- 
panies, construction of hydroelectric dams, 
and the privatization of, water are all large 
concerns to them as well. 

Argentinean Campensinos' Land Taken 
by Force 

Campensinos are demanding recogni- 
tion of their rights and calling for an end 
to logging and violence after a family was 
violently evicted from their land in the 
Argentine Province of Juyjuy. Employ- 
ees from the company KRAMSA, which is 
owned by a relative of the Argentine Am- 
bassador to Bolivia, illegally evicted them 
to make way for a new transgenic soy plan- 
tation on their land. The family was jailed 
and released, while their water and live- 
stock was poisoned. 

Nevada Rounds Up 2,500 Wild Horses 

Despite the fact that more than 34,000 wild 
horses and burros are currently being kept by 
the federal government in "short term corrals," 
this winter, federal officials began rounding up 
wild horses with helicopters from their Nevada 
habitat. The Bureau of Land Management 
claims the round ups are necessary for the 
rangeland because they fear the land cannot 
support so many horses, but they only offer 
solutions of kidnapping and putting them 
up for adoption in the Midwest. In spite of a 
popular outcry, the roundups have proceeded, 
killing over 30 mustangs already. 

Indigenous Peoples Caucus 

In a statement from December 7, 2009, 
a broad coalition of indigenous communi- 
ties demanded to be included in climate 
change negotiations and that the new 
climate treaty honor the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 


Peoples. The International Indigenous 
Peoples' Forum on Climate Change states: 

"The protection of the collective rights of 
indigenous peoples must be guaranteed, in- 
cluding the recognition of our roles and con- 
tributions to climate change mitigation and 
adaptation through our traditional knowl- 
edge, innovations and practices." 

Oregon Hosts Gruesome 
Coyote Killing Derby 

Hunters in southeast Oregon hosted a 
killing derby, giving prizes to people for 
killing "as many coyotes as possible.” 
Some prizes included rifles, binoculars and 
scopes. According to a January Big Game 
notice, the derby ran from January 16-17 
throughout several counties. For . a fee of 
$50, teams of two were permitted to kill as 
many coyotes as humynly possible. Win- 
ners of this cruel game were determined by 
the amount of severed ears hunters were 
able to acquire. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Being Sued 
Over Delay in Protecting Vital 
Panther Habitat 

Late December 2009, the US Fish and Wild- 
life service recently had a formal 60 day no- 
tice of intent to sue brought to them by The 
Center for Biological Diversity, Public Em- 
ployees for Environmental Responsibility, 
and the Council of Civic Associations. This 
comes after the agency failed to respond to a 
scientific petition to designate critical habi- 
tat for the endangered Florida panther. The 
petition, presented on September 17, 2009, 
provides evidence to US Fish and Wildlife 
that 4,860 square miles in southern Florida 
must be spared from further development in 
order to save and begin to recover the Flori- 
da panther. 


Oil Spill in Texas 

On Saturday, January 23, an oil tanker col- 
lided with a smaller vessel in the Houston 
ship channel, gashing a hole in the cargo 
hold. Anywhere from 2 to 11 thousand gal- 
lons of oil spilled in Port Arthur, marking the 
largest oil spill in the area in at least a decade. 
Luckily, reports have it that the spill occurred 
in a long, linear part of the channel with 


cement lining the sides, so the spill caused 
about as much damage as a choking victim 
inhaling smoke. The town of Port Arthur was 
briefly evacuated, as evaporation from the 
spill caused illness amongst residents. Mean- 
while, an unknown amount of oil washed 
into the Gulf of Mexico. Authorities reported 
only two "oiled" birds, one of which flew 
away to an undetermined place (probably Se- 
dition Books.) 


US Navy Wants to Build Training 
Ground on Vital Whale Habitat 

The Southern Environmental Law Center 
and 13 other conservation groups recently 
challenged the United States Navy's decision 
to build a Undersea Warfare Training Range 
between Jacksonville, Florida and Kings Bay, 
Georgia. This project would be built in the 
North Atlantic Right Whale habitat, and is 
precarious, because it would introduce mul- 
tiple threats such as ship strikes, entangle- 
ment, and noise disturbances, causing high 
amounts of stress to the whales, especially 
mothers and calves. The Navy plans on lay- 
ing cables through 500 square nautical miles 
for a training area, and plans on conduct- 
ing 470 annual exercises that would deploy 
torpedoes, parachutes and sonobuoys, sonar 
waves and other noise pollution. 

Arizona Land Swap Bill Passes 
through the Senate 

December 17, 2009 the Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee's decided to vote 
in favor of the Southeast Arizona Land Exchange 
, and Conservation Act of 2009 bill (see EF!J No- 
vefnber-December 2009 Confronting Resolution 
Copper). The bill next approaches the house. 

Arizona Representative. Raul M. Grijalva is 
questioning the bill and has joined a lawsuit 
calling for a full investigation into Rio Tinto's 
(international mining company) Human Rights 
Violation Record. Some of the allegations that 
have been brought against Rio Tinto are: paying 
native workers less than whites that helped con- 
tributed to Papua New Guineas' violent civil war, 
which killed about 10 percent of the population. 

The current proposed bill would destroy 
sacred land of the San Carlos Apache tribe. 
It would also be the largest copper mine in 
North America. 



. 


Phyllis Roberts standing by a fire near the occupation 


Crow Creek is Not For Sale 

continued from page 1 

The trauma of Dakota people only continued there. Within 
the first few months of arrival at Crow Creek, hundreds of 
Dakota people died from the dreadful conditions. After 1862, 
the United States government left our people with so little. 
In fact, the missionary John P. Williamson wrote "Nearly all 
the small children died in 1863." The heartbreak from those 
events are still felt today. The people of Crow Creek live with 
that legacy, as do the rest of us with ancestors who were sub- 
jugated on these lands. Now, even what little we have is under 
attack again. 

Sazue's stand in defense of the land is a rallying cry to the rest 
of the Oceti Sakowin (Seven Council Fires) of the Dakota Oyate 
(Nation). Though fierce winter weather has so far kept supporters 
, from camping out next to Sazue, a steady stream of allies offer- 
ing prayers, songs, food, supplies and encouragement continues 
throughout each day, and even more people show their solidarity 


Tribal Chairman Brandon Sazue, Mike Simon and 
Clifford Canku Presenting the Tribal Flag 
through phone calls and emails. We know more of our people will 
be coming. Like Chairman Brandon Sazue, we will not allow these 
lands to be taken. We will stand with him. 

In addition to your presence and prayers, we need supplies at the 
encampment site. The first objective at the site is staying warm. 
We need people to help cut, haul or donate wood to keep a fire 
'going, lumber for building windbreaks and shelters, sandbags, 
blankets, sleeping bags (especially those made for below zero de- 
gree temperatures), hats, scarves, mittens, boots, tarps and tipis. 
Oceti Sakowin and other Indigenous relatives, please bring 
flags from your communities to show solidarity with Jhe 
Crow Greek Oyate. Everyone bring banners — 7,100 acres 
is a lot of ground on which to maintain our presence. 
In addition, we need food, flashlights, cookware, tools (shovels, 
axes, saws), concrete blocks, matches and water containers. 

We also need people who have other gifts to encourage these 
resistors to US land theft. Drummers and singers, your presence 
and support would be most welcome. 
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EARTHQUAKE, EXPLOITATION ECO-CRISIS: DISASTER CAPITALISM IN HAITI 


By Really? 

On January 12, a 7.0 magnitude 
earthquake broke out in Leogane, 
Haiti, shaking the streets of 
the capitol city, Port-au-Prince 
into rubble. The earthquake has 
affected 3 million of the country's 
10 million people, leaving 
hundreds of thousands dead. 
With people suffering, starving 
and tortured by the disaster, 
international aid flew into the 
country on corporate jets. Bill 
Clinton even made a cameo 
appearance at the airport, but 
beneath the veneer of assistance 
lurks the specter of exploitation. 

Taking advantage of the twisted 
and writhing capitol, corporations 
invested their- energy in wresting 
business from the weakened grasp 
of a devastated country. Citigroup, 
the corporation that coined the 
term "plutonomy" to describe an 
ideal economic structure, as well as 
earth-destroying Caterpiller and the 
cruise-line Royal Caribbean, have 
invested heavily in the financial 
restructuring of Haiti. Kathy 
Robeson, a Fortune 500 executive, 
summarized big business's policy 
"The business leaders I have been 
meeting with have seen enough 
disappointment and suffering. 
What Haiti needs is economic 
development and the building 
of a true middle class... There is 
much we are planning as far as 
creating new and innovative ways 
of using international aid and 
government support to promote 
private investment." The goal 


of US aid is not to benefit the 
people of Haiti, but to take over 
the Haitian economy. The US 
military and private security 
firms have been sent in to back 
up foreign /'peacekeeping" 
forces who have historically 
performed the violent task of 
instilling a capitalist order safe 
for multinational corporations. 

While the corporate media 
have sensationalized reports of 
violence in Haiti, the real reason 
for military involvement remains 
economic conquest. The military 
and security forces have created 
"security zones," restricting the 
non-profits' involvement with 
Haitians and distancing the 
recovery effort from the people. 
While corporate contractors 
flood in, the U.S. military 
has deliberately turned away 
shipments of medical supplies 
on several occasions, leading . 
French authorities to denounce 
the U.S. as an 'occupation' force. 

The largest source of finance to 
Haiti, the International Monetary 
Fund's (IMF) $100 million comes 
as a special extension to a previous 
loan granted to Haiti under 
conditions of privatization and 
austerity. In other words, the 
conditions of the loans point 
towards further relinquishing 
of state power over economic 
interests in Haiti, including 
relaxing of environmental 
regulations and the dismantling 
of labor standards as well as 
any plans for genuine public 
assistance. As the conservative 


think tank, the Heritage 
Foundation commented, 

"In addition to. providing 
immediate humanitarian 
assistance, the U.S. response 
to the tragic earthquake 
in Haiti earthquake offers 
opportunities to re-shane 
Haiti's long-dyjfunctio.iai 
government 
economy weil to 
improve the public image 
of the United States in the 
region." In other words, 
the Heritage Foundation's 
strategy to transform the 
political economy of Haiti 
manifests selfish interests 
of the worst kind. 

The exploitation of 
Haiti's crisis by global 
business presents just 
one more stage in the 
opportunist history of 
US engagement with 
Haiti. Founded through a slave- 
led revolution against French 
colonists, Haiti's popular 
tradition tells a different 
story than its official history, 
which the US military has 
wrought with dictatorship 
and economic control. The 
racial inequality that has 
rendered Haiti subject to white 
imperialism is represented 
today by the division between 
non-profits functioning under 
the auspices of disaster relief 
and the people subjected to 
their control. Female bodied 
people are especially subjected 
to the heavy hand of imperial 



Haiti's Earthqucl. Obama's Katrina 

'aid,' as food and material 
sovereignty has been left in the 
hands of patriarchal US military 
Several EFIers have moved 
to Haiti to provide assistance 
to the starving and poor. 
They should be lauded for 
their compassion. In many 
ways, as they seek to help 
people, they are up against 
a military invasion. For how 
long and to what extent this 
racist occupation takes hold is 
unknowable, but if the future 
of Haiti repeats its history, 
this militarized, corporate 
interference will not be 
extirpated without a fight. 



Insurrectionary Mexico 
Celebrates Black Christmas 


corporations plunder the ecologically 10 more ATMs around Mexico City as well ^ \\JP 

diverse waters, lands, and skies in spite of as a Telemex branch office, while firebombs 

public outcry. On January 1, the rage of the torched a police car, a slaughter house, and I 

repressed exploded in coordinated strikes set ablaze three auto showrooms as well as 

throughout the nation. This rage stormed the governmental palace of Milpa Alta. In a popular Mexican stylization of insurrectionary sul 

not simply for better wages and less poverty, communique released on the Conspiracy of 

but for total liberation of the earth and Fire webpage, the Propaganda of the Deed government installations are our objective 
humyn as well as nan-humyn animals. Brigade explained, "although we do not as well... All of the headquarters of all of the 
From Tijuana to Mexico City, the mythical believe in absolute dates, 2010 will be the year political parties, and Unions. All churches 
pyramids of Teotihuacan to the metropolis of struggle and a platform of preparation for of all denominations. All authority and its 
of San Luis Potosi, riots and sabotage sent what is to come." Declaring that 70 militant representatives are our enemy. Insurrectionist 
ripples of insurrection through the night, organizations have united for co-ordinated and anti authoritarian fire to all authority!" 
The following outlines the autonomously insurrection in 2010, the Conspiracy of Although the expropriators killed one police 
co-ordinated insurrection, and attempts to Fire page hosts other communiques from officer, who attempted to defend an OXXO 
explain its rationed. different organizations professing influences station, the communique expressed regret 

Attacks focused on December 31, 2009, of Ricardo Flores Magon, Emiliano Zapata over his death. According to the author, the 
New Years Eve. Members of the anarchist and Ukranian-born Simon Radowisky. police forced the insurrectionists into life or 

group, Conspira 1970 executed two ATM In Tijuana, an. autonomous affinity death combat, leaving no other option, 
bombings in the central state of San Luis Potosi. group of anarchists opened fire on three For its part, the Mexican government has 

Conspira 1970 chose Bancomer and Banamex private police . cars with machine guns, stepped up raids against environmentalists 

ATMs, owned by BBVA and US Citigroup, symbolizing the beginning of their own and animal rights activists. One 16 year- 
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OCCUPY EVERYTHING ! 

California Valle v ok Trit e 

Occupies foreclosed House in Stockton 


By Modesto Anarcho 

Interview from the upcoming 3 year anniversary issue of Modesto 
Anarcho! 

In mid-2009, Modesto Anarcho Crew (MAC — about our biznas) became 
aware oft 1 decision of the California Valley Miwok Tribe (CVMT) to oc- 
cupy their foreclosed home in Stockton, located in the Californian Central 
Valley about 20 miles north of Modesto. We contacted them and the next 
day three of us drove out to meet them. We found their house, which is 
the only thing that the tribe owns, with its gates welded shut, guard dogs 
on patrol, and the occupants firmly situated inside. Although we couldn't 
get onto the property due to the occupation, we talked to a tribal member 
about their struggle and offered some food and copies of our magazine. We 
traded emails, and soon after, this interview was conducted. 

Modesto Anarcho: Many people do not know the history of the Native 
peoples in the Central Valley, can you tell us a little about the history of 
the Miwoks? 

California Valley Miwok Tribe: Previous to Rancherias being created 
in California, the Miwok People's territory covered 10 counties. Now 
our Tribe is fighting to retain its Tribal Property that consists of one 
and a half acres, located in Stockton, California. 

MA: How does your tribe use the house that is located irl Stockton? 

CVMT: The Tribal Property at 10601 Escondido PI. Stockton, Cali- 
fornia 95212 has a multi-purpose function. Since our tribe is a land- 
less tribe, the piece of property, including the building, is considered 
to the Tribe to be its reservation and is utilized as such. Until such 
time as the tribe is able to acquire a large • tract of land for the ben- 
efit of future tribal members (the house is all we have). The Tribe 
conducts official Tribal "governmental" business, day-to-day office 
duties, Tribal Programs, Tribal Meetings and a portion of the build- 
ing is used for housing. 

MA: What brought your house to foreclosure? 

CVMT: Our PL-93 638 Mature Status Contract (BIA) has been ille- 
gally withheld for two years and our Indian Gaming Revenue Shar- 
ing Trust Fund (RSTF) monies have been illegally stopped since the 
end of 2005. Without any funds coming in, the Tribe had no way to 
pay its mortgage on the only piece of property, the place the Tribe 
calls "home." Please see our DOT US website for further info: www. 

CALIFORNIAVALLEYMIWOKS.US 

MA: Why did people physically occupy your house? How did you go 
about making sure that people were not going to be able to easily get into 
the house? 

CVMT: The Tribe decided to stand its ground when it was threat- 
ened with eviction. We had no choice. Where were we supposed to 
go? Our monies have been illegally withheld for no good reason, our 
jobs lost, our medical benefits lost with our jobs. We tribal members 
have been using own personal money to keep the Tribe going, to keep 
the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Food Program 


open for the people in need to still be able to get their monthly ra- 
tions of food. We had to make our point clear that we were no longer 
going to be pushed out and forgotten like yesterday's trash! We are 
human beings. We are not just names and/or numbers on a piece of 
paper. We needed the Department of the Interior Bureau of Indian 
Affairs in Washington, DC, to take notice of what was being allowed 
to happen to our Tribe. We were pushed in a corner and had no other 
choice but to go into survival mode and stand our ground. The Tribe 
went into a vote and decided to go in to lockdown and barricade itself 
in until the Department of the Interior would be forced to take notice 
of our devastating situation and agree to sit down at the table with us 
to resolve our immediate problem that had been ignored up until we 
decided to stand our ground. 

I can't answer the second part of your question, because our crisis 
isn't over yet. We are still negotiating. 

MA: How have the state and their police responded to your situation? 
How have other people and/or institutions tried to hinder your efforts? 

CVMT: Well, the state still hasn't released the Tribe's money. I 
would say that the sad part to this dilemma is seeing some of the 
people believing the negative stuff that had -been going out on 
blogs. It hurts our hearts to see people say such cruel things when 
they don't know the whole truth behind the situation. We are con- 
fident that the truth will prevail, so we don't follow the blogs. Al- 
though we do want to thank those who stood by us and still stand 
with us today... 

MA: In what ways have other Tribes and communities/groups offered 
you support? 

CVMT: We are thankful for the internet radio talk shows, TV 
hosts, Veteran Affairs, some pocket members of the American 
Indian Movement (AIM), legal services, individual concerned 
citizens (Indians and non-Indian peoples), universities, special 
interest groups, Canadian Indians, doctors, Calaveras Band of 
Mi-Wuk Indians, Calaveras County Mountain Miwuk, Historical 
Shingle Springs Miwok Indians, Modesto Anarcho, Ghost Ma- 
chine Group, United Native Americans Inc., WPFW Nightwolf, 
andOnnativeground. Recently, Chairperson Burley did a presen- 
tation at the Consumnes -River College in Sacramento in which 
they have asked how they can help show their support for the 
Tribe. Also, UC San Diego has passed a resolution in support of 
the California Valley Miwok Tribe, and they have continued to be 
strong advocates to help our tribe get justice^ 

MA: Anything you would like to add? 

CVMT: We ("The Tribe") are asking for help from the general pub- 
lic. Please help our tribe survive. Help us protect not only our his- 
tory/culture but the native history that is a big part of California and 
the United States. For more information, please visit our websites at: 

WWW.CALIFORNIAMIWOKTRIBE-NSN.GOV and WWW.CALIFORNIAMIWpKTRiBE.US 

For more from Modesto Anarcho, visit www.modestoanarcho.org. 
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by John Schertow 

The Michigan Department of Environmen- 
tal Quality (MDEQ), has shamelessly and 
underhandedly given its final approval for 
Kennecott's proposed Eagle Mine project: a 
nickel and copper sulfide mine on the Yellow 
Dog Plains in Michigan's upper peninsula. 

In issuing the approval, the MDEQ over- 
stepped the Keweenaw Bay Indian Commu- 
nity's (KBIC) treaty rights and dismissed a 
2009 ruling by Administrative Law Judge 
Richard Patterson, who found that Eagle 
Rock is a place of spiritual importance to 
the Anishinabe People and should be pro- 
tected. Judge Patterson, in his ruling, had 
stated that both Kennecott and the MDEQ 
"did not properly address the impact on the 
sacred rock outcrop known as Eagle Rock” 
and suggested that they move the mine's 
entry point to a place somewhere "away 
from the rock." 

The Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve, 
who works along side KBIC, and oth- 
ers opposed to the mine explained how 
the MDEQ unilaterally decided that the 
judge's ruling was unnecessary, "...be- 
cause it pertained to Eagle Rock as a place 
of worship. They believe that a place of 
worship must be a building and therefore 
negate comments that were not in favor 
of the mining company." 

However, the MDEQ did much more than 
dismiss the ruling and deny the sacredness 


of Eagle Rock. It handed the matter down to 
a Senior Policy Advisor, who made the de- 
cision on his own just two days before the 
MDEQ was formally dissolved. In doing so, 
it completely overstepped any sense of judi- 
ciary propriety. 

Cynthia Pryor, Campaign Director for the 
Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve, comments: 

"What just happened here? The MDEQ 
as party to a State of Michigan Adminis- 
trative Contested Case process, just uni- 
laterally bypassed both the legal process 
and Administrative Law Judge Patterson 
in making a sweeping declaration and 
finding of law. This sweeping "judgment" 
was made not by Judge Patterson, not by 
past MDEQ Director Stephen Chester, not 
by the interim MDEQ Director Jim Sygo, 
but by a Senior. Policy Advisor within the 
MDEQ. This was done as a final MDEQ ac- 
tion on the matter — on the day before the 
MDEQ was to be dissolved and the new 
MDNRE Director was to take office. 

"How blatant can this be? This is the dra- 
matic action of a DEQ that hopes as a last ditch 
effort to resolve the Kennecott issue and allow 
this mine on the Yellow Dog Plains— be- 
fore their authority is superseded by a new 
agency. The delegation of MDEQ Director's 
final decision on the matter, was given to 
Senior Policy Advisor Frank J. Ruswick, Jr. 
two weeks ago. There was no known cor- 
respondence from Judge Patterson to the 
DEQ Kennecott or the petitioners during 


this time frame. But out of the blue, a day 
before MDEQ dissolution, this MDEQ policy 
advisor made a judgment, ruling and order 
granting Kennecott both a Part 632 mining 
permit and a ground water discharge per- 
mit and vacating a remand order made by 
then Director Stephen Chester concerning 
Eagle Rock as a "place of worship." A policy 
advisor of the MDEQ became a Judge and a 
MDEQ Director and has so ruled— and we 
must accept that? 

"This is an egregious act that now will ab- 
solutely require appeal to a higher court, and 
should require an appeal to the new DNRE 
Director Rebecca Humphries and the Gover- 
nor of this state. We should not sit by and 
accept such action as the accepted mode of 
"lawfulness" in this state." 

• KBIC is' also urging the puhlic to become 
more involved in the effort to protect the Great 
Lakes, stating, "You, however, can make a dif- 
ference in protecting, restoring, and guarding 
our most precious natural resources and the 
gift of water— our Great Lakes. We ask that 
you continue to become involved and educate 
yourselves to find out all that you can about 
sulfide acid mining and the proposed mines 
for the Upper Peninsula, especially the Eagle 
Project in the Yellow Dog Plains. 

For more information, please visit: www. 

SAVETHEWILDUP.ORG, WWW.LAKESUPERIORMININGNEWS. 

net, www.yeuowdogwatershed.org. To lodge a com- 
plaint against the MDEQ's actions, contact 
Michigan Governor Jennifer M. Granholm. 



By Ahni 

The Klamath Justice Coalition organized a 
blockade in northern California on Decem- 
ber 19, to stop a U.S. Forest Service logging 
contractor from damaging any sites held sa- 
cred by the Indigenous Karuk Nation. 

Before daybreak on December 16, mem- 
bers of the indigenous-led coalition gathered 
at Orleans Mountain Lookout Road within 
the Six Rivers National Forest and set up a 
large fire in the roadway. Fortunately, the 
logging crew took the moral and legally re- 
sponsible path, and turned back without in- 
volving the police. 

"This morning's small but important vic- 
tory marks the beginning of our campaign 
to defend Karuk sacred sites and protect the 
health of our forests," said Karuk Ceremo- 
nial Leader Leaf Hillman in a press release 
issued after the protest. 

According to the The Klamath Justice Co- 
alition, the company was initially supposed 
to be part of the Orleans Community Fuel 
Reduction and Forest Health Project (OCFR). 
The OCFR, which actually stands for the 
"Orleans Culture and Forest- Reduction 
plan," says Hillman, "is a plan to reduce the 


threat of wildfires and increase forest health, 
while preserving the cultural sites associated 
with the Panamnik World Renewal Ceremo- 
nial District." 

For generations, the Karuk People have 
held a semi-annual ceremony where, as 
Jennifer Huang from the Sacred Land Film 
Project notes, "a priest travels through the 
forest on the tribe's traditional trails to lo- 
cations where various dances and prayers 
are held. This is the same area that was the 
subject of the historic G-O Road case in the 
1980s, in which the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled that Native Americans did not have 
a First Amendment right to stop a Forest 
Service logging road from penetrating their 
sacred High Country." 

Following almost three years of consulta- 
tion, the U.S. Forest service finally reached 
an agreement with the Karuk Nation and 
other non-native residents in the Klamath 
Basin on how to proceed with the OCFR. 
In the end, however, the Forest Service 
Supervisor betrayed the agreement and 
the public's trust by "recklessly" granting 
a U.S. logging company rights to harvest 
914 acres of the forested land, held sacred 
or not. 


"This is not the first time that (Forest Service 
Supervisor Tyrone Kelly) has shown a particu- 
lar insensitivity to Tribal cultural issues," ex- 
plains Klamath Justice. "Last year he oversaw 
the bull dozing of... land disputed to be In- 
dian Trust Land. The act not only destroyed 
a home, but destroyed a nearby archeological 
site and a contemporary dance ground." 

Also, during last years' wildfires, Kelly 
directed the construction of firebreaks and 
the use of heavy equipment that destroyed 
sections of "medicine man trails" and high 
country alters used during annual World Re- 
newal Ceremonies. Representatives from the 
Kapuk Tribe urged Kelley to build the breaks 
in areas that were less sensitive, but the con- 
cerns were ignored. 

"Its like Kelly is hell bent on destroying 
our sacred areas one step at a time." says 
Hillman. Nevertheless, the Kaurk, along 
with the Klamath Justice Coalition are com- 
mitted to protecting the culturally sensitive 
region and compelling the US Forest Service 
to honor its word. 

For more information, contact: Craig 
Tucker, Karuk spokesperson, cell 916-207- 
8294; or Leaf Hillman, Karuk Ceremonial 
Leader, 530-627-3710. 
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By Attila . * 

We were pacing around outside of the Greenville County Jail 
in the early darkness of late Fall. Four of our fellow eco-defenders 
were still locked up inside. Boredom and impatience were starting 
to get to me, sucking away the tremendous energy of the amazing 
action we had pulled off that morning. But things were looking 
up. I was still up to no good. 

"Ten years after WTO. Not too bad," commented another Earth 
Firstler standing outside with me. Oh, yeah. N30. It had almost 
slipped my mind. A decade ago, when many of us were fighting 
global capitalist institutions, we thought that a new world was 
just around the corner. Here in North Carolina, we may not have 
stopped the construction of the coal plant that we have been 
fighting for several years, but the movement against coal has never 
seemed stronger. 

A grin came across my face. We had just pulled off one of the 
most positive, cheapest and media-sawy actions in my history 
of fighting for a wild planet. Everyone was excited. Earlier that 
Fall, we were tipped off that the generator to the Cliffside, North 
Carolina, coal plant was being shipped through South Carolina. 
This giant metal beast had come across the ocean from Japan and 
landed in Charleston, North Carolina. From there it would slowly 
make its way across the state. Once it was loaded onto a transport- 
ing rig, this monstrosity weighed 1.9 million pounds and was 300- 
feet-long. It required several trucks in the front and some in the 
back to move it along at a lumbering pace of 5-20 miles per hour. 
The transport contractors had to reinforce bridges and raise power 
lines in its path. 

We codenamed the generator Death Star, as we thought this was 
an appropriate name for a large, slow-moving, planet-destroying 
object. Croatan Earth First! and the newly reformed Asheville Ris- 
ing Tide decided that the best way to stop the ongoing construc- 
tion of the Cliffside plant was to deny it its cold, steel heart. 

The first step was to find the damn thing. This was the first time 
that the shipment of a key component of a coal plant would be 
blocked. We had no idea what it looked like, because the pictures 
taken of it could not capture its entirety. Lucky for .us, the Death Star 
was a spectacle to the people of South Carolina. Nothing so large 
had ever passed through their towns, and so many news outlets 
covered its movements. 

The movement of the Death Star turned out to be much less re- 
liable than we had anticipated. Saturated ground after rainy days 
would delay it, as would the terrible communication between 
transportation officials and the contractors. The move across 
South Carolina ended up taking three months instead of the 30 
days we had initially heard. We went on a number of wild goose 
chases throughout the state, looking for the generator in places 
where it would not arrive for weeks. Our initial plan was to stop 
it near the North Carolina border, only a few miles from the con- 
struction site. Because the shipment took so long, we got impa- 
tient and decided on a location much further into South Carolina. 

We decided on the least number of lockdowns we would need 
to prove our point, get press and insure the safety of those people 
risking arrest. These people would climb onto the generator and 
lock down to highly visible but hard-to-reach places. Our devices 
were simple "black bears" made of PVC elbow joints. In our experi- 
ence, few police departments are taking the time to cut people out 
anymore, so the integrity of the device seems less important. (In- 
stead, cops force people to unlock using pain holds, pepper spray 
or tasers.) 

With everything in place, we deployed on November 30, a day 
when climate activists were planning to demonstrate and shut down 
streets in a number of cities across the country. The site where the 
Death Star was parked that morning had minimal security, so our 
folks had time to climb around and arrange themselves in ideal posi- 
tions. We draped a few banners around the area and then waited for 
a response. The police did a lot of head-scratching that day. 


Our people were just high enough they had to call in the fire de- 
partment to get them down. The generator was a tourist attraction 
already, so now we had curious on-lookers wondering why people 
were locking themselves to this giant piece of steel. During this 
time, our media team got rolling, and we managed to get coverage 
in 150 media outlets, including the New York Times. 

The occupation of the site lasted about two hours, and four peo- 
ple were arrested. While the police were generally calm, they got 
folks to unlock by threatening them with tasers, going as far as 
shooting one off into the ground underneath a person who was 
locked down. 

The increased use of tasers is something that we as a move- 
ment need to look at. It is difficult to tell someone to stay strong 
when there is a chance that they will be electrocuted. Pain holds 
and chemical weapons might hurt a lot, but they do not para- 
lyze your nervous system in the same way that tasers do. If we 
continue using blockades and lockdowns as a tactic, we need to 
think about the effect that tasers have on the length and safety 
of these actions. 



People locked down to the Cliffside coal generator. 

"[...[the best way to stop the ongo- 
ing construction of the Cliffside plant 
was to deny it its cold, steel heart. " 

Our folks were released from jail without having to post bond, 
and have since gone to trial and were given credit for time served. 
That means that we spent zero funds on legal costs. Everyone is 
itching to figure out how we will next strike at the Cliffside plant. 

Cliffside might get built. It may even open. Construction has 
run over budget already, but Duke Energy, the builder of the plant, 
has unfortunately passed the costs on to citizens through a contro- 
versial rate hike. But even as the generator reached the construction 
site. Progress Energy, the other large electricity provider in North 
Carolina, said that it would shut down 30 percent of its coal capacity 
in the state within eight years. This has only come about because of 
a concerted, system-wide approach by ecodefenders. 

It is empowering to know that, while we are fighting a coal plant 
in North Carolina, there are folks fighting plants in Ohio and Vir- 
ginia. About 100 amazing activists with Climate Ground Zero put 
their bodies on the line in West Virginia last year, raising awareness 
about the fight against mountaintop removal mining and suffering 
arrests and repression in the process. Elsewhere, people are attack- 
ing coal financing, and it's all paying off. The coal industry is just 
about to get buried in that giant grave that it has dug for itself in 
West Virginia. 
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Mexican ELF and ALF go Tag Team to 
Bring the Heat 

On January 17, both the Mexican ALF and 
ELF visited a Coca Cola factory in Ecatepec, 
Mexico city to strike. The group placed two 
packages of explosives in the front window of 
the plant, completely destroying the windows. 

The action was dedicated, "with all our de- 
sire for freedom to the prisoners Victor, Em- 
manuel, Abraham, Fermin and Socorro of 
Tijuana." The activists also conveyed their 
hope for further actions, saying "We hope that 
direct solidarity mul- 
tiplies in clandestine 
actions, for their un- 
conditional liberation." 

The group's reason- 
ing for their action was 
also very eloquently 
worded in their com- 
munique, expressing 
frustration with humyn 
exploitation, the priva- 
tization of resources 
and environmental de- 
terioration. They were 
also clear about their 
desires to focus on qual- 
ity actions, strength- 
ening themselves to 
sabotage with renewed zest and creativity: "It 
is 2010," they declare, "a new year with new 
strategies and new tactics but with the same 
courage to act." 


"What do you think will happen when we 
set fire to your house and you are off to 
work? No fire brigade for you we guess." 


damaged. One giant earth mover, six dump 
trucks, four standard earth movers and two 
flood light generators were all demolished. 
The site of the open cast mine had already 
been mined and the machinery was supposed 
to be transported to the Mainshill are nearby. 
Fortunately, that area was still occupied by the 
Mainshill forest camp. 

On January 13, at the Mainshill Woods site 
in another action, a drill rig was sabotaged. 
The machine was part of a duo of earth de- 
stroyers that was operating on a different 
opencast mine planned for South Lanarkshire. 

For a further 
list of actions 
tak- 
over 


in Scotland, 
16. 


Oil Lines Sabotaged, MEND Ends Ceasefire 

After a three month long ceasefire the: 
Movement for the Emancipation of the Ni- 
ger Delta (MEND) is back in the game. On 
January 8, unknown militants attacked one 
of Chevron's major oil producing lines of 
the Niger Delta. Statements that were re- 
leased the next day reported that Chevron’s 
20,000 barrels per day of crude oil came to a 
screeching halt. 

The group of gunmen reported, "This at- 
tack was sanctioned by MEND but did not 
involve our fighters." 

Armed saboteurs in the Niger River delta, 
home to Africa's largest oil and gas industry, 
have shut down more than 25 percent of Ni- 
geria's crude production over the course of 
the four years through 2009. 

January 30, the day of MEND's announce- 
ment of ending their ceasefire, another sabo- 
taged oil line was discovered on one of Royal 
Dutch Shell's pipelines. 

MEND has made pretty clear their desire 
for "control of its resources and land." Due 
to infrastructural nightmares destroying 
their land they've yet to obtain this. 

New Year, New Lives! 

As we entered a new year others give new 
lives to 150 hens. The hens were released 
from their battery cages in the UK. The lib- 
erators proclaimed, "happy new year to all 
prisoners." 

Geftin Grilled With the ELF 

Dedicated to Earth Liberation Prisoners 
Nicu, Robbi, Andrea and the Brigata Garib- 
aldi Antifascista. 

Eight liters of gasoline and five camping 
gas canisters were used to perform the per- 
fect arson to the electric cabin and the kitch- 
en of the Roadhouse Grill in Reggio, Emilia 
(Italy). Up the revolt! ELF 

Up in Arms at the Arms Factory 

More than 300 protestors converged on 
the Brighton, UK, EDO/ITT to remember 
2009's catastrophic 22 day bombing of 
Gaza. Protesters met up at a park equipped 
with coffins and a banner with a thousand 
handprints representing the lives that were 
lost during the attacks on Gaza. Everyone 
was dressed to impress (all black with masks 
of course). 

Protestors marched from the park to a 
junction in the road that meet with the road 


that the factory is located on. At this point 
many protesters split off to race to the rear 
of the factory. Other protestors chose to con- 
veniently stay behind to block access to the 
road and read the names of those 1417 vic- 
tims of the Israeli bombings. 

As the protestors approached the factory 
many went inside of the fence. After leav- 
ing that area and repeatedly evading the po- 
lice around 100 protestors attempted to go 
onto Barclays Bank property. Unfortunately 
riot police headed the protestors off.- At the 
end of the day five arrests were made. For 
more extensive coverage 
of this smash EDO dem- 
onstration as well as past 
actions and background 
on the campaign please 

Visit WWW.SMASHEOO.ORG. 

HLS Investors Feel 
the Heat 

Deutschland M.F.A.H. 
brought the ruckus to 
the vice president of For- 
tress Investment (FI), the 
main investor of Hunt- 
ingdon Life Sciences 
(HLS). Arsonists demand- 
ing that FI withdraws the loans they supply to 
HLS set fire to VP Karim Bohm's car. 

In a communique, they stated, "There's noth- 
ing that can stop us from making this the 
worst nightmare in the whole Fortress In- 
vestment Group history." 

Apparently, the fire rescue team couldn't 
make it through to the home due to the 
smallness of streets and excess of cars block- 
ing in the way. The team of arsonists asked, 
"What do you think will happen when we 
set fire to your house and you are off to 
work? No fire brigade for you we guess." 

ALF Versus Pig Slaughter Near Paris, France 

Late November 2009 the ALF. made a spe- 
cial visit to a pig slaughterhouse in Houdan, 
France. Despite difficult weather, the sabo- 
teurs were still able to set multiple trucks on 
fire. They signed their communique, "Noth- 
ing can stop the ALF." 

Non-Stop-Action Against Coal Mining 
in Scotland 

In early January, the Pennile opencast mine 
in Scotland was host to a band of saboteurs. 
In all, 13 destructive pieces of machinery were 
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nt Feminism: 
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By Comrade Black 


Juliet Belmas was arrested in January 1983, 
at the age of 19, and was sentenced to 20 years 
in prison for her involvement in the militant 
Guerrilla groups Direct Action (DA), and The 
Wimmin's Fire Brigade. DA claimed responsi- 
bility for the bombings of the Cherokee Dun- 
smire Hydro substation on Vancouver Island, 
and the bombing of Litton Systems, an Ontario 
company that was building guidance systems 
for the nuclear cruise missile; other smaller ac- 
tions included paint bombing of AMEX offices, 
and they had plans to sink an icebreaker being 
used to push forth plans for offshore drilling, 
as well as bombing the military base at Cold 
Lake. 

The Wimmins Fire Brigade fire bombed three 
stores of the pornography chain Red Hot Video 
(RVH), after a failing long term campaign by 
mainstream feminist groups to stop the chain 
from selling films ofwomyn and children being 
violently and repeatedly beaten and raped. 

Juliet now has a degree from art school 
and makes independent films, and does work 
around the issues faced by womyn in prison. 
I was lucky enough to meet Juliet and hear 
many of her exciting stories recently— she had 
so much to say that needed to be heard by oth- 
ers. I took this opportunity to ask her about 
the connections between anarchism, feminism, 
punk rock and militancy. 

Comrade Black: So now that you are not blow- 
ing shit up anymore, what are you doing? Are 
you still a revolutionary? 

Juliet Belmas: I film shit blowing up all the 
time now, as a camera technician in the film 
industry, and over the past few years I've been 
talking — mainly With young people eager 
to know what it's like being a revolutionary, 
about how it all began for me and what it was 
like. I tell them time, don't wait for nobody, it 
goes just like that, so listen up! 

As for being a revolutionary — a parrhesiast 
is what I am. I don't suck-hole to anybody! I 
tell the truth, despite the risks, and my fidel- 
ity to truth is pivotal to my self-examination 
and maturation as a human being. I choose 
frankness instead of persuasion, truth in- 
stead of falsehood, the risk of death instead 
of life and security, criticism instead of flat- 
tery, and moral duty instead of self-interest or 
moral apathy. 


optics would be so much worse. History is 
so unforgiving! 

Also, I can't believe they wrote an entire 
article about Julie Belmas without even 
talking to Julie Belmas, or her lawyer. Who 
were their sources? Never once mentioned 
in the article! It even slid into low-level 
gossiping, insinuating I was a rat because of 
a "slide into religion" or because I "left Ger- 
ry." Not a single word about the fact that he 
let the others threaten the life of the women 
he ,said he loved, which was unbelievable! 

I believe the reason why the "Leftist Press" 
singled me out, and labeled me a rat says 
more about the dogma-laden Left. I didn't 
know anybody. I came right out of the sub- 
urbs with revolutionary zeal like no other. 
I never took the state's evidence, blamed 
or "ratted" on any one of my ex-comrades. 
I was a pawn and couldn't make a move; I 


the opportunity to explain it was for politi- 
cal extremism; if I use the word terrorism, 
they are always surprised and say, "Ah yeah? 
And she overcame this?" and somehow I 
see in their eyes that what I had just said to 
them kinda gave them hope. I read it in their 
faces something like: "If a person can have a 
good life after serving six and a half years in 
prison for worst acts than those I have done, 
I sure can have a good life too." You can do 
something, and you can make a difference 
by making the best of it. That's the way peo- 
ple think, and if you have an influence on 
one person's perceptions then you're doing 
all right. 

CB: Mistakes were made at Litton Systems caus- 
ing serious injuries to some of the security and staff, 
could these have been avoided? 

JB: Days before the Litton bombing, a 
problem was discovered with the bomb's 


watched helplessly as reporters from both digital timer, it wasn't cycling down to zero 


the mainstream and the Left began pitting 
me against the others to sell their stories. 
Media sucks, and the truth is that the huge 
sentence I got is proof that I never hid be- 
hind anyone's skirt and I even tried to pro- 
tect some people. I got a heavier sentence 
because of that, but it was much harder with 
that "rat" label, especially in prison; so you 
can see why I'm not on the best terms with 
the four others and even some of their 
most ardent supporters. They had a respon- 
sibility, especially my boyfriend (at the time), 
to remove that "bad jacket" arid they never 
did. They would've had to admit they were 
wrong and obviously they weren't capable 
of that. They chose to be rigid politically, 
instead of being human.. - 

CB: What does Militancy" and Direct Action 
mean to you? 

JB: Militancy means a constant prepared- 
ness for the point of no return. Direct action 
means big tent action by committee. 

CB: Is property destruction and sabotage 
violent? How do you define violence? 

JB: Property damage and sabotage are vio- 
lence if aimed at the epicenter of an intended 
'target; I define violence as a natural part of 
being H-U-M-A-N. 

It's obvious; politics is. violence: politics 
needs force, politics needs Christ, politics 
needs money, politics needs ignorance, poli- 
tics needs fools, politics needs poverty — you 


properly. We should've aborted the action 
right there and then, but we didn't. Instead, 
a decision was made to contact the individ- 
ual who built the timer back in Vancouver 
before proceeding. It was all beyond me, to 
tell you the truth, why we continued. 

But moreover, to this day I believe it was a 
miracle no one was killed, we should never 
have attacked a civilian target (a place where 
people worked) with 550 pounds of dyna- 
mite; it was wacko crazy. 

The way we transported and stored the 
dynamite and the blasting caps was just as 
irresponsible; there was little consideration 
for the public's safety, not to mention mine. 
The others had previous experience han- 
dling dynamite, whereas, I did not. It had 
been a common misconception that I did the 
Cheekeye Dunsmuuir bombing. I never did. 
Anyways, I was asked to do the telephone 
bomb warning for the Litton action, because 
the person originally involved crapped out. 
As it turned out, the dynamite contami- 
nated my clothing (which was bagged and 
used. as evidence in court), it entered my 
bloodstream, and it made me real sick. 

Get one thing straight, I'm not making ex- 
cuses or looking for sympathy at this point 
in the journey; it took me a long time to be 
able to look back at events with clarity (due 
to post traumatic stress). But given the facts, 
it's clear I suffered nitrate poisoning during 


CB: During the trials, a prisoner support group get the progression — politics is violence. the days leading up to the bombing. Nitrate 

put out some bulletin claiming you had "ratted" CB: What was the goal of using militant di- poisoning usually occurs when people are 

out the others. Was there any validity to this? rect action? Why did you choose militancy over in close contact with dynamite for two or 
How did that rumor start? How did it affect other tactics? And how did you choose your tar- three days. I slept beside it for two full weeks 
your time in prison and relationship to your co- gets? (while the blasting caps were with Ann and 

defendants? JB: The goal was not to anger people but Brent); I complained of particles flying in 

JB: It all began with an article carried by the to scare them, to wake them up. Picketing my face while packing it from place to place. 
"Leftist Press," entitled "Julie Rats Out," dat- seemed like a waste of time; nothing ever Mistakes definitely could've been avoided! 

ing back to the mid 1980s. It's not surprising changes. I targeted Red Hot Video because CB: So often, when you talk about militancy, it 

that the article was not signed. Writers with it was doing business near my family home is often perceived as macho, or sexist, and many 
journalistic integrity always sign their arti- in Port Coquitlam, and I was very disturbed feminists have even argued that "violence" is 
cles (except in some countries like Mexico, by it. All I wanted to do was destroy it — an inherently male trait. However, you, a strong 
Colombia or Algeria where their lives could smash it up and burn it down! Actually, I feminist, were involved in a militant group. Does 
be threatened by what they write!). But I can wanted to blow it to smithereens with the this disprove the theory held by some feminists? 
see why the person who wrote that article dynamite we stole, but the others wouldn’t JB: I believe violence is a human trait that 
didn't sign it; it is full of lies and partiality, go along with that. Red Hot Video was the has nothing to do with gender. 

They depicted Brent TaylQr like some demi- only action I chose- and the only action I I think most feminist theories fail to ex- 
god and steered the reader into concluding never regretted— not one bit! plore the way most girls' actively construct 

that Julie was the Judas who betrayed the CB: Many people in the mainstream and their own gender, and they make big mistakes 
group for self-interest; while the others, the those who work for the state, such as the pigs, in focusing on socialization, rather than on 
true believers, must now suffer a worse fate, often call you a terrorist. Do you feel what you girl resistance to socialization. And the big 
They take the fact that I pled guilty and have done was terrorism? How do you feel about problem with academia is so much gets lost 
appealed a 20-year sentence and make it being called a terrorist? What does that word in translation. 

seem that, because I did that, I automati- mean to you? CB: So what then is the connection between 

cally "ratted out" — damn! If you only knew JB: When people label me a terrorist it Militancy and Feminism? - 

how the whole place was wiretapped and hits two birds with one stone; first, I get JB: The connection between Militancy 

what people said, like the cops would learn to claw back the representational dynamics and Feminism for me was girl resistance 

anything from me or anybody else for that of a word that continues to misinform our and DIY gun empowerment. In other 

matter. Weird, seems like whoever wrote understanding of history throughout the words, guerrilla irreverence for patriarchal 

that article had to find a scapegoat to el- ages; secondly, it makes me feel special. For institutions and power. 

evate the others— I don't know, but what instance, when I tell stories highlighting my For my seventeenth birthday, my oldest 

I do know is that I was lucky I wasn't the . exploits, people always say to me: "Really? sister gives me a book called "The Women's 

lone woman in the group, otherwise the Why were you in prison?" and I always take Room" by Marilyn French. It was a feminist 
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novel that featured a radical militant femi- 
nist as central character and for me, it ig- 
nited new perspectives on female passivity 
and male domination. When a friend got 
me a job at a door factory punching holes 
in aluminum eight hours a day, five days a 
week, I remember trying to talk to her about 
the book's ideas during coffee breaks and 
lunch hours. She was too busy suck-holing 
and trying to impress floor boss — she was a 
hard working asshole like him. 

Luckily, I was listening to female rock 
icons at the time like Patty Smith, Polysty- 
rene of the X-Ray Spex, and guitarists like 
Ellen Mcllwaine, who were taking on male 
traits in their music, and I was attracted to 
that new rhythm generating. Soon after, I 
told the floor boss to shove it (under my 
breathe), and made a b-line directly for the 
Vancouver punk scene in bondage trousers, 
combat boots and a ripped shirt. I was not 
trying to be sexual or indecent, but mock- 
ing female sexuality (social norms) through 
parody. My entry into punk rock moved 
me from a position of victimization, as an 
assembly line worker from the suburbs, to 
one of agency, as a person in control of my 
self-presentation. 

Militant parody in the form of punk rock 
was girl resistance to subservient, fucked up 
roles for young women. I was more afraid of 
doing nothing to combat that, than being 
patted on the head and falling into line as a 
"good girl." 

CB: How does anarchism work into all this? 
What is the connection between anarchism, 
and feminism, or anarchism and militancy? 

JB: Well after that job in the Port Co- 
quitlam piss factory, I didn't much care for 
work place rules and regulations anymore — 
or any rules for that matter. I sensed that I 
would remain subjugated for the rest of my 
life if I remained complacent and let fucked 
up people tell me what to do, and on and on 
it would go. I wanted to seize the time and 
express my femininity in a way that smashed 
other people's ideas of how I should behave. 

I grew up with a lot of freedom, being the 
youngest of six. My siblings grew up in the 
over-controlling 50s, while I was all freedom- 
loving 60s and wanting to be a "hippie" right 
off tne~i7aty--Mv^-pagentS- had seen it all and 
tolerated me expressing myselFtErbuglrany- 
imagery I desired, not to mention the uncom- 
promising four-four beat of British punk rock. 

So I started fashioning my own punk 
rock, anarcho-feminism style: ripped fish- 
net stockings, safety pins, skin-tight black 
leather, spiked hair and wristbands. I drew 
anarchy symbols on everything I wore. I 
even wore a Mickey Mouse cap around the 
house with Nazi symbols for ears that made 
my Mother laugh. I found refuge in the 
music of the Sex Pistols and other British 
bands whose records I was collecting at the 
time, because just expressing any deviation 
from the norm in the suburbs (where I grew 
up) drew staunch repression. I would soon 
TeSrrrndicr^ameJxLbeffue, a nd even worse 
in downtown VancouVerr^unk was really 
out there back then, not like it is now. 

So then, while I was staying at a punk 
house off Commercial Drive, I got violently 
attacked in broad daylight by baseball bat- 
wielding fascists. After that, something in 
me changed drastically. At first I returned to 
Port Coquitlam and dropped out of the scene 
for a while; suffering post-traumatic stress 
in quiet desperation. Then I started reading 


I started my own DIY punkzine, called 
Opposition (I criticized punks for- doing 
nothing but sitting on their asses), I joined 
a punk band called No Exit and penned 
"Nothing New," one of the best punk an- 
thems that- came out of the Vancouver 
punk scene. At the same time, I was mak- 
ing anti-war and anti-fascist posters using 
clippings of images of guerrilla fighters 
from Time magazine. It was a big time of 
connectivity, channeling my anger into 
creative energy, and that's what lead up to 
my slide into militancy. 

CB: Some people today feel that feminism 
"has gone too far, " that womyn are now equal 
to men, and that there is no need for feminism 
anymore. How do you feel about this, do you see 
a need for feminism today? 

JB: Level playing field, hah! I see a dire need 
for feminists (both male and female) to unite 
around truth-telling and self-empowerment, 
whichever way they choose. 

CB: What do you say to all those people that 



Juliet Belmas one hour after being arrested. 


think feminists hate men? 

JB: I say, the 80s called and wants its 
dogma back. 

CB: Second wave feminism was very anti- 
~pom r where as third wave feminism adopted 
a pro-sex stance. Was the fire bombing of the 
Red Hot Videos was this based on a anti-pom 
stance? Would an action like this have been a 
product of the feminism of the time, or would 
it have still happened if the entire situation oc- 
curred 10 years later when Little Sister's was 
fighting against censorship, if a store like RHV 
was selling rape and snuff films in the height of 
the pro-sex feminist movement? 

JB: We were all radical militant sec- 
ond wavers who believed that video pom 
should be prohibited (censored) because 
it was dangerously desensitizing to the 
viewer and correlated with increased levels of 
violence against women and children. Also, 
mainstream fe minist groups did such a good 
job picketingTHe'Sffops arid sefhng up Hie - 
issue of snuff pornography in the collective 
consciousness that direct action was able to 
spring board into public discourse. 

I don't think it would have the same gal- 
vanizing effect today, because Third Wave 
feminists express themselves differently. 
They are reclaiming their personal jour- 
neys out of the ashes of censorship and 
re-constructing female identity through 


newspapers^thaving- never been interested in empowering labels previously defined and 


news), and identifying with media accounts 
of paramilitary death squads operating with 
impunity in the Third World, trapping and 
massacring women and children in churches! 
The realization that it almost happened to me 
here hit me like a ton of bricks. 


censored as "unfemiriine" such as prosti- 
tution and pornography. Today, feminist 
third-wavers are choosing to control their 
means of production rather than smash 
them. It's so cool, because the forty, fifty 
year olds like me did our thing, now the 


twenty, thirty year olds are interested in 
doing their thing, and on and on if goes. 

CB: Why did you choose the spelling you 
used of Wimmin? 

JB: The Brigade as a collective chose "wim- 
min" as the spelling, because some com- 
rades thought that by using the term we'd 
build solidarity in other areas of the move- 
ment (outside Canada). In other words, we 
chose the word thinking it would make our 
Direct Action message .more accessible. To- 
day, our target audience wonders "what's up 
with that word?" 

CB: How did your actions affect the overall 
movement? Did you have any support from the 
mainstream anti-war and feminist moments? 

JB: Our actions caused sorrow, tears, con- 
fusion and the regular trademarks of repres- 
sion. At the time, we did not have widespread 
support, but the. individual people who 
knew us within those movements supported 
us passionately, and still do. Conversely, I 
barely knew anyone in the movement when 
I was arrested and as a result, I did not get 
the same sort of support as the others. 

CB: What about race? As mainly white, het- 
erosexual, activists, and largely from middle class 
backgrounds did your privilege play into any of 
this? How did this work in solidarity with People 
of Color, especially indigenous people who's land 
we are fighting on? 

JB: I had a hunch that there was more 
to life than my white bread dysfunctional 
culture when I started hanging out at the 
Smiling Buddha and other punk venues in 
the inner city. I was from the suburbs, right 
away my family and friends started making 
a case for violence and homelessness say- 
ing that it wasn't safe for me to be down- 
town. They pointed to local newspaper 
stories that linked indiscriminate violence 
with homelessness and Native people in 
the area. I remember arguing with them 
and challenging them to read between the 
lines of stupid media messages I was hear- 
ing, like the way women were supposed to 
dress and be subservient to men. I knew I 
was privileged and that it was my respon- 
sibility to rebel by . seeking truth — the un- 
compromising truth of injustice, poverty 
and violence — everything that I was sup- 
posed to be swallowing in the media, that 
is how my white, privileged background 
played into all this. 

How this worked in solidarity with First 
Nations was awesome! One time, we (me 
and my DA comrades) were heading to the 
Stein River Valley for a week of R&R and 
we had to pass through First Nations ter- 
ritory to get there. There we were moving 
slow in the stolen four wheel drive — our 
eyes were on the winding road ahead — 
when suddenly about twenty First Nations 
youth appeared out of thin air and blocked 
the road in front of us with logs and trees 
so we could not pass. We realized that this 
was a campaign of non-white direct ac- 
tions aimed at an aggressive logging com- 
pany in the area that had marked the last 

~1 nrtai ill wntnrrh n H fnr lo ggin gs SO 

we raised our fists in solidarity; we made a 
peace offering with a cassette tape of John 
Trudell talking about his life experiences. 
By respecting Native road blocks, whites 
can work in solidarity with People of Color 
to protect the earth. That's how solidarity 
works'. 

This interview was conducted by Comrade 
Black, who is a genderqueer green anarchist 
feminist from Victoria BC. They are a founder 
of the Victoria Anarchist Bookfair collective, 
Victoria anarchist reading circle, as well as 
a member of the Camas Collective Infoshop. 
This is only half of the interview; the other 
half will appear in the next issue (Beltane 
May-June) of the Journal. 
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MAINSHILL SOLIDARITY CAMP 



All pictures courtesy of 
Coal Action Scottland. 
From top-to-bottom: 
Top :a climber is sus- 
pended from a skypod 
with cops below. Sec- 
ond.- Two action camp- 
ers locked down to a 
digger. Third down: A 
climber is locked down 
to a drill rig. Fourth A 
face-to-face look with 
a skypoder. Bottom 
right : A climber uses 
traverse lines to evade 
the eviction team 


More information and a full round-up of actions at www.coalactionscotland.noflag.org.uk 


By Coal Action Scottland 


The Mainshill Solidarity Camp was situated in Mainshill Wood, the site of a proposed 
open cast coal mine in South Lanarkshire, Scotland. The occupation came to an end when 
it was forcibly evicted on the January 25, 2010, after seven months of intense activity in 
the area. 

South Lanarkshire is one of the most heavily mined areas in Europe, with four active 
open cast sites already encircling the nearby village of Douglas. Coal Action Scotland 
started the campaign with actions at coal terminals and open cast sites around the coun- 
try, which led to the occupation of the site at Mainshill in June 2009. Since then there 
have been at least 30 different blockades, digger dives and acts of sabotage on coal sites 
across Scotland's central belt. 

One of the main focuses of the Mainshill campaign has been the physical defense of a 
small community from the greed of a major national coal company, in this case Scottish 
Coal and the aristocratic landowner Lord Home. The local opposition to the open cast was 
completely disregarded, despite more than 600 objections being lodged from a population 
of around 1,000. As a result of this, local support has been incredible, including donations ' 
of food almost everyday. This helped us throughout the brutal winter with temperatures 
reaching a low of zero degree's Fahrenheit. 

The campaign connects direct action against heavy industry and climate change with 
the people who suffer immediately from its causes. Instead of the carbon reductionism cur- 
rently being proffered as a solution at the global political table, the campaign at Mainshill 
seeks to build an alternative of community self-determination and genuinely participatory 
democratic processes. 

Mainshill Wood was home to an abundant variety of wildlife, including roe deer, 
badgers, bats, voles, moles, owls, buzzards, orchids and pine martens. The 343 acre site 
has now been cleared of all the trees; bulldozers and diggers have moved in to destroy 
the remaining habitat. 

The camp had been preparing for the eviction since it was set up. The eviction lasted five 
days with 70 people resisting and a total of 45 arrests. Fourteen tree houses, three sky rafts, 
and many ground defenses — including a tunnel and a multi-layered fort were evicted. In the 
UK, protest sites are evicted by a private company called the National Eviction Team who in 
this case was hired by Scottish Coal. 

On Monday January 25, a team of around 100 climbers, tunnellers, bailiffs and police 
descended on the camp to begin the eviction process. Communal structures and ground 
defences were tom down as climbers began the difficult task of removing rowdy protesters 
from the trees. Many people came from local areas and further afield to show their support. 
Also a contingent of local youth caused havoc by stealing the eviction teams tools and roam- 
ing about the site. 

For the duration of the eviction, the site was unsecured; this allowed other supporters to 
get in and cause problems. Barricades were built, chainsaw work was brought to a halt on- 
site, with one person wrapping herself up in rope and "throwing herself", at the chainsaws. 

For five days the National Eviction Team traversed the entirety of the site, systematically 
removing clusters of defenses. On day three they were surprised to find out that a small 
village of protesters (known as the "Ewoks") were hiding in the small plantation. Due to 
bulldozers cmshing trees just meters from their defenses, their plans to stay hidden were 
abandoned. 

Many people were shocked at the brutality inflicted on them by both the police and the 
eviction team. In some cases, protestors hands and feet were cable tied as climbers attached 
them to a rope and lowered them down. Another example of their complete disregard for 
safety occurred on day three as protesters in sycamore trees — who had climbed higher to 
evade capture — had the treehouses below them removed and burnt, along with all their bed- 
ding. They were then left overnight with no shelter in freezing temperatures. 

The last person to be evicted was forced to reveal himself after being surrounded by five 
bulldozers, with dozens of terrified deer around him. All 45 arrestees were held overnight 
and charged with Aggravated Trespass, apart from two people who were held over the week- 
end — one who was arrested simply for taking photographs on the site, — — 

All five days saw the violence inflicted by the state on those who try to create positive 
change, and the collusion Between the courts, police and corporations. 

The campaign against a new opencast mine at Mainshill is by no means over. Pressure is 
expected to be put on the contractors operating at the site, and the campaign will also begin 
looking to other communities and areas affected by coal projects in Scotland. This will in- 
clude hosting protest site skill shares, gatherings to link community environmental struggles 
and the occupation of more threatened land. 

This eviction is being seen not as an end, but as the beginning of a campaign of 
community-based radical direct action sweeping Scotland's central belt. If the vast ex- 
pansion of the coal industry in the UK is to be stopped, it will require more places like the 
Mainshill Solidarity Camp. 
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HALTS MOUNTAIN BLASTING 


"Coal River Mountain was the last mountain around here that hasn't been touched and they 
could've been using it for windmills. . .But Massey wants to get that coal. It seems like they just don't 
care about the populace, fust the land and their checkbook. " - Richard Bradford 


By Kim Ellis the impoundment, in case of a frontal dam breach, a 40-foot wall of 

sludge, 72-foot at its peak height, would engulf communities as far 



West Virginia protestors associated with Climate Ground Zero 
and Mountain Justice halted blasting on January 21, at Coal Riv- 
er Mountain with a three-person tree-sit. David Aaron Smith, 23, 
Amber Nitchman, 19 and Eric Blevins, 28 occupied platforms ap- 
proximately 60-feet-up two tulip poplar trees and one oak tree. The 
location was next to where Massey Energy is blasting to build an 
access road to the Brushy Fork Impoundment on its Bee Tree Strip 
Mine. Their banners state: "Save Coal River Mtn.," "EPA Stop the 
Blasting" and "Windmills Not Toxic Spills." 

"Massey Energy is a criminal corporation with over 4,500 docu- 
mented violations of the Clean Water Act, yet the government has 
given them permission to blast next to a dam full of toxic coal waste 
that will kill 998 people if it fails," said Blevins. 

This action comes at the heels of a rigorously peer-reviewed study, 
published in Science Magazine which states, "Mining permits are 
being issued despite the preponderance of scientific evidence that 
impacts are pervasive and irreversible and that mitigation cannot 
compensate for the losses." 

The sitters are calling for the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) to put an end to mountaintop removal and encourage the 
land-holding companies to develop clean energy production. The 
lack of EPA enforcement in mountaintop removal encouraged Josh 
Graupera, 19, a member of the support team, to take part in this 
action. "I knew that until I took an active role in the struggle to 
end MTR (Mountain Top Removal), I was passively condoning the 
poisoning and displacement of countless communities and in the 
obliteration of one of the oldest and most diverse ecosystems on this 
continent," Graupera said. Nitchman added, "I act out of personal 
concern for the safety of water from toxic sludge, air from smog, and 
mountains from annihilation." \ 

The Brushy Fork Impoundment' is permitted to more than nipe 
billion gallons of the toxic coal waste and currently contains 8,2 bil- 
lion gallons. Brushy Fork's foundation is built on a honeycomb of 
abandoned underground mines. If the foundation werp-fo collapse, 
the slurry would blow out from all sides of the mpudtain. Accord- 
ing to Marfork Coal Company's emergency waprfng plan regarding 


as 14 miles away. 

"Brushy Fork sludge dam places the downstream communities in 
imminent danger. The threat of being inundated by a wall of toxic 
sludge is always present. Blasting next to this dam increases the risk 
as well as destroying the opportunity for renewable wind energy," 
said Coal River Mountain Watch's Vernon Haltom. 

According to the Coal River Wind Project, the wind energy pro- 
duced by a turbine farm on Coal River Mountain could power 
70,000 homes, provide more permanent jobs for local residents and, 
annually, bring over a million more dollars in tax breaks revenue to 
Raleigh County than coal currently does. 

After blocking Massey Energy's operations on the Bee Tree Permit for nine 
days, Amber Nitchman, 19, and Eric Blevins, 28 descended from thdr re- 
spective trees. They had occupied the two oak trees — originallysaccpmpa- 
nied by a third tree sitter, David Aaron Smith, 23 — to protest'mountaintop 
removal and the blasting of Coal River Mountain. Uporrdescent, they were 
immediately arrested by West Virginia State Trooped 


Treesit Halting Coal work in West Virginia 


in which one side shows an "independent house in between three trees to read and plot, a 
study" that states how much this power line communal kitchen, an information point, 
Since October 17, we have been occupy- is needed and the other side comes with yet a "warehouse" to .store materials and keep 
ing a piece of forest that was meant to host another study that shows the opposite. It's things dry and many resistance structures that 
one of the hundreds of electrical towers that obvious which side we're with, but we state will keep police busy for some days as they try 
form the new Very High Voltage (MAT) pow- that it is imperative to actually fight this to evict us. 

er line, which will eventually interconnect power line. Also very important has been the help 

France, Spain and perhaps, Africa. The place In the meantime, we're trying to build the and involvement of many people we didn't 
we now call our home is in an area called foundations of a new world starting right know until some weeks ago. Local people 
Guilleries (Girona Spain), near Sant Hilari here and now: reconnecting With the Earth, from the nearby villages as well as people 
Sacalm village. It is about -3,000-feet-high living what our instincts tell us, hurting the from Barcelona and other cities show up 
and surrounded by mountains in a fairly iso- empire and putting pressure on its fissures. and help. Some people decide to stay for 
lated environment. Here, from the forests that have always days, or even want to live with us and pass- 

The reasons for this occupation are many, hid the rebels, maquis, conspirators and ers-by are curious about what we're doing. 
We won't accept without fighting yet an- plotters, we can still be invisible and feel One communication strategy has been to 
other gigantic infrastructure that will solve protected. They've sold us the idea of prog- try to speak directly with people instead of 
absolutely nothing and, in fact, will make ress and science as a nostrum/panacea that letting mass-media portray us and manipu- 
things worse. We have to choose which side will free humanity of its fears and . will give late us as they please. No work has been 
we're on: either we stand for western civi- us commodities we never dreamed of be- done with them. We have used our own 
lization, or we fight against it. It's time for fore— commodities that, on the ptnfer hand, means: texts, flyers, posters, face-to-face 
action! This is an attempt to show that some we never get to catch, because progress has talking with people of the villages, social 
people still have what it takes! Challenging to create new gadgets every single minute,; movements and our own blog. Mass-media 
the establishment is a condition for living in What, we're ableto see_ is th at progress re- is never impartial That’s ev- 

this world. uucertRTtSTotally useless people fuITpY eryone to show up with no cameras or mi- 

— - §eme-fijf-Tne^'problems" this MAT line, insecurities and passivity. Every moment crophones. From the forest, a big hug to all 
hopes to solve include securing electrical we spend in this world, we lose knowledge people trying to get rid of this capitalist-in- 
power for the tourist villages of Girona, about how life would be without all these dustrialist system and struggling to create 
supplying electricity for the TAV/AVE and commodities they sell to us. a world without any kind of domination, 

avoiding electrical blackouts like the 2007 The occupation has been successful so far. In For more information on this camp visit www. 
blackout in Barcelona, Spain. these 1 two months, a lot of structures have been desdelboscos.blogspot.com and for other European 

We're not going to enter the debate arena built: many beds on the trees, a communal "chill" EF! News, visit www.earthfirst.org.uk. 


BY DESDELBOSCOS.BLOGSPOT.COM 
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continued from page 1 


to appear before a Grand Jury because of the charges being a class 2 
offense. 




jigglt 

RESIST^ 


Banners from the march 

forward around an encroaching cart, screams broke out as the 
air became saturated with pepper spray. An officer on horseback 
began recklessly thrashing through the crowd, and in the midst 
of the blurry encounter, five people were stolen from the bloc and 
arrested. Amongst bloc members taking the brunt of the police 
violence, many others were disoriented by the situation and a 
two-year-old marcher was pepper sprayed in the face. 

A standoff between officers and the bloc ensued after the arrests. 
T Jmer-ma rchers also felt the urge to confront the cops. The standoff 

lasted nearly an hour ancrarnatr: 

As Saturday night stretched into Sunday morning all five arrestees 
were released. One arrestee was released on their own recognizance and 
the others were served with an assortment of bail costs and charges re- 
lated to assault. Local Phoenix attorneys and cop-watchers are assisting 
those facing charges from the march. Some of the arrestees are going 


"Queremos Urt iViundo" (We Want One World) "San Fron- 
teras" (Without Borders!)... Chants from both sides of the 
border at the 2007 No Borders Camp — Resistance Against 
the Wall ( EF!J January-February 2003). 

An abundance of responses to the border have developed in recent 
years. Many have strived to break out of popular mundane thought 
patterns of looking toward politico figureheads for the answers. 

North America has seen a distinct surge in radical responses to 
borders and colonization through the expansion of capitalism. Anti- 
olympic organizing in Vancouver, British Columbia, has become 
full-on volatile. From burning barricades on native land, to shat- 
tered windows in Santa Cruz, the message has become clear — the 
Olympics are not welcome on stolen native land. 

From November 7-11, 2007, the Mexicali border was occupied as 
people established an autonomous zone for a No Borders Camp. 
Prior to the No Borders Camp people in California and San Diego 
were organizing and sabotaging the efforts of the Minute Men (an 
armed, -anti-immigrant group that patrols the border). 

Insurrectional actions have sprouted up throughout the US, threat- 
ening the security of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
detention facilities. Funders of detention centers have also become 
the target of sabotage. Open organizing against these racist prisons 
and capitalist institutions, such as Wells Fargo, has been a commonly 
employed tactic amongst Smash ICE groups of the Northwest US. 

Across the Atlantic ocean, Europeans have established the no 
border network to facilitate their desires to confront the violence 
perpetrated by borders in their area. Through their networking, 
they've organized numerous No Border Camps. A No Borders Camp 
was held in Calais, France, from June 23-29 2009. In late August, No 
Border Activists held a No Borders Camp in Lesvos, Greece. Activ- 
ists were able to communicate with prisoners of the Pagani prison 
that were involved in hunger strikes and provide peripheral support 
for those imprisoned. Toward the end of the camp, 10 activists oc- 
cupied the roof of the prison. One day of camp was dedicated to 
inspiring Harbor actions. Forty campers deployed small rubber boats 
and instigated interactions with the Coast Guard. They were met by 
attempts of the Coast Guard who attempted to capsize them. One 
boat was even harpooned by the Coast Guard. One can only imagine 
what waits on the wings of future European camps. 

Many European detention centers have felt tidal waves of resis- 
tance from migrants rioting there. In February, migrants set fire to 
a detention center in Lampedusa, Italy, in response to the threat 
of 107 Tunisian migrants being deported to Tunesia. In September, 
migrants rioted and set fires in a Greek prison yard for more than 
five hours. >„ . 


"Borders are scratched across the hearts of men, by 
strangers with a calm, judicial pen, and when the borders 
bleed we watch with dread the-4ines_pf ink alo ng the map 
turn red."— Marya Mannes ' 

The DO@ bloc knew that at the end of the day, the tables had not 
only been turned but literally taken from beneath the noses of any 
one attempting to keep border discussions within frames of the past. 

For radicals in southern Arizona, the reality of the border stares at 
us eye-to-eye. If you are not directly affected by the border, someone 
you know is. Chances are you have done work with No More Deaths, 
and witnessed the violence of the border and tried to process the cru- 
elty of constant deaths and deportations — a result from capitalism's 
pressure on those migrating north. Further north on both O'odham 
and Dine land, the border and relocations have an even more om- 
nipresent effect on everyday life. On O'odham land, people are 
frequently harassed by border patrol. These confrontations often es- 
calate into extreme forms of intimidation and violence for O'odham 
people. These actions are not only carried out by border patrol, but 
also homeland security. For years, Dine people have been relocated 
due to infrastructure projects. (Note, this doesn't come close to delv- 
ing into the continuous actions both the Dine and O'odham face 
due to colonization.) 

The border is merely one point of contention in this debate. The 
onslaught of capitalism and the unceasing violence of infrastruc- 
ture must be brought into the light within these debates. It is also 
eminent that we move past alone and into attack mode now! Plead- 
ing for change in the stagnant water of past approaches will only 
leave us drowning. Developing approaches to support people in the 
struggle, defending our communities and land while attacking the 
perpetrators of these acts of violence is the next step. So step it up! 

w ' 1,1 1 ™-.nr int ellectual fire, t rv visiting some of these 

sites: rnmsufm/MsouDMvrYMatDPPESS.coM.~mmjjaafmi^^L^ ^.^c~ n ^T rriM 

WWW.HRESNEVEREXTlNGUISHED.BL0GSPCyr.COM, WWW.BLACKMESAIS.ORG, WWW.ROOTFORCE. 
org, www.uNSEnuNGMiNNEsarA.ORG. Or, try talking to someone in your commu- 
nity about the next steps to decolonizing and destroying local infrastructure 
projects. 


very same pathetic formula of production and consumption. Capi- 
tal seeks to desecrate everything sacred. We hold lives over laws 
and human relations over commodity relations." 

"We recognize what appears to be an unending historical condi- 
tion of forced removal here in the Southwestern so-called US. From 
the murdering of O'odham Peoples and stealing of their lands for 
the development of what is now known as the metropolitan Phoe- 
nix area, to the ongoing forced relocation of more than 14,000 Dine 
who have been uprooted for the extraction of natural resources just 
hours north of here, we recognize that this is not a condition that 
we must accept, it is a system that will continue to attack us unless 
we act." 


The bloc moving through the streets 

"Whether we are migrants deported for seeking to organize our 
own lives (first forced to migrate to a hostile country for work) or 
working class families foreclosed from our houses, we see the same 
forces at work. Indeed, in many cases the agents of these injustices 
are one and the same." 

Members of the bloc addressed the march from the stage of the 
initial meet-up point. Shortly after, the bloc merged together with 
black flags and banners and began howling chants. As allies of the 
bloc emerged from the mingling crowd, the energy grew to nerve 
tingling proportions — the bloc advanced forward, it worked it's way 
through the streets of Phoenix. 

The DO@ bloc was under the eye of the Phoenix police for the 
entirety of the march. The Police eventually erupted into a violent 
response to the bloc. Within seconds of bloc members advancing 


% 


"We hold lives over laws and human relations over commodity relations 
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By Black Mesa Indigenous Support 

Although there's been a recent victory against the reopening 
of the Black Mesa Complex, the Kayenta mine is still operating! 
Elders on the front lines fighting the continued impacts of coal 
mining and forced relocation efforts are still requesting support. 
We are writing with a request for direct, on-land support on 
behalf of families of traditional resistance communities of 
Black Mesa, Arizona. One of the Big Mountain elder matriarchs, 
Blanche Wilson, the mother of Mae Tso, who hosted the 2008 
caravan, passed away on January 17. Please hold her and her 
family in your thoughts and prayers. Mae and Samuel, two of 
Blanche's children, and elders themselves, are living alone at 
their homesite. They are in need of support — they will need 
to take four days away from basic necessities and work for 
the traditional funeral. Additionally, Mae injured her back on 
Christmas day and has been in pain for the last three weeks and 
at a limited work capacity; Samuel has been working double 
what he normally does. 

Furthermore, after this year's Caravan/Fall Wood Run to 
Black Mesa, Black Mesa Indigenous Support has received an 
unprecedented amount of direct requests for on-land support 
from elders — we usually have about 2-3 per month, and this 
month we have nine requests, besides Mae and Samuel Tso. 
There are several sheepherders on-land right now, but nearly 
all of them are leaving soon. February is a difficult month for 
the ek. rs to live out in the vast canyonlands of Black Mesa in 
such high altitude in the cold and snow without paved roads 
and supporters are much appreciated. One of the elders is 
undergoing knee surgery at the end of January and will be out 
of commission for several weeks. If you contact us we will give 
you details. 

It is extremely important tfiat we try as hard as we can to 
have supporters up there to honor these requests and make 
sure that we continue our support beyond the caravan. If you 
have come on a caravan or spent time on the land before, 
please consider reconnecting with the struggle and staying 
with a family requesting support. If you can't come out, put 
the call out to your community and offer to talk to interested 
sheep herders about your experience before getting them in 
touch with us. This is vital to remain connected to the struggle 
and to show our solidarity. Please consider coming out if at all 
possible. Let us know, and let anyone else who could possibly 
come out know. 


Black Mesa 
Update 


Many Thanks, 

Black Mesa Indigenous Support Collective 

WWW.BLACKMESAIS.ORG 



Durwin White Lightning Passes Into the Spirit World, 
Independent Investigation Underway, 

You CanHelp! 


By North Coast Earth First! First! 

Durwin White Lightning passed into the spirit world on December 9, 
2009. Durwin hosted many native ceremonies, in the tradition of the 
Dakota people, all up and down the West Coast of the U.S. In 2005, 
he dedicated a Sun Dance ceremony to the preservation of the ancient 
redwoods and the people working to protect it. He said that things that 
people pray for in the Sun Dance can come true within four years, and 
the old growth on former PL land was saved by 2009. 

The circumstances around Durwin's death are highly suspicious; he 
had just been on the West Coast doing a ceremony for his 52 
birthday. He and a friend traveled to North Dakota by train, 
and his medical marijuana must have been detected, because 
there were officers waiting to arrest him, at the train station. 

He was then taken to jail and found hanged in his jail 
cell a few hours later, allegedly by suicide. Few believe 
that Durwin would ever commit suicide, and 
especially not over a pot ticket; he had his 
215 medical marijuana license, so it may 
have been a court battle, yet certainly not 
something worth committing suicide over. 

Many believe that foul play was involved, and 
an independent investigation is underway. 

Durwin's family is not wealthy,' and is 
accepting help with legal fees. You should be 
able to go into any Well's Fargo bank and make 
a donation to the "Durwin White Lightning 
account." If you make a donation, or need more 
information, please contact us and let us know. 

'Durwin was very supportive of Earth First! and 
Earth Firstiers, dedicating a lot of prayers and 
ceremonies to the forest and the people putting 
their lives on the line for it The reality of the 
risks being taken was not wasted on Durwin, 
he realized how much was being sacrificed to 
save the ancient ones, and did all he could to 
help, in his own good way. 


m 

-181 -3 

Durwin on a walk in 2002 


"It's a time for us to fill 
our channupas and pray 
for the family and each 
others health, happi- 
ness and help to deal 
with these trying times" 

Michael Two-Feathers 
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Blast from the Past: The Navajo— Hopi Relocation 



One of Peabody Coal's mines on Black Mesa 


In Navajo 
language, the 
closest word 
for relocation 
means to 
vanish altogether. 


By Eric Holle peacefully. Trading and intermarriage were on Navajo land and proposed a lease deal. 

common. Seventy-five Navajo elders unanimously re- 

in modem industrial America, the natural In 1892, the US government drew a rect- jected the deal, so the BIA created a "tribal 
world is something apart from our everyday angle on a map one degree long and one council." When three men were persuaded to 
existence, an isolated pocket, museum-like, degree wide, and called it the Hopi reser- sign a lease they were made the tribal council, 
that one visits all too rarely. Returning home vation. The reservation boundaries did not The tribal councils of the Navajo and 
after the annual ten-day "wilderness experi- consider traditional land use or topography, Hopi have continued to this day as puppet 
ence," many of us no doubt wish we could and excluded the original Hopi homeland organizations maintained and funded by 
live in a way that would integrate our daily and the farming villages of Moencopi. Evi- the BIA for the principal purpose of signing 
lives more into the natural world. We live, dence exists that the Hopi reservation was mineral leases with energy companies. The 
essentially, apart from the Earth. created in part to allow legal action against councils do not have the support of the ma- 

Most of the indigenous peoples of the white people who were helping the Hopi jority of the people, but the US government 
world, before their cultures were so heavily resisting kidnapping of their children by has shown no interest in listening to tradi- 
impacted by contact with European "civiliza- Mormons and the US government for tional leaders. 

tion," lived in tune with Earth. The concepts "Americanization" at boarding schools. In The reservation system imposed on the 
of parks or wilderness areas were foreign and any case, the reservation was clearly estab- Navajo and Hopi people included a large 
unnecessary because they lived in harmony lished to give the US legal power over the shared section of land known as the Joint 

with their environment, and wild nature Hopi and their land. Use Area QUA). It was in the JUA, on Black 

was a part of their daily existence. Native As federal troops arrived and traditional Mesa, in 1950 that Peabody Coal discovered 
people no more needed National Parks than leaders were arrested, a split occurred among the richest coal field in Arizona, 
eagles need air traffic control. the Hopi. A few wanted an agreement with At that time, John Boyden, former arch- 

In parts of the Navajo and Hopi reserva- the white, while most made no concessions, bishop in the Mormon church, and a lawyer 
tions in northern Arizona, native people Originally called "friendlies" and "hostiles," from the US Attorney's Office in Utah, ap- 
still live in the old ways, where rocks, trees, the two groups today are called "progres- peared on the scene. Although five of the 
springs, and animals are sacred, and the ties sives" and "traditionals." The wealthiest ten Hopi villages refused to 'hire him, the 
to the land are so strong that to leave the land and most powerful Hopi family today are BLA made him the attorney for the Hopi 

is to vanish altogether. Medicine women decedents of Emory Sekaquptewa, who was nation in 1952. Boyden worked diligently 

like 82-year-old-Irene Yazzie pray and offer kidnapped as a child and "Mormonized." for years, convincing the tribal council to 
yellow and white com pollen for all living In the 1930s, President Roosevelt's com- sign leases with energy companies. When 
_ things, including vegetation, humans, four missioner of Indian Affairs, John Collier, Peabody signed a lease with the Navajo 
leggeds (animals), birds and insects. chose Oliver La Farge to persuade the Hopi in 1964 to mine coal on Black Mesa, they 

Pressure from the US government and to adopt a constitution and establish a tribal needed a lease from the Hopi as well, and 
white society (the Mormon church, in partic- council. Although voting was alien to the - Boyden successfully railroaded one through, 
ular) has caused the loss'of much traditional Ho.pi — their Kikmongwi (spiritual leaders) While representing the Hopi tribal council, 
homeland, creating poverty, overcrowding, used a type of consensus decision making — he also did legal work for Peabody, 
overgrazing, and other hardships. But the and they showed little interest in forming a As a subsidiary of Kennecott Copper 
people remain tied to the land, still speaking council, a bogus vote was held and the con- Company, Peabody was controlled by the 
their native tongues, and refusing to yield to stitution and tribal council were established. Mormon church. Influential members of 
harassment by the US government. The tra- This imposed form of government com- the church played key roles in the leasing 
ditional Dine' (Navajo) and Hopi have never pletely ignored the role of spiritual guidance game — Stewart Udall, as Secretary of the 
signed treaties with the US and remain sov- in Hopi culture and was boycotted by more Interior, signed the Peabody leases, and 
ereign nations. Their culture could teach us than 80 percent of the people. Never recog- Morris Udall (his brother) introduced a bill 
a great deal about living lightly on Earth and nized by the traditionals, the council was to exempt Indian lands from environmental 
defending Earth against those who would largely dormant until 1948 when the Bureau protection laws. 

exploit it. of Indian Affairs (BIA) attempted to revive it Black Mesa is a sacred area to the traditional 

Public law 93-531 tells these people they to sign oil and gas leases. At that time Hopi Dine and Hopi. The Hopi use it as a burial 
have to leave. Also called the Navajo-Hopi religious leaders wrote to President Truman ground and believe that its destruction will 
Land Settlement Act, it was passed in 1974 proclaiming their sovereignty and refus- set the stage for the destruction of Earth. The 
and promoted by Arizona Senator Barry ing to lease their sacred soil. Protests have Dine' call Black Mesa the Female Mountain, 
Goldwater and Representative Morris Udall. continued until this day and are certain to a symbol of the balance of nature which it is 
On the surface, the law deals with a sup- continue in the future. their duty to protect. But Black Mesa has been 

posed "land dispute" between Navajo and In 1970, the Hopis wrote to President desecrated almost beyond belief; the juniper 
Hopi People, and pretends to form a just set- Nixon, " The white man, through his insen- and pinon covered sandstone has been drilled 
tlement. In reality, it is simply an attempt to sitivity to the way of Nature, has desecrated blasted, and bulldozed into a huge scar. Min- 
force the people to leave the land and open the face of the Mother Earth. The white ing has devoured 65,000 acres. Much of the 
it up to massive and destructive miners ex- man's advanced technological capacity has coal is sent in a slurry pipeline to the Mojave 
ploitation. It will, if carried out, be one of the occurred as a result of his lack of regard for Plant in Bullhead City, Arizona. The exten- 
. largest forced relocations in history, remov- the spiritual path and for the way of all living sive water required by the slurry pipeline (3 
ing some 13,000 people from their ancestral things. The white man's desire for material million gallons per day) has caused Hopi and 
homeland. possessions and power has blinded him to Navajo wells to go dry, and the situation is 

To begin to understand the situation, we the pain he has caused Mother Earth by his worsening as the water table drops. Use of 
must study the history of land grabbing in quest for what he calls natural resources... Black Mesa coal in Southwest power plants 
the Four Corners area, and the imposition The path of the Great Spirit has become dif- has reduced atmospheric visibility to about 
of tribal councils on the people. Political ficult to see by almost all people, even by one half of what it was 15 years ago. Three 
boundaries and private land ownership have many Indians who have chosen instead to hundred and fifty tons of sulphur compounds 
always been foreign Concepts to the Navajo follow the path of the white man." In spite and 210 tons of nitrogen compounds are re- 
and Hopi tribes. The Hopi maintained per- of such protests, the BIA reorganized the leased each day by the Four Corners Power 
manent villages on the mesas with small tribal council with pro-development "pro- Plant alone, causing a tremendous increase 
farms nearby, and the Navajo were pastoral, gressives" who signed 'mineral leases with in acid rain and acidification of ground and 
traveling with their flocks between summer Peabody Coal Company. surface water. Reclamation of such arid lands 

and winter homes. Any conflicts th^t may The history of the Navajo tribal council is is virtually impossible, leading the National 
have existed between them were settled similar. In 1921, Standard Oil discovered oil Academy of Sciences to propose declaring the 
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Joint Use Area and other Four Comers lands a 
"National Sacrifice Area." 

The wealth from mineral exploitation goes 
to people like John Boyden, who received a 
million dollars from the Hopi tribal council 
alone. The trlhes are paid only a few cents” 
per ton for their coal, and many traditional 
people living near the mines suffer the en- 
vironmental consequences but don't have 
electricity themselves. The electricity is 
consumed by the sprawling neon cities of 
southern Arizona and southern California. 

Peabody Coal was the only energy com- 
pany able to get mineral leases in the JUA. 
Neither tribal council alone was legally al- 
lowed to lease it. This created years of legal 
hassles for the BIA and energy companies. 
John Boyden began in the 1950s to find a 
way to get around this obstacle, and es- 
sentially created the Navajo-Hopi "land 
dispute." Boyden also filed a land claim, 
supposedly on behalf of the Hopi, which re- 
sulted in a loss of millions of acres for very 
little money. Both the traditionals and pro- 
gressives have, to this day, refused to touch 
this money, saying that their homeland can 
never be sold. 

In 1974, Boyden lobbied in Washington, 
DC, for a bill to divide the JUA and proceed 
with mineral leasing. At the same time, Ev- 
ans and Associates, a Salt Lake City public 
relations firm, fabricated a range war on 
the reservation and wrote speeches for hopi 
tribal councilmen about the "land dispute." 
Evans and Associates also represented WEST, 
a consortium of 23 utility companies with 
interest in Southwest power plants. All the 
sleazy activities of Boyden and his accom- 
plices paid off: Congress passed PL-93-531, 
which split the JUA in half and ordered a 
barbed wire fence constructed to separate the 
Navajo and Hopi. It also mandated a 90 per- 
cent reduction in livestock, which for many 
traditionals was their only livelihood. This 
stock reduction was supposedly to protect 
Hopi lands from overgrazing, but where else 
in the West has the US government shown 
any concern about overgrazing? 

The law also placed a freeze on construc- 
tion or building improvement on property 
within the JUA. Residents can actually 


be arrested for simply patching a hole in 
their roof. The traditional people have no 
recourse, because all lawsuits 1 have to go 
through the tribal councils. Morris Udall 
recently admitted that the stock reduction 
and construction freeze were irisfifuted to 
"persuade" the Navajos to leave their land. 

As fencing proceeded, about 100 Hopis 
and 10,000 Navajos were told (by the Re- 
location Commission established by the 
Act) they had to move. The traditional 
Navajo refused, saying that the land was 
their sacred homeland. In Navajo lan- 
guage, the closest word for relocation 
means to vanish altogether. In 1979, they 
sent a letter to the US government saying, 
"The Dine' Nation of Big Mountain wishes 
to inform the various Federal agencies that 
the sacred laws of the Dine' give no au- 
thority for the Federal Government and its 
related agencies to intrude and disrupt the 
sacred lands of Big Mountain. We demand 
that the Federal Government remove all 
Government and its related agencies to 
intrude and disrupt the sacred lands of 
Big Mountain by November 16, 1979. Any 
equipment left or that is in the Big Moun- 
tain area is subject to confiscation by the 
Independent Dine' Nation..." The Navajos 
also stated, "We further declare our right 
to live in peace and harmony with our 
Moqui (Hopi) neighbors, and cooperation 
between us will remain unchanged." 

The BIA's attempt to enforce livestock re- 
duction have met massive resistance, as have 
their attempts to complete the last five miles 
of fence. Even 80 and 90 year old women 
and men have been arrested while defending 
their homeland. The Relocation Commis- 
sion's job is to force or coerce the Dine' to 
leave their lands. The few who have done so 
have found life exceedingly difficult in racist 
border towns. Many are swindled out of the 
housing promised to them, and are prohib- 
ited from returning to their homelands. This 
results in high rates of alcoholism and sui- 
cide. The Relocation Commission is currently 
the object of Congressional investigation 
regarding their fraudulent dealings with re- 
locatees. More than one commissioner has 
resigned in disgust at the unworkability of 


the Act, and its severe impacts on the people. 

PL-93-531 requires all those who refuse to 
move to be forcibly removed by July 1986. 
This will prove to be a difficult task for the 
government. In the words of 62 year old 
RuthBenally,”"We wdn'f stdp(resistmg)rve 
lived here all my life. Big Mountain is sacred 
to us. It is where we collect our herbs and 
medicines [...] When the time comes, if we 
don't have any other choice, we are going to 
use our fists. No matter how small I am, I'll 
fight all the way to the end." Pauline Wh- 
itesinger says "I will never leave this land. If 
they come to move me, they can shoot me 
right here." 

A military solution to the government's 
problems enforcing relocation is a very real 
possibility, recalling the events at Wounded 
Knee in 1973. President Reagan's personal 
emissaries to solve the "dispute," William 
Clark (Secretary of Interior) and Richard 
Morris, have stated that those refusing to 
leave would "be declared as trespassers [...] 
the eviction could be enforced by US Mar- 
shals and the US military." 

This article originaly appeared in the EFIJ 
December 21, 1985 edition of the Earth First! 
Journal. Back issues of the journal are avalible 
for $5 each. Order our near-complete, 29-year 
set for $500. 

We won't stop (re- 
sisting). When the 
time comes, if we 
don't have any other 
choice, we are going 
to use our fists. No 
matter how small I am, 
I'll fight all the way to 
the end." 

— Ruth Bennally 



North side of Black Mesa 

cries now no one's listening 

How can you live in the shadow of these lies? 

Your life is outweighed by the greed in their eyes in their 
D-C-D#-D in fhier eyes D-C-D#-D in thier eyes D-C-D#-D in thier 


D D#-F-D D#-F 

Arm yourselves with the truth, we're marching out of 500 years of lies. 


by Blackfire 


D D#-F-D 

Burning that bridge to the ground, it's been crossed one too many times. 
D#-F(D-D#-F-F#) X2 

There's no money in our culture for your system, 
so all eyes turn to the youth. 

Their minds imprisoned, their thoughts convicted in schools 
D#-F(D-D#-F-F#) X2 
D D# F F# 

The voice of reason is sore from screaming, 

Tolerance mutes the cries now no ones listening. 

How can you live in the shadow of these lies? 

Your life is outweighed by the greed in their eyes! 

(D-D#-F) X3, D-D# 

D D#-F-D D#-F 

They fear you so they shelter you with lies, to keep you from the 
truth of liberty. * 

Kept us in the dark, now we got a light, we got a common enemy! 
The voice of reason is sore from screaming, Tolerance mutes the 


eyes... 

D C D# D D CD# D 
Its written in blood and on the walls. 

The bigger they are the harder they fall. 

What good is action when you only react. 

How can you tolerate the lies when you know the facts? 

D D* D D* 

Unify, Defy! 

D# (D-D#-F-F#)X4 

We: got a common enemy, (repeat X2) 

(verse chord) 

Why do we settle for lies? When we know the truth? 

Why do we step aside? When we witness the abuse. 

Why do we compromise? When they've taken everything. 

Unify, Defy! We got a common enemy. 

D C D# D X4 
Unify, Defy! (Repeat X4) 

d c-d# d , . : 

Unify! 

March-April 2010 Earth First! Page 21 



Wolves 6 Poodles 


The Coming Uranium Boom 


BY 'COBO 

I remember a feeling of fore- 
boding and a sense of coming 
doom as I entered the Uranium 
Expo held in Grand Junction 
Colorado almost five years ago. 
My name badge had a false 
name and said that I was an 
investor. Throughout the expo 
there were dozens of companies 
with slick booths and glossy 
literature. Many of the com- 
panies had recently formed 
and had begun buying min- 
eral rights and old uranium 
mines throughout the Ameri- 
can Southwest. The organizers 
touted the riches that were sure 
to come as uranium prices con- 
tinued to rise. 

While the uranium mining 
boom that many speculated 
would be coming hasn't quite 
manifested itself, they continue to 
push on. From 2004 until today, 
many mines have opened and 
closed as the price of uranium 
fluctuated between $43.50 to 
$140 per pound. Mines have 
traded hands. Many have been 
readied to go into production, 
but currently sit waiting for 
higher prices and, more impor- 
tantly, a mill to process the ore. 

Currently, there is only one 
uranium mill in operation in the 
entire United States. The mill 
is owned and run by Denison 
Mines and is located just outside 
of the small town of Blanding, 
Utah. The mill has been running 
at a limited capacity. Until re- 
cently, the mill mostly processed 
nuclear waste from the US and 
Canada, but at the end of De- 


cember, Denison Mines started 
pulling ore out of its Arizona 1 
mine just north of the Grand 
Canyon. This is the first ura- 
nium mining activity in Arizona 
in more than 20 years. The com- 
pany plans on reopening as many 
as five additional mines in the 
Arizona Strip geological forma- 
tion— all near the north rim of 
the Grand Canyon. The Denison 
mill currently has a monopoly 
on U.S. produced yellow-cake 
uranium ore, and is not eager to 
mill other company's ore. 

This bottleneck in the supply- 
chain has kept the full effects 
of the "Third Uranium Boom" 
to a minimal. However, if the 
mining corporations have their 
way, this bottleneck will be 
eliminated and the boom will 
be on in full-force. Opposition 
to the "Nuclear Renaissance" 
(see January-February 2010 
EF!J) needs to take place at the 
source to keep the ore in the 
ground, because every step, 
from mining to milling to refin- 
ing to reactors to storing waste, 
is toxic to all living things. 

Energy Fules Inc., a Cana- 
dian company, is leading the 
charge with their proposed 
Pinon Ridge Mill in a little- 
known but amazingly beautiful 
Paradox Valley, Colorado. The 
mill is well on its way to being 
permitted to break ground. If 
this happens, inactive uranium 
mines in Colorado, Utah, Ari- 
zona, and New Mexico will start 
pulling the toxic ore out oh the 
ground in earnest for the first 
time in decades. "If the pro- 
posed mill in Paradox Valley is 
approved and constructed, the 


Division anticipates a surge of 
mine permitting and exploration 
activities," states a Colorado Di- 
vision of Reclamation, Mining, 
and Safety report on uranium 
mining. 

Energy Fules owns at least 40 
uranium mines that would jump 
into production. The proposed 
mill is claiming that new tech- 
nological advancements would 
make this mill environmentally 
sound, but every other ura- 
nium mill that has ever gone 
into production has ended up 
as an Environmental Protection 
Agency Superfund site. To make 
things worse, the mill is to be 
situated on top of not one, 
but two active faults that have 
had more then 4,000 recorded 
seismic events since 1991, ac- 
cording to documents filed by 
Energy Fules with the state. 

Five years ago, when I in- 
filtrated the Uranium Expo, 
the biggest player in uranium 
in the southwest was Cotter 
Corporation, a subsidiary of 
General Atomic. At that time, 
Cotter had four mines in opera- 
tion in Western Colorado and 
a mill in Canon City Colorado. 
Due to fluctuations in the price 
of uranium and pressure in the 
form of lawsuits from environ- 
mental groups, the mill ceased 
operations in 2006. Between 
the years of 1999-2006, Cotter 
was found guilty of 90 different 
environmental and toxic waste 
violations, and the mill has 
been listed as a Superfund site 
for over 22 years with little to 
no clean-up taking place. Cot- 
ter announced last year plans 
for a $200 million dollar refur- 



bishment and plans to begin 
milling again by 2014. Cotter 
has sold most of its Colorado 
mineral holdings and is instead 
focusing on its Mt. Taylor mine 
in northern New Mexico. The 
Dine, the Acoma, Laguna and 
Zuni pueblos, and the Hopi 
peoples consider Mt. Taylor a 
sacred place, and it was listed 
on the New Mexican State 
Register of Cultural Properties 
in June of 2009. But the pro- 
tection of the mountain as a 
sacred site starts at 8000 feet in 
elevation, and Cotter's mine is 
just below that cut off. If Cotter 
is able to get their mill opera- 
tional again, the ore will come 
from this sacred mountain. 

There are two other mills 
that could potentially, reopen 
and begin processing ore again 
if the price of uranium rises: 
one in Wyoming, owned by 
Rio Tinto, and another in Utah, 
owned by Uranium One Utah, 
Inc. These two mills are not ac- 
tively trying to reopen, but the 
mining corporations are wait- 
ing like vultures for the price of 
uranium to rise to the point of 
profitability. This new uranium 
boom can be stopped if we can 
organize widespread grassroots 
resistance to the mills and keep 
this ore where it belongs: in the 
ground. 


Considering the breadth and effects of 
the Green Scare here in the states a Stir- 
prising Wolf goes to a British Court, 
which found that is was justified for six 
Greenpeace activists to deface property in 
order to prevent the much greater dam- 
age that will result from rampant carbon 
emissions and global warming. The 
activists were arrested while they 
were painting a chimney at the 
Kingsnorth coal fired power plant. 

The activists were painting a mes- 
sage to Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown to phase out the plant and 
to not replace it with a new one. 

One of the witnesses called in 
defense of the Greenpeace activ- 
ists, James Hansen is the recipient of a 
Direct Action Wolf for his vocal and 
physical support of direct action and civil 
disobedience for climate justice. Hansen, 
a NASA climate expert, openly called for 
a collapse of the negotiations in Copen- 
hagen. "This is analogous to the issue of 
slavery... on those kind of issues you can- 
not compromise. You can’t say let's reduce 
slavery, let's find a compromise and reduce 
it 50 percent or reduce it 40 percent." In an 
interview with the Guardian Hansen said 
that "the democratic process doesn't quite 
seem to be working," and that direct action 
is the only way to tackle climate change. 
Not just a talker like A1 Gore (who should 
get a poodle every issue) Hansen was ar- 
rested on June 23rd protesting Mountain 
Top Removal in West Virginia. 

A Super-Big-Gulp Wolf goes to for- 
mer Colorado Oil and Gas Association, 
PR hack Kathy Hall, who in the recent 



documentary, "Split Estate," about the 
oil and gas industry, stunned au- 
diences by stating that "I've had 
fracking fluid taken right out of a 
fracking truck. I've had it in my 
mouth. I've tasted it, and I'm just 
fine." Fracking fluid is an undis- 
closed cocktail of chemicals 
that are forced into the 
ground to break up pock- 
ets of natural gas. Hall has 
since resigned from the 
COGA and disappeared 
from public life. Rumors 
abound on the Internet 
about her failing health. Community 
organizers opposing oil and gas develop- 
ment in Western Colorado described her 
as "the perfect- shrill for the industry — she 
could be deceptive and misleading with a 
smile." We hope the oil and gas barons and 
their henchmen will follow her lead and 
down a big steaming cup of fracking fluid, 
and then disappear. 

Arizona has a long history of really dumb 
politicians, John McCain topping the list, 
but this Who's Stealing from Who 
Poodle goes to State Senator Sylvia 
Allen who is giving McCain a run for 
his money. Allen worked hard to get a 
ponderosa pine from her district cut down 
and set-up at the State Capital. Sounds in- 
nocent enough, but not considering that 
Allen has accused all of tree-kind of "steal- 
ing Arizona's water supply." 

This Lead Poodle goes to the, govern- 
ment of China which, instead of cleaning 
up ten villages in Henan province that have 
been heavily contaminated with lead from 


Yuguang Gold and Lead smelters, has de- 
cided to move the villages. Children in the 
area have lead in their blood more than 50 
times higher then what is considered safe. 
At first the Chinese government forbade 
anyone from getting blood tested, then 
they closed down a few smelters closest 
to the impacted villages, and their newest 
plan is to forcibly relocate 15,000 people at 
the cost of $150 Million, and reopen the 
closed smelters. 

"They just want to protect the plant, 
which pays a great deal of tax every year," 
explained local resident Huang Zhengmin. 

Green Washing is the new trend and new 
buzz word that has become ubiquitous in 
modern America but the Ultimate Green 
Washing Poodle goes to the website 
co2isgreen.org. 

"C02 is not a pollutant. C02 makes the 
Earth green because it supports all plant 
life. It is Earth's greatest airborne fertilizer. 
Even man-made C02 contributes to plant 
growth, that in turn sustains humanity and 
ecosystems." 

The website goes on to declare: "No one 
wants the plant and 
animal kingdoms, in- 
cluding humans, to 
be harmed if at- 
mospheric C02 is 
reduced." As you 
wise EF!f readers 
can guess the 
site is funded 
by big coal and 
and is complete 
l and utter bullshit. 
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END:CIV the Movie 

> 




BY COBO 

The Earth First! Journal was recently able 
to catch up with radical filmmaker Franklin 
Lopez about his current film project End:Civ. 
We took the opportunity to ask him a few ques- 
tions about the film, Derrick Jensen, and the 
idea ofEnd:Civ. 

Earth First! Journal: What inspired you 
to start making the movie End:Civ? 

Franklin Lopez: When I was work- 
ing for Democracy Now! I went to a 
peak oil conference in New York City 
to see if there was a story there. That's 
where I heard Derrick Jensen speak for 
the first time, and I was blown away. 

All the other speakers did presenta- 
tions about solar panels, or sustainable 
living, all things that interest me; but 
Derrick's talk was brutally honest, 
funny, heartbreaking and inspiring. 

He fleshed out things I had been feel- 
ing for some time, but could not find the 
words to say. After the talk, I made a b-line 
to the table where he was signing books; 
and told him we needed to bring his ideas 
to the screen. 

EF!J: Can you give a brief rundown of the 
film? 

FL: END:CIV is mostly based on the 
premises Derrick put forth in his Endgame 
books. In the premises, Derrick breaks down 
the major ideas of his books up front. For 
instance the first premise is, "Civilization 
is not and can never be sustainable. This is 
especially true for industrial civilization." I 
take that premise, show it to the audience 
and then let people like Derrick, Lierre Keith 
and John Zerzan explain why that is so. But 
instead of having a bunch pf talking heads 
yapping away, I layer a collage of imagery 
to make the point. I will do this with five 
or six premises of END:CIV, and also use a 
few real life examples to bring the point 
home. For instance, the tenth premise of 
Endgame is, "The culture as a whole and 
most of its members are insane. The culture 
is driven by a death urge, an urge to destroy 
life." I use the tar sands project in northern 
Alberta to hit people over the head. Yes, we 
are making mud into oil while destroying 
millions of acres of boreal forest, polluting 
pristine rivers so that we can drive to Wal- 
mart, our culture is insane. Next! 

EF!J: When did you start making this film, 
and when can we expect to see the final prod- 
uct? 

FL: I officially started making END:CIV in 
January 2009, but filming began in 2007. I 
brought Derrick to Vancouver and filmed 
him in front of a green screen so that I could 
place him in front of all types of backdrops, 
while he explained his ideas. My plan was 
to complete the film in February, but it's 
looking more like May of this year. 

EF!J: How can folks help you get this film done? 

FL: I looked for money in a few spots 
and was unsuccessful. But from the out- 
set, I knew that funders would be weary of 
financing a project that advocates the dis- 
mantling of civilization. (Heh!) So I need 
money, not a lot of it, just enough to keep 
me from doing bullshit work to pay the bills. 

Another way people can help is by volun- 
teering. Folks can email me if they want to 
screen the film when it's completed. Also, 
spreading the word when the film comes 
out would be a huge help. Transcribing it 


and translating the final product will also 
be helpful. But now, money is the biggest 
help. There's a donation button on the 
film's website www.endciv.com 

EFIJ: How are you going to distro the film? 


make political video mash-ups and a foul 
mouthed anarchist news show called "It's 
the End of the World as we Know it and I 
feel FINE". ^ 


EFIJ: What is it going to take to stop the ad- 
vance of civilization and put it into retreat? 


FL: I plan on touring heavily when 
END:CIV is completed. Hopefully, I will hit 
most of North America and maybe Europe. I 
also plan on having a streaming version on- 
line. A few distributors have shown interest in 
putting out the DVD, which is encouraging. 

EFIJ: The end of civilization scares the hell out 
of a lot of people, but others are cheering its de- 
mise. Why is the end of civilization a good thing? 

FL: Derrick Jensen wrote about a thousand 
pages to explain this away, but I'll try in a few 
sentences. We only have one plfinet. This is 
it folks, this is the only strip of dirt we get. 
Civilization is destroying our home through 
the hyper-exploitation of finite resources. If 
we want to have a place to live and have a 
home for who's coming after us, we need to 
stop this murderous machine. Time is run- 
ning out, the end is near. How's that? 

EFIJ: If civilization ended tomorrow, would 
you be ready? How can others get ready for the 
collapse? What do you think is going to collapse 
first: oil, economy, fisheries, land-base, etc? 

* 

FL: The reality is that civilization is col- 
lapsing all around us right now, but we're 
too busy working to notice. Me personally, 
I am not ready; I am too busy making a film 
to tell people about why we need to bring 
it down. The problem is that civilization is 
speeding up its exploitation of nature' as it 
runs out of resources. Here in British Colum- 
bia, the salmon fisheries are collapsing, and 
next door in Alberta, they are desperate to 
destroy an area the size of the UK to extract 
oil. My personal hope is that we bring it 
down and save what's left of nature before 
civilization sucks it all up on its way out. 
If people don't want to get their hands 
dirty by bringing civilization down, 
then they need to support those 
that do by getting ready for the 
collapse. 

EFIJ: This isn't your first film. 

What else have you done, and 
how have you grown as a film- 
maker? 

FL: I've been making films 
since I was seventeen, but 
I think I came into my own 
when I started making anar- 
chists films. I interpreted a 
couple- of Crimthinc. essays into 
film. In 2008, I co-produced a 
film with Pepperspray productions 
about the rebellions at the DNC and 
RNC called Ground Noise & Static. I also 


FL: We need to figure out what 
powers civilization, and put a stop 
to it. Many peak oilers have been V U 
saying that "without- oil, civiliza- 
tion will collapse." Well then, let's 
stop the oil from flowing. We can't 
afford to wait for the oil to run out. 

The "civilized" will try to extract oil 
from dirtier sources like shale and the 
tar sands. Also, coal seems to power 
a huge chunk of this civilization, so 
coal production needs to be stopped. 

EFIJ: What are the connections between 
anarchism and End:Civ? 

FL: Part of the problem with civilization 
is its systematic and hierarchical use of vio- 
lence to keep the powerful at the top. The 
greed of those at the top, a.k.a. the ruling 
class, is what's destroying the planet. His- 
torically, many so-called uncivilized cultures 
existed within more anarchic, non-hierarchi- 
cal frameworks, lived in harmony with the 
land (fie. they would not fish the salmon to 
extinction, for instance), and had a more 
egalitarian way of dealing with problems. 

The short answer is, the only way we are 
going to get through this ecological crisis 
without starting the cycle of patriarchal hi- 
erarchy is to build the society that comes 
during and after the collapse in an anar- 
chist framework. 

EFIJ: How was working with Derrick Jensen? LU 

FL: Derrick is an amazingly busy person ? 
who cranks out books faster than I can read CD 
them. With that said, he has always been 
-supportive of my visual treatment of his 
ideas, and has been very responsive to my 
requests. In short, it's been a pleasure work- 
ing with, him and getting to know him over 
the years. If I were a nationalist, I would 
say Derrick is a national treasure. 


EFIJ: Do you have anything else you'd like to 
say about your film? 


FL: Nope, that's it. This has been an awe- — — 
some exercise, thanks again. 


EFIJ: Thank You. 
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WHEN YOU COME TO A RIVER BRIDGE INTO THE WILD 


Stop. 

Leave your machine. 

Spend an hour in the shade 
of willows and cottonwoods, 
walking barefoot in cool mud, 
letting holly leaves stick tiny holes of pain 
in your feet, 

and loving the river — for it is so much 

older than you. ITINERANT BOTANIST 


A dragonfly keeps running its head into the glass 

instead of flying around the window 

When I try to steer it with my cane 

to the left & freedom 

it just gets more agitated 

But when I hold the cane still 

it lands on the tip for a rest 

& gets a short ride out the entrance 

Once the dragonfly senses it's outside 

it instantly departs into the wild 


But if you cannot stop, 
then do this: 

Take your foot off the gas 

put it in neutral 

let it coast 

turn off the radio 

take off your glasses 

take off your hat 

put your head out the window 

breathe river air 

and know eternity. 


Turn over a new leaf — 

Extend your circle of .concern 
To the plant world. 

Ah, if I were a man 
I know who I'd be: 

The itinerant botanist 
Hopping freights 
And studying plant geography 
What a story, what a trail 
I would see. 


Later as our path turns left along the ocean front 
we see a dog charging us 
from the picnic table area 
Only it's not barking because it's not a dog 
but a wide-eyed raccoon & it isn't charging us 
but being pursued by nine aroused & raucous crows 
The raccoon wastes no time running 
•into the brushy patch below 
the seWer treatment plant 
disappearing completely into the wild 



lid Bridges 


all rights reserved to the authors. 


But hear the river as you drive away: 

"Running, running 
Out of time. 

Eternity, 

Eternity, 

No longer runs 
With me." 

And never turn off 
the river song. 

— Richard Arnold 


MOTHER EARTH, HER WITNESS 

East of the sporting goods store: 
a once-neglected patch of shortgrass prairie. 
Powerlines crackle on humid mornings, 
people pass on the bicycle trail. 


Purple coneflower twirling her skirt 

Baptisia scooping its white cream into a waterfall 

Daylight is not long enough 
To know all the green mysteries 
That wed it. 

—Jenny McBride 


Two crows land on the very bush 

where the raccoon was last seen 

The rest settle in various trees 

Falling speechless they wait with amazing patience 

Fifteen minutes go by & then thirty 

but that cunning raccoon is not about 

to break into the open just yet 

& the crows can't wait forever 

Still in silence they fly away 

together into the wild 


— Steve Toth 


Year after year, corner of Conifer 
and Redwood, the prairie dogs 
have raised their pups in the neighborhood 

They take walks and squeak and bark, 
groom each other, stretch and graze, 
keep watch for hawks and foxes. 

Tunnel their underground homes, 
pile up the dirt, run across the street. 

A busy life. So much to do. 


Sometimes I see them standing 
upright to observe the close of day, 
the purpling of Rocky Mountains in shadow, 
the wind in the cottonwoods and grass. 

The smog, the traffic, the FOR SALE 
sign on the lot in spring — such things 
as I haven't the heart to witness 
myself — they too observe. 

Past few weeks, I've been hiking 
into town using alternate streets. 

I cannot bear to see what's happening; 
but today I — somehow — forgot. 

East, then south on Redwood, old habit. 
Realizing my error, I brace for the worst: 
mounds of fill dirt, a leveled field, alien 
trespass of gigantic white dump trucks, 
prairie dogs dead on the road. Already 


I resent the humans who will someday 
occupy the as-yet unbuilt houses, whose true 
costs they'll never know. I blame the developers, 

especially this morning: I see a prairie dog 
standing on the curb, her back to the street, 
watching the dumped dirt fall from a truck 
with a rattle and earth-shaking thump; 

braver by far than I, she faces the terror 
head on — upright and full of grace. 


GREEN POLITICS 

112 

Straight lines seem wise 
but depending on intent 
they can be bent. 

Zigzags surprise. 

— Art Goodtimes 


— Sue Ring deRosset 


Clear as cut glass 
& just as dangerous 


DANCING THE FANDANGO 

Driving through Tulsa, the sun shone through a breach 
in the clouds illuminating tract houses on a hillside 
rowed like tombstones in a graveyard empty of the living. 

Inside people are hypnotically glued to computer monitors 
to travel the information highway that leads into 
the cloud of unknowing. 

Who lives in these houses? Are they the fearful people 
we have become? People ensconced in homes with 
electronic barricades of sight and sound that keep life at bay. 

Nature clamors at the gate trying to breach our barricades. 

We respond by treating her like a hungry vagabond as we insist 
we stepped out of nature long ago and no longer need her. 

Nature is an abstract concept, more a video 
presence than a real entity, that is never 
known by touch or smell. 

A future awaits of diminished lives in a diminished world 
with diminished possibilities. We can still wear shoes with 
corporate logos as signatures of our freedom of choice. 

We dance the fandango in the twilight of freedom unaware 
that this may be our last dance. We clack the castanets 
loudest as we come 

closest to the 

end. 


to Warrior Poets Society P.O. Box 14501 Berkeley CA 94712-5501 
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^ Earth First! Seasonal Calendar^ 

Issue Explaination 

Eostar: Festival of 
Achievement 


This Eostar season, aid the powers of 
renewal and draw strength from them. 
One way to do this is to get together with 
passionate people in your community 
to celebrate the achievements 
\ that have bloomed from your 
organizingandactions. These 
\ Vji>N^ conversations can easily 
lead to brainstorming 
\ \ goals you want to set 

■v \ for the rest of the year! 

There are many 
\ -^\ \ daytime projects that 

* \ ^ % </> \ can be initiated 

\ OX to build needed 
fV \ T'’* \ connections 

% ^ \ (/) \ within your 

'i*. % \ *^\ community. 

r| v;r\ \ r^\ Gardens-be 

5 •© Li 1 they public 

» 8 < 5 | ” or guerrilla 

og I projects — can 

1 of o a- j I strengthen the 

5 5 / I solid, successful 

gf £" - / / / actions. 

£ J / During the 

/ j J coming of Spring 
' / we sometimes 

/ A/ J see "hares dash 

./ § / through the fields at 

/ / / night on mysterious 

^ / errands," as Starhawk 

^ ^ / notes. Taking inspiration 

J' from our fast-running furry 
friends, let us seize the night 
s? and take advantage of what can 
y be accomplished while others are 

sleeping. Carpe Noctem! 


Nature is catalyzing /£. 
the regeneration of its / 
seeds — all those that / 
have been dormant / 
during the cold, / / 

dark Winter. Birds / 
are migrating /J 

and preparing / 
fresh nests, this Cj / 
is the time of 
Eostar — the / 

primal force of 4 
life renewing. ***> | 

Around March, w 
those of us in G/J \ 
the northern C£2 1 1 

hemisphere \ \ 

can take time \ V - * * ' \ 

to embrace the \ T ^* 
Spring Equinox \ V*. 

(our friends in \ 

the south will be \ 
enjoying their Fall \ 
Equinox), when day \ 
and night are equal — a \ 
time to reflect on light \. 
and dark, our achievements ' 
and failures, and understand 
what can be learned from them 


rtq°PO 




Editor's Note: We originally included the Earth First! Seasonal Calendar last issue, this reprint includes a few 
corrections. Please send your words of wisdom to add to our seasonal calendar! 
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Shorts 


• U.S Fish and Wildlife has used its influence to have 
Service must revisit a Bush-era a marine scientist fired for being 
decision to strip the Sacra- an "advocate” for environmen- 
mento splittail of its endanger tal protections. 

species status, after losing a • On January 27, Howard 
lawsuit brought by the Center Zinn (anarchist, historian, 
for Biological Diversity. writer and activist), died of a 

• A NASA funded study will heart attack. He will be missed, 

be dosing 28 squirrel monkeys • Bolivia has joined the 
with massive amounts of ra- growing list of countries 
diation to see how radiation that have banned the use 
poisoning effects performance of wild - animals in circus 
of certain tasks. performances; the Bolivian 

• The National Oceanic & law went one step further 
Atmospheric Administration and banned the use of even 


domesticated animals. while tabling outside of an 

• The Denver Post reported Umpqua Bank. 

that large wind farms are • The German government 
causing the National Weather has earmarked over two mil- 
Service to receive false doppler lion Euros to fight far-left and 
radar readings of tornados. Islamic extremism; stating that 
False warnings have been issued "the level of brutality in the 
in Dodge City, KS. left-wing scene has gone up 

• The Civil Liberties De- steadily." 

fense Center has filed a * Jhe federal government has 
lawsuit against the City of proposed bringing in snipers to 
Eugene, the chief of police kill 80 percent of the estimated, 
and the officer involved in an 1023 White-Tailed deer in Val- 
incident where Josh Schloss- ley Forge National Historic 
berg was violently arrested Park, Pennsylvainia. 
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The following list is a smalt sample of the total number of political prisoners and prisoner support groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to 
prisoners Var y according to individual prisons. Before sending monetar y donations, stamps, books or packages, ask prisoners what the regulations are. 
Assume that the authorities read everything you write to a prisoner. When prisoners are awaiting trial or sentencing, it is best not to discuss their cases or 
related topics with them. Although some prisoners are listed together, they must be written to separately. Prisoners can obtain a discounted subscription 
to the EF! Journal by sending a book of 1 0 42c stamps to POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. Individuals who want to sponsor a prisoner’s suBscription 
should send $20 to the same address. ' 


Prisoner and Legal 
Updates 

•Linda Greene released on 
bail. Was being held on charges 
of stalking related to protesting. 
Trial will resume on March 3 

•Jordan Halliday, Released on 
Pre-trial Probation. Charged 
with felony contempt of court 
for refusing to testify before a 
grand jury. Jordan's trial date is 
currently set for April 8. www. 

SUPPORTJORDAN.COM 

•Carolyn Feldman, Dubuque 
County Jail, 770 Iowa St. 
Dubuque, IA 52001, USA. In 
jail for up to nine months for 
resisting grand jury investiga- 
tion. For more information, 

Visit DAVENPORTGRANDJURY.WORD- 
PRESS.COM/ • 

•Abraham Lopez Martinez 
(Jailed in Mexico). E-mail letters 
of support to cna.mex@gmail.com 
On remand accused of a series of 
ELF style activities against various 
trucks and businesses. 

•Lewis Pogson A6454AK, HMP 
Lincoln, 106 Greetwell Road, 
Lincoln, LN2 4BD, England. 
Serving 3 years for rescuing 129 
rabbits from Highgate Farm. 

•Fermin Gomez Trejo (Jailed 
in Mexico). E-mail letters of sup : 
port to cna.mex@gmail.com On 
remand accused of a series of ELF 
style activities against various 
trucks and businesses. 

•William James Viehl, In- 
mate #2009-05735, Davis 
County Jail, 800 West State St., 
Farmington, UT 84025, USA. 
Sentenced to two years, hav- 
. ing pleaded guilty to raiding a 
mink farm. 

•Kerry Whitburn TB4886, HMP 
Lowdham Grange, Lowdham, 
Nottingham, NG14 7DA, England. 
Serving 12 years for attempting to 
blackmail a farmer who supplied 
guinea pigs for vivisection. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, 
SCI Greene, 175 Progress Dr, 
Waynesburg, PA 15370, USA. 
Awaiting resentencing to either 
life in prison or death. Abu-Jamal, 
a politically active journalist, was 
framed for the murder of a cop 
in 1981. For more information, 
visit www.freemumia.org. 

•Daniele Casalini, Via Casale 
50/a, 15040 San Michele (AL), 
Italy. Awaiting trial for alleg- 
edly using explosives to damage 
power lines. Casalini is a mem- 


ber of II Silvestre, an Italian eco- 
anarchist group and frequent 
target of state repression. 

•Francesco Gioia, Via Casale 
50/a, 15040 San Michele (AL), 
Italy. Moved to the above address. 
Awaiting trial for allegedly using 
explosives to damage power lines. 
Gioia is a member of 17 Silvestre. 

•John Graham, Pennington 
County Jail, 307 St Joseph 
Street, Rapid City, SD 57701, 
USA. Awaiting trial on murder 
charges. Graham was framed 
by the FBI for the 1975 mur- 
der of fellow American In- 
dian Movement (AIM) activist 
Anna Mae Pictou-Aquash. 

•Bryan Griffiths, XW8892, 
HMP Hewell^ Hewell Lane, 
Redditch, B97 6QS, . UK. A 
hunt monitor on remand who 
is falsely accused of murdering 
a hunt supporter following a 
tragic accident. Griffiths was 
monitoring a hunt when he 
landed to refuel. A hunt sup- 
porter was hit by the helicop- 
ter and died. Despite this being 
a clear accident, Griffiths has 
been charged with murder. 

•Luke Steele, WJ4308, HMP 
Lincoln) Greetwell Rd, Lincoln, 
LN2 4BD, UK. Awaiting trial on 
three charges related to interfer- 
ing with animal research on a 
rabbit farm. 

Animal Liberation 

•Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, and 
Kerry Whitburn, TB4886, HMP 
LHMP Ranby, Retford, Notts, 
DN22 8EU, England. Serving 12 
years for conspiracy to black- 
mail a supplier of guinea pigs 
for vivisection. 

•Dan Amos, VN7818, HMP 
Guys Marsh, Shaftesbury, Dor- 
set, SP7 0AH, England. Amos is 
serving four years for conspir- 
acy to blackmail people linked 
to Huntingdon Life Science's 
(HLS). For more information, 
visit www.myspACe.com/supportdan. 

•Gregg Avery, TA7450, HMP 
Coldingley, Shaftesbury Road, 
Bisley, Woking, Surrey, GU24 
9EX, UK. Serving nine years for 
conspiracy to blackmail people 
linked to HLS. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.myspace.com/ 

SHACUKPRISONERSUPPORT. 

•Natasha Avery, NR8987, HMP 
Send, Ripley Road, Woking, Sur- 
rey, GU23 7LJ, UK. Serving nine 
years for conspiracy to blackmail 
people linked to Huntingdon 


Life Sciences. Visit www.myspace. 
com/shacukprisonersupport. 

•Mel Broughton, TN9138, HMP 
Frankland, Brasside, Durham, 
County Durham DH1 5YD, Eng- 
land. Serving 10 years for conspir- 
acy to commit arson in connection 
with the campaign against Oxford 
University's primate lab. For more 
information, visit www.myspace.com/ 

SUPPORTMEL. 

•Dean Cain WJ 4309, HMP 
Preston, 2 Ribbleton Lane, Lan- 
cashire, PR1 5AB, England. Jailed 
for breaching parole condi- 
tions whilst on parole for three 
charges related to interfering 
with animal research on a rab- 
bit farm. 

•Jacob Conroy, #93501-011, 
FCI Terminal Island, POB 3007, 
San Pedro, CA 90731, USA. 
Serving four years for conspir- 
acy charges stemming from his 
work with Stop Huntingdon 
Animal Cruelty (SHAC). For 
more information, visit www. 

SUPPORTJAKE.ORG. 

•Donald Currie, A3660AA, 
HMP Parkhurst, Clissold Rd, 
Newport, Isle of Wight, POB 30 
5NX, UK. Serving an "indefinite 
sentence" of at least six years— 
with no fixed release date or 
upper limit — for arson against 
targets linked to the vivisec- 
tion industry. 

•Lauren Gazzola, #93497-011, 
FCI Danbury, Rte 37, Danbury, 
CT 06811, USA. Serving 4.5 
years for conspiracy charges 
stemming from her work with 
SHAC. For more information, 
visit www.supportlauren.com. 

•Alex Hall, Inmate #2009- 
06304, 800 West State St.Davis 
County Jail, 800 West State St., 
Farmington, UT 84025, USA. 
Recently plead guilty to charges 
related to being accused of raiding 
a mink farm. 

•Gavin Medd-Hall, WV9475, 
HMP Coldingley, Shaftesbury 
Road, Bisley, Woking, Surrey, 
GU24 9EX, UK. Serving eight 
years in connection with the 
campaign against HLS. 

•Kevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, 
Unit I, FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, 
Sandstone, MN 55072, USA, 
Serving six years for conspiracy 
charges stemming from his work 
with SHAC. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.supportkevin.com. 

•PI Noordsingel, Peter Jans- 
sen 5102880, Postbus 37066, 
3005 LB Rotterdam, Accused of 


freeing mink from a fur farm. 

•Heather Nicholson, VM4859, 
HMP Foston Hall , . Foston, 
Derby, Derbyshire DE65 5DN, 
UK. Serving 11 years for con- 
spiracy to blackmail people 
linked to HLS. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.myspace.com/ 

SHACUKPRISONERSUPPORT. 

•Kevin Olliff, #1300931, TTCF 
161 D-Pod, 450 Bauchet St., Los 
Angeles, CA 90012, USA. Being 
held on chareges related to stalk- 
ing and vivisection. 

•John Smith, TB4887, HMP 
Lindholme, Bawtry Road, Hat- 
field Woodhouse, Doncaster, 
DN7 6EE, UK. Serving 12 years 
for attempting to blackmail a 
farmer who supplied guinea 
pigs for vivisection. 

•Dan Wadham, A5705AA, 
HMP Camp Hill, Newport, Isle 
of Wight, PO30 5PB,UK. Serving 
five years in connection with the 
campaign against HLS. 

•Sarah Whitehead, VM7684, 
HMP Bronzefield, Woodthorpe 
Rd, ’'Ashford, Middlesex, TW15 
3JZ, UK- Serving 15 months for 
burglary charges after rescuing 
an abused beagle from a danger- 
ous home and nine additional 
months from a prior suspended 
sentence for rescuing more than 
100 animals from a pet breeder 
who was later prosecuted for 
animal abuse. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.myspace.com/ 

SUPP0RTSARAH. 

♦ 

Ecodefense 

•Grant Barnes, #137563, San 
Carlos Correctional Facility, POB 
3, Pueblo, CO 81002, USA. Serv- 
ing 12 years for the Earth Libera- 
tion Front (ELF) arson of SUVs. 
For more information, visit 

GRANTBARNES.WORDPRESS.COM. 

•Nathan "Exile" Block, #36359- 
086, FCI Lompoc, 3600 Guard 
Rd, Lompoc, CA 93436, USA. 
Serving nearly eight years for 
ELF arsons at an SUV dealer- 
ship and a hybrid poplar farm. 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 
3143, CH-8105 Regensdorf, Swit-” 
zerland. Serving 18 years for us- 
ing explosives to target nuclear 
facility power lines and for the 
alleged murder of a Swiss border 
guard. Camenisch reads French, 
German, Spanish and Italian flu- 
ently, as well as some English. 

•Marie Mason, #04672-061, FCI 
Waseca, Federal Correctional In- 
stitution, POB 1731, Waseca, MN 
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RIMC8 Defendant Denied Justice 

Judge Teresa Warner denied RNC8 
defendant Max Specktor's motion to 
suppress evidence that was obtained 
through an illegal search of a van. With 
guns drawn, police surrounded the van that 
Max and friends had just climbed into on 
the morning of September 1 on the grounds 
of a "probable cause pickup and hold" 
warrant. Claiming that objects potentially 
used for protesting could be seen within the 
van, police drove it to a police station and 
searched it without any outside observers. 
The motion to suppress was denied because, 
according to Judge Warner, "public safety 
concerns" — namely, the fact that the van was 
inconveniencing traffic and that bystanders 
had begun to gather around the unwelcome 
police action — "outweigh the van's occupants' 
right to be free of unreasonable searches and 
seizures." The trial date for the RNC8 has 
been set for October 25, 2010. 

Sadie's gotta new booklist 

Green scare defendant, Joyanna Zacher, 
who goes by the name Sadie, has requested 
new books, so if you can, send her Peter 
Gynt/Hedda Gabbler (Ibsen), The Cherry 
Orchard (Chekov), North and South 
(Elizabeth Gaskell), The Moonstone (Wilkie 
Collins), Ethan Frome (Edith Wharton), 
Germinal (Zola), The Romance of Tristan 
and Isolde, and Faust (Goethe) to her 
address, which is posted on the previous 
page. The books must be paperbacks and go 
through a publisher. 


Support Daniel 

Daniel McGowan, who pled guilty to ELF 
arson and is serving over seven years in 
prison, is having a really rough time. His 
mother recently passed away, and he is. in 
the middle of some really hard time. Please 
send him your condolences. 

Happy B-Day John Paul 

Green scare victim, JP is 44! Send him a 
birthday card. This is his third, and hopefully 
last, year in prison, so please write. 

Steve Murphy's Court Documents Filed 

Steve Murphy pled guilty to one count of 
conspiracy to commit arson, which along 
with the "Terrorism Enhancement" carries 
a 5 year prison sentence. Although the 
court documents mention an unindicted 
co-conspirator, there is no reason to believe 
that Steve has cooperated or is cooperating 
with the feds. He needs your support, so 
please write. 

Hugh andTiga's First Day in Court 

In a courtroom packed with supporters, 
Hugh and Tiga sat through their first 
court hearing. Confronting a totally inept 
performance by the prosecutor, who likened 
an alleged office eviction to murder, the 
defense attorneys mounted powerful 
arguments for a motion to dismiss the 
felony racketeering charges. Decrying the 
notion that exposing someone to ridicule 
and contempt qualifies as intimidation 
and therefore falls under RICO statutes 


of felonious conspiracy, Tiga's lawyer 
declared, "Jay Leno and Conan O'Brian I _ 1 
do this every night! Why aren't they being J 
charged under RICO?!" He added that 
"This isn't a Build-A-Bear Workshop! You 
can't just take a bunch of crap, throw it all 
together, and call it a felony!" 

Please Help Marie Mason Get Vegan Meals 

Since Marie was initially admitted to prison 
more than a year ago, she has been denied 
her right to proper vegan meals. Marie's 
support crew recently received a phone 
call from Marie during which she asked that 
friends and supporters write the new warden 
at Federal Correctional Institution Waseca, f 
Minnesota, and politely request she be f 
given consistent and nutritionally adequate J 
vegan meals. Hopefully, with the help of 
outside support, the new Warden will, be r A 
more understanding of her situation then V J 
his previous counterpart. For a sample letter 
you can go to either of Marie's support sites 

WWW.FREEMARIE.ORG Or WWW.SUPPORTMARIEMASON. 

org. Her birthday was also on January 26, 
and we are sure that any late cards or kind 
words would greatly be appreciated. 

Judge Rules ALF is not a Gang v 




In the stalking case against Linda Greene 
and Kevin Richard Olliff, Judge David S. 
Wesley ruled that animal liberationists 
cannot be charged as members of a gang. The 
two defendants are the first to ever be charged 
with stalking for protesting vivisectionists. 
Trial will commence on March 3. 




fohn Paul 


Daniel 
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TREESP1KER 


BY COBO 

Tree Spiker From Earth First! To Low- 
bagging: My Struggles in Radical Environ- 
mental Action, Mike Roselle, St. Martin's 
Press, 2009. 

Tree Spiker by Mike Roselle and pub- 
lished by St. Martin's Press is a fast 
paced read that goes from action to ac- 
tion along Mike Roselle's long career as 
a radical environmentalist. Tree Spiker 
is 252 pages of direct actions that both 
succeed and fail. Any direct action tacti- 
cian would find this book full of ideas 
for actions and campaigns. 

'Tree Spiker starts with Roselle's early 
days protesting the War in Vietnam as 
a high school drop-out. From the 1972 
Republican National Convention and 
Democratic National Convention to the 
Battle of Seattle this book is a living his- 
tory of resistance for the past fifty years. 

From the birth of Earth First! (EF!) to the 
Ruckus Society, Roselle was there. Much 
can be learned about our movement's 
story from Roselle's pages. While some 
issues were glossed over, namely the sex- 
ist and racist tendencies of Earth First! 's 
macho founder Dave Forman, the book 
remains an attractive read due to its in- 
sightful rendering of direct action. 

Tree Spiker takes a strange turn at the 
end of the book, where Roselle dedicates 
two chapters to criticizing anarchists, 
the Battle of Seattle, and the Earth Lib- 
eration Front. Much of the criticism reeks 
of a person set in their ways and unwilling 
to surrender their position of power to 
the non-hierarchical organizing of the 
younger movement. While much of the 
criticism is unwarranted, some of it is 
worth looking at; for example, 



"The anarchists wanted to build a 
broad-based and diverse movement, but 
there was no room for anyone who did 
not conform to their rigid set of principals 
and worldview. The food was vegan, mu- 
sic hip-hop, and clothes black. Tattoos 
and piercing were required. Nice clothes 
were deemed suspicious. It was hard to 
see how anyone could expect a broad- 
based, diverse movement to develop 
along these lines." 

While this criticism may be a bit gen- 
eral, it poses some critical topics that 
continue to define the EF! movement. In 
reading Roselle's book, older EF!ers will 
find this book a chronicle of their strug- 
gles, and the younger EFiers will be able 
to better understand our movement's his- 
tory. Love 'em or hate 'em, the 'Rednecks 
for Wilderness' are our forerunners. We 
can learn much from them. 


A 


n n o u n c e 


Updates 

US Government Admits to Illegal Killing of 
Macho B 

A new shinning development has come about in 
the already shocking case of the mistreatment of 
the jaguar. Months after the last known remaining 
jaguar in the US, Macho B, was killed by the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service — the US Department of 
the Interior issued a statement placing full blame 
on the Fish and Wildlife Service for mishandling 
the endangered species. In their report, the De- 
partment of the Interior sited the carelessness of 
the handlers up to willfully illegal actions as the 
main cause of Macho B's death. In turn, the Fish 
and Wildlife Service has decided that it will finally 
pursue a recovery plan to set aside critical habitat 
for jaguars. 

Guerilla Art and March Mark the Anniver- 
sary of Slain Activists in Russia 

Masked wheat pasters went to work under the 
cover of night on January 20, pushing up a 50 
foot-wide mural onto a wall in St. Petersburg, Rus- 
sia, to commemorate the assassination of anarchist 
journalist, Anastasia Baburova, and radical lawyer, 
Stanislav Markelov a year ago ( EFif Eostar 2009). 
Both Baburova and Markelov had been involved 
in environmentalist causes, and Markelov had 
represented defendants in the Russian equivalent 
of the Green Scare. A little over a week later, 500 
demonstrators marched through the streets of 
Moscow in honor of the slain activists. Fifty people 
were arrested. 

March Against Extension for Vermont Yankee 
Nuclear Plant 

The Vermont Yankee nuclear plant in Vernon, 
Vermont, has a history riddled with malpractice, 
from leakage of radioactive material to a cooling 
tower wall collapse to a transformer fire. Now, its 
owner, Entergy, seeks a 20 year extension on their 
worn out 40-year operating license. In early Janu- 
ary, a 126-mile walk from Brattleboror to Monte- 
plier ensued, consisting of up to 40 demonstrators 
attempting to draw attention to Vermont Yankee's ij 
disgraceful past. 

m e n t s 


Wild Roots Feral Futures 2010: Dates & 
Call for Workshops 
June 19-26 

The 2010 Wild Roots Feral Futures will take 
place for seven-days, a quarter moon cycle, 
in the foothills of the mighty and wild San 
Juan Mountains of Southwest Colorado. We 
are looking for folks of all sorts to join us 
and help facilitate workshops like: conflict 
resolution and management, direct action, 
medic trainings, end:civ, wild food walks, 
and much more! We need everyone's help 
to make this a safe, positive, and productive 
a space. 

For More Information please visit www. 

FERALFUTURES.BLOGSPOT.COM 

Bash Back! 2010 Convergence 
May 27-May 30 

This year's mask wearin', bat toting, hot ass 
queer convergence will be held in Denver. We 
want this year's convergence to be a smashing 
success, and to do it we need your help. We 
are seeking workshop proposals for this 
year's convergence. Last year's convergence 
was amazing! Thank you Chicago! We're 
hoping to create as welcoming and dynamic 
a convergence as last year. 

For more information please visit www. 
myspace.com/bashbackdenver 

Fossil Fool's Day! 

April 1, 2010 

The fossil fools ain't no joke — but that 
doesn't mean we can't fight them with one! 

Join us this Fossil Fools Day as we 
employ our senses of humor to hatch some 
harebrained schemes that will strike a blow to 
fossil foolery everywhere! 

This April, join Rising Tide North America 
as we pull some pranks that pack a punch. 
Use the simply subversive to the downright 
disruptive: office occupations, banner drops, 
road blockades, clownish parades, spoof 


product launches, sub-vertising, leaflets, 
street theater, lock-downs and laugh-ins. 
Whatever works for you and your group! 

For more information please visit www. 

FOSSILFOOLSDAYOFACTION.ORG 

Reclaim Our Rivers, Our Rights! 

March 14, 2010 

We invite you, our friends and colleagues 
around the world, to stand up and participate 
in the 13th annual International Day of 
Action Against Dams and for Rivers, Water, 
and Life. 

We urge you to join thousands of dam- 
affected people and their allies around the 
world under a unifying message of "Our 
Rivers, Our Rights!" 

For more information please visit www. 
internationalrivers.org/dayofaction 

Fur Farm Intelligence Report 

The Blueprint: Fur Farm Intelligence 
Project Report is the product of a two- 
month, 13,000-mile investigation of over 
75 percent of the fur farms in the country. 
It represents the largest collection of the fur 
industry intelligence to date. 

Included in the 62-page document: 
Massively updated state-by-state fur farm 
address list; Photos from nearly 100 mink, 
fox, and lynx farms; Anonymous reports 
and photos from clandestine visits to fur 
farms and industry research sites; Massively 
updated closed farm database; Detailed data 
and status updates on over 200 fur farms; 
Dozens of newly discovered, unpublished 
fur farm addresses. 

More then 20 years of collected fur farm 
data has culminated in this document. 
The Blueprint can be downloaded at: www. 

VdlCEOFTHEVOICELESS.ORG 

To Those Who Love Animals 

In approximately three months, Anthony 


Marr, of Heal Our Planet Earth, will 
embark upon his 36-states-in-6-months 
Compassion for Animal Road Expedition #7 
(CARE- 7). We are asking for support in the 
form of ideas for protests, rallies, speaking 
engagements, and lodging for Anthony 
along his route. 

With your support, we can accomplish 
great things in the defense of wildlife around 
the world, and where you live. 

Please emaH Anthony Marr: Anthony- 
Marr@HOPE-CARE.org 

NC Rising: A Conference on Self- 
Determination, Mutual Aid, and 
Resistance March 26-28 

Calling all anarchists, anti-authoritarians, 
autonomists, and everyone else interested 
in taking direct action to create a radically 
different world! The last weekend of 
March, people from across North Carolina 
and beyond will converge in Chapel Hill 
for a conference exploring organizing and 
resistance in our communities and our 
lives. Join us for a weekend of workshops, 
networking, fine dining, entertainment 
and more as we learn, debate, celebrate 
and strategize together. 

. If you're new to radical politics, you can 
meet other like-minded people, learn about 
anti-authoritarian approaches to social 
change, and find out how to participate in 
existing projects. If you've been involved 
in communities of resistance for a long 
time, this will be an opportunity to discuss 
issues across our struggles, build deeper 
connections, and revitalize activity across 
the state and region. Panel discussions will 
cover everything from eco-defense and 
prison abolition to autonomous community 
spaces. In an era of economic and ecological 
crisis, North Carolina is rising.. Join us! 

To learn more or get involved, email 

AUTONOMYWORKS @ GMAIL.COM 
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We Couldn’t Agree More! 


While we are renowned in the marketplace 
for our sincere passion in advancing organic 
agriculture and pesticide -free foods, this only 
represents the first step towards chemical 
free living and a world without pesticides. 
For our food, our families, and our future, 
we encourage you in joining Mountain Rose 
Herbs in our struggle to abandon the use 
of chemicals and pesticides within 
our homes and gardens. 


For the very best in organic herbal 
roducts you can find all you need at 
www. mountainroseherbs.com. 


mountain rose herbs® 

.com 

PO BOX 50220 • EUGENE. OR 97405 • (800) 879-3337 


Pictured here are the children of 
Mountain Rose Herbs’ employee, Felicia Golden 
(from- left to right: Ariel. Talia, and Ayian'na) 
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^ Roger Peet, We Need Predators. 

1 l# 4-color silkscreen print. $16 

V/z, . 

\ 

Over 200 political prints, posters, 
books, & zines, as well as a 
destination to find out about 
radical art and culture. 

We believe in the power of 
personal expression in concert 
with collective action to 
transform society. 

www.justseeds.org 


civfL l!b 

www.cldc.org 

Defending and upholding civil 
liberties through education, 
outreach, litigation and legal 
support and assistance since 
2003. 

- Fighting the Green Scare— 
every day, in the courts, press 
and on the streets. 

- Challenging repressive laws 
like the Animal Enterprise Ter- 
rorism Act (www.abolishthe- 
aeta.org). 

-Over 170 peace, environ- 
mental, human and animal 
rights activists represented for 
free or very low-cost. 

-Know Your Rights work- 
shops in English, Spanish and 
a youth version. 

-Legal Observer trainings and 
coordination for rallies, pro- 
tests and civil disobedience. 

We defend your rights to take . 
a stand! Help your fellow ac- 
tivists continue their work by 
supporting the Civil Liberties 
Defense Center! Donations and 
monthly donor information 
available online or at 

541 - 687-9180 


YOU can help us raise the funds and support we need to print thousands of copies of 
this graphic and accompanying educational materials! 

BOOR US AT YOUR SCHOOL: 0» tour with giant portable murals, the Bees use 

art as a tool for popular analysis, education and organizing, We offer high energy, 
interactive, graphic-based picture-lectures that speak to the complex struggles around 
energy and resource extraction, as well as the small-scale actions we can take to 
build another world. 

COLLABORATE WITH US ON OUR PRINT RUN: order bulk posters at just above cost 
for your organization or school, or prep£|y for your own copy hot off the press! 

MORE INFO at: beehivecollective.blogspot.cora 
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"I spent a year in the Northwoods of Wisconsin at an 
outdoor school. It was not a survival school, because I 
died. I died to my old way of thinking. I died to being 
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-’j&flj alive t0 connectedness of all things. I became alive 
a|S V* to trusting, being and the now. My heart is full. I have 

> much to share, more than words can say." 

— Coyote Three Feathers aka John Herron 
(Wilderness Guide Program 2004-2005) 
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Find the EF! group nearest you. If you don’t see one, start one 


Central Florida EF! 
centialfloiidaearthfiist@gmail.com 
Everglades EF! 

1307 Central Terrace Lake Worth, FL 33460 
(561) 249-2071; evergladesearthfirst@gmail.com 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! 

(773) 465-7774 

INDIANA 

Roadblock EF! 

roadblockef@yahoo.com 

stopI69.wordpress.com 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

POB 1072, Belfast, ME 04915 

maineef@yahoo.com 

Native Forest Network 

nfnmaine@gmail.com 

Penobscot Bay Watch-Gulf of Maine 

POB 1871, Rockland, ME 04841 

penbay@justice.com 

People's Free Space 

POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 

info@peoplesfreespace.org 

MARYLAND 

Potomac EF! 

c/o Peace Resource Center, 

4 E Church St, Frederick, MD 21701 
potomacearthfirst@gmail.com 

MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 

MISSOURI 

Confluence/Community Arts & Media Project 
POB 63232, Saint Louis, MO 63163 
confluence@lists.indymedia.org 

MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 

(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 

Wild Rockies EF! 

odinswyrd@yahoo.com 


ARIZ ONA 

Anti-Lab Peace Squad 

c/o Branscam and Trish Scam 

PO BOX 343; Cameron, AZ 86020 

Black Mesa Indigenous Support 

BLACKMESAIS.ORG 

Catalyst infoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 
Chuk'shon EF! 
chukshonef@riseup.net 

WWW.CHUKSHONEF.WORDPRESS.COM 

Root Force 

POB 1302, Tucson, AZ 85702 
info@rootforce.org 
Taala Hooghan 

1926 N. 4th St. #7B, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 
mfofosho@gmail.com 
ARKANSAS 
Arkansas EF! 

arkansasearthfirst@gmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 
•NEW CONTACT 
Diablo Earth First! 

San Francisco Bay Area 
diabloearthfirst@gmail .com 
Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 

info@freemindmedia.org 

Healeth EF! 

POB 720327, Redding, CA 96099 
(530) 241-1007 

Humboldt EF! 

(707) 834-5170; contactefhum@gmail.com 

WWW.EFHUMBOLDT.ORG 

Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 
North Coast EF! 

POB 4646, Areata, CA 95518; (707) 822-1513 
northcoastearthfirst l@yahoo.com 
NORTHCOASTEARTHFIRST.ORG 

Santa Cruz EF! 
cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 * 

sierranevadaearthfirst@gmail.com 
smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 
2940 16th St #201, San Francisco, CA 94103 
mfo@smartmeme.org 


HokHokken EF! 

-current contact info needed 
•NEW CONTACT 
Oberiin EF! 

oberlmearthfirst@gmail.com 

OREGON 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 

Cascadia EF!-Eugene 

POB 96, Eugene, OR 97440 

cascadiaef@gmail.com 

Cascadia EF!-Portland 

POB 11662, Portland, OR 97217 

cascadia_ef@riseup.net 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

Rising Tide North America 

POB 11664, Portland, OR 97211 

(202) 657-6772; 

WWW.RISINGTIDENORTHAMERICA.ORG 

collective@greenanarchy.org 

TENNESSEE 

Three Rivers EF! 

POB 20363, Knoxville, TN 37920 
annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

TEXAS 

Rice, Beans & Revolution 

402 N. Main, McAllen, TX 78501 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 

(435)866-2137 

VERMONT 

Green Mountain EF! 

greenmtearthfirst@yahoo.com 

Save the Corporations From Themselves 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; corpsave@sover.net 

VIRGINIA 

Blue Ridge EF! 

blueridgeef@yahoo.com 

WASHINGTON 

Evergreen State College- 

Environmental Resource Center 

2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 

Olympia, WA 98505 

(360) 867-6784 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF! Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

(608) 262-9036 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 


EF! Nebraska 

205 N Meats St, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458; buffalobrucel@gmail.com 


Breakdown Records 
Ithica, NY 
emag@graffiti.net 
Wetlands Activism Collective 
POB 344, New York, NY 10108 
activism@wetlands-preserve.org 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Croatan EF! 

2419 Mayview St, Raleigh, NC 27607 
croatanearthfirst@gmail.com 
Katuah EF! 

POB 9343, Asheville, NC 28802 
Rising Tide Asheville 
ashevillerismgtide@gmail.com 


Confluence Media Collective 
Grand Junction, gjredpUl@hotmaU.com 
Durango EF! 

earthfirst4comers@riseup.net 
High Country EF! 
highcountryearthfirst@riseup.net 
CONNECTICUT 
Environmental Library Fund 
25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 
(203)227-2065; remyc @prOdigy. net— 
FLORIDA 


PLEASE SEND DIRECTORY 


UPDATES TO 

COLLECnVE@EARTHFlRSTJOURNAL.ORG 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


GroenFront! Netherlands 

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 

2007@groenfront.nl; www.groenfront.nl 

NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International 
20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 

Benin City, Nigeria 
environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

POLAND 
•NEW CONTACT 
Refuse Records 
PO Box 7 

02-792 Warszawa 78 
Poland 

refuserecords@gmail.com 

RU SSIA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 

0112-44-84-43 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 

136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu 

Seoul, South Korea 

82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 


AUSTRALIA 

EF! Australia 

POB 1270, Albany, WA, 6330, Australia 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
www.earthfirst.org.au 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 

BELGIUM 

EF! Belgium Support Group 
-need current info 
GroenFront! Belgium 
-need current info; 
www.groenfront.be 
CANADA 

ElahoEF! 

earth_first@resist.ca 
Ottawa EF! 

ottawaearthfirst@resist.ca 


Earth First! Action Update 
www.earthfirst.org.uk/efau 
Eco Action 

WWW.ECO-ACTION.ORG 

Leeds EF! 

leeds@earthfirst.org.uk 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London, El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; lpndon@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

manchester@earthfirstprg.uk 


EF! Germany 

-need current info 

ICELAND 

Saving Iceland 

savingiceland@riseup;net 

WWW.SAVINGICELAND.ORG 


Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 
IRELAND 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 
atgblue@yahoo.com 


ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12A, 1018 CM, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
31-20-668-2236; info@aseed.net 


Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! Directory include: exposure for local and regional 
campaigns; merchandise discounts; and bulk copies of the Journal for the price of postage. For more 


information, contact the EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; (520) 620-6900; 

collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 


March-April 2010 Earth First! Page 31 







Environment & Society Portal 


Suggested citation: Kenton, Ludwig, Nettle, and Sasha, eds., Earth First! 30, no. 4 (1 May 
2010). Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia 
Library, http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7260 


All rights reserved. The user may download, preserve and print this material only for private, 
research or nonprofit educational purposes. The user may not alter, transform, or build upon 
this material. 


The Rachel Carson Center's Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly 
accessible for purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials 
do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners. 


Special Edition 


Earth 




Beltane May-June 2010 


CROATAN TURNS UP THE HEAT 




Cruatan EFIers call out the forest service in North Carolina. 


IN GLOBE FOREST 


by Mike C. and Rowan 

The Globe Forest is situated on the steep 
slopes of the mountains of Blowing Rock, North 
Carolina, making up part of the Pisgah National 
Forest. Because of the difficult terrain, many of 
these areas were not cut by logging companies 
in the past, but now they've come in to take 
what remains with a plan to cut over 200 acres 
of mature hardwoods, including a patch of old 
growth forest. 

A decade ago, loggers clear-cut a nearby area 
called Frankum Creek and polluted the water 
so badly that it resulted in fish kills, eventually 
requiring stream rehabilitation. The Forest 
Service is assisting the timber companies and 
hunting interests by calling this a plan to 
create "early successional habitat" and "wildlife 
enhancement." The doublespeak is so amazing 
that they are even designating stands to be cut 
as "future old growth," promising that next time 
they won't cut them down. 

Despite a large opposition by the residents of 
Blowing Rock, including going through a formal 
appeals process, the Forest Service only made 
some small appeasements, changing it from a 
clear cut to a two-aged cut, and removing one 
section of old growth. 

Many of these trees are hundreds of years old, 
including one Chestnut Oak that is aged at 328 
years (seeded in the year 1682), which is older 
than many of the towns in North Carolina. 
When we think of Earth First! campaigns to save 
forests, we imagine the majestic Redwoods of 
the West Coast, but before the white man came 
here, a majority of the forests existed in the 
East. Today, of all the 200 year-old trees, only 


1.92 percent of them exist on the East Coast, 
and to make matters worse, the Forest Service 
in the Southeast is still selling our old-growth to 
timber companies. 

The mainstream environmental groups have 
exhausted most of their resources trying to 
appeal to the Forest Service in all the approved 
of channels, so Croatan Earth First! has decided 
to step up. After our first demonstration and 
a successful action camp in October, we have 
created a steady and growing presence to let 
the Forest Service know that we are serious and 
committed to stopping the logging of Globe in 
the Pisgah National Forest. 

We've put on bi-weekly demonstrations at 
their main office allowing us more visibility 
and momentum. Our first demonstration had 
about fifteen folks, two bullhorns and a bunch 
of signs reading "Not One Stick," "Forest 
Service = Timber Lackeys" and "Earth First: 
We’re Trouble." During each demonstration, EF! 
representatives held hour-long conversations 
inside with the forest supervisor, but she was 
unresponsive to our demands. Our friends 
informed her that if we couldn't work it out in 
the office we'd work it out in the woods. Our 
demands are plain and simple: a complete 
cancellation of the Globe timber sale, a re- 
evaluation of any forest plan that includes 
changing mature forests into early successional 
habitat, a No More Roads policy in North 
Carolina's National Forests, and a policy 
against cutting all old-growth forests in North 
Carolina. Our press releases and demands were 
published in Asheville's papers, The Citizen 
Times and Mountain Xpress. 

continued on page 9 
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Remembering 

JudiBar i 

20 YEARS AGO AN EXPLOSION FILLED 
THE SKY AND CHANGED EARTH FIRST! 


BY KP 

I can barely believe it was 20 years ago, because 
the events are so fresh in my mind. Of course, I've 
always said that I was about as close to the bomb 
exploding in Judi Bari's car on May 24, 1990 as I could 
have been without being in the car myself. I was 
at work in Berkeley, and got a call from Kelpie, my 
roommate and fellow activist, that something ter- 
rible had happened. Judi and Darryl Cherney had 
been taken to Highland Hospital in Oakland, Califo- 
nia badly injured by a bomb explosion. I had been at 
a Redwood Summer organizing meeting at the Seeds 
of Peace house just the night before, and Judi, Darryl 
and fellow musician George Shook were planning to 
go to Santa Cruz for a Redwood Summer roadshow 
event on the University of California Santa Cruz 
campus. A few minutes before noon, Judi made a lane 
change, triggering the motion device attached to the 
pipe bomb that had been planted unseen under her 
driver's seat. The force of the explosion drove the seat 
springs up into her body, pulverizing her pelvis and 
nearly killing her. 

When I got to the hospital — before the crowds ar- 
rived and after driving like a proverbial bat out of hell 
on city streets — I was taken downstairs by FBI agents 
and Oakland police to answer questions. Initially, 
this seemed routine. Ask questions — that's what the 
police are supposed to do after a bomb nearly kills 
someone, right? Because I figured they were Bay Area 
cops and wouldn't necessarily know what had been 
transpiring behind the Redwood Curtain, I told them 
this seemed to be the culmination of what had been 
unfolding in our lead-up to Redwood Summer. Our 
campaign, dubbed "The Timber Wars," was heating 
up and activists had been receiving increasingly fre- 
quent and virulent threats— Judi in particular. The 

continued on page 19 



Judi smiles before making a speech in 1995. 
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False solutions are lumbering to- 
ward us from above. The Obama ad- 
ministration and its industry allies 
are implementing their vision of 
environmental reform, and it stinks 
of development, infrastructure and 
resource extraction. 

The Obama age presents the lat- 
est serving of false hope and solu- 
tions. It's been a tough time for an- 
archists and radicals in the US. Our 
critiques of power and capital are 
often overshadowed by the specter 
of some new America. 

They say, "Hope!" We say, "Same 
shit, different day." 

Floating on the inflated promise 
of change and progress, a palpable 
eco-awareness has taken form in the 
public fervor surrounding climate 
change, energy and sustainability. 
People make minor lifestyle changes, 
and wait eagerly for the State to pro- 
vide a techno-panacea of develop- 
ment to somehow save the planet, 
without threatening the comfort and 
convenience of life under capitalism. 
It is in this consciousness that we 
find a new front in the battle for all 
things wild. It is here that the behe- 
moth of global capital fights to keep 
both nature and technology under 
— its doakrlt is here that we will expose 
the liar-leviathan and declare that 
Mother Earth will never be safe un- 
der global capitalism. A society based 
on the destruction of the Earth will 
never be sustainable! 


Government, industry and cor- 
porations are all piggybacking this 
"green" cultural inertia to slip their 
profit margins out of the impend- 
ing noose of carbon dioxide re- 
striction and the realities of peak 
everything. As radical environmen- 
talists, we are faced with the same 
challenge originally presented by 
the Obama campaign: debunk- 
ing false solutions that fill an eco- 
minded public full of hope. 

Why would we stop the construc- 
tion of a power plant that "seques- 
ters" carbon dioxide? Why would 
we interfere with genetically modi- 
fied trees that could trap green- 
house gases? Why are we protesting 
a dais- that could provide "clean" 
energy? Why will we- never be ap- 
peased by new reform? _ 

Our answer is simple: "Same 
bullshit, different technology." 

The blatant contrast between 
EF!ers and the average environ- 
mentalist has always been apparent 
in these questions, but the frame 
has shifted. Progress is no longer 
just an end in itself; it's now prog- 
ress that can save the world. Poli- 
cy-makers have capitalized on this 
insidious mentality to ensure fu- 
ture decades of environmental tyr- 
anny. For this, we too must make 
adjustments to our strategies, fur- 
ther diversify our tools and tactics, 
and clearly locate our movement 
on the map of resistance. We can- 


not let these false solutions rob us 
of potential allies — people living in 
the communities that are trashed 
by the industries we oppose, in the 
factories of poisoned workers, in 
the law offices of paper-pushers, 
and in anyone ready to take ac- 
tion. We must meet them with an- 
swers that demand the importance 
of Deep Ecology and direct action. 

We are given here an opportuni- 
ty. False solutions give us the inroad 
to show that environmentalism is 
a struggle of the people, or rather 
that a people's struggle must be en- 
vironmentalist; the same capital- 
ist system that alienates, separates 
and exploits people also destroys 
the very land that supports our in- 
herent human and animal needs 
for food, water and freedom. Even 
"green" capitalism exists only to re- 
produce and tighten its exploitative 
stranglehold over everything, people 
and nature alike. 

Through educating ourselves and 
others, building relationships 
across all lines and borders, and 
standing in solidarity with every- 
one in the struggle against capi- 
talism and ecocide, our collec- 
tive voice will thunder through 
the eanyons and the forests, echo 
in the oceans and skies when they 
ask of our solution and we bellow, 
"No compromise! Keep it wild!" 

— Kenton & Ludwig 
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[HONOR THE COAL FIGHT WEST: 

Taking Action to Stop Montana's Otter Creek Coal Lease 



Northern Rockies Rising Tide locking arms 


by Northern Rockies Rising 
Tide 

The Otter Creek coal tracts sit 
under the pristine Otter Creek 
valley in Southeastern Montana 
in the northern portion of the 
Powder River Basin. For thirty 
years, farmers and ranchers have 
opposed developing the tracts, 
which were turned over to state 
ownership through a federal 
deal to prevent a gold mine just 
north of Yellowstone National 
Park. For the past nine months 
the fight over Otter Creek built 
a statewide front, and the issue 
came to a head on the day the 
Montana Land Board approved 
the lease. 

On that day, five activists with 
Northern Rockies Rising Tide 
(NRRT) shut down the meet- 
ing of the Montana State Land 
Board in Helena, Montana, tem- 
porarily halting the lease of 572 
million tons of state-owned coal. 
Following more than two hours 
of public comment regarding the 
leasing of Otter Creek Coal, Sec- 
retary of State Linda McCulloch 
moved to accept the bid. Activ- 
ists rushed the front of the land 
board meeting room, locked 
down to each other, chanted, 
"You're not listening! Hands off 
Otter Creek!" and refused to 
leave until the decision to accept 
the bid was tabled indefinitely. 
After halting the bidding process 
for nearly an hour, all five were 
finally arrested and taken to the 
Lewis and Clark County Jail on 
charges of disorderly conduct. 

After the sit-in was broken up 
by the police, the land board 
unfortunately proceeded to 
award the lease to mine the Ot- 
ter Creek coal tracts to Ark Land 
Company — a subsidiary of min- 
ing industry giant Arch Coal, 
Inc. — for just under $86 million, 
or 15 cents per ton of coal (that's 
drastically below the going rate 
in nearby Wyoming). 

After spending months sub- 
mitting public comments, writ- 
ing letters to the editor, testify- 
ing in front of the land board, 
and taking all possible action 
within official channels, op- 
ponents of the lease (ranchers, 
high school students, environ- 
mental justice advocates and 
other Montana citizens) real- 
ized what they had suspected 
all along: the process for leas- 
ing state lands in Montana is far 
from democratic. 

Montanans from every corner 
of the state have overwhelm- 
ingly vocalized their opposi- 
tion to the lease through public 
comments, demonstrations and 
the country's first high school 
walkout in opposition to coal, 
but three of the five members 
of the Land Board — Governor 
Schweitzer, Secretary of State 
Linda McCulloch and State Au- 
ditor Monica Lindeen — refused 
to stand up to the pressure of 
"King Coal." 

Arguments for halting the Ot- 
ter Creek coal lease ran the gam- 


ut, from students refusing to ac- 
cept funds from the sale to the 
destruction of the pristine Otter 
Creek Valley to the way of life 
for the people who live there. 
In particular, the NRRT activists 
argued that the impact burning 
Otter Creek coal would have on 
climate change was not taken 
into account. Governor Sch- 
weitzer refused to allow activ- 
ists to talk about climate change 
and claimed that the issue was 
about mining coal, not burning 
it. (Hard to see his logic there. 
What else do you do with coal?) 

The Otter Creek coal tracts are 
arranged in a "checkerboard" land 
ownership pattern, and the state 
of Montana owns half of the 
tracts while the rest are owned 
by Great Northern Properties. 
Great Northern Properties' por- 
tion of the tracts was leased to 
Arch Coal in November. Overall, 
the Otter Creek tracts contain 
about 1.3 billion tons of coal. 

Opponents also argued that 
the development of the Otter 
Creek tracts would send Mon- 
tana down a slippery slope, ulti- 
mately leading to a windfall of 
strip mining operations replete 
with the usual environmental 
and social catastrophes. Of par- 
ticular note, there is very little 
railroad infrastructure in the 
northern Powder River Basin. By 
leasing the Otter Creek tracts, 
the Montana state government 
guaranteed the construction 
of the Tongue River Railroad, 
which will open up the northern 
Powder River Basin to massive 
coal development while ruin- 
ing the way of life enjoyed by 
farmers and ranchers in the area. 
The northern Powder River Ba- 
sin alone, discluding Wyoming's 
portion of the Powder River Ba- 
sin contains approximately nine 


percent of the entire world's 
coal reserves. 

Developing mines in the Otter 
Creek valley would not only dev- 
astate the communities through 
which the Tongue River Railroad 
will pass. Most of the coal from Ot- 
ter Creek will probably be burned 
outside of the United States. Faced 
with the possibility of national 
climate legislation and carbon 
caps, Arch officials — who are 
always on the forefront of inno- 
vative corporate solutions — said 
in November that they will ship 
their coal to expanding Asian 
markets where they won't have 
to worry about such progressive 
restraints on the free market. 

When the coal is burned, it 
will release a staggering 2.6 bil- 
lion tons of carbon dioxide into 
the atmosphere. The fact that we 
must immediately stop burning 


coal and other hydrocarbons 
if we are to avert a total global 
disaster is no hearsay. "This 
is where the rubber meets the 
road" in terms of climate change, 
according to Nobel laureate and 
University of Montana professor 
Steve Running. "If we can't stop 
it here, we won't stop it at all." 

The land containing the Ot- 
ter Creek coal reserves belongs 
to the Montana State School 
Trust. The State of Montana 
owns six million acres of such 
land and leases out this land 
for various ventures such as re- 
source extraction projects, cat- 
tle grazing allotments and even 
a few wind farms. According to 
the Montana State Constitu- 
tion, 95 percent of the money 
from these leases must directly 
fund the K-12 school system 
while the five percent left over 
goes directly to the permanent 
trust. But, in a slippery slight of 
the legislative hand, money gar- 
nered from, public land leases 
rarely ever funds public schools. 
In reality, the legislature simply 


decreases the funding available 
for schools from the general 
fund by the same amount that 
goes into the school fund. 

On the same day the land 
board approved the Otter Creak 
lease, Federal District Judge Mal- 
loy ironically suspended 38,000 
acres of oil and gas leases in 
Montana on the grounds of cli- 
mate change. The ruling is the 
result of a lawsuit filed by the 
Montana Environmental Infor- 
mation Center, the Oil and Gas 
Accountability Project and Wild 
Earth Guardians. 

The fight against the Otter 
Creek mine continues. We esti- 
mate the mine will get rolling 
in five to seven years, and that 
should leave plenty of time for 
environmental assessments, 
public organizing and, of course, 
direct action. 


Otter Creek High School 
Students Walk Out 


by Students for Economic, 

Environmental 

and Social Justice 

There are many injustices in 
the world. Even with all of the 
"self-help" books and "go green" 
commercials telling us how to 
save the environment, the prob- 
lems can seem insurmountable. 
However, something must be 
done to protest the coal mine to 
be built in Eastern Montana, on 
Northern Cheyenne land, where 
for the first time ever the tribal 
government is pro-coal. The 
tribe is being promised hundreds 
of jobs to boost their economy, 
but what the mine company is 
failing to tell them is those jobs 
are only going to last as long as 
the coal, or about thirty years. 
The environmental impacts are 
devastating and will last much 
longer than the mine. 

With all of these horrible 
events happening and next to 
no one trying to stop them, 
some students at Big Sky High 
School acted. On February 9, 
about 30 students walked out of 
class 10 minutes early to protest 
and raise awareness of the heart- 
break happening in our state. 

The money from leasing the 
land is supposed to go towards 
schools, but as students, we do 
not want our books to be fund- 
ed by unjust means. We made 
wooden signs saying "We Don't 
Want your Blood Money!," and 
"Keep the Coal in the GROUND!" 
and walked down South Avenue, 
visible to every student leaving 
school, and every parent picking 
up their child. 

We felt something was much 
better than the nothing others 
were doing. We wanted to show 
that the people of Missoula, 
even the kids who have always 
been told they have no power 
in the world of "adult issues," 
can stand up for what they be- 
lieve is right; even we can make 
a noise that will hopefully be 
louder than the dynamite used 
to blow up the landscape for 
dirty power. 


'This is where the rubber meets the road, 

IF WE CANT STOP IT HERE, 

WE WONT STOP IT AT ALL.' 
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Dear Earth First! Folks, 

This is an emergency 
call. Germany lost it's 
existing EF! groups and 
is once again a white dot 
on the map of radical 
environmentalism. How 
could that happen? 

When EF! started here 
in the 90s, they got hated 
by lots of people from all 
different directions, most- 
ly because of the misan- 
thropy debate going on at 
that time (AIDS as a cure 
for nature, starving peo- 
ple in Africa etc., if you 
remember) and because 
of the strong antifacist 
left considering EF! as a 
green-facist organisation. 
After three years or so EF! 
was gone. 

Now, as time goes 
by, the movement has 
evolved and is more 
needed than ever! 

We got mainstream 
environmental groups 
in Germany fighting 
within the system, orga- 
nizing travels to nature, 
educating people about 
critical consum^jfsin. We 
got those group?, engag- 
ing in civil disobedience, 
we got Greenpeace, and 
Friends of the Eaffh. But 
I can see the gap: where 
EF! must fit in. 

No other g^oujt is so 
fond of the big picture 
like EF! No other move- 
ment is so free from hi- . 
erarchy and structure like 
EF! No other group seems 
to be m able to ask the 
appro- 1 priate ques- 
tions \ \1 that must be 
asked \ i in times like 
these. \ 1 All these 
writers ® and? think- 
ers that gave EF!'s 
current ethics, like Der- 
rick Jensen, John Zerzan 
or (enter your favourite 
author) are barely even 
published here, especially 
not in a translated form 
(don't underestimate the lan- 
guage problem). 

EF! must 
have a forum 
in Germany, 
a place where 
people can share 
ideas and inspire 
and connect with 
each other. A cul- t 
ture of resistance 
is only able to 
spread when people 
start thinking about 
the interconnected- 
ness of issues. Civi' 
lization is a threat so 
big you can hardly get 
it on the screen! For 
further contact, mail to 
efgermanycontact@ 
googlemail.com 
For the Earth, 

— Sebastian Goerig 

Dear Friends, 

As a long-term sub- 
scriber 1 appreciate the 
opinions of EF! Journal 
readers, who seem to me 
a little prejudiced like my- 
self, about any changes 
of the EF! Journal to elec- 
tronic madness. No, I 
would not download the 


EF! Journal and I'm not 
interested in subscribing 
electronically and finally 
I believe that this is all 
sick. Despite having said 
this, I do download a lot 
for free, useful things like 
Bonanza or The Avengers. 

The war in former Yu- 
goslavia has shown that 
all this is going to break 
down within a few days 
in case of a real crisis. It all 
depends on electricity. 

So keep on printing 
despite all obstacles. It is 
hard work. But at least 
you can read the printed 
EF! Journal any time you 
wish and everywhere, pass 
it on to other interested 
persons and you don't 
have to be a comput- 
er expert to leave no 
traces about your read- 
ing patterns. Printed 
literature is nowadays 
the least censored form 
of mass communication. 
Fortunately it is also legally 
well-protected compared 
to other forms of publish- 
ing because of long battles 
against censorship in the 
past. 

Yours, 

—A 

Dear Shit Fer Brains, 

A garbage company 
owned by Mayor Tom 
Henry's brother, calling 
itself "Earth First" (not 
to be confused with 
environmental advocacy 
group Earth First!) is 
proposing to start dumping 
trash in the heart of Fort 
Wayne's southside on 
Pontiac street. Opponents 
and residents have called 
the proposed dump 
"environmental racism." 
This is clearly a human 
rights abuse, and I think 
everybody in northeast 
Indiana needs to stand 
up for the residents of 
the Southside. Feel free to 
email Mayor Tom Henry at 
mayor@cityoffortwayne. 
org, or better yet give him 
a call at (260)-427-llll 
or Deputy mayor Greg 
Purcell at greg.purcell@ 
cityoffortwayne.org or 
give him a call at the 
same number. Please . 
email city council ^ 
at citycouncil@ 


tion of free thinkers and 
independently minded 
folk who live on the land, 
to some doctrinaire soft 
left BS that would seem 
perfect for high school pol- 
iticians. From the detail of 
your anti-oppressive pro- 
cess, the amount of time 
you spent trying to protect 
trees would be very small 
to the amount of time you 
engage in intense counsel- 



ling and attacking white 
men (like Edward Abbey 
for instance). Maybe you 
should change your name 
to "Counselling and 
Group Think First, Trees 
2nd!" (but maybe third 
after feminism or anti- 
racism). Time to move 
on from the white men 
are evil trip (so old and so 
done to death) and real- 
ize that the biggest chop- 
pers of logs are probably 
Asians these days. Those 
original Earth First!ers 
who loved wild nature 
must be turning in their 
graves when they see 
what a tepid, neurotic 
organization Earth First! 
has become — I am sure 
there is something con- 
structive you can do for 
the forests, but please do 
not coun- 
sel or 


A - 1 
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cityoffortwayne.org. 

-Matthew Jehl 

Dear Shit Fer Brains, 

I read the work 
of the founding 
members of the 
EF! then I read the 
website of you 
guys. You really 
have moved it 
from a action 
based-organisa- 


preach 
antira- 
cism to 
them as 
they are 
probably 
already 


depressed 
enough with- 
out listening to your 
middle-class guilt. You 
should start a new or- 
ganization — you 
not representative of 
the spirit of Earth First!. 
You are representative 
of a politically correct 
tyranny that cares more 
about criticizing people 
with white skin than it 
does in protecting for- 
ests. Wake up people. 

— William Mathieson 

v 



Dear Shit Fer Brains, 

First of all I just want 
to say thanks for continu- 
ing to provide the infor- 
mation you do. The EF! 
Journal is my only source 
for the environmental 
struggle, the only other 
information I currently 
have is the lies of the gov- 
ernment. I am also writ- 
ing because I have been 
sitting in the Michigan 
Department of Correc- 
tions for the past two 
years, and have been 
seeing the damage 
of the environ- 
ment while others 
continue on with 
blinders to what's 
happening. We have 
had warmer than nor- 
mal winters and shorter 
cooler summers for this 
area. Many say, "Oh it's 
Michigan, if you don't 
like the weather wait ten 
minutes, it'll change," or, 
"It's Michigan, you can't 
predict the weather." 
These are the excuses of 
those who see whats hap- 
pening but pref^id to 
be blind. I'm sick of it. 
I love the Earth a$d feel 
at home in the middle of 
the woods. It's pr6o< that 
we need to get more peo- 
ple to realize this or our 
grandchildren op-,, even 
our children wilHJIye in 
a barely hospitable world 
or we won't survive at all 
because Mother Nature 
will take control with an- 
£ other ice age or such 
high temperatures it 
will burn. If you or 
anybody else has any- 
thing I can do to help 
please let me kriow. I 
can no longer wait and 
watch. I need to help. 
— Ryan A. Steward 
ACF 

38 Fourth St. 
Coldwater, MI 49036 

Dear Shit Fer Brains, 

I wanted to write and 
give you wonderful 
I EFlers a quick update on 
I how my trial is going 
over here in Copenha- 
gen. March 16 and 19 
: my co-defendant Tash 
and I had the first two 
| days of our trial, and 
things are going pretty 
well so far. (For those 
not in the know, we 
were both arrested dur- 
ing the COP15 in Co- 
penhagen last Septem- 
ber and imprisoned for 
25 days, after which we 
were charged with sup- 
| posedly organizing "vi- 
olent" demonstrations 
along with five other 
people who will be tried 
separately at a later date 
yet unknown.) Right off 
the bat our ninja law- 
yers got one of our se- 
rious terrorism charges 
dropped (planning to 
destroy public infra- 
structure), and got 
pjliH all charges reduced 
to "attempted." 
The prosecution is pret- 
ty inept, and admitted 
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to not knowing what we 
were allegedly planning 
because it never hap- 
pened as we were arrested 
(pre-emptive strike!), but 
they figured we were up 
to something. The rest 
of the two days was the 
prosecution questioning 
us about random pieces 
of paper in our pockets, 
and listening to tapped 
phone conversations. It's 
Eerie to hear yourself talk 
through the secret ears 
of the police. The trial 
was then adjourned un- 
til August 24th (!) when 
we will have three more 
days of trial, and will 
probably finish. While 
the five month adjourn- 
ment gives us a good 
bit of breathing room, it 
also leaves the two of us 
in a legal limbo, but at 
the least we are free and 
are trying to get back 
to our lives. Thanks so 
much for all your sup- 
port and letters while I 
was in jail, it has been 
really nice to get good 
solidarity from across 
the ocean. We wrote a 
longer letter and posted 
it on the Climate Jus- 
tice Action website so 
check it out if you want 
to know more, www. 

CLIMATE-JUSfrCE-ACnOPtdpG. 

Solidarity with ali^^i- 
cal prisoners! 

— Rockslide 
Copenhagen, Denmark 

Dear EF!J, #' 

I received your letter. I 
haven't got the EF! Journal 
yet, but I want to thank 
you for the free subscrip- 
tion. That really means a 
lot to me. To so many in 
society, those of us who 
have screwed up and end- 
ed up behind a fence are 
merely another inmate 
number, men without 
faces. Your consideration 
goes against the norm. 
Here's a couple of facts 
you may already know, 
but, if not, you may be in- 
terested in. 

One drop of mercury 
is enough to contami- 
nate 20 acres of water. 
One pound of mercury 
will contaminate 500,000 
pounds of fish. In South 
Carolina, a state where 
eating fish caught in most 
(if not all) of its waters is 
advised against, due to a 
mercury advisory, plans 
exist to build an electric 
plant called the Pee Dee 
coal-fired electric plant, 
which will emit an esti- 
mated 138 pounds of mer- 
cury annually. Brilliant! 

On the lighter side of 
things, I was reading an 
article in Revolver maga- 
zine about tattoos and 
they said Eddie Vedder 
has the Earth First! em- 
blem tattooed on him. 
Once again, thanks! 

Namaste, 

— Michael 

Thanks to prisoner Lawson Strick- 
land FOR THE BEAUTIFUL BIRD SKETCH 1 . 




At the 2009 Round River Rondy, people spoke up about situations in which they felt that offensive language was used. In a personal response, Ben Rosenfeld 
submitted "Team STUFITT" to the Earth First! Journal. The EF! Journal Collective at the time chose not to print it on the grounds that it was an insensitive 
approach to a sensitive issue. Rosenfeld responded by submitting an article on censorship, and it was also omitted from the Samhain, November-December, 2009 
edition of the EF! Journal. 

The current EF! Journal Collective deliberated at length about the benefits and pitfalls of printing these two pieces. It was not a whimsical decision, and our 
consensus was based on several factors. 

The EF! Journal is a reflection of the movement, and in the movement it's blatantly clear that there are differing opinions on standards of "political correct- 
ness." Rosenfeld's pieces exemplify a broader internal conflict that many EFlers are familiar with. We have little to gain from ignoring our conflicting values and 
everything to learn by exploring and respectfully discussing them. We feel that the EF! Journal Collective should not decide who or what is a valid part of Earth 
First!. The EF! Journal needs to be defined by Earth Firstlers, it is the voice of our movement! 

We included "Team STUFITT" to provide context. We thought it would be a disservice to the former collective to print Rosenfeld's First Amendment piece 
without the controversial satire that sparked the debate. The EF! Journal Collective is not here to tell you how to feel or assume how you might feel about anything. 
We know our readership is well capable of thinking for themselves. So now you can do so. 

By including articles that encourage dialog and debates, we hope to rebuild the integrity of the EF! Journal — a publication that has weathered controversy in 
the past, and certainly can, and will, again. Some might remember when, in 1990, serious controversy surrounding the EF! Journal Collective's refusal to print 
content written by EF! co-founder Mike Roselle lead to the resignation of a dedicated long-term staffer and a shift in the EF! Journal's overall trajectory. We're 
not printing Rosenfeld's pieces to be divisive or change the course of the EF! Journal; we're just bringing this issue to light to promote important — and hopefully 
constructive — discussion and analysis. So read on, keep writing in, and remind us that we've got Shit Fer Brains. 


First Amendment to the Re-Constitution of Earth First! 


by Ben Rosenfeld < 



In November, the then EF! 
Journal Collective declined 
to run an article I wrote 
about their censorship of an 
article I wrote about censor- 
ship (hyper word-policing 
at the 2009 RRR, and why I 
believe it is repelling long- 
time Earth First!ers and 
newcomers alike). The col- 
lective claimed that space 
was the issue, then used the space they denied me to trash me. 
The new collective has given me this chance to respond. My 
goal, as it has been all along, is not to win a grudge match, but 
to spark discussion about an important issue: the line between 
a healthy non-oppression policy, and attitudes which have 
become, dare I say it, oppressively anti-oppressive at times. 

Language is rich and complex. Its meaning often resides in 
the subtext and context, not the literal text. Even spoken, it 
is often still a draft. The First Amendment recognizes that we 
cannot cure social ills simply by scrubbing our discourse of 
offensive expressions. To do so deprives us of one another's 
ideas,, and the opportunity to reach deeper and more abid- 
ing consensus. As former Supreme Court Justice, William 
Brandeis, observed: "If there be time to expose through dis- 
cussion the falsehood and fallacies [of ideas], the remedy to 
be applied is more speech, not enforced silence." 

Censors can always enumerate "good" reasons to censor. 
Sometimes those reasons are rooted in financial or space 
constraints, or in even-handed editorial policies. In this 
case, however, the collective rejected my piece because 
it was "leading down roads we don't chose [sic] to trav- 
el down." They told me: " [I] f you want to send a more 
tasteful letter that doesn't offend, well, everyone than 
[sic] we would be glad to run it." And: "When choosing 
letters and submissions to print, we'll favor writing that 
can make a point without mocking others..." 

These rationales meet the textbook definition of cen- 
sorship — the blocking of material deemed harmful or 
offensive. Worse, they reflected only the whims of a 
sitting collective which seemed to have forgotten its 
responsibility to a wider movement. If it is now im- 
permissible to offend, "well, everyone" in the pages of 
the EF! Journal — in a section entitled "Dear Shit For 
Brains," no less — we need a seriously funny attitude 
adjustment. This movement has survived controver- 
sy not by sanitizing it from the EF! Journal, but by 
letting it range and sometimes rage. Absent the right 
to offend, we never would have worked out as deep 
an understanding of social ecology, aired important 
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grievances on both sides of the anti-whaling and na 
tive rights debate, or agreed that the movement does not con- 
done violence, among myriad other subjects. 

The most radical thing about Earth First! in my view — i.e. what radically sets it apart from other 
movements — is that it's not a society of true believers but of critical and self-critical people who 
have an analysis and a confidently open mind (for it takes confidence to remain open-minded), 
not just a buzzer to press when we don't like a word. Earth Firstiers used to sing to stem-faced 
onlookers at protests, "we have more fun than you do." In November, the answer back from a 
journalista was: "I persynally will not be part of a collective that tries to pull humor from sensitive 
issues." Well, humor is a lubricant which works especially well on "sensitive issues." 

I believe that the new earnesty gripping Earth First! leads to stagnation in the form of cramped 
discourse, cramped thinking, an excess of identity politics over deep ecology and the loss of 
skills shared with the alienated old guard. We can be both sensitive and more resilient — the bet- 
ter to keep evolving and avoid leaving movement parody entirely up to South Park, provocative 
as "Whale Whores" was. (Lampooning Paul Watson used to be the EF! equivalent of repeatedly 
killing Kenny on South Park; the good Captain, for his part, always fought back admirably. 
There is still a poster at the old EF! Journal house in Eugene with cutouts of Paul Watson's face 
superimposed over various pinnipeds.) 

I don't presume to have the monopoly of ideas on this subject. But the discussion begins with 
re-establishing the forum, which I thank the current collective for doing. 




He was 
'sawing JudiBani 
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F RONTLINES 


Newcastle Harbor Coal Blockade 

Land-lubbers, kayaks and DIY ships alike 
blocked coal shipments in and out of the 
Newcastle, Australia port for a day in re- 
sponse to the growing coal industry in the 
country. Already the world's biggest coal 
port, Newcastle is opening a major new 
coal export terminal over the course of this 
year, bringing the export capacity of the 
Hunter Valley coal chain to an incredible 
178 million tons of coal per year. That's the 
climate change equivalent to 30 of Austra- 
lia's largest power plants. Within ten years, 
the coal corporations plan on tripling the 
amount of coal exports. 

Halalt Nation Blockade for Water Rights 

In defense of the Chemainus River, the 
Halalt First Nation held a two week "protec- 
tive blockade" near the southeastern coast 
of Vancouver Island in British Columbia. 
In 2009 the Halalt began seeking a judi- 
cial review concerning a water project for 
the town of Chemainus. The project aims 
to tap into the Chemainus River Aquifer, 
on which the Halalt and others depend. 
"Water is the issue," comments Okanagan 
Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, President of the 
Union of British Columbia Indian Chiefs. 
"Across this province, we are seeing Indig- 
enous Peoples defending their territory and 
the health of their communities.” In early 
March the Halalt lowered the blockade, ac- 
cepting entry into negotiations with local 
Cowichan politicians. 

ALF Liberates 4,000 Mink 

In the early hours of March 14, as many 
as 4,000 mink were released from cages at 
a fur farm in Frankenforde (Brandenburg), 
Germany. In addition, dozens of cages were 
destroyed, the farm's water supply was dam- 
aged, and a lawn mower and other special- 
ized machines were destroyed. Farm owner 
Alfons Grosser reported damages of about 
$27,000. In additionally good news for the 
mink, a 2009 study done in partnership with 
Oxford University, tracked the survival of re- 
leased mink over eight years, finding that 
none of the released mink died directly due 
to lack of survival skills. 


indigenous families, demanding an end to 
military and paramilitary harassment, ne- 
gotiations with the government over coca 
eradication efforts and a commitment to 
social development. In many areas, the two 
pronged attack of eradication and military/ 
paramilitary threats has resulted in the 
forced removal of inhabitants and defores- 
tation. The government eventually signed a 
45-point accord promising more social in- 
vestment and a gradual and voluntary crop 
substitution program. 

Activists Erect Tripods at EPA HQ 

On March 18, activists attempting to fur- 
ther pressure EPA Administrator Lisa Jack- 
son to enforce the Clean Water Act and halt 
mountaintop removal coal mining erected 
two 20-foot-tall, purple tripod structures in 
front of the agency's headquarters. A pair of 
activists perched atop the tripods and strung 
a 25-foot sign in front of the EPA's door that 
read "EPA: pledge to end mountaintop re- 
moval in 2010." Six people locked to the tri- 
pods and all activists remained for two days. 

Victory inTitnore Woods! 

After UK activists' fought against a 1200- 
home development and road, which threat- 
ened the ancient oaks, ashes, birch and wil- 
lows of Titnore Woods, Worthing borough 
councilors unanimously rejected the pro- 
posal to develop. The campaign had lasted 
for years. Letters were written, protest camps 
sustained, disruptions, tunnels, graffiti, and 
civil disobedience were all used, exemplify- 
ing a great diversity of tactics. "It's been a 
long fight,” said one protester, "but it just 
shows you it's always worth taking the bas- 
tards on." The protest camp will remain, de- 
spite the temporary win, because developers 
can still appeal the decision. 

Agenda 21 Strikes in Norway 

Agenda 21, a Sea Shepherd spin-off, mon- 
keywrenched another Norwegian whaling 
ship on April 2. "Two sea valves were opened, 
fully submerging the engine and electrical 
systems," the group wrote online. "Norway 
announced an increased quota of minke 
whales, so we decided to increase our quota 
of sunken whalers." 

Yes Men Come Out of Their Shell 

Prolific pranksters, the Yes Men, publi- 
cized a faux-press conference in late March, 
in which an activist impersonated a Shell 


spokesman, and apologized profusely for 
human and environmental rights violations 
in the Niger Delta. Shell "officially" commit- 
ted to rectifying the irresponsible practices. 
This story first came through the EF! Jour- 
nal's news room in the form of a fake press 
release, and it had us fooled until one in- 
trepid Journalista reminded us that corpo- 
rate scum never apologize. 

ALF Busy In Utah 

In a communique, the ALF claims to have 
placed an incendiary devices at the homes of 
four University of Utah vivisectors, as well as 
vandalizing their homes and nearby vehicles. 
These animal-abusing scientists are known to 
utilize animals from local shelters and non- 
human primates in their experiments. In ad- 
dition, in the late hours of April 1 and the 
early morning of April 2, 72 hens were freed 
from Shepherds Egg Farm near Spanish Fork, 
Utah. These actions come less than a month 
after an FBI raid on a Salt Lake City home of 
animal liberation activists, including the pro- 
lific libeiationist Peter Young. 

Fossil Fools Day Pranks Polluters 

On April 1, climate activist* from across 
the world pranked, tricked and protested 
corporations and institutions responsible 
for climate change. Using disruptions, leaf- 
leting, banner drops, newspaper wraps, bike 
blocs, fake websites and more, dozens of local 
groups pranked giants like Alberta Tar sands 
funder Royal Bank of Canada and mountain- 
top removal bank rollers Xcell Energy, Bank 
of America, OMFinancial, JP Morgan and 
Chevron. To see detailed reports visit WWW. 
FOSSILFOOLSDAYOFACTION.ORG. 

Dakota's Fight Fort Snelling Funding 

About 20 Dakota activists and support- 
ers interrupted the Minnesota Historical 
Society's "Rally for History" to challenge 
proposed funding for the renovation of His- 
toric Fort Snelling, the site of a 19th century 
concentration camp where hundreds of im- 
prisoned Dakota died of starvation and dis- 
ease. Moments before the protest, Governor 
Pawlenty a supplemental budget that would 
cut $600 million from social programs and 
welfare. Protestors said that, by choosing to 
preserve the fort, Minnesotans are choosing 
to celebrate a symbol of violence against 
native people. 


63-Day Occupation Leads to Accord 

In the municipality of Puerto Legufzamo, 
Columbia, the Puerto Pinuna Police Station, 
as well as four other police stations were oc- 
cupied for 63 days by over 6,000 rural and 


Movement For The Emancipation op the Niger Delta (MEND) 


MEND is a decentralized and loose coali- 
tion of militants who are resisting the bla- 
tant environmental and social exploitation 
of the oil-rich Niger Delta by international 
oil companies and corrupt national lead- 
ers. MEND spokesmen have taken credit 
for kidnappings of expatriate oil workers, 
oil line sabotage and bombings carried out 
by armed gangs of young guerillas from 
various communities across the southern 
Nigerian region. Their efforts have cost oil 
companies billions and disrupted an in- 
dustry that had been the third-largest oil 
exporter to the US. 

Last year MEND announced a truce as 
the Nigerian government agreed to discuss 
unilateral concessions and "reintegration," 
but the sluggish facade of reform prompt- 
ed MEND spokespeople to end the truce in 
January 2010 and threaten an "all-out on- 
slaught." Here's arundown. 


March 15: MEND operatives plant two 
bombs at an amnesty conference spon- 
sored by Vanguard Newspapers. MEND 
sent out a public statement warning the re- 
gional governors and politicians attending 
the event that they should evacuate, but 
the warning was ignored and two people 
were injured by the blasts. "The deceit of 
endless dialogue and conferences will no 
longer be tolerated," MEND spokesman 
Jomo Gbomo said in a release. "The lands 
of the people of the Niger Delta was stolen 
by the oil companies and Northern Nigeria 
with the stroke of a pen." 

March 31: Militants kidnap an employee 
of the French oil group Total. Kidnappings 
orchestrated by armed gangs and MEND 
groups are common in the region, where 
widespread poverty exists alongside vast oil 
fields that benefit only corrupt politicians 


and multi-national corporations. Most 
captives are usually released unharmed 
after political concessions or ransom pay- 
ments are achieved. 

March 31: MEND releases statement 
threatening to renew attacks on oil infra- 
structure if the government fails to imple- 
ment the second phase of a stalled amnes- 
ty program for militants initiated last year. 

April 14: Shell oil shuts down an oil field 
in the Niger Delta for repair just eight 
months after the field was re-opened. The 
field was shut down for three years due to 
previous MEND attacks. 

, 

April 18: Anonymous gunmen abduct 
two German oil workers. The kidnapping 
is the second abduction of foreign oil 
workers in 10 days. . 
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Stop A Highway Project Through the Redwood Curtain 


by Jeffrey "Muskrat" Musgrave 

Traveling north on Highway 101 from San 
Francisco, you come to a rare and extraor- 
dinary place. The Redwood Curtain is locat- 
ed just north of the Humboldt/Mendocino 
County line, where Redwood Highway 101 
winds through a spectacular grove of an- 
cient-coast redwoods as you pass through 
Richardson Grove State Park. This 
area is unique for many reasons, as 
the redwoods that line the highway 
form a "curtain," or natural barrier 
that creates a narrow point of ac- 
cess along the coast. 

Millennial redwoods line both 
sides of the highway as it passes 
through Richardson Grove State 
Park. Only 3 percent of our ancient 
redwood forests remain, and since 
stands of old growth are seldom 
found outside state and national 
parks, these trees have value be- 
yond description. This forest is a 
part of the rare sizable stands of 
old-growth redwoods remaining 
in the southern section of the red- 
wood coast, and is crucial habitat 
for endangered species such as the 
Marbled Murrelet and Northern 
Spotted Owl. 

The California State Highway 
Agency (CalTrans) plans to realign 
this historic section of narrow high- 
wayTo allow longer semi-trucks to 
pass through the Redwood Curtain, 
a $7 million project for a two mile 
section of scenic Redwood High- 
way 101. Opponents see the proj- 
ect as an unnecessary and costly 
plan that would damage these ir- 
replaceable ancient trees, and also 
threaten to hinder the local small 
businesses and unique community. 

The area just north of Richardson 
Grove State Park was damaged by a 
highway bypass project in the mid- 
1960s, when CalTrans (back then 
titled Department of Public Works) created 
a four-lane bypass around the scenic strip 
of old-growth coast redwoods known as the 
Avenue of the Giants. Ground water that 
fed the trees was diverted into culverts, and 
the dried out Redwood tops that Judi Bari 
dubbed the "Avenue of Spiketops" are obvi- 
ous to travelers on Highway 101. 

The Draft Environmental Impact Report 
(DEIR) for the Richardson Grove "Improve- 
ment" Project (RIP) has become a topic of 
contention within the North Coast commu- 
nity. Aside from tree removal and damage 
to old-growth roots within a State Park, Cal- 
Trans has refused to conduct federally man- 
dated preliminary wildlife surveys. To broadly 
"mitigate" a myriad of wildlife impacts, Cal- 
Trans is simply putting lids on existing trash- 
cans to discourage predator corvids. Even the 
CalTrans DEIR states that the RIP "may have 
adverse affects to this unique natural commu- 
nity." CalTrans project manager, Kim Floyd, 
recently stated on our community radio sta- 
tion that CalTrans will not cut tree roots that 
are two inches in diameter or greater, a goal 
probably impossible to achieve. 

The coalition to Save Richardson Grove 
includes the Environmental Protection In- 
formation Center (EPIC), the Center for 
Biological Diversity, Trees Foundation, The 
Intertribal Sinkyone Wilderness Council, 
Bay Area Coalition for Headwaters, Earth 
First! and the Humboldt Watershed Council. 
There's been a barrage of public comments, 
editorials and other media in support of 


the "No Build" alternative to the project, 
indicative of mass opposition within the 
community. 

Humboldt County has a rich history of 
non-violent civil disobedience and forest 
defense, including Redwood Summer, the 
Headwaters Forest campaign, and many 
other tree-sits and actions. 

What we call the Redwood Curtain is a 





The State of California plans to widen the scenic redwood highway 101. 

physical (and psychological) barrier that in the state Cyl 
helps protect our area from corporate inva- force's response 
sion. Mass development of shopping malls, fering from an 
big box stores and cookie-cutter tract homes ment, to whicl 
have not invaded as they have elsewhere in also be lawsuit 
California. There's no Wal-Marts or Lowe's, prove the projt 
Home Depots, Whole Foods or even Trader The RIP Final 
Joe's. We have a healthy presence of local, soon, after whi 
diverse and ethical businesses. a hole in the 

Humboldt County is truly a shining exam- saverichardsongf 
pie of grass-roots sustainability, as many of tion and affilia 
our products are locally produced due to our Project Desc 
location and road conditions. But the fall of ronmental Im; 
the Redwood Curtain would open our area the following 
up to a Big Box invasion, as they need the dIprojects/richaf 


bigger trucks. 

Project promoters have their selfish mo- 
tivations to RIP a hole in the curtain. Shell 
Oil wants to squeeze wind power turbines 
through the trees. Big beef interests aim to 
ship grain fed beef here from central Califor- 
nia to be "finished" on Humboldt County 
grass. A few local businesses who have grown 
too big for their britches and hearts believe in 
the "big truck hype." 

There are three main sec- 
tions of the project. The 
southernmost and middle 
sections are focused primar- 
ily on compacting, cutting, 
filing, and paving the root 
systems of the giant trees 
that CalTrans supposedly 
cannot cut. (In 2005, Cal- 
Trans felled three ancient 
coast redwoods in northern 
Humboldt County for a sim- 
f ilar realignment project.) 
The northern section of 
the RIP includes the bulk 
ri of the trees to be removed 
in a previously logged sec- 
tion. This forest is a recov- 
ering section of the State 
Park, and most trees are less 
than two feet in diameter. 
To build the 300' retain- 
ing wall, CalTrans would 
need to clear-cut the steep 
western embankment of the 
northern section. 

How do you stop a high- 
a. way project within a State 
| Park? EPIC and other 
| groups have made Rich- 
ardson Grove a focus with 
| outreach and petitions. The 
| Department of Transporta- 
@ tion (DOT) received over 
5,000 petition emails op- 
posed to the RIP through 
the Center for Biological Di- 
vood highway 101. versity's web site and called 
in the state Cyber Crime Task Force. The task 
force's response was that the DOT was "suf- 
fering from an acute case of citizen involve- 
ment, to which there is no cure." There may 
also be lawsuits against CalTrans if they ap- 
prove the project. 

The RIP Final EIR is expected to be released 
soon, after which CalTrans can begin ripping 
a hole in the soul of Humboldt.Visit www. 
saverichardsongrove.org for updates, informa- 
tion and affiliate contacts. 

Project Description and a Draft Envi- 
ronmental Impact Report are available at 
the following website, www.dot.ca.gov/dist1/ 
d1 projects/richardson grove/ . 




continued from page 1 

The latest protest was on Good Friday and did not involve polite conversation, but rather 
12 people simultaneously banging on the doors and windows to get everyone's attention. 
One of the only two Forest Service law enforcement actually had to drive into town to 
bring in squads of cop cars to maintain order. There has been a little blow-back involving 
a rural newspaper covering the resistance to this sale and suggesting the sportsmen might 
want to take matters into their own hands (or shoot EFIers, in other words). 

The local conservation groups say that timber companies across the country have their 
eyes on this sale, expecting it to set a precedent. If we allow them to cut the Globe, it 
would mean that there would be a free-for-all for remaining old growth in our southern 
national forests. If negotiations with mainstream groups fail, their next step is a lawsuit. 
The timber sale is scheduled around June, and that will serve as a marker for when we 
plan to step up our actions. This Summer we need folks who can learn to climb, live in the 
woods, or risk arrest. In the meantime we're doing our own fundraisers, climb trains, camp- 
outs in the Globe, and plan to have another action camp. Stay updated by going to our 
wordpress sites, www.savetheglose.wordpress.com and www.CROATANEARTHFiRST.woRDPRESS. 
com and consider spending your summer in the land of the pines. 
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Militant 



A self-portrait done white in jail in 1983 


by Comrade Black 

This is the second half of a two-part interview 
with Juliet Belmas, an activist with Direct Ac- 
tion and the Wimmin ’s Fire Brigade, two groups 
who used explosives or incendiary devices in the 
early 1980s to further anti-colonial, ecological 
and feminist struggles. Juliet was arrested in 
January 1983, at the age of 19, along with the 
other four members of the Vancouver 5. She 
was sentenced to 20 years in prison. Today, 
Juliet makes independent films and does work 
around issues faced by womyn in priosn. 

The first half appeared in the March-April 2010 
Earth First! Journal. To order a back issue, write 
collective@earthfirstjournal.org. You can also 
read the interview at www.earthfirstjournal.org. 

Comrade Black: How did you learn the skills 
needed, and get the gyms, TNT and so on that you 
used in these actions? 

Juliet Belmas: I registered for a Firearms Acqui- 
sition Certificate (FAC) soon after meeting Brent 
Taylor in 1981. Then, I bought and licensed two 
mini- 14 assault rifles about a year later, because 1 
wanted to learn how to shoot for self-protection. 
Gerry Flannah didn’t want his name on any lists, so 
I registered his gun for him under my FAC . . . and 
that’s how Gerry and I got our guns. The rest of the 
Direct Action (DA) arsenal was expropriated from 
gun collectors before I officially joined DA on June 
30, 1982. 

Although, I joined in order to get rid of the video 
pom shop in my suburban neighborhood, the prior- 
ity of the group at the time was the Litton action and 
the expropriation of support material to make that 
action happen, like getting our hands on two-way 
short-wave radios and dynamite. It was disappoint- 
ing for me to have to put off target practicing with 
my new mini- 14 .223 caliber Ruger until we suc- 
ceeded in finding a Department of Highways TNT 
cache full of dynamite, and then it was, “Wait until 
after Litton.” 

Anyways, we were all really tired and on our 
way home from another day of uneventful search- 
ing around for dynamite between Squamish and 
Whistler when, suddenly, I started pointing at the 
vehicle directly in front of us and laughing hysteri- 
cally. It was a Department of Highways service ve- 
hicle tagged with an explosives sign in plain view 
for us to see! Naturally, we followed it to its desti- 
nation a mile or so up the road and then followed 
it back to a highways-compound, where it parked 
overnight. Then, we returned under the cover of 
the night to steal the keys that were sitting in plain 
view on the dashboard and unlocked the gate to the 
service road, helping ourselves to more than 2,000 
pounds of dynamite. It was that simple! 

CB: One thing very unique about your group 
was that you were anarchists, not Marxists like 
most other guerrilla groups such as the Red Army 
Faction, the Front de Liberation du Quebec, the 
Irish Republican Army, the Black Liberation Army 
and the Weather Underground. How did it work to 
be an anarchist using a model generally shaped 
by Marxists? 

JB: Those rigid models caused a vanguard men- 
tality even in our group that eventually produced a 
lot of tension and ultimately divided us in the same 
way that media uses black and white (didactic) 
stories to sell newspapers and dummy everything 
down for purposes of social control. Seriously, as 


soon as the shit hit the fan when peo- 
ple were injured in the Litton bomb- 
ing, everyone became more rigid in 
the group fast! Sure, some political 
idealism is about envisioning utopia 
and how to get there, but the nuts 
and bolts behind revolutionary il- 
legal political activity is a different 
thing altogether. I have to say that 1 
was attracted to being a real life bad 
girl devoted to drugs, guns and fuck- 
ing in the streets! That’s what made 
me want to become an urban guer- 
rilla, not some rigid political ideolo- 
gy. No way! And I challenge anyone 
who tries to say otherwise, or who 
tries to say that it makes me any less 
of a revolutionary in the struggle 
for freedom. In fact, I believe I was 
ahead of my time in many ways. 

CB: So, you were only 18 years 
old when you got involved with un- 
derground radical action. How does 
someone that young get involved 
with something so radical? Was it a 
mistake to get involved at that young 
of an age? 

JB: ’K, so I’m hanging out with 
my new punk friends that I met on 
a film set that we were all extras in 
called, “All Washed Up,” a.k.a. “The 
Fabulous Stains.” I had a car and, as 
soon as I graduated from grade 12, 1 
told my parents I was going to live 
in this punk house off Commercial 
Drive. They weren’t too happy, but, 
like I said, 1 had a lot of freedom growing up. So, 
life’s one big party at the Punk Manor until one of 
the punk guys gets drunk and boots a neighbor’s 
car in. The next day was Italian Day 1980, and 
we were suddenly attacked by a group of masked- 
men wielding baseball bats. I’ll never forget the 
moment as carnival sounds from the parade from 
[Commercial] Drive meshed with windows smash- 
ing and people screaming from the violence in the 
foreground and then the desensitizing effects that 
stayed with me for years! 

Anyways, after that incident, I went back home 
and began challenging my family and friends over 
newspaper accounts of death squads operating with 
impunity throughout the third world and pointing 
out that it could happen here too. 

That’s how I became involved so young — the 
violent repression I experienced as a punk girl in 
resistance to mainstream norms was so extreme that 
it set off a compulsion for guns and militancy that 
probably attracted other militant cohorts or they at- 
tracted me. Whichever way it worked, that’s how I 
became so radical at such a young age, and was it 
a mistake? As I get older, I think not. I think it was 
all meant to be. 

CB: Did you think you would get caught? Go to 
prison? What was prison like for you? 

JB: Yes and no. It’s weird, because I was pre- 
pared to do what I had to in order to stand by my 
word and back up my friends/comrades, but there 
was no suicide pact — -while, at the same time, I am 
heard on the wiretap several times saying that I’d 
rather die than go to prison. 

CB: Did you receive a fair trial? 

JB: No! Immediately, my comrades wanted to 


censor the wiretap transcripts, and I did not see 
key pieces of evidence during my prosecution. 
Two bugs were placed in our underground house: 
one upstairs in the kitchen and one downstairs in 
Ann and Brent’s room. My comrades, including 
my boyfriend, didn’t think it was good for me to 
see the downstairs wiretap transcripts and advised 
against it. This is problematic, because I was con- 
victed of conspiracy with them, and I should have 
had access to all evidence before and during trial 
just like everybody else in this country. 

Also, when you consider that the Canadian Char- 
ter of Rights and Freedoms had only been enacted 
about 30 days before our arrest, I’m sure you can 
understand that, given the climate we were in, it’s 
unlikely I received a fair trial. 

CB: Do you have any advice for activists looking 
at a long prison term? 

JB: My advice is to focus your time on education, 
because it is the only thing that holds equal value in 
the semi-free world. Like, a lot of prison activists 
focus on work programs for prisoners, which I sup- 
pose have some merit in the sense that one earns a 
skilled trade before leaving prison, but who the hell 
is going to hire someone who got their hairdressing 
degree from Oakalla or Prison 4 Women? Really, 
it’s a sad joke when you think about it. 

It’s also important to keep notes and document 
your experiences as you’re doing your time in order 
to share your ordeal with others. After all, a unique 
set of experiences put you there. 

CB: How can we work to support anarchist and 
other revolutionary prisoners? 

JB: Sure, it helps to write letters of support and 
visit anarchist and revolutionary prisoners, but it’s 
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An “Explosive” Interview With an Urban Guerilla 


even more important to offer moral and/or financial 
support to the families, who are often left out in the 
cold wondering what the hell just happened. 

CB: What was your connection to punk, and did the 
punk scene have any affect on your political actions ? 

JB: Me? I just wanted to look cool. I wasn’t try- 
ing to do anything like revolution at first. I know 
people would like to think that I was always about 
breaking boundaries of politics and gender, but 
Gerry and I didn’t really have time for that; we were 
really too busy trying to pull enough money togeth- 
er for records, beer and the rent. But, I have to ad- 
mit that, during the early ’80s, there was way more 
social-political activity going on all around in Van- 
couver — much more than any time since, that’s for 
sure: peace marches by the thou- 
sands, lots of socialism themes in 
the various political rallies, Rock 
Against Prisons every August, 
the Trade Union movement, gen- 
eral strikes, and so on and so on. 

Amidst all of that, I identified as 
a punk, because 1 wanted a safe 
place where I could express my- 
self in less “feminine” ways than 
other girls — to be assertive, ag- 
gressive, outspoken — and reject 
that good-girl shit as soon as it 
was pushed in my face and made 
me feel uncomfortable. 

It’s important to note that its 
very common for adolescent 
males to reject mainstream norms 
and expectations by identify- 
ing with a sub-cultural identity 
of some sort, and the Vancouver 
punk rock scene was no differ- 
ent. It was accepted as a right of passage for men, 
whereas, for women, it was very different. Sure, I 
was just as disaffected and rebellious as my male 
peers in rejecting society’s norms and expectations, 
but, moreover, I was actively resisting both the con- 
structs of feminine norms as well as sexist punk 
attitudes that valorized adolescent masculinity, 
toughness, coolness, rebelliousness and even ag- 
gressive possessiveness of punk girls. Unlike punk 
guys, I was constructing my identity from two op- 
posing constructs, which does in fact hold broader 
implications for thinking about DA and violence as 
an inherently male trait. I have to think about that 
for a while. 

Anyways, looking back, I believe that when 
me and my punk 
friends, especially 
the guys, were at- 
tacked with baseball 
bats for being punks, 
it sublimely impact- 
ed how I viewed 
the playing field of 
politics as one of 
violence. 

CB: What were 
some of the biggest 
influences on you? 

JB: Violence, love, 
punk rock music, DIY 
ethics, episodic ’70s 
television ...you get 
the progression. 

CB: Ann Hansen 
put out a book en- 
tailing her version 
of your collective 

story, Direct Action, Memoirs of an Urban Guer- 
rilla What do you think of her book? 

JB: It was a shock to read how she depicted me 
as a romantic rival and both Gerry and I as stupid. 
And she doesn’t talk about her life in prison and her 
relationships with the rest of us after the trial. In 
my opinion, the emotional aspects of all of that are 
important, and that is what I feel was lacking from 
Ann’s book. 

CB: So, you grew up near Robert Pickton, right? 
And I believe you told me before that you knew 
wimmin in prison who disappeared at his hands? 
Also, do you think the allegations that the pigs were 
working with Pickton are accurate? How did this 
dumb fuck get away with raping and killing wimmin 
for so many years? 


JB: Yeah, I grew up a few blocks over. In Feb- 
ruary 2002, when he and his crew were arrested 
and their pictures splattered all over the place, I 
was like, “Hey, wait a minute. That’s the guy who 
stole my dog and harassed me back in ’97!” Yeah, I 
sensed the danger, and, luckily, I was still a fighter 
and recorded the license plate number and had the 
good sense to hold onto it. On the day, I tried report- 
ing it to the local police, who weren’t interested at 
all — they were more interested in me being on pa- 
role and not bothering people in my neighborhood! 

Sure is creepy though the way all of that DNA 
from bone fragments of missing women dated 
back to 1982, the same year I picked up the gun 
and blamed a video pom shop for bothering my 



The members of Direct Action lived and schemed in this house while they were underground. 

neighborhood. Then, after so many years and so 
many women I knew from prison disappearing 
from the Downtown Eastside and then the po- 
lice descending on the century-old farmland and 
the neighbor charged, damn! If you only knew 
of the integrity of those women ... They’d never 
turn their backs on you, no matter what! And one 
thing they all had in common was that they cared 
more about others than they cared about them- 
selves. I still have a very hard time reconciling 
what happened to those women there and don’t 
know if I ever will [get over that]. 

I would tend to agree with those allegations, 
considering how the trial played out and then 
more. How ‘bout all of those media bans? That 
was a huge indication 
to me that something 
was going on behind 
closed doors, at the 
systemic level. One 
thing people should re- 
alize is that, all of the 
time, the police and 
crown collude and omit 
things that they don’t 
want entered into evi- 
dence and made public. 

Rules of admissibility 
of evidence are what 
drive our criminal jus- 
tice system. Anyways, 

I attended a few days 
of Pickton’s pre-trial 
arguments and found 
it surprising similar to 
our trial in that it all 
came down to admis- 
sibility of evidence and trial by media. And the 
most troubling aspect of it all was knowing that, 
deep in our collective consciousness, he didn’t 
realistically act alone. We know that there’s a 
community of people also who [were so] desen- 
sitized that they don’t notice or want to notice 
body parts laying around in garbage cans, cops 
included. It’s a moral conundrum. I think he got 
away with it by passing himself off as a “hard- 
working asshole,” and cops and everybody left 
him alone. 

CB: We are gearing up here for the Olympics, 
and there is a large resistance movement against it. 

There is also heavy police repression already, with 
the pigs coming to the homes of activists in both 
Vancouver and Victoria to harass them and look for 



Our protagonist 


informants. They are also training especially for the 
Olympic security. Do you think the activists have 
a chance? What are your general opinions on the 
Olympics and anti-Olympics movement? 

JB: I think that the time is now for a conver- 
gence of activism to succeed, as odds are that the 
Olympic movement does not want images of po- 
lice brutality and repression following it wherever 
it goes (next stop, Europe), and, although the anti- 
Olympic movement is smarting from repression, 
there is a chance of changing the way people view 
colonial/capitalist spectacle, like the Olympics, 
for years to come. 

CB: What are your general impressions of the 
feminist, environmentalist and anarchist move- 
ments today? 

JB: It’s reaffirming to see the move- 
ments catalyze around protecting the 
Earth, queer rights and First Nations 
empowerment. 

CB: What do you think of the 
bombings of the ENCARTA sour-gas 
pipelines happening in northern Brit- 
ish Columbia in the last year? 

JB: I think whatever people do to 
protect their land and local health 
needs is righteous! 

CB: I have a friend in Edmonton 
who feels that, whenever someone 
claiming to be an anarchist blows shit 
up, it harms the movement. What do 
you think? 

JB: I see media buzzwords and im- 
ages used all of the time to sell sto- 
ries and hook the viewer into thinking 
they can actually make a moral judg- 
ment or an informed decision about 
another community’s moral conscience and direct 
action. In the same way, your friend’s “keep ’em 
separated” and “violence is not me” subtext is mor- 
alistic in tone and smacks of censorship, because 
uncompromising anger is the true force behind all 
social change. 

I think the Gandhian, non-violent, direct-ac- 
tion movement is based on a romanticized Hol- 
lywood notion that idealizes a time and culture 
altogether different than what we’re experienc- 
ing. Today’s post-colonial police state has had 
a lot of time to perfect techniques that keep 
people in perpetual submission and within the 
confines of capitalist norms and institutions. For 
instance, I’ve noticed a surge in bank-manager 
syndrome: It has now become an acceptable and 
justifiable part of everyday life to say, “Talk to 
the hand,” and dismiss the first intonation of 
anger in anyone, no matter the circumstances, 
political activists included. 

I don’t think the Movement will go very far if 
it doesn’t address this tendency to want to censor 
out militancy from its collective psyche. Fear of 
political violence and imprisonment has effectively 
neutered the movement. People fear to fight for 
freedom; activists attempt to convince rather than 
challenge, and the mere suggestion of violence has 
become the purple elephant in the living room that 
no one wants to talk about. 

CB: In an interview you gave while you were still 
in prison, they stated that you renounced the use 
of violence. Is this true? Do you still feel the same 
years later? 

JB: It is interesting, because, in the beginning of 
all this, I really didn’t understand why I became an 
urban guerrilla and I definitely didn’t understand 
how it would impact my perspective later on in 
life. I was very spontaneous and of the moment 
back then. Now, after many years of reflection, I 
return to my past with a clearer understanding of 
events and a firmer belief that action speaks louder 
than words. 

CB: Here is the million-dollar question: If you 
had a chance to do it all over again, would you? Do 
you have any regrets? 

JB: Yes and no; I truly regret that I injured peo- 
ple, but the ship can’t be turned around. 

Comrade Black is a genderqueer green-anar- 
chist feminist from Victoria, British Columbia. 
They are a founder of the Victoria Anarchist 
Bookfair collective, Victoria anarchist reading 
circle, and a member of the Camas Collective 
Infoshop. 
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We Cannot Techno-Fix Our Way to a Sustainable Future 


by Rachel Smolker 

During March 22-26, the Asi- 
lomar International Confer- 
ence on Climate Intervention 
Technologies was held at the 
Asilomar Conference Grounds 
near Monterey, California. The 
conference follows hearings 
from the week prior in the US 
House of Representatives and 
a report from the UK Commit- 
tee on Science and Technology, 
as well as a recent report from 
the Government Accounting 
Office, all following on the 
heels of earlier reports from the 
Royal Society. In short, there 
is a lot of high level interest 
in the topic. Given the failure 
of Copenhagen, the sellout of 
US Congress to special interests 
and the stalemated internation- 
al negotiations, the "last resort" 
of geoengineering is gaining 
support. This is especially true as 
many are either in a state of pan- 
ic or paralysis following recent 
announcements of methane 
seeping from the East Siberian 
Arctic Shelf, on top of the ongo- 
ing reports of rising emissions, 
ice melting, and temperatures 
reaching all time highs. 

There are good reasons to be 
quite worried. But there may 
be good reasons to be even 
more worried by the climate 
geoengineering proponents and 
what went on on at the Asilo- 
mar conference. 

The intent of the conference was 
to develop "voluntary guidelines" 
for further research on climate 
geoengineering technologies. Vol- 
untary guidelines are most often 
designed to fend off "involuntary" 
regulation. The conference was 
organized by Margaret Leinen, 
who happens to be the mother of 
Dan Whaley, founder and CEO of 
Climos, a company with patents 
currently pending for methods 
to profit by selling carbon offsets 
from ocean fertilization. Other 
major players in geoengineering, 
some of whom were at Asilomar, 
similarly have vested interests in 
ensuring cash flows for funding, 
experimentation and commer- 
cialization of their pet technolo- 
gies. 

We can pretty well guess that 
whatever "voluntary guidelines" 
they came up with for themselves 
will be designed with "don't take 
no for an answer" as their under- 
lying mantra. 

A letter signed by dozens of 
civil society groups was submit- 
ted to the conference organizers, 
challenging the entire premise of 
the conference in stating: "The 
priority at this time is not to sort 
out the conditions under which 
this experimentation might take 
place but, rather, whether or 
not the community of nations 
and peoples believes that geoen- 
gineering is technically, legally, 
socially, environmentally and 
economically acceptable." Asilo- 
mar seeks to step right past any 
process for determination of ac- 
ceptability, assume it as a given, 
and carry on with business, as 
usual. This is deeply troubling 
on many fronts given the tech- 
no-fixes being put on the table, 
the scale of their impacts, and 


the track record so far. 

The technologies for "climate 
intervention" (aka, geoengineer- 
ing) fall into two broad catego- 
ries: carbon sequestration and 
solar radiation management. 
Ocean fertilization falls into the 
former. The idea of ocean fertil- 
ization is to dump iron particles 
into ocean waters to stimulate 
plankton blooms. The plankton 
absorb C02, and when they die, 
(hopefully) carbon is carried to 



the ocean floor to remain seques- 
tered, then extrtacted as meth- 
ane. There are many known risk 
factors, including one newly 
discovered and described re- 
cently in Proceedings of the Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences. This 
study revealed that the kinds of 
plankton that are stimulated by 
iron fertilization include those 
that produce domoic acid, the 
cause of shellfish poisoning in 
humans and lethal to marine 
animals. Oops. Ocean fertiliza- 
tion has already been tested 
numerous times. The contro- 
versial "Lohafex" test last year 
failed to illustrate any carbon 
sequestration after dumping 
more than six tons of iron into 
the Southern Ocean. To make 
matters worse, these tests were 
undertaken in spite of a morato- 
rium agreed to by nearly 200 na- 
tions under the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, also defy- 
ing the London Convention on 
Ocean Dumping. Such treaties 
and agreements are, apparently, 
just pieces of paper. 

Biochar is another carbon 
sequestration technology pro- 
posed. Advocates claim that by 
growing hundreds of millions 
of hectares of tree plantations, 
burning the trees to make char- 
coal and then tilling the char- 
coal into soils, we can seques- 
ter carbon under ground. The 
scale that would be entailed here 
is monumental, especially given 
that only 12-40 percent of the 
carbon from the trees is retained 
in the charcoal. The impacts on 
forests, soils, and from small par- 
ticles (soot) becoming airborne, 
could very well outweigh any 
supposed gain. 

Another broad category of cli- 
mate intervention technologies 
involve "solar radiation manage- 
ment" (SRM), as in blocking or 
reflecting sunlight. Examples in- 
clude using jets or rockets to blast 
small reflective sulphate particles 
into the stratosphere, "cloud 
whitening" to increase reflectiv- 
ity by injecting saltwater mist 
into clouds, vast plantations of 
plants engineered to have shiny, 
reflective leaves, or covering large 
areas of the desert with a white/ 
reflective coating or deploying 
huge arrays of mirrors into space. 


These technologies are virtu- 
ally all extremely risky, expen- 
sive and/or downright nuts. 
But, frighteningly, they are gain- 
ing mainstream acceptability! 
Among the advocates are some, 
like Bjorn Lomberg, the "skep- 
tical environmentalist," who 
have denied global warming is 
even real. Some claim that these 
approaches are preferable to re- 
ducing emissions. Julian Morris, 
of the International Policy Net- 
work, for example, stated: "Di- 
verting money into controlling 
carbon emissions and away from 
geoengineering is probably mor- 
ally irresponsible." 

The potential for "weaponiza- 
tion" of climate geoengineering 
technologies adds fuel to the 
fires for those who find this is- 
sue troubling. Who will control 
and have access to the power to 
control rainfall or sunlight in a 
drought, flood, famine 
and water deprived future 
world? 

Perhaps it is time for 
a collective pause and 
some deep reflection? 

First of all, our faith in 
science and technology 
seems to be teetering pre- 
cipitously. On the one 
hand, we appear shocked 
when scientists err, as if 
we somehow expect the 
scientific method and its 
practitioners to be god- 
like in their ability to pre- 
dict the future of global 
systems and dynamics. 

On the other hand, many 
are prepared to deny the 
validity of literally thou- 
sands of studies, all con- 
verging towards the con- 
clusion that global warm- 
ing is, in fact, a reality. 
Further, we fail to recog- 
nize that science is mere- 
ly a tool, and it's ability 
to uncover "truths" de- 
pends utterly on the skill 
and integrity of its users. 
Scientific rigor demands 
a lag time between asking 
a question and offering 
"proof" for an answer. 

That time delay is incon- 
veniently long under the 
current circumstances. 

How do we reconcile? 

The decision to resort to 
techno-fixes to geoengi- 
neer our only planet is 
not up to the handful of 
profit-seeking business- 
people donning lab coats 
at places like the Asilomar 
International Conference 
on Climate Intervention 
Technologies, and all the 
conferences on false solu- 
tions to come. 

The planet is our col- 
lective responsibility. 

The world views held by 
many Earth inhabitants, 
including most, if not 
all indigenous peoples is 
that we are not Mother 
Earth's "mechanics," but 
rather integral parts of 
her. This view is part of 
the consciousness of Pa- 
chamama (the spirit of 
mother nature), visibly 
present at the "negotiat- 


ing tables" at the World Peoples 
Conference on Climate Change 
and the Rights of Mother Earth, 
held in Bolivia in April. I, for 
one, will feel far more hope- 
ful about my children's future 
if decisions about climate geo- 
engineering come not from 
Asilomar and the "profitable 
techno-fix" mindset, but rather 
out of Bolivia, with the Rights 
of Mother Earth as their basis. 

Rachel Smolker is co-director 
of Biofuelwatch, and an orga- 
nizer with Climate SOS. She has 
a Ph.D. in behavioral ecology 
from the University of Michigan 
and worked as a field biologist 
before turning to activism. She is 
the daughter of Environmental 
Defense Fund cofounder, Robert 
Smolker, and she engaged in direct 
action at EDF offices to oppose 
their advocacy for carbon trade. For 
more info see biofuelwatch. org.uk. 


GE Eucalyptus Trees Threaten OS South 

By Anne Petermann 

The United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) is expected to issue their decision this 
year on a proposal by ArborGen to release 260,000 
genetically engineered (GE) cold-tolerant euca- 
lyptus tress across seven states in the US South, 
from Texas to South Carolina. ArborGen is a joint 
initiative of International Paper, MeadWestvaco 
and New Zealand-based Rubicon timber company. 
The original partnership also included Monsanto, 
which dropped out early, presumably 6&au§^ of 
their terrible reputation. Barbara Wells, the CEO of 
ArborGen, is the former head of Monsanto's Latin 
American operations. 

ArborGen is touting their deadly GE trees as 
the solution to sustainable energy, insisting GE eu- 
calyptus can be used to manufacture liquid "agro- 
fuels" as an alternative to fossil fuels. The truth, 
however, is that eucalyptus plantations will cause 
massive ecological devastation, lead to widespread 
destruction of native forests and exacerbate cli- 
mate change. 

The USDA's draft environmental assessment 
recommended approval of ArborGen's request. 
Eucalyptus is rampantly invasive and explosively 
flammable. It is also very greedy for water, and eu- 
calyptus plantations have caused or exacerbated 
droughts. In Chile, for example, Mapuche commu- 
nities in the region of eucalyptus plantations must 
truck in water in the Springtime, because their wa- 
ter sources dry up. 

GE eucalyptus trees also pose a potentially 
serious health threat. In Tasmania, Australia, the 
genetic "improvement" of these trees has inad- 
vertently caused them to be extremely toxic. 
Runoff from these plantations has contaminated 
nearby Georges Bay, causing massive oyster bed 
die-offs and rising rates of sickness among the 
local residents. 

ArborGen has also requested commercial re- 
lease of GE eucalyptus trees in vast plantations 
containing millions of these non-native and de- 
structive trees. People in the southern U.S. are 
already familiar with the disastrous impact of 
kudzu, the invasive ornamental vine that has cov- 
ered vast expanses of land. Eucalyptus would be 
far worse. 

ArborGen intends to export GE eucalyptus 
globally. Adding the cold-tolerance trait to euca- 
lyptus trees expands the global range for euca- 
lyptus plantations, and will lead to widespread 
destruction of native forests and displacement of 
forest dependent and Indigenous communities 
around the world. 

We can stop the global ecological disaster of ge- 
netically engineered eucalyptus trees by stopping 
them here in the US. But we will need a grassroots 
movement to do it. For more information and to 
get involved, go to http://www.nogetrees.org. 

Anne Petermann is the Executive Director of the 
Global Justice Ecology Project. 
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UNDERSEA METHANE TRIGGERS FEAR, OPPORTUNISTS 
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by Kenton 

Amidst a drunken, hedonistic 
feel-good party, there's noth- 
ing more abrupt than a fart 
that clears the room. Everyone 
snaps out of their haze and looks 
around, wondering if the person 
that they're dancing with thinks 
it was them. How embarrassing. 

University of Alaska, Fair- 
banks, researchers Natalia Shak- 
hova and Igor Semiletov released 
a report in Science magazine de- 
tailing just such an unanticipat- 
ed methane release in the little- 
studied East Siberian Arctic Shelf 
(ESAS). Research results suggest 
that the layer of permafrost un- 
derneath the ESAS, a 2 million 
square kilometer area of the Arc- 
tic Ocean, has become perforat- 
ed. Considered by scientists to 
be impermeable and constantly 
frozen, the permafrost is releas- 
ing stores of methane gas well 
beyond the comparable amounts 
for the region. The amount of 
methane given off around the 
ESAS, 7.7 million tons yearly, is 
currently larger than that given 
off by the rest of the world's 
oceans combined. 

The undersea methane is cre- 
ated when organic material in 
permafrost thaws, decomposes 
and releases gas. It can also be 
stored as a hydrate, as in the 
ESAS, meaning that the meth- 
ane is encapsulated within 
frozen water molecules of the 
permafrost. The releases of the 
latter can be much larger and 
more sudden. "Warming tem- 
peratures, and the ingress of the 
ocean as sea-level rises, are caus- 
ing the methane release to ac- 
celerate, possibly precipitously," 
Shakhova explains. 

Unanswered in the study, which 
spanned from 2003 to 2008, is 
whether the methane levels in 
the Arctic are historically normal 
or rising. Methane hydrates in 
the ESAS are relatively close to the 
surface, leaving them more sus- 
ceptible to climatic change than 
its counterparts, which are in part 
stabilized by the high pressure of 
the deep-sea and its consistent 
temperatures. 

The researchers found that 
more than 80 percent of the 
deep water and 50 percent of 
surface water had methane lev- 
els eight times that of normal 
seawater, according to a National 
Science Foundation press release. 
Particular areas were saturated at 
levels reaching more than 250 
times that of earlier Summer lev- 


It's called 
process; 


els and 1,400 times higher in the 
Winter. Findings also showed 
high concentrations in the air 
directly above the ocean surface. 

Shakhova states that typical 
methane levels vary anywhere 
from .3 to .7 parts per million 
(ppm) depending on the sea- 
son and temperature. The cur- 
rent average in the Arctic is 1.85 
ppm, the highest in 400,000 
years, with concentrations even 
higher in the air above the ESAS. 

Why it stinks 

Methane is a carbon-based 
greenhouse gas that is 30 times 
more powerful at trapping heat 
than carbon dioxide. A massive 
methane release is correlated 
with the Permian-Triassic ex- 
tinction, the largest loss of spe- 
cies ever (96 percent marine and 
70 percent terrestrial). Shakhova 
estimates over 1,400 gigatons of 
carbon stored 
as methane 
and methane 
hydrates in the 
Arctic perma- 
frost, and that 
5-10 percent 
of that is li- 
able to release 
at any time, in 
amounts up to 
50 gigatons. 

That would be 
equivalent to 
doubling the 

current amount of carbon diox- 
ide in the atmosphere. 

A hypothesis called "the 
Clathrate Gun" may give an 
alarmist, albeit accurate idea of 
how it all goes down. Simply 
put, as sea and seabed tempera- 
tures increase, methane hy- 
drates (clathrates) are released, 
contributing to a quick rise 
in global temperatures — more 
at the poles to be sure — which 
in turn contributes to more re- 
leased methane. It's called a 
runaway process; once you fire 
a gun, there's no running to re- 
trieve the bullet before it's im- 
pact. Currently, scientists aren't 
sure at what point the gun fires or 
when the tipping point is. 

The ESAS seems to be the 
number-one candidate for such 
a show. It's located at a higher 
latitude, where climate change 
is exacerbated. It's in relatively 
shallow waters (164 feet deep) 
where methane cannot oxi- 
dize into carbon dioxide before 
surfacing, and has the climate- 
sensitive Lena river pouring out 
into the Arctic waters. 


But the ESAS is only a fraction 
of the total hydrates worldwide. 
It's unlikely that we've reached 
a tipping point of atmospheric 
greenhouse gases, and methane 
loses its greenhouse potency 
over time. Luckily, the deeper 
stores around the world are more 
resilient to temperature change, 
and changes precipitated by a 
mass release would take tens of 
thousands of years to affect the 
deeper seabeds. So we'd have to 
see a massive release to trigger a 
catastrophe. Guess who's got an 
itchy trigger finger? 

Did You Say Methane Stores? 

The age of gas is upon us. In- 
creasing external pressure on 
energy corporations to clean-up 
their operations and find solu- 
tions to climate change has lead 
to internal motivations to gre- 
enwash everything and secure 
profitability 


a runaway 
once you 
fire a gun, there's no 
running to retrieve 
the bullet before it's 
impact. 


in a post oil 
and coal world. 
The energy bar- 
ons call natu- 
ral gases like 
shale gas and 
coalbed meth- 
ane "bridge 
fuel" between 
oil, coal and 
renewables. Of 
course, they're 
looking to ex- 
ploit every last 
bit of cheap energy as possible, 
and the past decade has revealed 
an increasing interest in meth- 
ane as such a source, both by 
corporations and governments. 
In the early 2000s, conferences 
on hydrates began the upswing 
of interest and have since provid- 
ed a forum encouraging the ad- 
vancement of hydrate extraction, 
as well as industry partnerships 
to bankroll the experiments. 

Current Industry Developments 

In 2007, BP drilled research 
wells in Alaska with the assis- 
tance of the US Department of 
Energy (DOE) and the US Geo- 
logical Survey (USGS). A meet- 
ing was held on November 3, 
2009 and included participation 
from BP, ConocoPhilips, Exx- 
on-Mobil, Chevron, DOE and 
USGS. According to the DOE, 
the meeting discussions focused 
on synergies between planned 
field testing under both the BP 
(and separately funded) Conoco 
projects which are both pursu- 
ing field sites near the Prudhoe 
Bay L 106 pad. The result of the 


meeting was an agreement by all 
groups to pursue necessary inter- 
action and planning required to 
facilitate hydrate field activity in 
Prudhoe for the winter 201 1 drill- 
ing season. ? 

China, Japan, the Republic of 
Korea and the US all have ongo- 
ing programs to scout hydrate 
reserves and develop functional 
methods to harvest it. On the 
Qinghai-Tibet plateau, China has 
estimated there is the equivalent 
of 35 billion tons of oil, enough 
to supply Chinese energy for 90 
years. They want to start using it 
within 10 to 15 years. 

Korea plans to invest $37 mil- 
lion dollars to drill for hydrates 
along it's eastern coast, begin- 
ning in April. 

The DOE is collaborating with 
the Gulf of Mexico Hydrate Joint 
Industry Program (JIP), an amal- 
gam of some of our favorite unac- 
countables— -Chevron, Conoco- 
Philips, Total, Halliburton, Sch- 
lumberger, Reliance Industries 
Ltd (India), JOGMEC (Japan), Ko- 
rean National Oil Company to 
figure out a way to drill the Gulf 
for hydrates. 

The concerns are obvious, but 
the energy barons remain un- 
deterred. The most troubling of 
possibilities, that giant methane 
stores will be broached and sud- 
denly released is absolutely chill- 
ing. In addition to atmospheric 
release, a large methane plume 
could oxidize in the ocean, result- 
ing in anoxia, an absence of oxy- 
gen in the water, killing countless 
species. Drilling and excavation 
could disturb the ecological sys- 
tems. The mining of huge tracts of 
ice could cause "slumping" of the 
earth-mass, resulting in geological 
shifts and destabilization of layers 
of mass that have contained the 
methane for millions of years. 

This industry is truly begin- 
ning. Now is the crucial time to 
intervene, because the technol- 
ogy is not yet sufficient to make 
hydrate extraction viable on a 
large scale. The physical and 
technological barriers are the 
only current protection against 
hydrate harvesting. We can ex- 
pect federal agencies to repeat- 
edly fail in assessing the dangers 
involved. We can expect the 
corporations and government to 
proceed greedily and recklessly. 
We have watched oil tankers 
spill, coal sludge impoundments 
fail, and nuclear reactors melt. 
We cannot let disaster be the 
collateral of another worldwide 
energy industry. 


University of Iowa researchers exam- 
ining mineral deposits on the Spanish 
island of Mallorca discovered evidence 
of rapid rises and declines in sea level 
as the planet warmed and cooled over 
thousands of years. 

The population of Great Lakes prey fish, 
which sustain larger predator fish, is re- 
ported to have dropped to 10 percent 
of the population that existed before 
invasive species like zebra mussels and 
Asian carp were introduced via ballast wa- 
ter from shipping vessels two decades ago. 
The Pentagon now accounts for 50 per- 
cent of the world's total military spend- 
ing, and Obama's military budget is 
nearly $1 trillion — a figure that match- 
es the total cost of the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan since the initial invasions. 
The EPA announced in March that the 
infamous Gowanas Canal in northwest 


Brooklyn has been added to the federal 
government's growing list of "super- 
fund" sites slated for heavy restoration. 
Swedish politicians, celebrities and 170 
scientists appealed on March 10 to their 
government demanding that, as one of 
the wealthiest countries in the world, 
Sweden should protect its old-growth 
and other forests "before its too late." 
The American Bird Conservancy is call- 
ing Hawaii the "bird extinction capital of 
the world" as native birds the 'Akikiki and 
'Akeke'e join 33 other Hawaiian species 
on the federal Endangered Species List. 
The Centre for Research on Globaliza- 
tion recently reported that 33 percent of 
the world's population carry "smart" ID 
cards, and 900 million of these cards have 
biometrical facial and fingerprint systems. 
The New York Times recently reported 
that the Tucson, Arizona-based Center 


for Biological Diversity (CBD) has won 
93 percent of the lawsuits it has filed in 
defense of wildlife. The lawsuits forced 
the federal government to list 350 spe- 
cies as endangered and protect 120 mil- 
lion acres of habitat. 

The CBD proposed in March that 27 
million acres in Arizona and 26 million 
acres in New Mexico be designated as 
critical habitat for endangered Jaguars, 
and the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
will consider the proposal before issu- 
ing a proposed rule on jaguar habitats 
in 2011. 

Lawmakers in Sierra Leone and other 
West African countries are appeasing 
environmentalists and fishing villages 
by joining a seven-nation charter to 
protect the regions mangrove forests 
from destructive extraction practices 
employed the salt industry. 
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THE SPECTER OF S LUO BE 

FIGHTING FOR JUSTICE IN THE WAKE OF THE TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY DISASTER 


by Mike Ludwig 

The face of the anti-coal movement 
changed forever on December 22, 2008 when 
a Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) impound 
burst and spilled more than 1 billion gallons 
of coal ash — a toxic sludge comprised of wa- 
ter and fly ash from a power plant — into the 
delicate ecosystems and waterways of Harri- 
man, Tennessee. The flood released more tox- 
ins than any disaster in environmental his- 
tory, destroyed three homes, filled the Emory 
River with toxic waste and covered 300 acres 
in sludge. 

Before the disaster, many environmental- 
ists and activists did not know that the coal 
ash, boiler slag and other toxic residues pro- 
duced by cleaning and burning coal is stored 
in giant, above-ground impoundments as 
well as injected into 


TVA. More than 560 plaintiffs are repre- 
sented in 57 lawsuits against TVA for result- 
ing property damage and medical problems 
caused by the flood of toxic waste, according 
to the Appalachian Voice. 

Last spring TVA asked a federal judge to 
dismiss the cases, citing TVA's status as a fed- 
eral agency and therefore its immunity from 
civil suits from citizens, but on March 26 a 
US District Court denied this request and 
slammed the public utility company for fail- 
ing to follow policies and procedures that 
could have prevented the disaster. 

The nightmare is far from over. TVA con- 
tinues to dredge ash and heavy metals from 
the Emory River and estimates the cleanup 
effort will take several years and an estimat- 
ed $1.2 billion. 


old mines across Ap- 
palachia and the US. 

Matt Landon, a 
Mountain Justice ac- 
tivist and Three Riv- 
ers Earth Firstler, was 
one such activist, but 
he sprung into action 
as soon as the disaster 
occurred. 

Landon and other 
environmentalists 
involved in United 
Mountain Defense 
(UMD) grabbed video 
cameras and sample 
jars and rushed to the 
scene to find acres of 
private property and 
watersheds devastat- 
ed by toxic sludge. It 
was the beginning of 
a two-pronged cam- 
paign to organize lo- 
cal residents affected 
and poisoned by the 
spill and hold TVA 
accountable through 


ACTIVIST TOOLBOX 

Listening Project: Build bonds with 
local people affected by heavy industry by 
listening to their stories. Listening projects 
often go door-to-door or organize public 
meetings where neighbors can discuss 
how industry has impacted their lives and 
what do about it. Talking with locals helps 
build friendly bonds between neighbors 
and outsider activists and lets victims of 
environmental degradation know that 
they are important and deserve to be 
heard. Listening projects have proven to 
be effective tools in areas like Appalachia 
where outsider activists and coal companies 
compete for local support. 


A National Issue 

Last year the En- 
vironmental Protec- 
tion Agency (EPA) 
acted under pres- 
sure from the Envi- 
ronmental Integrity 
Project (EIP) and its 
activist allies and in- 
spected most of the 
coal waste storage 
sites in the US. The 
EPA released a list of 
49 coal waste sites 
in Ohio, Arizona, 


Paperwrenching: Turn paper work into 
direct action. By going public with the 
results of field tests and legal research, 
activists can use the fine print to jam up 
the development machine in the media 
and court system. Paperwrenching does 
not seem glamorous or brazen, but years 
of environmental victories resulting from 
lawsuits and public opinion guarantees its 
place in the activist toolbox. 


on-site documenta- 
tion and independent water quality testing. 

"We took the skills we gained through 
the mountain justice movement and direct- 
ly applied [them]," Landon said in an inter- 
view with the EF! Journal. 

Independent testing by activists like 
Landon has challenged TVA as the govern- 
ment-run utility company attempts to save 
face and cut corners in its cleanup efforts. 
Their findings proved that TVA repeatedly 
underreported the levels of toxins in the 
sludge that covered the land and neighbor- 
hood. The effort did not go unnoticed by 
TVA and the police, and Landon was ar- 
rested twice in the last year for trespassing 
on TVA property while monitoring cleanup 
and taking samples. 

Neighborhood Justice 

From the beginning, Landon and other 
UMD activists brought aid, water and medi- 
cal information to Harriman residents af- 
fected by the spill. A campaign modeled 
from past "listening projects" empowered 
locals to run and facilitate meetings and 
actions to demand justice and begin to 
put their communities back together via 
the Tennessee Coal Ash Survivors Network 
(TCASN). 

"Now you go down there and some of 
the locals still call themselves activists; they 
self-identify as activists," Landon said. 

The spill destroyed people's properties 
and local waterways, and heavy metals and 
airborne particulates from the coal sludge 
caused serious health problems. TVA initial- 
ly refused to pay for medical testing for lo- 
cal residents, and the TCASN expects health 
problems to continue as the government's 
cleanup effort stirs up the mess and releases 
more pollutants into the air. 

Community members in Harriman orga- 
nized to bring justice to their neighborhood 
and recently won a crucial legal victory over 


West Virginia, North 
Carolina, Michigan 
and across the coun- 
try that have a "high 
hazard potential" 
and would obliterate 
human and non-hu- 
man life if structur- 
ally compromised. 

The EPA also re- 
ported that 70 coal 
sludge storage sites 
across the country 
have leaked heavy 
metals into ecosys- 
tems and watersheds. The EIP recently fol- 
lowed-up and identified 31 more sites caus- 
ing contamination. That's 101 cases of lead, 
arsenic and other heavy metals poisoning 
precious waterways from the Ohio River 
valley to the New Mexican deserts. 

After the TVA disaster, regulators said they 
would address the coal waste issue. That 
was more than a year ago. The EPA eventu- 
ally attempted to classify coal waste as toxic 
waste and require coal waste storage sites to 
use liners and collection systems to prevent 
pollutants and heavy metals like lead, mer- 
cury, and arsenic from leaking impounds. 
The proposal has since been stalled in the 
White House as coal industry lobbyists at- 
tempt to keep the Obama administration 
on their side. EPA chief Lisa Jackson has 
said she hopes to have a proposal approved 
as this issue of the EF! Journal goes to print 
in April. 

Call to Action 

Coal waste storage sites — ranging from the 
sludge injection sites poisoning wells in West 
Virginia to the massive impounds adjacent 
to almost every coal-burning power plant 
in the US — pose a national threat to human 
and non-human health and safety. Govern- 
ment and industry greed and inaction has 
left the environmental movement no choice 
but to take immediate and direct action to 
end the destructive practice of mining and 
burning coal. 

"Coal ash definitely has the potential to 
turn into a huge issue to mobilize over," 
said Landon, who is currently working with 
United Mountain Defense to fight the coal 
industry in Tennessee. "The more groups we 
have that wake up to it, the better." 

Lahdon is a big fan of science when it 
comes to holding industry accountable for 
coal waste. He suggests researching coal 
waste pits and impounds in local areas by 



Sludge by the Numbers 

An Environmental Integrity Project (EIP) 
report has identified 31 coal waste sites 
that have contaminated streams, wetlands, 
ecosystems and aquifers in 14 states. 
Nearly half of these sites contaminated 
off-site areas. EIP's findings are in addition 
to 70 sites already identified by the EPA. 
EIP reports that coal-burning power 
plants produce 140 million tons of coal 
waste containing deadly pollutants, and 
much of this waste is stored in unlined 
and largely unregulated impounds and 
open pits. 

Deadly Pollutants 

Arsenic: Human carcinogen known to 
cause cancer of bladder, lungs, skin and 
kidneys. EIP identified 21 sites with arsenic 
contamination up to 145 times the federal 
drinking water standard. 

Lead: Powerful neurotoxin that damages 
the nervous system, especially in children. 
EIP identified 9 sites with up to 10 times 
the federal safety limit. 

Selenium: Can cause liver cirrhosis, 
pulmonary edema and death. Present in 
excess at seven sites. 

Coal wastes also contain the pollutants 
and poisons mercury, nickel, thallium, 
copper, chromium, selenium, barium. 

US Fssh: 100 Percent Contaminated 

The US Geological Survey in March 

reported that every single fish tested from 
nearly 300 freshwater streams across the 
country was contaminated with mercury. 
About a quarter of the fish was too 
contaminated for human consumption, 
and two-thirds exceeded the EPA level of 
concern for consumption by predatory 
mammals. The USGS reported coal- 
burning power plants are the largest 
source of mercury in the US. 

Highest Hazards 

Last year, the EPA identified 49 coal waste 
sites with a "high hazard potential" based 
on the proximity to residential areas and 
potential to obliterate human and non- 
human life in the event of a TVA-style 
disaster. Here's a list of the biggest culprits. 
American Electric Power 
Sites: 11 

Locations: Kentucky, Ohio, West Virginia, 

Indiana 

Duke Energy 

Sites: 10 

Location: North Carolina 
Arizona Electric Power Cooperative 
Sites: 7 

Location: Arizona 

Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) 

Sites: 5 

Locations: Tennessee, Alabama, North 
Carolina 

Kentucky Utilities 

Sites: 5 

Location: Kentucky 


taking samples from waterways and areas 
near coal storage sites and sending them to 
EPA certified laboratories for testing. 

A plethora of grassroots resistance is tak- 
ing direct action to fight the coal industry 
in Tennessee and across Appalachia. Those 
interested in interning or volunteering with 
United Mountain Defense can send an email 

tO UMCVOLUNTEERHOUSE@YAHOO.COM. 

Mike Ludwig is a nomadic journalist. He has 
covered the coal issues for The Athens News and 
Southeast Ohio Magazine. He has also written 
for inthefray.org. Email: ML431j@aol.com 
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CARBON CRACKPOTS 

A New Green Scheme to Trap C0 2 Links Coal, Oil and Gas 


by Mike Ludwig 

Energy giant American Electric 
Power (AEP) made environmen- 
tal disaster history in 2002 when 
it bought out and relocated the 
village of Cheshire, Ohio after 
a federal study confirmed "blue 
plumes" of sulfuric acid mist 
produced by its Gavin coal-burn- 
ing power plant were poisoning 
Cheshire's 221 residents. 

AEP operates four coal-burning 
power plants within ten miles 
of Cheshire, including the 1,300 
megawatt Mountaineer located on 
the West Virginia side of the Ohio 
River. Despite AEP's infamous rep- 
utation in the area, the US Depart- 
ment of Energy (DOE) has handed 
the plant more than $334 million 
to operate an experimental "car- 
bon sequestration" system that liq- 
uefies carbon dioxide from Moun- 
taineer's stacks and pumps it into 
geological formations under the 
Ohio River. 

Carbon sequestration technol- 
ogy, also known as carbon capture, 
is just one of the crackpot schemes 
the Obama administration and its 
green capitalist allies have conjured 
up to ensure that they can continue 
burning coal while building their 
"clean energy" market portfolios. 
The idea is simple: separate the 
greenhouse gas from other pollut- 
ants in the smoke stack, liquefy it, 
and then pump it into underground 
geological formations. Out of sight, 
out of mind. 

This experiment might sound 
eerily familiar to the former resi- 
dents of Cheshire, who first noticed 
the clouds of sulfuric acid aerosol 
after AEP installed the "selective 
catalytic reduction units" to reduce 
pollution emitted by 
the Gavin plant. Now, 
less than ten years later, 
the DOE has given AEP 
full license to conduct a 
dangerous experiment 
just ten miles away from 
the site of the historic 
buyout. 

Last fall, AEP began 
pumping liquefied am- 
monium bicarbonate — 
the liquid created by the 
Alstom company's pat- 
ented chilled ammonia 
capture process — into 

saline formations 1.5 
miles below Earth's sur- 
face. With the govern- 
ment funding for a 10-year scale- 
up, AEP will eventually be pumping 
15 million metric tons of chemicals 
under the Ohio River each year. 

The DOE didn't stop with AEP. 
It grabbed $2.4 billion of Obama's 
stimulating package to fund carbon 
sequestration development projects 
across the country. 

One such project is a brand new, 
60-megawatt power plant slated for 
Thompsons, Texas. In March, the 
DOE gave $154 million to NRG En- 
ergy to build the facility, which is 
US Energy Secretary Steven Chu's 
new flagship double-whammy for 
fossil fuel production. The plant 
will be a "demonstration facility" 
designed to capture the carbon 
from the coal-burning plant and 
inject it into a nearby oil field. An- 
other simple idea: liquefied carbon 
captured from power plant stacks is 
pumped into a nearby oil field, forc- 


ing tons of oil right into the greedy 
hands of private industry. 

Private industry is already on 
board. Peabody Energy, the larg- 
est private coal company in the 
world, announced in February its 
partnership with GreatPoint Energy 
(another name to know) to devel- 
op "catalytic hydromethanation" 
technology that will turn coal into 
gas and hydrogen fuels for new car- 
bon capture coal plants that — you 
guessed it — will "enhance oil recov- 
ery," according to a release. 

"Advancing our carbon capture 
and storage technology will create 
new jobs in America and reduce our 
carbon pollution output," Chu said 
at a press conference in March. "It's 
another example of our country's 
innovation at work." 

Yes, Chu is correct, the plan has 
all the marks of American innova- 
tion: burning and mining lots of fos- 
sil fuels. Chu's doublethink has the 
coal and oil industry laughing all 
the way to the bank. 

Pipelines and Infrastructure 

Every carbon capture power plant 
isn't lucky enough to operate near 
an oilfield ripe for carbon injection. 
That's where interstate pipelines 
come in. 

Denbury Resources Inc., a compa- 
ny that specializes in enhanced oil 
recovery, announced in February its 
plan to build 320 miles of pipeline 
from Donaldsonville, Louisiana to 
Houston, Texas. The $825 million 
project will be capable of transport- 
ing 800 million cubic feet of carbon 
dioxide daily from natural reserves 
and carbon capture industry in Loui- 
siana and Mississippi to the oil fields 
of Texas. One of Denbury's sources 
of captured industrial carbon diox- 
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will then be piped across five states 
and the Mississippi River basin to 
Louisiana, where it will be pumped 
to Texas and injected into oil wells 
to coax out stubborn reserves to be 
manufactured into petroleum prod- 
ucts. This is the infrastructure our 
leaders are planning for a "clean en- 
ergy future." 

Risky Business, Dirty Coal 

Even mainstream analysts are 
calling the investments in carbon 
capture and other "clean coal" 
technologies a high stakes gamble. 
Only time will tell if these expen- 
sive technologies will prove to be 
efficient and cost effective, let alone 
safe. Carbon capture systems cost 
millions of dollars and will con- 
sume 10 to 40 percent of the energy 
created by a power plant, accord- 
ing to a Greenpeace report. Stor- 
ing liquefied carbon chemicals into - 
subterranean geological formations 
is unprecedented, and Greenpeace 
researchers and other analysts warn 
that stored carbon dioxide could 
corrode geological formations and 
leak back into the atmosphere. 
Some critics fear that the practice 
could cause earthquakes or even 
massive carbon dioxide leaks that 
would decimate human life. So why 
is the Obama administration and its 
greenwashing industry buddies so 
hell bent on rolling the dice? 

Look no further than the coal min- 
ing industry itself, which refers to the 
US as the "Saudi Arabia of Coal." 

"Technology is constantly im- 
proving, and even modest price 
increases open up vast expanses of 
coal all over the nation — especially 
in the Powder River Basin," writes 
Dr. Frank Clement in an article on 
www.coalcandothat.com. "America 
has 28 percent of the 
world's coal reserves, 
more coal than any 
other nation, and coal 
is in the ground in over 
half the states, our en- 
ergy ace in the hole." 

Coal is one of the 
world's dirtiest sources 
of energy and is losing 
favor among American 
consumers. Upcoming 
climate legislation and 
new rules proposed by 
the EPA could put caps 
on carbon emissions 
and make burning coal 


less convenient for util- 
Map from Denbury's Midwest Pipeline Feasibility Study ity companies. But the 


ide will be the Faustina Hydrogen 
Products LLC, a Louisiana gasifica- 
tion plant that in 2012 will begin 
producing anhydrous ammonia, sul- 
fur and carbon dioxide from high- 
sulfur coal and petroleum coke. 

Coal-gasification projects, which 
would turn coal into synthetic nat- 
ural gas to fuel new carbon capture 
power plants, are proposed in Illi- 
nois, Indiana and Kentucky. This is 
no secret to Denbury. Last year the 
company began a feasibility study 
on the proposed Midwest Pipeline, 
an estimated $1 billion project that 
would pump carbon dioxide from 
the new facilities 700 miles to Den- 
bury's southern grid. 

So let's recap. Coal mined in 
Ohio, West Viriginia and Illinois 
will be turned into synthetic natu- 
ral gases and burned in carbon cap- 
ture power plants across the Mid- 
west. The carbon dioxide byproduct 


coal industry is not going to give up 
on the estimated 200 billion tons of 
coal that waits to be extracted from 
US soil. Clement, a professor at Penn 
State University and co-author of the 
National Coal Council's "The Urgen- 
cy of Sustainable Coal," claims that 
untapped coal reserves could meet 
US energy needs for over 100 years. 

That's 100 years of mountaintop 
removal mining, acid mine runoff, 
dead zones, coal sludge pits, carbon 
capture, smoke stacks, mercury and 
lead poisoning, global warming and 
unfettered industrial expansion at 
the expense of mother Earth. 

This is the future our leaders are 
preparing for. This future begins 
where it must end: in the mines. 
Without mining, the coal power 
industry — and all the other indus- 
tries wrapped up in it — will choke 
on blackened lungs. Who can lend 
a hand and help tighten the noose? 


B are Bone s 

Wolf Kill 

Environmental and wildlife advo- 
cacy groups reported that more than 
500 wolves have been killed, mostly 
by government agents, in Idaho and 
Montana since the Department of 
the Interior's April 2009 delisting of 
the gray wolf population from the 
Endangered Species List. Among the 
victims are an alpha female and a 
five-month-old pup in Yellowstone 
National Park's well-known Cotton- 
wood Pack. Advocacy group Earthjus- 
tice is representing 13 groups in a le- 
gal challenge of the delisting. 

Obama Proposes Vast Undersea 
Drilling 

The Obama administration is 
proposing to open vast expanses of 
ocean for oil and natural gas drilling. 
The proposal would end a moratori- 
um on exploratory drilling from the 
tern tip of Delaware tp. the cen- 
IP&Dast of Florida, and ivodid also 
open waters in the Gulf of Mexico 
and along the north Alaskan coast. 

Trans-National Wind Energy 
Threatens National Forest 

.San Diego Light & Power has pro 
gipsed to construct a wind farm in 
Mexico to provide energy to San 
Diego via 150 miles of transmission 
lines running across the border and 
through the Cleveland National For 
est in southwestern California. The 
Bureau of Land management has ap- 
proved the destructive path of trans- 
mission lines, but legal challenges 
have tied up permits in state courts 

Buffalo Defenders File Suit 

The Buffalo Field Campaign (BFC) 
id other buffalo advocates in March 
ed a lawsuit against Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks for its decision to 
house quarantined Yellowstone buf- 
falo on a private ranch where the 
public cannot monitor the animals 
The buffalo advocates claim the act 
violates a public trust and hinders 
the BFC's effort to monitor the buf- 
falo's welfare. 

Shrimp Ban to Protect Sea Turtles 

The US State Department an- 
nounced in March a formal ban on 
shrimp caught by Mexican fisheries 
until the industry updates its trawl 
nets to include devices that protect 
against the inadvertent capture of 
sea turtles. The ban was instated after 
the end of the formal Mexican com- 
mercial shrimp season and will be 
dropped if the fisheries update their 
nets before the season begins next 
fall. The ban trumps a World Trade 
Organization rule that prevented the 
US from pressuring Mexico to protect 
sea turtles (see EF!J December, 1993). 

Two Fossil Fuels Disasters in April 

An explosion claimed the lives of 29 
people in a West Virginia coal mine 
on April 2. Run by Massey Energy, 
the mine had 57 safety violations in 
March, alone. On April 22, a deep 
oil well off the coast of Louisianna 
exploded, killing at least 2 (11 were 
declared missing as of print time). 
Experts are calling this the worst off- 
shore explosion in Gulf of Mexico in 
30 years. The Journal sends its condo- 
lences to the the families of the latest 
victims of the energy industry. 

Obama's Whale Compromise 

Obama is making overtures to whal- 
ing nations, proposing that the inter- 
national whaling ban be lifted. 
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UPDATES 


1-69 Legal Victory 

Supporters of Hugh and Tiga of the Indiana- 
based Roadblock Earth First! Anti-I-69 
campaign announced in late March that 
both activists had their felony racketeering 
charges dropped on the basis that, under 
Indiana law, conspiracy charges cannot stem 
from misdemeanor charges. Both activists 
were also granted permission to leave the 
state of Indiana. 


Catalonia Forest Occupation Evicted 

A forest occupation camp in Catalonia, 
Spain was evicted on March 24. Various police 
squads and a "special climbing eviction unit" 
were deployed to oust the occupiers, who are 
defending the forest from high voltage power 
lines that would connect from France, Spain 
and potentially Africa. The occupation began 
on October 17, 2009, and several structures 
and treesits had been established. 
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Murphy Sentenced to 5 Years in Prison 

Steven James Murphy, 44, admitted to his 
role in a failed attempt to firebomb a Pasadena, 
California condominium development in 
2006. Murphy plead guilty to the ELF-affiliated 
action on April 5. His 5-year sentence carries 
a Terrorism Enhancement from the original 
charge. Investigators claim Murphy planted 
a crude firebomb that would have destroyed 
two condos had it ignited. 

Carrie is Free! Scott Faces New Charges 

Activist Carrie Feldman, 20, was released 
from jail on March 19 after a US attorney 
unexpectedly filed a motion stating that 
her testimony on a 2004 animal rights 
action was no longer needed. Carrie and 
another Minneapolis, Minnesota-based 
activist, Scott DeMuth, 22, were held in 
contempt of court and jailed in November 
after refusing to cooperate and testify before 
a grand jury. Scott was re-indicted on April 
14 under charges of an ALF raid on labs in 
the University of Iowa in 2004 "and other 
animal enterprises elsewhere" with "persons 
known and unknown to the Grand Jury." 

Crow CreekTribe Strikes Deal with IRS 

The Crow Creek Sioux Tribe has settled its 
tax debt with the IRS and secured a loan to 
buy back 11 square miles of land stolen by 
the government and sold at an auction in 
December. The tribe responded to the initial 
seizure with a lawsuit. The IRS has forgiven 
additional "debt" on the grounds the suit be 
dropped. 


~ A 


ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS OF 
THE WEIRD 


Meat From a Petri Dish 

Test tube meat has taken an- 
other step toward transforming 
from an eerie joke around the 
kitchen table to reality. Dutch 
scientists have conducted suc- 



cessful experiments in growing 
animal protein in labs. The gov- 
ernment-funded program recent- 
ly succeeded in growing "meat" 
by combing cells extracted from 
a living pig and mixing in a 
broth made of animal fetuses. 
Mark Post, a professor of physi- 
ology at Eindhoven University, 
said that with improvements, 
lab-made meat products will be 
good for the environment and 
will reduce animal suffering. "If 
it tastes like meat, people will 
buy it," Post said. 

Source: Earth Island Journal 

More Freaky Flesh 

A team of researchers at the Uni- 
versity of Rhode Island injected 
thousands of Rainbow Trout 
eggs with DNA from other spe- 
cies in hopes of creating mu- 
tant seafood. Their experiment 
worked in about 300 cases and 
resulted in mutant fish with 
"bulging" muscles and a "six 
pack of abs." In reality, the trout 
look like they've simply gained 


a bunch of extra lumps. The re- 
searchers are hoping their discov- 
ery could add value to commer- 
cial fish farming, but critics fear 
that native species could be out- 
competed by the mutant trout if 
they invaded wild habitats. 

Source: National Geographic 
Daily News 

Airport Mind Scanners 

The Associated Press reported 
in January that the future of 
airport security could include 
mind scanners. WeCU, as in 
"we see you," is an Isreal-based 
technology company that has 
received US funding to experi- 
ment with "mind scanners" that 
would monitor suspects' mental 
and physical reactions to images 
played on screens in airports. For 
example, a potential "terrorist's" 
brain and heart rate may react 
to symbols of radical groups or 
militancy. 

Obama Buys Hybrid Cars for 
Federal Yuppies 

On March 31, President Barack 
Obama announced the federal 
government would buy more 
than 5,600 hybrid ve- 
hicles to wal 



walk as American auto manufac- 
turers begin making cars accord- 
ing to new emission limits re- 
cently set by the Environmental 
Protection Agency. Yes, federal 
employees will be joining the 
ranks of yuppies everywhere as 
they rev up their brand-new cars 
that burn oil and use electricity. 
Do not expect Obama to be tex- 
ting from his Blackberry while 
driving a Prius, however. When 
asked about the presidential mo- 
torcade, Obama said the Secret 
Service shot down the idea due 
to security reasons. 



Do Americans Love Birds? 

The hearts and minds of mil- 
lions of Americans could soon 
rest easy knowing less birds may 
crash into our government's 
windows. In March, the Ameri- 
can Bird Conservancy (ABC) ap- 
plauded Illinois Congressman 
Mike Quigley's introduction of 
HR 4797 in Congress. The bill 
will require the federal govern- 
ment to incorporate "bird-safe 
building materials and design 
practices" when constructing 
new buildings. The ABC is cel- 
ebrating this key effort to rein- 
vigorate the US economy. Amer- 
icans apparently spend about 
$36 billion "in pursuit of birding 
activities,” and 48 million Amer- 
icans en- 
gage 
in bird 
watch- 
ing; 48 
percent 
of whom actually 
leave their homes to 
do so, according to 
the ABC. Chirpy- 
chirp chirp! 


Mutant fish with "bulging" muscles and a "six 
pack of abs." Eat them before they eat you first! 
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Bare Bones 


Dam to Flood Rainforest, Chavez 
Loses Power 

Brazil's government in early Feb- 
ruary approved a giant and environ- 
mentally controversial hydroelectric 
dam that will flood 310 square miles 
of the Amazon rainforest. Activists 
fighting the project claim it will de- 
stroy precious habitats and relocate 
indigenous peoples, and they insist 
pervasive droughts have already 
damaged the Amazon and would 
compromise future hydroelectric 
projects. 

Meanwhile, a drought exacerbat- 
ed energy shortages in Venezuala, 
which produces 70 percent of its 
electricity with hydroelectric dams. 
Opposition members criticized the 
socialist government for failing to 
invest in infrastructure, prompting 
President Hugo Chavez to blame 
the crisis on saboteurs. Chavez was 
unable to provide any evidence of 
sabotage until early April when Ven- 
ezuelan authorities arrested eight 
Colombians for allegedly plotting 
hits on the country's ailing grid. 


Monsanto Completes Plant 
Expansion 

Monsanto announced in March 
the completion of a glyphosate 
plant expansion in Luling, Loui- 
siana near New Orleans. The ex- 
panded plant will produce the 
company's Roundup agricultural 
herbicide. Roundup herbicide is 
exclusively manufactured at Mon- 
santo's glyphosate plants in Luling 
and Muscatine, Iowa. 




Mass Extinction 

The Species Survival Commission 
for the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) — 
the international group of scientists 
that officially declares a species ex- 
tinct— released a report in March 
claiming that humans are driving 
animal and plant species extinct 
faster that new species can evolve. 
Extinction is a part of life on Earth, 
but humans have accelerated extinc- 
tion far beyond the natural cycles of 
evolution. 


New Nukes Funding 

While the US National Nuclear 
Security Administration's 201 1 bud- 
get request includes a significant 
increase in non-proliferation pro- 
grams, which make up 24 percent 
of the total budget, the NNSA also 
received a $624 million, or 9.8 per- 
cent, increase in Nuclear Weapons 
Activities funding. Non-prolifera- 
tion activists claim the requested 
budget could increase funding up to 
14 percent for development of new 
nuclear weapon science, technology 
and infrastructure via the weapons 
and comparable programs. 


Tenuous Tuna Talks 

The debate over a ban on bluefin 
tuna fishing raged in March at the 
175-nation Convention on Interna- 
tional Trade in Endangered Species. 
European and American countries, 
backed by conservation groups, 
cited dwindling global stocks and 
supported the ban. North African 
and Asian nations — especially the 
seafood-crazed Japan, which con- 
sumes 80 percent of the world's 
Atlantic bluefin — opposed the ban 
and vowed to ignore it. The ban 
was rejected to the disappointment 
of conservation-minded western 
nations. 


Two-thirds of the Lacandon Jungle has been cut 


MULTINATIONALS ENTER CHIAPAS RAINFOREST 
INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES VIOLENTLY EVICTED 


by John "Ahniwanika" Schertow 

Stop the evictions and massacres! 

Multinational corporations are 
coveting strategic natural resourc- 
es in the Lacandon Jungle in the 
Mexican state of Chiapas. At the 
same time, the state government 
is pursuing ambitious plans to sur- 
round the Lacandon Forest with oil 
palm plantations, while disguising 
the forest around the plantations 
as 'eco'-tourism areas. The corpora- 
tions are preparing for those proj- 
ects by attacking and evicting in- 
digenous communities. 

On January 21, the indigenous 
Tselales communities of Laguna El 
Suspiro and Laguna San Pedro Gua- 
nil, both inside the Biosphere Re- 
serve of Montes Azuls in the Lacan- 
don Forest, were evicted. Montes 
Azules is home to one third of Mex- 
ico's biodiveristy. 

The eviction began on January 
19, when the head of the Federal 
Agency for Environmental Protec- 
tion (PROFEPA) visited Chiapas. A 
few hours later, hundreds of police- 
men and soldiers evicted around 20 
indigenous families (120 individu- 
als) from their homes in the region. 

Government sources state that 
the operation was carried out in 
coordination with the federal 
police, members of the Mexican 
Army and of PROFEPA, ironically 
in the presence of "representa- 
tives of the state's human rights." 
No details have been given as to 
who those human rights represen- 
tatives were. Our understanding 
is that the Mexican government 
used fake "human rights repre- 
sentatives" in order to commit 
human rights violations against 
indigenous peoples. 

The police forces were heavily 
armed and used several helicopters 
during the two operations. Without 
any official documentation or court 
order, and by means of violence 
and threats against elderly people, 
women and children, they forced 
the indigenous people to leave their 
houses without being allowed to 
take any of their personal belong- 
ings, and took them to the city of 
Palenque. From there, twelve vil- 
lagers from Laguna San Pedro Gua- 
nil were taken to the government 
ministry and interrogated without 
a lawyer or interpreter. Before being 


released, the villagers were made to 
sign a document without under- 
standing the content. They later re- 
ported that intimidation was used 
to get them to respond to questions 
about the location of alleged drug 
fields, which indicates how the 
government intends to justify the 
evictions. The villagers report their 
belongings, as well as their houses, 
clothes and work tools destroyed, 
their fruit trees, maize and beans 
uprooted and their communal shop 
ransacked. Local witnesses report 
that the houses and belongings of 
the villagers were burnt after the 
evictions. So far, no opportunity for 
resettlement has been offered. 

Violent evictions and forced re- 
locations have been carried out in 
approximately 40 communities by 
both the current and previous ad- 
ministrations. These are part of a 
policy to create a “new order" and 
clear the Lacandon Forest of people, 
particularly in the Montes Azules 
region. The Mexican state is thus 
promoting social dislocation and 
ongoing legal uncertainties as well 
as the appropriation of communal 
property in favor of private own- 
ership. This results in the irrevers- 
ible loss of the concept of land as a 
source of communal wealth. 

Both the federal government of 
Mexico and the state government 
of Chiapas justify their actions 
by labeling the entire indigenous 
Tseltal, Tsotzil, Ch'ol and Tojolabal 
population in the Lacandon area as 
"irregular people," "invaders" and 
"predators." The evictions are expect- 
ed to continue. Several of the villages 
which were evicted were Zapatista 
supporters. Friends of the Earth has 
accused the governor of Chiapas of 
selling "the land and the territories 
of Chiapas to the highest bidder." 

The evictions can be understood 
through a strategic global proj- 
ect of "territorial evictions and 
control," which is disguised as a 
"conservationist spirit for the ben- 
efit of humanity" or, as a govern- 
ment spokesperson said, "...for 
the good of Chiapas, for the good 
of Mexico and for the good of the 
world's environment." In reality, it 
serves the interests of multination- 
al corporations and private inves- 
tors in strategic natural resources 
in this and other indigenous and 
campesin@ territories in Mexico 


and Central America; biodiversity, 
forest cover, clean drinking water, 
natural scenery and minerals are 
all coveted as resources by biotech 
and agribusiness companies (Mon- 
santo, Pioneer, Norvartis, Bimbo), 
pharmaceutical companies (Phar- 
macia, Bayer, Pfizer, Sanofi Ad- 
ventis), car and oil firms (Ford, 
General Motors, Shell, the Inter- 
national Automobile Association), 
drinks manufacturers (Coca Cola, 
Nestle, Pepsi), hotel chains and 
false 'eco-tourism' firms (Mexican 
Association for Adventure and Eco- 
Tourism, AMTAVE), as well as min- 
ing companies (CEMEX, owned by 
PEMEX). Several of them have had 
a direct or indirect presence in the 
Lacandon Forest for years. At the 
same time, the governor of Chi- 
apas, Juan Sabinas, has imposed 
an ambitious program of economic 
reform which includes the expan- 
sion of oil palm plantations and 
aims to turn Chiapas into one of 
the main centers of production for 
agrofuels, with all the impacts that 
go along with it. 

Editor's note: In the ongoing news of 
evictions happening in Chiapas, a 
member of the so-called Organization 
for the Defense ofCampesino and In- 
digenous Rights (OPDIC), a right-wing 
paramilitary organization, was killed 
by friendly fire as his organization 
attempted to violently evict the com- 
munity of Bolon Ajaw on February 6. 
The Fray Bartolome de Las Casas 
Human Rights Center believes that 
the OPDIC attack is tied to the In- 
stitutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) 
in an attempt to supplant the local 
campasin@s with palm oil planta- 
tions for eventual consumption as 
biofuels in the developed world. 
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No Olympics on Stolen Land! 




the indignity of typical activ- 
ist infighting — a unity that the 
Olympics could only attempt 
to co-opt in ceremony. Lead by 
indigenous peoples determined 
to reclaim their ancestral heri- 
tage, the Take Back Our Coun- 
try demonstration saw the tacti- 
cal utilization of the black bloc 
as a protective force. Although 
mainstream media jumped on 
the opportunity to delegitimize 
the protestors for their tactical 
cooperation, the history of de- 
nunciation and marginalization 
of demonstrators by the corpo- 
rate press suggests that solidar- 
ity has nothing to do with their 
opportunistic decrials. 

The next day saw more pro- 
tests, which heated up with 
some soft blockades and prop- 
erty damage. Called "Heart At- 
tack!", the main march imple- 
mented the black bloc as a more 
aggressive force. 200-300 hun- 
dred protestors marched togeth- 


Commemorative Poster 

er, breaking into smaller groups 
and spreading out throughout 
downtown Vancouver, pull- 
ing newspaper stands into the 
streets to ward off vehicles and 
providing cover for dissidents 
to spray-paint and smash the 
windows of corporations re- 
sponsible for investing in the 
economic and ecological ex- 
ploitation of stolen lands and 
displaced peoples. 

The largest march took the 
streets on the following day, 
manifesting 3,000-4,000 people 
in a Women’s Memorial March, 
while other activists squatted 
an Olympics Tent Village on 
Vancouver Organizing Commit- 
tee property in another part of 
town. Other direct actions con- 
ducted against the Olympics 
in the wildness of these days 
included strikes against three 
McDonalds, the sabotage of a 
construction company vehicle, 
the redesigning of a giant Ca- 
nadian flag, the attacking of a 


RBC bank, an arson at a Chevy 
dealership and other incidences 
of sabotage and vandalism. 

Meanwhile, the Canadian po- 
lice used the escalation of vio- 
lence brought on by drunken 
sports fans as an excuse to de- 
ploy particularly violent meth- 
ods of repression, including rub- 
ber bullets and batons, against 
protesters. Amidst this kind of 
brutality, the protesters gained 
increasing validation. Stella Au- 
gust, a prominent homeless 
activist with the Vancouver- 
based Power of Women Group, 
expressed staunch solidarity 
with the black bloc, insisting 
"They're angry because of the 
rich people bringing the Olym- 
pics into our country when it 
wasn't needed. It wasn't needed 
here. Those kids were not bad. 
They were only angry because 
of what they bring to our coun- 
try — big time poverty." Under- 
lying the words of Stella August, 
a proud native person of 
Nuuchahnulth descent, is a 
greater feeling of unity that 
grew through joint partici- 
pation in and organization 
of rallies and protests as 
they continued into the 
final day of the Olympics. 
On that day, February 28, 
200 protesters took to the 
streets in a demonstration 
called "Games Over! Resis- 
tance Lives" that blocked 
the major Olympics out- 
let road for 12 hours, and 
ended the night in a big 
Tent Village party. 

Tent Village was disman- 
tled shortly after the final 
fiesta, but as a result more 
than 30 people received ex- 
pedited housing. 

The momentum from 
the Olympics resistance 
movement spilled over into 
March for an Anti-Police 
Brutality March (preceded 
by the smashing and van- 
dalizing of 11 police cars 
on the previous night), and 
an Anti-Fascist Rally, which 
squashed a Nazi rally in 
Vancouver. As Vancouver 
radicals build on the les- 
sons and victories of the 
local Anti-Olympics move- 
ment, people are already look- 
ing to confront the next Win- 
ter Olympics in Sochi, Russia, 
as well as the Vancouver police 
force's now-increased resources 
and capabilities. Though con- 
troversial tactics were used, as 
a whole, the diversity of tac- 
tics and interests represented 
within the overall strategy of 
the Anti-Olympics movement 
poses an interesting template 
from which to organize future 
event-based resistance. Unfor- 
tunately, several people have 
been arrested and still need sup- 
port, including Charlotte Han- 
nah and Willow Riley for alleg- 
edly assaulting a police officer, 
Sumayya Kassamall and Alexan- 
der Hundert for alleged vandal- 
ism, and Joseph-Marc Beaulieu 
for Mischief on account of alleg- 
edly "leading the Black Bloc." 
For more information on the 
2010 Olympics Resistance and 
updates on the court cases, go 
to no2010.com. 


BY SABOO 


The Winter Olympics of 2010 
has come and gone, but the re- 
sistance movement continues 
to live on. The stage was set for 
massive resistance when the 
Olympics committee decided in 
2008 that the notoriously tour- 
ist-oriented event would take 
place on un-ceded Coast Salish 
indigenous lands (also known as 
British Columbia). Encouraging 
commercial development in a re- 
gion that, according to Canadian 
law, still belongs to indigenous 
peoples, the Olympics took its 
corporate sponsors into places 
they didn't belong. For two years, 
they were met with intense resis- 
tance, culminating from the mo- 
ment the site was chosen up to 
the closing ceremonies. 

The principle grounds for re- 
sistance lay in the governments' 
expenditure of millions of dol- 
lars in preparation for the games 
in spite of the deplorable 
living standards of Cana- 
da's indigenous peoples. 
Indigenous reservations in 
Canada are similar to those 
in the United States: motifs 
run from unpaved roads 
and streets to undrinkable 
tap-water to dilapidated 
housing and other tell tale 
signs of environmental 
racism. In violation of the 
United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, which the Canadi- 
an government rigidly op- 
poses, the repression of in- 
digenous communities in- 
cludes the systematic arrest 
and imprisonment of activ- 
ists who organize peaceful 
protests against clear-cuts, 
mining and land grabbing. 

Environmentalists quick- 
ly rallied alongside indig- 
enous organizers against 
the Olympics due to the 
destruction of the environ- 
ment that the Olympics 
precipitated. Corporate 
preparation for the Olym- 
pics included chopping 
down tens of thousands of 
trees, and blasting moun- 
tainsides in the Callaghan 
Valley for tourist venues. 
Canada also used the games as 
an excuse to extend the Sea- 
to-Sky Highway, a highway re- 
sponsible for the death of at 
least 11 black bears due to loss 
of habitat as well as the death of 
millions of salmon due to gravel 
mines around the Fraser River. 
The same "streamlined" appli- 
cation processes that facilitated 
this development included new 
incentives for ski resorts, min- 
ing, oil and gas development, 
and led to large increases in in- 
frastructure as well. To top it off, 
billions of dollars were allotted 
for the Olympics budget from 
infamous opponents of people 
and the Earth such as Coca-Cola, 
General Electric and McDonalds. 

With the rallying cry of "Riot 
2010," organizers of Olympics 
Resistance embarked on an ef- 
fort to shut down the Olympics 
with strategies similar to those 
used in campaigns to stop the 
WTO, G8, Conference of Par- 
ties (COP) and other symbols of 


the ruling elites. Organized by 
diverse groups of activists that 
use differing tactics, these cam- 
paigns are often measured by 
different yardsticks of success. 
Although most protesters share 
the desire to hamper, distract 
from, and/or completely stop 
the injustices against which 
they demonstrate their dissent, 
some judge direct actions of 
vandalism, property destruction 
and violent altercations with 
police to be detrimental to over- 
all goals involving sophisticated 
theories of non-violence and 
civil disobedience. Others deem 
successful individual actions 
of resistance, violent ones in- 
cluded, as individual successes. 
Often, major liberal organizers 
(labor unions, environmental 
NGOs, etc.) who aim to amass 
large numbers of protestors for 
their cause decry confronta- 
tional tactics like the black bloc 
(i.e., forming an unidentifiable 


group of people dressed in black 
and masked up to contravene 
police surveillance in the event 
of potentially illegal actions). 

The difference between tac- 
tics appeared immediately, as 
multifarious nocturnal arson 
and sabotage strikes hit strate- 
gic targets throughout Canada 
in anticipation of the Olympic 
torch. As the Olympic torch 
made its way across Canada, 
it also met non-violent civil 
disobedience in 30 cities, in- 
cluding lock downs, blockades 
and interventions staged by 
hundreds of Canadian citizens 
moving into its path. When the 
torch finally arrived in Vancou- 
ver, the diversity of tactics came 
together amidst 2,000-3,500 
marching protesters who out- 
shined the Opening Ceremo- 
nies on February 12. Known as 
"Take Back Our Country", this 
march manifested an outstand- 
ing solidarity between people of 
all walks of life that transcended 
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Maine Earth First! 

North Woods 
Round River Rendezvous 

June 29 - July 6 



In 2004, after the Down East Round River Rendezvous on 
Donnell Pond, about a hundred Earth First !ers greeted Gover- 
nor Baldacci at his house to protest plans to build a liquified 
natural gas (LNG) facility. After a long campaign, those plans 
were defeated, for now. Since then, Maine EF! has been fight- 
ing the largest development proposal in Maine’s history by 
the notorious timber/real estate giant. Plum Creek. However, 
the corporate plunder of our unique bioregion and culture, 
does not stop with Plum Creek. Maine EF! has also net- 
worked with community groups that are defending their land 
and communities from private water extraction, toxic waste 
incineration, and industrial wind-energy development. Now 
we’re inviting y’all back up to the North Woods for some 
more fun around the campfire, exploring the bioregion, and 
movement building. This year’s Round River Rendezvous 
(RRR) will be held in the heart of the Maine North Woods ! 

By hosting the 2010 RRR, we hope to have the opportunity 
to show people what our forests have become, but also to cre- 
ate a vision of what we will have if 
the Earth-destroying corporations 
are evicted and the land is allowed 
to heal. We hope to use our four pri- 
mary campaigns, which are focused 
on wind, water, waste, and woods 
(the 4Ws), to make broader connec- 
tions and coalitions with folks 
working throughout the North 
Woods Bioregion and the conti- 
nent. These connections will hope- 
fully jump-start discussions around 
wilderness movement-building, 
re- wilding damaged lands, and 
effective strategies for eco-defense. These themes are deeply 
connected to the struggle to maintain the traditional, rural cul- 
ture of Maine. The 2010 RRR will feature a corporate-ass kick- 
ing action, lots of hootin’ and hollerin’ around the campfire, 
and plenty of opportunities to explore the flora, fauna, and the 
beauty and the devastation of the North Woods! In fact, this 
just might be the place to spend the rest of the Summer... We 
hope to have a wide variety of campaigns that folks can plug 
into throughout Maine. 

Why Earth First!? And What the Hell is the 
"Round River Rendezvous?" 

Are you sick of the other environmental organizations selling 
out? Sick of environmentalists who don’t follow through with 
their words? Well, then Earth First! is the movement for you! 
Earth First! is a movement based around the idea that there is a 
need for non-compromising action in defense of Mother Earth! 
The Earth First! movement is centered around biocentrism and 
deep ecology, the beliefs that all of life has intrinsic value and all 
living systems are interconnected. Earth First! isn’t your typical 
environmental organization .For starters, it’s not even an organi- 
zation; it’s an international movement. Unlike other large envi- 
ronmental groups we put our beliefs into action and we don’t get 
bogged down with bureaucracy! 


The Earth First! Round River Rendezvous is a week-long 
gathering for anyone interested in or involved in the Earth 
First! movement (except for cops or informants). Annually, 
this week-long gathering is held in a bioregion that is threat- 
ened with ecological devastation. And this year, the Maine 
North Woods is hosting the gathering. During the week folks 
set up a primitive camp and attend or give workshops on a 
wide variety of topics (see below), get to know one another, 
listen to music and other performances or share their own, 
brainstorm, network, organize on wilderness defense and 
relax and get to know why we love this place. 

But don’t think that we’re a bunch of boring fanatics that 
just like to sit around and theorize about “movement strat- 
egy.” We also like to have a lot of fun! including, but not 
limited to, rowdy games, contra dancing, music, bonfires, 
etc. There will be lots of great opportunities for anyone to 
share music, poetry, circus acts, theatre, whatever you got 
with the group. There will be scheduled performances by 
movement musicians, as well as a reviving of the 
Warrior Poet’s Society. There will be a contra dance 
night as well. There will be loads of great music, 
performances (of all kinds, and I do mean ALL 
KINDS!) and poetry — so don’t miss out! Make 
sure to bring something to share or just come with 
an open mind. It is sure to be some rowdy good fun. 
We also hope to have some local home brew for 
sampling, and want to encourage anybody to bring 
some homebrew of their own. Maine EF! has con- 
nections with a lot of local, organic farmers, and we 
will be providing some food from the region and 
hope other people can bring some of theirs (Hey 
Everglades EF!, bring some mangoes!). 

We encourage anyone coming to engage in primitive camp- 
ing, treading as lightly as possible on the ecosystems that we 
will be inhabiting. We also ask that people come as self-suffi- 
cient as possible. Town and amenities are typically a distance 
away — so come with everything you will need for the week. 
The week will end with a direct action that is most strategic 
and relevant to our ongoing campaigns at the time. You can 
learn more about this action at the Rendezvous. For security 
reasons, the specific details will be figured out by the local 
organizers, and others will be plugged in accordingly. 

Some Things to Consider 

Given the situation of Maine’s forests, there is a good 
chance that the Rendezvous will be held on privately owned 
land. We have several sites picked out, and are waiting to 
decide the specific location based on the most strategic place 
to be this Summer. If it is on private land, we will utilize state- 
managed campsites which are open to the public. The large, 
corporate land-owners have kept their foot-hold in Maine by 
allowing “public access” on “their” land. Therefore, camping 
is legal, as long as fires are contained in the existing fire rings. 

Other things to keep in mind when planning your trip to the 
great North Woods are: Weather: June in Northern Maine can 

continued inside 



Contact Us! 

For more information about t he RRR. including directions and workshop schedule, visit our website at 
imune.earfh-first.net. You can email ns at niaineta (earth-first .net . You can also call 207-469-2552 tor directions. 



Wind, Water, Waste, Wood 

The corporate colonization of the North Woods Bioregion 


The mountains, the water, the forests, and the energy of our 
state are under siege by corporate interests. Maine Earth First! 
is working in solidarity with community organizations on four 
distinct campaigns, known as the “4 Ws.” Wind: the fight against 
industrial, grid-scale wind power placed in remote, sensitive eco- 
systems; water: the fight against the privatization of water; waste: 
the fight against biomass and waste incineration; and woods: the 
fight against the development of wild places and the decimation 
of Maine’s forest lands. These four deeply interwoven campaigns 
are united in their fight against large corporations’ colonization of 
the North Woods and in their effort to build support for the res- 
toration and protection of the North Woods Bioregion. They also 
share a strong ethic of ecosystems rights and the rights of life over 
the rights of the government and corporations. 

WOODS 

In 2005, Plum Creek, the country’s largest private land-owner, 
announced its plans to re-zone over 20,000 acres for resort and 
high-end housing development in the treasured Moosehead Lake 
region of Maine (see past EF!J issues). Since then, Maine Earth 
First! has been fighting the proposal, which threatens to further 
fragment the largest area of undeveloped land east of the Missis- 
sippi River. Maine EF! has utilized a wide variety of tactics from 
paperwrenching, to office actions, to media stunts. Maine Earth 
First! has been fighting this development plan since the begin- 
ning and we will be there every step of the way until we kick Plum 
Creek out of the North Woods and preferably off the planet! 

Recently, Earth First! ers engaged in another action against Plum 
Creek and the governmental decision makers of the state. On the 
first day of Fall, 2009, Maine Earth First! occupied the Land Use 
Regulatory Commission’s meeting at the Ramada Inn in Bangor, 
Maine in anticipation of a re-zoning approval. Six people were 
arrested for disrupting the planned vote that gave a green light 
to the largest development proposal in Maine’s history. We have 
since learned that Plum Creek has been paying their supporters to 
participate in the public process arranged by Land Use Regulatory 
Commission (LURC) — while the rest of us did our work in that 
process on a purely volunteer basis. 

Although LURC voted in favor of the development plan, it is not 
over yet! There are a lot of Mainers and folks around the country 
pissed off at Plum Creek and LURC who are willing to put up a 
fight. All six later plead not guilty and are seeking a jury trial. 

Maine Earth First! will not back down from the fight to make sure 
the eco-yuppie resorts are not built and that the Moosehead Lake 
region will one day outlive Plum Creek’s irresponsible ownership. 
Join us this summer at the Round River Rendezvous, where we will 
be putting a wrench in Plum Creek’s development plans and any 
other corporate interests that dare to threaten the North Woods! We 
also hope to join up with other campaigns throughout the country 
that are fighting the greedy interests of Plum Creek. 



“Maine Earth First! ers were arrested after disrupting the state approval 


of the Plum Creek development Plan.” 

WIND 

Industrial, grid-scale wind power is on the fast track to dev- 
astate the wild, remote mountain ridges of Maine. In 2008 the 
state legislature voted in favor of a law that created an “expedited 
wind area.” The expedited area includes almost two-thirds of 
the state and requires only one permit for wind power develop- 
ment, by-passing normal environmental regulations and giving 
LURC and the Bureau of Environmental Protection the authority 
to add parcels to the area at will. This unconstitutional law was 
drafted by a “task force” which was hand-picked by governor 
Baldacci and includes many industry representatives that stand 
to profit immensely from the law. The efforts to make Maine a 


wind-energy producing state ignore the fact that industrial-scale 
wind power does nothing to wean our culture off of our fossil fuel 
addiction. No coal-burning facilities have been taken off-line with 
the creation of wind-turbines, and the electricity is not being used 
to power local communities. It is just adding more energy to the 
grid to be consumed by southern New England. 

Currently, TransCanada has submitted an application to LURC 
to build 15 turbines within the expedited wind area on Sisk Moun- 
tain. TransCanada, a $35billion oil company from Alberta, Canada, 
responsible for the environmental devastation associated with tar 
sands oil (the most resource-intensive form of fossil fuel extrac- 
tion), has also submitted a separate proposal to add another 63 1 acres 
of Sisk Mountain, to the expedited area for an undisclosed turbine 
development plan. Nearby Kibby Mountain has already been devas- 
tated by the construction of 44 turbines over 400 feet tall. 

Sisk Mountain is located in the Boundary Mountains of western 
Maine in the Chain of Ponds area. Sisk Mountain and the Boundary 
Mountains are habitat for the Canada Lynx (listed threatened species), 
historic nesting grounds for the Golden Eagle, home to the Bicknell’s 
Thrush, Yellow-nosed Vole, Rock Shrew and Northern Bog Lemming 
and thousands of migratory birds that pass through the range annually. 

Allowing these sensitive mountain ecosystems to remain intact as 
wilderness corridors and carbon sinks provides an opportunity for these 
forests to regenerate. Further deforestation and ecosystem destruction 
is totally counterproductive in the struggle to mitigate global climate 
change. We can re-wild the North Woods to its natural forested state, 
stretching from Maine to Minnesota, adding to this planet’s overall sta- 
bility. That is why Maine Earth First! is working to restore, re-wild, and 
regenerate the shattered ecosystems that exist here and to create long- 
lasting means of protection for the North Woods ecosystems through 
the support of the people who live in them. The government and oil 
companies are capitalizing on the current climate crisis by creating 
these greenwashing schemes in order to get carbon credits and stimulus 
money and to dupe the general public into thinking that they actually 
give a shit about stopping climate change. 

Maine has been coined “the Saudi Arabia of wind.” The Round 
River Rendezvous will provide industrial windpower’s opponents 
in the state with a chance to collaborate on the challenges of fight- 
ing industrial wind power. The Round River Rendezvous will also 
bring together other folks fighting against TransCanada’s tar sands 
projects throughout Canada — providing an opportunity to network 
on how to bring down this corporate energy giant! 

One of the local organizations that has been fighting TransCanada 
and working to defend the mountains of Maine is the Friends of the 
Boundary Mountains, www.boundarymts.org. 

mm 

Water is Maine’s natural heritage. Unlike many other regions, 
Maine still has intact hydrological systems including pristine lakes, 
rivers, streams and ponds. Hundreds of springs bubble to the sur- 
face throughout the state from ancient sand and gravel aquifers, a 
legacy of the last ice age. 

In Maine, surface water is governed by “reasonable use,” but 
ground water is not protected. Therefore, Maine treats groundwater 
as the personal property of the landowner and allows unlimited quan- 
tities to be pumped out. Nestle’s Poland Spring is now the top-selling 
water brand in the whole country and they have been subverting local 
democratic processes and exploiting rural communities throughout 
southern and western Maine. However, communities throughout 
Maine have been rising up against the corporate control of our 
life-sustaining resource. Towns like Shapleigh and Newfield have 
successfully passed local ordinances that stop Poland Spring from 
stealing their groundwater and selling it out of state. 

With clean drinking water becoming increasingly rare through- 
out the world, it is important for the Earth First! movement to 
address this serious threat. At this year’s Round River Rendezvous 
water privatization and the effects of commercial water extrac- 
tion on the environment will be a common theme of workshops 
and presentations. We are inviting several members of the water 
movement to come and speak. 

There is a growing movement in Maine dedicated to protect- 
ing our water resource and fighting corporate control of the water. 
Defending Water for Life is a local organization that has been fight- 
ing Poland Spring wherever they pop up. For more information 
about this issue and contact information for groups fighting against 
water privatization, go to www.defendingwaterinmaine.org. 



WASTE 

Maine has historically been referenced as a “Paper Plantation,” 
but in the past decades it has become a “waste plantation” as it 
has become less profitable to make paper. Industry investors have 
turned their focus away from paper production and toward selling 
electricity created from burning wood and waste, calling it green 
biomass energy. Massive quantities of waste are being imported 
into Maine, which has some of the weakest rules on dumping and 
burning in the country, large stretches of land with few people, 
generous subsidies for anything biomass, and many paper mills 
with dumps and incinerators already in place. Burning waste 
ensures the continued employment of these incineration facili- 
ties, but provides little in the way of employment for the people 
of Maine, who have been abandoned by the very companies that 
have destroyed our resources. Ironically, more responsible meth- 
ods of composting and recycling waste would employ a lot more 
people, but would not employ the machines in which those earth- 
raping companies are truly invested. 

Some of the largest dumps in the Northeast are in Maine, threatening 
diverse wildlife habitat and wetlands bordering these dumps. Com- 
munity groups are forming to work on fighting these monstrosities, 
and are increasingly working together with still others who are oppos- 
ing destructive infrastructure developments. In the past five years, this 
organizing has successfully stopped the construction of a waste incin- 
erator, two dump expansions, and a new commercial dump that would 
have been located on the Androscoggin River. 

With Maine’s dumps looking towards biomass, Maine is now in the 
position to fight this growing “green” energy giant. Biomass is becom- 
ing the next “hot thing” in green energy; posing huge risks to ecosys- 
tems wherever it is proposed while lining corporations’ pockets with 
dirty money. Maine is just one of the places where biomass incinera- 
tion is threatening to wreak havoc on our forested landscapes. During 
the Round River Rendezvous we hope to bring together other organiza- 
tions and folks working to stop biomass in their communities 



mm TRADE 

As Maine continues its unfortunate history as a resource colony, 
the corporations only become more and more greedy. All of these 
campaigns are connected to larger, even more insidious plans, col- 
lectively known as “Atlantica,” including the development of a large 
east-west highway across New Brunswick, the entire state of Maine 
and the rest of northern New England. This highway plan would 
facilitate the trade and sale of water, wood, and energy from fossil 
fuels, wind, and waste to the cities of the Untied States. The highway 
would allow for a large corridor for pipelines, power-line expansion 
and rail traffic exporting these resources throughout this country and 
Canada. With growing concern surrounding climate change, more 
and more false solutions disguised as “green energy” are popping up 
around the world. Maine has become a regional epicenter for “green 
energy” creation, and the powers that be just have to figure out how 
to distribute the power. Maine Earth First! has been working to illu- 
minate these larger connections, and hopefully we can call their cards 
and stop the east-west highway before its starts! 

Maine Earth First! is striving towards an alternative vision for the 
protection and re-wilding of the North Woods Bioregion. All of the 
Ws pose distinct challenges, but the organizing that has emerged 
from each fight has brought about new ideas and energy for what 
we want the North Woods to be. The Round River Rendezvous will 
be a chance to present these ideas and visions while exchanging 
ideas and information with others from across the continent. 

With so much at stake here, we are hoping to launch sustained, 
long-term direct action campaigns to stop these corporate deba- 
cles, and we hope that as many of you as possible will stay on 
after the Rendezvous to help us protect the North Woods. 



Some things to Consider continued... 

be either hot and sunny, raining, or snowing (less likely due 
to the whole climate change thing). Come prepared for cold 
nights and rainy weather. Also, it is a common saying around 
here that our state bird should be the Black Fly. June- July is 
the nice time of year when black flies and mosquitoes are both 
thriving, along with deer ticks which can carry Lyme disease. 
We also have poison ivy, so if you are allergic come prepared! 
Long sleeves, long pants, tall socks, and closed shoes are the 
best protection from bugs or poison ivy. 

We are inviting a wide variety of folks from a wide vari- 
ety of backgrounds to this year’s RRR, so we ask people 
to leave oppressive and elitist attitudes at home. We are 
attempting to make this space open and welcoming to all 
types of Earth activists... so talk to someone you don’t 
know — let’s help our movement grow! We will not toler- 
ate oppressive or elitist behavior! There will be spaces for 
alcohol and partying, and there will be spaces conducive to 
sobriety and quietude. It is expected that these spaces and 
policies will be respected. In short, don’t be an asshole! 

There will also be safe spaces for child-care, and we could use 
help creating and maintaining that space. There will be on-site 
medics with herbal medicine knowledge and training, as well as 
spaces to go for health and healing. If you have any particular 
skills that would help with any of these things, contact us. 

Police or other law enforcement agencies sometimes like to 
stop in and see what we are up to or try to shut down the whole 
camp all together. It is usually not a big deal, but please be 
aware of these possibilities. There will be delegated members 
of the camp responsible for dealing with law enforcement inter- 
actions. There will also be folks working security throughout 
the gathering to keep any unwelcome people out of the gather- 
ing. As is usual at the RRR, we will be constantly signing up 
volunteers to help with camp security, childcare, conflict media- 
tion, and other tasks to keep the camp functioning. 






Maine’s forested lands have historically been owned by multi-national 
corporations, who have always pulled the strings in the state govern- 
ment. Maine’s economy is based upon its history as a resource colony 
supporting the larger, more developed and more affluent communities 
of southern New England and on. This long history as a resource colony 
still shapes the land ownership in the state today. Maine has the largest 
concentration of industrial ownership and one of the lowest proportions 
of public land (under 6%) of any state in the country. This history, cur- 
rent economic changes, and the fact that most of the forests have been 
overly harvested, has led to a trend of massive land swaps engineered by 
real estate companies masquerading as “sustainable” timber companies. 
These companies realize that they’ve exhausted the timber and paper 
resource, and are looking for other resources to exploit, such as clean 
water, private getaways for rich out-of-staters, biomass, landfills, high- 
way corridors, and energy production. These current trends make Maine 
one of the unfortunate best examples of environmental colonialism and 
corporate take over of our times. 

Despite the private ownership and the past degradation of the forests, 
northern Maine is still the largest undeveloped, though not totally wild, 
area in the U.S., east of the Mississippi River. It is this gray area that 
makes land in Maine challenging to defend. It remains undeveloped and 
remote with a high potential for regeneration, yet the forests are carved 
with a large matrix of roads and have been raped extensively since 
Europeans first arrived on this continent. It is also an incredibly unique 
and biodi verse place. The North Woods bioregion stretches from Maine 
to Minnesota, including northern Wisconsin and Michigan, and the for- 
ested lands of southern New England. Elements of boreal forests to the 
north and the big woods to the south create a large diversity of ecosys- 
tems and habitats that define the North Woods. 

This diversity and relative lack of development makes Maine an 
excellent opportunity for regeneration, restoration and a powerful case 
example against resource colonialism. As a response to the oppression 
of the land, a wealth of resistance movements have formed. However, 
our fight is very different from those fought in areas with large tracts 
of wilderness, or acres of untouched old-growth forests. Here in Maine 
we are not working to protect already public lands, instead we are 
faced with the battle of shifting land ownership out of corporate hands. 
The uniqueness of the fight here in Maine and other areas with rela- 
tively low percentages of public lands, presents not only challenges 
but also amazing opportunities to fight corporate power while provid- 
ing excellent grounds for innovative models of land ownership and 
regeneration. 

While having the highest percentage of forested lands in the country, 
Maine could set a precedence for creating large areas as “carbon sinks” 
to aid in the mitigation of climate change and allow for the forests to re- 


grow and ecosystems to heal. These efforts could be far more effective 
than the false solutions that corporate interests have been pushing. 

This is where Earth First! comes in to play. Earth First! Is a move- 
ment that defines itself from other environmental organizations and 
movements with its strong uncompromising philosophies of deep ecol- 
ogy and biocentrism. Deep ecology is a philosophy that places humans 
within the web of life, recognizing that our actions have ramifications 
upon all living creatures on this planet and vice versa. Biocentrism 
is a philosophy that recognizes the intrinsic value in all living things, 
regardless of their use to humanity. Earth First’s recognition of the 
interconnectedness of all life forms is crucial in the struggle to end 
the corporate rule of our state and recreate wilderness. Every action 
towards ecological protection, every success in reversing the footprint 
of humanity on the face of this planet and its inhabitants is an impor- 
tant step forward in the fight to protect this planet and its non-human 
inhabitants. As a movement, we must seek out these unique opportu- 
nities and threats wherever they may exist and work towards the re- 
wilding and restoration of damaged lands. 

With the impending chaos of climate change and anthropogenic mass 
extinction, Earth First! could be the movement that works to expand 
wilderness, working towards the future health and stability of this planet 
even once humans are gone. Too much of this planet has been consumed 
by corporate greed. We must work to turn back the hands of time and 
find ways to re- wild what is not completely lost. 

Earth First’s! uncompromising messaging and holistic analysis of 
ecological problems also provide the opportunity to confront corporate 
power and colonialism. Here in Maine, it is corporations that have pil- 
laged the lands giving us an opportunity to confront the greed of corpo- 
rations like Plum Creek, TransCanada, Nestle, Casela, and Irving. While 
confronting these corporate giants we are working towards creative new 
approaches to land ownership and moving away from corporate resource 
extraction of the North Woods as a way of life. 

Earth First!, as a movement, offers a unique approach to existing 
efforts to challenge corporate resource extraction in Maine. There 
are many issues being addressed and many multi-national companies 
being fought because of their assault on rural communities and the 
environment. What is lacking is a unified campaign against all threats 
to the wild and our way of life. Maine EF! is working towards the 
preservation of an entire bioregion, not just trying to protect small, 
isolated pieces of land. Our actions and messaging can challenge this 
system that does not recognize the rights of ecosystems and gives 
more rights to to corporations than to citizens. 

The RRR is an excellent opportunity to further brainstorm and 
enact these visions, potentially creating a model that can be duplicated 
throughout the country! 


What to Bring £ What NOT to Bring 

• Donation: $25 (or whatever you can afford). No one will be turned away, but there 
are costs associated with organizing these events. The money we raise will go on to 
next years OC and RRR committees. Please donate more if you can afford it. $25 isn’t 
much for a week-long conference. 

• Warm clothing and rain gear 

• Camping gear: tent, sleeping bag, ground pad (if you don’t have a tent, you should at 
least bring a mosquito net and a tarp) 

• Food and water: It always helps take weight off of the camp infrastructure if people 
come as self-sufficient as possible, especially if you have any special dietary needs 

• Cooking & eating gear 

• Water purification device 

• No dogs: we understand that some people can’t leave home without them, if you come 
with a dog, take responsibility for them or they will be on the menu. Dogs in the wil- 
derness risk injury, and can be very disruptive to the local ecosystem 

• Sun protection 

• Bug resistant clothing and bug repellent (if you need to), but remember, any toxic 
chemicals you bring in will remain in our ecosystem. 

• A spirit of resistance to ecosystem destruction and a Willingness to participate in the 
event. We hope to have a lot of people from local communities at this event and we want 
to foster a respectful environment for people to network with new people. 

• Musical instruments, poetry to read, or whatever other outrageous performance art 
you would like to share 

• Hiking gear (shoes, water bottle, etc.) 

• Games: the rowdier, the better 

• Workshop ideas & supplies: bring your own skills to share or let others know about 
your bioregion and the threats to it, especially your campaigns around Woods, Waste, 
Wind and Water 

• Proposals for next year’s Rendezvous and Organizers Conference: If you have an 
active EF! group or want to start one, think about making a pitch to host the 20 1 1 RRR 
or OC in your neck of the woods. 


Workshops £ 
Trainings 

We are organizing a plethora of work- 
shops, discussions, trainings, and presen- 
tations revolving around all of the local 
campaigns we are working on. Some of 
the workshop themes will include the fight 
against water privatization and community 
control of water, industrial wind power, 
biomass and waste issues, and Plum Creek. 
We are trying to connect with groups who 
are working on these issues in other places 
as well. We will also have a series of direct- 
action and skills trainings. Other planned 
workshops include permaculture for EFIers, 
war tax resistance, survival skills, being a 
full-time activist for the long haul, over- 
population, climate change, preparing road- 
kill, and self-defense. This is just an idea of 
what will be available at this year’s RRR, 
but a schedule will be posted to the website 
as we figure it out. Please contact us to sign 
up to give a workshop. 

Contact Us! 

maine.earth-first.net 

maine(a)earth-first.net 

207 - 469-2552 



by Marie Trigona 

World-wide, mining opera- 
tions have been associated with 
exploitation, corruption, vio- 
lence, environmental devasta- 
tion, human rights abuses and 
impunity. However, despite threats 
and violent attacks, local move- 
ments resist mining operations 
and associated devastating ef- 
fects. In one such in- 

stance, residents in 
Northern Argentina are 
protesting the opening 
of an open pit mining 
site in the town of An- 
dalgala in the province 
of Catamarca. A recent 
police crackdown on 
the protest has sparked a y 
popular uprising of cit- I 
izens saying, "no to the I 
mine." Following mas- 
sive protests in response 
to police repression in Febru- 
ary, a judge temporarily halted 
further mine works planned to 
open in 2012. 

Andalgaia, Man of the High 
Mountains 

The word Andalgaia, in the an- 
cient indigenous language of the 
Andean region, means "man of 
the high mountains." The river 
Andalgaia that flows between the 
high Andes Mountains of Cata- 
marca has spawned an oasis. The 
pristine mountain water and rich 
valley has given life to a land of 
olive groves, peach orchards, 
sheep herds and mineral depos- 
its. Transnational mining com- 
panies now threaten this Andean 
ecosystem, the social network in 
Andalgaia and the entire water 
basin. If the company finds gold 
from drilling expeditions and de- 
cides to build the open pit min- 
ing site, the entire population 
of 20,000 inhabitants could be 
displaced, leaving transnational 
mining interests as the only man 
of the high mountains. 

The mine is owned by Agua 
Rica, a subsidiary of Yamana 
Gold Inc., a Canadian-based gold 
producer which plans to begin 
mining operations in the town of 
Andalgaia in 2012. Yamana Gold 
has mining sites in Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico 
and Honduras. Yamana failed to 
comply with the law in conduct- 
ing a study on the environmen- 
tal impact required by the pro- 
vincial Mining Secretary, making 
exploration illegal. The Agua 
Rica site in Andalgaia would be 
three times the size of another 
mining operation in Catamarca, 
La Alumbrera, which has caused 
environmental and health risks 
for residents since it opened in 
1998. La Alumbrera is currently 
the largest open pit mining site 
in Argentina. 

Police repression 

Activists from the Citizen's As- 
sembly of Andalgaia have been 
blockading the mine site for four 
months. The Assembly, made up 
of a wide array of residents, has 
called for a local plebiscite on 
mining operations. Their request 
was met with police force. 

More than 60 people were in- 
jured on February 12 when police 
escorted excavating equipment 


through a protest blockade to 
the controversial open pit mine 
site. Police fired tear gas and rub- 
ber bullets at protesters — women 
and children are among the in- 
jured. Nearly 50 demonstrators 
were arrested, of which twelve 
are still being detained. The ar- 
rests, crackdown and police at- 
tack against anti-mining activists 
sparked an uprising, with protes- 


tain springs will be mixed into 
the pools that contain cyanide 
and heavy metals. 

"Not only has mining gener- 
ated pollution and health prob- 
lems, in addition it hasn't creat- 
ed jobs or resources. Catamarca 
continues to be or is more poor 
than before. Andalgaia has the 
highest unemployment in the 
province," said Urbano Cardo- 


tors breaking windows, attacking 
mining offices and trucks owned 
by Agua Rica. Less than 20 hours 
after the police attack, more than 
4,000 gathered in Andalgala's 
center to protest the mine. 

Leading up to the February 12 
repression, Mayor Jose Perea of 
Andalgaia said in an interview 
with local radio station, FM Z, 
"if it is necessary we would kill 
the people maintaining the 
blockade against Agua Rica." The 
mayor also lead a pro-mining 
march with nearly 100 public 


Nevados del Aconquija, outside Catamarca 
zo in an interview with Lavaca, tract n 
an alternative media collective the co 
in Argentina. No more than 40 the rep 
local residents from Andalgaia, Meridic 
out of a population of 20,000 are ton Riv 
employed by the mine, which Orion 
Mayor Parea has admitted. Argenti 

"We share the air and soil, 200 n 
work with local suppliers, hire In mai 
local employees and build rela- compai 
tionships in the same regions schools 
in which we operate," says Ya- that re: 
mana Gold, Inc. on its website, and wi 
Public relations for the Cana- after tli 
dian company adds, "We listen eration 



NO A LA MINA 


La Alumbrera Pit Mine 


employees participating, which 
prompted a march of over 4,000 
residents resisting the Agua Rica 


Empty promises 

Andalgaia resists the mining 
site having seen the negative ef- 
fects of the La Alumbrera mine, 
which contaminated watersheds 
province-wide. "After 12 years 
since the La Alumbrera, the larg- 
est open mining operation, the 
promises of wellbeing and dis- 
tribution of wealth from min- 
ing has not been fulfilled in the 
province of Catamarca," says the 
Union of Assemblies of Catama- 
rca. The Alumbrera site uses be- 
tween 600 million to 1 billion 
liters of water a day. It strains 


Catamarcan Protestors 
to and value input from com- 
munities, embrace the rich local 
cultural and economic opportu- 
nities, and as a result, our com- 
munity relations are incredibly 
strong." The citizens' demands 
against mining operations and 
the threat of displacement have 
fallen on deaf ears. 

Threats and abuses 

In a report conducted by the 
United Nations Educational, Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organiza- 
tion (UNESCO) Chair of Higher 
Education Management from 
the Technical University of Cata- 
lonia in Spain, serious human 
rights violations and environ- 
mental pollution are linked to 
mining activities in Argentina. 


"if you don't change their at- 
titude about the blockade, next 
week the Border Guard and po- 
lice will evict them by force, and 
we will beat you." The citizen's 
assembly says that one long-time 
activist, Aldo Flores, has been the 
target of death threats and police 
harassment in the days leading 
up to the crackdown. 

The UNESCO report defined the 

social responsibility of 

the mining companies 
as "an example of pri- 
vate assistance, that 
seeks to manipulate 

■ and condition free- 
| dom of thinking and 
8 consciousness of the 

c 

| residents in the affected 
? areas that receive min- 

z 

| ute benefits from min- 
p ing firms with the only 
= objective of gaining a 
• Catamarca ' SO cial license' to ex- 
tract natural resources." Among 
the companies mentioned in 
the report include Barrick Gold, 
Meridian Gold, Xstrata, Whea- 
ton River Minerals and Northern 
Orion Resources. Currently in 
Argentina, there are more than 
200 mining sites operating. 
In many of the communities, 
companies construct libraries, 
schools and public health clinics 
that resemble cheap warehouses 
and will likely collapse shortly 
after the mining companies op- 
erations dry up. 

Mining companies only have to 
pay three percent in royalties on 
minerals extracted from Argen- 
1 tine territory. Three percent is a 
s small price to pay for the billions 
| of dollars extracted in mineral 
| ores from Argentina’s soil. Miner- 
| als have become Argentina's larg- 
| est export, valued at nearly $80 
> billion over the past decade. In 
places like Catamarca, royalties 
represent nearly 80 percent of 
fiscal income, "which is why the 
government does not investigate 
or control studies conducted by 
the companies," according to the 
UNESCO Study. 


'If it Is necessary, _ _ _ 

we would kill 

the people maintaining the blockade ' 


already depleted water tables to 
process the ore, which involves 
exploding mountains, removing 
ore, crushing the ore and mixing 
it with chemicals such as cya- 
nide to make a metal rich slurry. 
The slurry is processed and de- 
liquefied. The contaminated wa- 
ter is pumped back into aquifers 
and rivers. The site at Andalgaia 
would be three times the size of 
Alumbrera and estimated to use 
3 billion liters of water a day. The 
pristine waters from the moun- 


Titled "Human Rights in North- 
eastern Argentina 2008-2009", 
the report describes "pressures 
and threats against the popula- 
tions that protest against damage 
caused" from mining activity. 
Raul Martinez, Diola de Martinez, 
Ruth Vega, Carmen Chaile and 
Teresita Nieto, all participants in 
the Andalgaia Citizen's Assembly 
have received threats on sepa- 
rate occasions. The activists were 
called into the police station and 
were warned by the police chief, 


Disappearing communities 

Community groups through- 
out Argentina have tried to shut 
down open pit mining sites. 
The struggle against mining in 
Andalgaia has lead to a court 
order temporarily suspending 
Agua Mina from conducting 
further explorations. Now resi- 
dents want a permanent sanc- 
tion against the mining site, 
which could literally displace 
the entire population, since one 
proposed site is located directly 
under residents' homes. Accord- 
ing to a study conducted by en- 
vironmental group Redaf, Red 
Agroforestal Chaco Argentina, 
nearly 600,000 people have been 
displaced due to mining opera- 
tions and the expansion of agro- 
industry such as soy since 2000. 
Throughout Argentina, social 
movements are resisting min- 
ing, which they say is turning 
the nation's natural resources 
into a cheap commodity for 
foreign transnational compa- 
nies to exploit. 

Marie Trigona is a writer based 
in Argentina. She can be reached 
through her blog www.mujereslibres. 
blogspot.com. This article originally 
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Blast From The Past 

Featuring Judi Bari and Darryl Cherney 


Triple Victory in Three Day Revolution 

by Darryl Cherney 
December 21, 1998 Vol. IX, No. II 

The California Department of Forestry is one of those agencies 
that makes you question the purposefulness of your non-violence 
training. In the battle by Northcoast Earth Firstlers to save the 
remnants of old-growth forest in northern California, CDF has con- 
sistently misled us in its attempt to expedite the process through 
which timber firms must go before 
commencing logging operations on 
private lands. In this case, we were 
trying to save a grove "owned" by 
Eel River Saw Mills, and we were be- 
ing told mistruths about when the 
logging would begin. First, CDF told 
us that they would approve Timber 
Harvest Plan (THP) 520 on Friday, 

October 21. Then they said the 24 th , 
then the 25 th .... Normally such bu- 
reaucratic piss-poo simply makes 
me wonder how these guys can even 
tie their shoes. But on this occasion, 
there were 250 local citizens deter- 
mined to defend this grove, known 
to them as Goshawk Grove in Sanc- 
tuary Forest. It was my job to tell 
them when the sale was approved. 

And I was getting my information 
from banana brains in green suits... 

Only two months before, the 
Cahto had been unknown to most 
environmentalists. But Earth Firstls 
new Ukiah organizer, Judi "Bull- 
dozer" Bari, linked with the small 
Cahto Wilderness Coalition and 
began sending out fact sheets. Then 
she organized a 30-person reconnais- 
sance in the guise of a "wilderness 
walk." We were surprised by the 
news of the road being punched in, 
but we weren't unprepared. BLM's 
new Resource Management Plan, 
entailing liquidation of half of Cali- 
fornia's BLM old-growth forest in the next ten years, would not go 
unchallenged. However, urgent questions arose: would we divide 
our forces into two actions, Cahto and Sanctuary? Would the Gos- 
hawk Grove plan even be approved? And where was the beer? Oh, 
I needed some Sierra Nevada and fast. 

Editor's note: After a three day blockade of the Cahto wilderness, the 
coalition of West Coast EFlers stopped Maxxam's operations in the area. 
Current Humbolt EFlers have informed us that the land being protected 
in this article stood protected from logging until the early 2000s. This 
article is the first mention of Judi Bari in the Earth First! Journal. 

Californians Start a New Fad: 

Tree-Sitting Becomes a Pastime 

by Judi Bari 

September 22, 1989, Vol. IX, No. VII 

The Earth First! National Tree-Sit Week was a huge success, with 12 
tree-sits taking place in 7 states. In California, we had three tree-sits 
and 10 actions that week. 

Two of the tree-sits were in Mendocino County, one on a Georgia 
Pacific Clearcut near Fort Bragg and one on Hwy 128, the main tour- 
ist road to the coast. The other tree-sit was in Assemblyman Don 
Hauser's front yard, where 20 people occupied a large tree to protest 
Hauser's blatant toadyism for the timber industry. 

California EF!ers also went on a virtual rampage of actions. On 
Monday, August 14, people took over the Pacific Lumber sales office 
in Martin County to protest Maxxam's liquidation of the ancient 
redwoods. Wednesday we picketed a destructive gyppo logging com- 
pany in Whitethorne, and ended up in a brawl with the loggers, who 
threatened to kill us. Additionally, Los Angeles EF! harassed Maxxam 
at Maxxam headquarters in Los Angeles. 

Thursday morning Sonoma County EF! hung a bannner over the 
freeway reading "Clearcutting is Eco-Terrorism." Friday morning the 
new Albion EF! Group sponsored its first blockade of a Louisiana 
Pacific logging road. We built a slash barricade and leafleted people 


driving by, and turned back our first LP log truck by pushing an old 
car in front of it. A human-sized Spotted Owl danced on the car while 
EF! musicians played "You Can't Clearcut Your Way to Heaven." 

We concluded tree-sit week in Mendocino County with a blockade 
at the Fort Bragg Georgia Pacific mill. GP closed the mill two hours 
before the demo, handing us another victory, and we marched on 
Fort Bragg's main street. 

On the way to that final demo in Fort Bragg, a car carrying Earth 
First! Organizers Darryl Cherney, Judy Bari, and Pam Davis was rear- 
ended by a logging truck on Hwy 128, ramming the car into a pick-up 

driven by a Fish Sc Game employee 
out on a Spotted Owl survey. The im- 
pact totally destroyed Judi's car, but 
miraculously the EFlers and their 
four children sustained only minor 
injuries. We don't think this acci- 
dent was intentional, but certainly 
many coincidences were involved. 
The truck that hit us belonged to 
the same gyppo hauling company 
(Redwood Coast Trucking) that we 
blockaded on the LP logging road 
in Albion the day before. If nothing 
else, the accident brought out the 
issues of logging employees work- 
ing weekends, barrelling down our 
public roads trying to keep up with 
the timber industry's accelerated 
cutting as they strip the last of our 
forests before we can get regulations 
passed to slow them down. 

National Tree-Sit week was a trib- 
ute to Earth Firstl's decentralization 
coming from the grassroots of Earth 
First!. With no direction from the 
supposed national leaders. Locally 
it also came from the grassroots, 
and involved many people beside 
EFlers. It raised people's awareness 
and helped prepare the way for the 
f upcoming statewide initiative to 
ban clearcutting and preserve old- 
growth. 

Judi speaks out at Headwaters Rally, March 26, 1996 

Ukiah Burning 

by Judi Bari and Daryl Cherney 
May 1, 1990, Vol. X, No. V 

On March 17, Ukiah Earth First! Braved the crowds at the Red- 
wood Region Logging Conference to climb a giant automated 
logging machine, called a feller-buncher, and hang a banner on it 
that read "This Thing Kills Jobs and Forests." One of EF!'s climbers, 
Brett Waggie, a logger from Springerville, CA, said, "The feller- 
buncher will put my family out of work. We can't afford $700,000 
machines, and my family is set up for saw logs, not pecker poles." 

The feller-buncher can handle trees up to only 28 inches in di- 
ameter, and it is common for it to grab several 8" or less trees at a 
time and uproot them. It was previously used only on plantations 
growing trees for pulp and wood fiber products. But the trees being 
cut in the decimated third-growth redwood forests of Mendocino 
County are now so small that feller-bunchers are being used here. 

The logging conference organizers knew EF! was coming, and 
they knew we had our eyes on that particular machine. They had 
tightened security around it, but the two climbers managed to get 
up anyway while a bunch of more hippie-looking EFlers created a 
distraction singing songs like "Where Are We Gonna Work When 
The Trees Are Gone" and "Tonka Toys." The two climbers were 
eventually arrested and charged with tresspassing. 

Happy Ending: A few weeks after the logging conference, this 
same feller-buncher — the pride of Okerstrom Logging Co. — burned 
in the woods. This is the second feller-buncher that Okerstrom 
has lost to mysterious equipment fires in Mendocino Co. this year. 
"Either this thing is a $700,000 lemon, or there are some heroic 
people out there in the woods," said Judi Bari of Ukiah Earth First! 
When asked by local news media if she was responsible for the 
feller-buncher fire, Judi replied, "It wasn't me. I was home in bed 
with five witnesses." 

Editor's note: "Ukiah Burning" was published just weeks before the bomb- 
ing that hospitalized both authors While recovering just months after the 

continued on next page 
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continued from page 1 

-iversation, however, quickly began to stink like a 4-day-old dead 
n when they started asking me personal questions; 1 yelled at the 
ncers that my friend was critically injured upstairs, and stated that I 
_s leaving and not answering any of their questions: I was then tak- 

to the Oakland Police Department (OPD) where I was held incom- 
jnicado for hours. An attorney tried to get into my holding pen, 
ring barred from seeing me, while the crowd at both the hospital 
d the OPD (where Darryl was held, somewhere else in the depart- 
snt bowels) grew to over a hundred people in just a couple hours, 
his was all before "instant mes- 
ging," texts and all that.) 

Well, it was more than fishy— 

was downright conspirato- 
il, and what unfolded over the 
:xt few days boggled the mind, 
ice we hadn't known we were 
ing tracked so closely by the 
;I, despite the fact that it had 
■en a year since they dragged 
ave Foreman out of bed in his 
iwies and arrested Peg Millett, 
ark Davis and Mark Baker for 
onkeywrenching in Arizona. 

5th Judi and Darryl were arrest- 
l for transporting the bomb, and the 
51 and OPD held a press conference 
■ proclaim Judi, Darryl and Earth 
rst! terrorists as they tried mightily 
i erode any support EF! might have, 
idn't work. Eight weeks later, they 
ere forced to withdraw the charges, 
rt the attempts by the FBI to try to 
ame the two — particularly Judi — 
mtinued as they destroyed evidence, 
anufactured evidence, fed false in- 
rmation to the press, harassed every 
rtivist they could find and used their 
on fist to try to crush the movement. 

>und familiar? Precursor of the Green 
:are. But there were no fires, much 
ss any kind of violence perpetrated 
r anyone associated with EF! As Judi 
aserved wryly at one point, the FBI 
ould have people believe that "not 
ily are Earth Firstlers terrorists who 
irry bombs around in our cars, but we 
e stupid, violent terrorists who hide 
/e anti-personnel bombs under our 
vn car seats." 

Fast-forward to 2002 when the 
wsuit put together by Judi finally 
irst into a federal courtroom — twelve 
:ars after the incident, and tragically, 

/e years after Judi died from breast 
incer. Judi worked on the case until 
er dying day, literally, and made her 
iends and colleagues promise that we 
ould carry on the case. We did, and 
tanks to heroic efforts of a scrappy team of radical lawyers, we won! 
ie jury found that the FBI and OPD violated Judi and Darryl's First 
id Fourth Amendment rights: free speech and protection against 
egal search and seizure. The jury's decision was unanimous and 


80 percent of the award was for violations of the First Amendment, 
recognizing the FBI's deliberate smear campaign against Earth First! 
and against Judi and Darryl. 

Judi's victory against the FBI is an important and unprece- 
dented mile marker to remember, as is the bombing itself. We 
commemorate it 20 years later because it is important that we 
never forget, and that we remember to never give up and to keep 
a bold resistance to strong arm tactics as well as to assaults on 
Mama Earth. Equally important is recognizing what Judi brought 
to Earth First!, which goes beyond her challenge to the FBI. She 

brought us lessons from her 
background as a labor organizer 
and analysis that helped evolve 
our radical thinking both philo- 
sophically and strategically. We 
are reprinting her zine, Revolu- 
tionary Ecology, where she dis- 
cusses biocentrism in the con- 
text of radical thought: e.g., 
Biocentrism Contradicts Capi- 
talism, Biocentrism Contradicts 
Communism, and Biocentrism 
Contradicts Patriarchy. Check 
it out. 

Judi is an icon, but she would 
bristle at being canonized. She is sym- 
bolic of a revolutionary, irreverent and 
bold approach to biocentrism, and she 
had her share of shouting matches 
with other movement icons; in fact, 
she reveled in it. 

Recognizing the roots of biocen- 
trism not only in ancient native wis- 
dom but "in context of today's indus- 
trial society, biocentrism is profoundly 
revolutionary, challenging the system 
to its core," as Judi puts forward in 
Revolutionary Ecology. While it's easy 
to see that "biocentrism contradicts 
capitalism," and that "modern day 
corporations are the very worst mani- 
festations of this sickness," her essay 
purports that biocentrism contradicts 
communism even though her back- 
ground in revolutionary thought was 
rooted in Marxism. This is because, 
really, all leftist ideologies call for the 
redistribution of spoils from the rape 
of the Earth. She saw the possibility of 
ecological socialism that would orga- 
nize human societies in a manner that 
is compatible with the way nature is 
organized. 

The world around us changes, 
sometimes at breakneck speed. The 
context of movement building is al- 
ways in flux and demands that we 
always evolve our thinking and stra- 
tegic organizing. At the same time, it is 
valuable (and smart) to weave in institutional memory and not lose 
the wisdom embodied in the revolutionary thinking of our compane- 
ras that are no longer around getting in our face, reminding us of their 
views. Viva Judi! 


Celebrate Judi Bari! 

An event marking the 20th anniversary of the pipe bomb attack on Judi Bari and 
Darryl Chemey will take place in the San Francisco Bay Area, California, over 
the course of two days. On Sunday, May 23, an event dubbed “Revolutionary 
Ecology” will take place at La Pena Cultural Center in Berkeley, (3105 Shat- 
tuck, across from the Long Haul Infoshop), with a panel of speakers including 
Ramona Afrika, music by Darryl Cherney and others, film and an exciting his- 
torical exhibit. On the actual anniversary. May 24, people from near and far will 
gather at the moment of the bomb explosion at the site it blasted through Judi’s 
car, nearly killing her and forever changing the Earth First! movement. The site 
is on Park Boulevard in Oakland, CA. Details for both events will be posted on 
theJUDiBARi.ORG. Info number: (5 1 0)-548-3 113. 



Judi and Darryl wailin' for the woods, 1990 


bomb that almost killed her, the indomitable Judi Bari wrote the follow- 
ing in response to Dave Foreman and Nancy Morton's article "Good luck, 
dartin'. It's been great," which begins, "We feel like we should be sitting 
at the bar of a seedy honkey-tonk, drinking Lone Star, thumbing quarters 
in the country-western jukebox, and writing this letter on a bar napkin." 

Expand Earth First! 

December 21, 1985 
Dear EF!ers, 

I feel like I should be sitting around base camp listening to Bob 
Marley, smoking a hooter, and writing this on the back of a rolling 
paper. But if Dave Foreman wants a divorce from all the hippie left- 
ist anarchist humanists in Earth First!, I've got a few things to say. 

First of all, I'm not out to trash Dave Foreman... But in spite of 
the fact that many of us think putting the Earth first involves 
profound social change, it is wrong for Dave to characterize us 
as "leftists" or "a class struggle group." For one thing, we are too 
irreverent and we have too much of a sense of humor to be con- 
sidered leftists. Besides, we are not trying to overthrow capitalism 
for the benefit of the proletariat. In fact, the society we envision is 
not spoken to in any leftist theory I've ever heard of. Those theo- 
ries deal only with how to redistribute the spoils of exploiting the 
earth to benefit a different class of humans. We need to build a 


society that is not based on the exploitation of the Earth at all — a 
society whose goal is to achieve a stable state with nature for the 
benefit of all species.... 

Nobody has all the answers, and one of the strengths of Earth 
First! has always been our diversity. Rednecks for Wilderness and 
Hippy Wu-Wu's can co-exist in Earth First!, as long as we are 
all fighting to save this planet. Our decentralized non-structure 
leaves room for many strategies to be followed at once. But if 
Dave or anyone else starts insisting on conventionality, we will 
lose our spark. 

I don't see Dave's leaving as a split in Earth First! but rather as an 
evolution. We are not moving away from his ideas, we are expand- 
ing them. The activities he proposes are not in competition with 
ours, and there is no reason for anyone to have to choose sides. 
Things are not the same as they were ten years ago and Earth First! 
is changing too. But we will continue, and a year from now we'll 
still be out there kicking corporate butt. 

— Judi Bari 

This special edition of the EF! Journal commemorates Judi and 
Darryl's commitment to the Earth First! movement. Back issues of the 
Journal are available for $ 5 each. Order our near-complete, 29-year set 
for $500. 


Visualize the Future 
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Armed with Visions 


clear as cut glass and just as dangerous 


FOREST! WHAT FOREST? 




COYOTE & THE DOGS 


One day the dogs 

were going into the sweat lodge 
Coyote wanted to come too 
but the dogs wouldn’t let him in 
“We have delicate noses 
& you don’t smell too good 
Let’s face it 

We’re refined & sophisticated 
You’re dirty & disgusting” 


I HEARD THE TRUCKS 
Chain saws next 

People need lumber, bio-fuels, paper, houses, shipping pallets, 
WHATEVER, who cares? 

I heard the trucks 
Chain saws next 

Another golf course, another shopping mall, 
another development of mega-mansions 

Another clear-cut 
Another wasteland 
I use to be a forest. 

It was total stress. 

I HEARD THE CARS 
Campers next 

People cooking, playing, fishing, sleeping, appreciating my 

Birds, bees and flying creatures in my limbs 
Squirrels scurry up and down my trunk. 

Roots deep, holding soil 

I use to be a forest. Total harmony. 


Flood and Fire 

Iron-gray clouds hang heavy across the sky 
Cold rain pours, patters, pours again 
Creeks become raging brown torrents 
Cascading in white falls of roaring mist 
The swollen lake is beige for days 
Elsewhere... 

Relentless drought withers plants and people alike 

Fires race insatiable, unstoppable, turning all to lifeless ruin 

Rivers trickle, streams and ponds are but cracked earth 

Water is priceless yet pricey, a treasure to kill for 

This rain cannot quench that fire 

Flood here won’t water crops across mountain or sea 

Here too much 

There too little 

Balance is gone 


I HEARD THE TRUCKS 
Chain saws next 

FELL THOSE TREES 
Houses needed 

Industrial parks needed 
Shopping malls needed 
Highways needed 
Theme parks needed 
I WAS STRESSED NOW I’M DEAD 


NO MORE TRUCKS 
No more chain sa’ 


No more birds 
No more bees 

No more wildlife p 
No more humans 
No more shade 
No more soil 

NO MORE HARMONY. I AM DEAD 


Does anyone remember Easter Island, Henderson Island? 

Firewood needed 
Houses needed 

Timber needed for rolling huge god rocks uphill 
Monuments to the gods... .no more trees needed 

No one noticed, no one counted, no more trees, no more wildlife, no 
more food, no more shade, no more life 

Stone monuments actually do speak 

O’Brien 


Crusade 

This 

our WAR 

the enduring struggle 
for our specie’s very survival 

The struggle 

of our generation 

lift up its emerald banner 

and lay waste to those who would despoil our home 

Spread our rallying cry across the globe: 

LONG LIVE THE EARTH WAR! 

We know who we are 
a thin green line 
holding back the apocalypse 

— Johannes Pedersen 


all rights reserved to the authors 

Send poems to 
Warrior Poets Society 
P.O. Box 14501 
Berkeley CA 94712-5501 


The dogs took off their fine fur coats 
& went naked into the lodge 
leaving coyote alone 
outside with nothing better to do 

than rearrange & soil those coats completely 
set fire to the roof of the lodge 
& call out 

“Stop stealing those coats 

or the dogs will have to go naked” 

Then he chose a shadow to hide in 
where he could watch 
the dogs come running out 
each putting on 
the first coat they could 
before they were all gone 
Even now when dogs meet 
at the ends of their leashes 
you’ll see them sniffing each other thoroughly 
delicate nose to butt 
looking for the scent of their own coats 

Meanwhile coyote throws back his head 
wild & free 
No one to feed him 
No porch to lie on 
No dish of water waiting 
No one to teach him tricks 
No one to teach him 
not to howl 

— Steve Toth 


TO A CLOUD 

Even a small cloud is enormous 

Draped gray on a craggy spruce mountainside 

Admonishing eagles to keep the hush in their flight 

You keep the water from being blue 

I see you settled against the rock 

And know you’re a part of the land 

Just a breath of the trees 

Broken free to drift above the gray water, 

Her red fish and brown bears. 

Then you disappear back to the ground 
To think about drifting again. 

— Jenny McBride 
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We Rally for Tristan Anderson 

One Year After Shooting at the Separation Wall 

BY KP 

On March 15, friends and supporters of Tristan Anderson held a rally at the Israeli 
Consulate in San Francisco to demand the Israeli government take full responsibility for 
shooting and critically injuring Bay Area activist Tristan Anderson on March 13, 2009. 


Tristan remains in a hospital in Tel Aviv one year later, speaking 
to the gravity of his injuries. He was shot in the head by a high ve- 
locity tear gas canister, which was fired at him — rather than lobbed 
onto the ground in order to release its gas. The demonstration at 
the separation wall, a regular event in the West Bank village of 
Ni'lin, a non-violent demonstration that was wrapping up. Tristan 
was taking photos, as he had at demonstrations and political 
events everywhere from Oaxaca, Mexico to Palestine and Berkeley, 
California. 

The Israeli government recently released its official report on 
the shooting, which is inconsistent with the injuries Tristan sus- 
tained and has been called a cover-up of crimes by Israeli forces 
by those who witnessed the shooting that nearly took his life. 
Friends and family are outraged at the report, which brings no 
charges of any kind against anyone involved in the shooting. 
Michel Sfard, Tristan's Israeli attorney, called the report "gravely 
negligent." 

"If a Jewish man had been shot and wounded, there is no doubt 
that the entire village would be under curfew and Israel would do 
everything possible to investigate," Sfard said. "I am embarrassed 
to say that the investigation team did not even go to Ni'lin, the 
scene of the shooting." 

Seven Palestinian and international eyewitnesses to the shooting 
conclusively demonstrated that Tristan was neither masked nor 
throwing rocks, as Israeli police have claimed. At a press confer- 
ence held by Anderson's attorney at the Alternative Information 
Center in Jerusalem, photographs were displayed showing the im- 
possibility of what the Israeli police claim. The report also reveals 
that the police never collected physical evidence of any kind. 

Tristan's family is preparing an appeal to a higher prosecuting 
attorney to reopen the case and conduct a real investigation. 
The Anderson family has said that Israel should take respon- 
sibility for the shooting, provide care for Tristan as long as he 
needs it and bring the people involved to justice. For additional 
background about Tristan's case, see justicefortristan.org. 

Meanwhile, Tristan's partner Gabby is with him, and has been 
since llie beginning of his hospitalization. She was a fellow tree- 
sitter with Tristan at the nearly two-year long treesit in the oaks 
at University of California, Berkeley campus from 2006 to 2008. 
Gabby was with him when he was shot, and continues to be by 
his side, sending reports to his friends that he is showing good 



Tristan serving Food Not Bombs at People's Park in Oakland, California. 


progress — though his recovery has been very slow and incremental 
and his future still uncertain. His friends recently were very happy 
to get a couple of short emails directly from Tristan, the first ones, 
with help from Gabby, assures us that he is getting better. You can 
send well wishes to Tristan via Trismegatus71@gmail.com. 



Issue Explanation — Beltane 


by Sean Donahue 

The smooth, muscular curves of the sup 
pie boughs of a young Aspen. The puls 
ing rise of Birch sap. Rushing water. 

Lush moss. 

Or maybe its the scent of 
Chapparal hanging heavy in 
the air after a desert rain. 

Or the wind blowing in 
from the sea on the first 
warm day of spring. 

The living world se- 
duces us, bringing us into 
our bodies, calling us to 
taste, smell, see and feel. 

Beltane is a festival 
of fertility and lust. The 
Celts marked it with 
wild excess bon fires and 
sweaty ecstatic danc- 
ing and heady Heather 
mead, and lovers sneak- 
ing off into the forest at 
night, bringing back green 
boughs in the morning. 

The festivities continued 
until May's "Honey Moon" be- 
gan to wane. 

What's the passion that fuels 
your fire? 

Get outside this month, somewhere 
breathtakingly beautiful. Approach that 
place the way you would approach a lover. ' 

Red Trillium, in bloom during the Beltane Season. 


it all in with every one of your senses un- 
til you are trembling. Let this be your 
Beltane fire. 

The hunger for wildness that 
stirs the blood, the fierce love 
of the living Earth are fed by 
our sensual experience of 
the wild world around us 
that the delight in see- 
ing a Dandelion cracking 
through the concrete of 
a Manhattan sidewalk 
or the sharp intake of 
breath when you wade 
into a snowmelt stream 
in the high Rockies. 
Terry Tempest Williams 
describes it perfectly, 
"No longer numb, we 
feel the magnetic pull of 
our bodies toward some- 
thing stronger, more than 
simply ourselves. Arousal 
becomes a dance with long- 
ing. We form a secret partner- 
ship with possibility." 

And aroused by the beauty of 
the wild, there is nothing we won't 
do to defend it. 

Sean Donahue is an herbalist in Keene, 
New Hampshire, check out his writings at 

GREENMANRAMBLINGS.BLOGSPOT.COM. 
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Wolves and Poodles 


by Sasha 

Hundreds of people gath- 
ered on March 10 and marched 
through the town of Nungba 
in the Tamenglong district of 
Eastern India to protest against 
the Tipaimukh Dam — the latest 
page in a saga of popular resis- 
tance that has stretched out over 
the last 15 years. The Tipaimukh 
enflames political tensions be- 
tween India and neighbor Ban- 
gladesh, which has undergone 
desertification, siltation and wa- 
ter contamination since a previ- 
ous dam, the Farakka Barrage, 
blocked its access to the Ganges 
River in the 1970s. Other dams, 
like the Mapithel and Khuga, 
have scarred the ecology of the 
Indian subcontinent, and in- 
digenous peoples have learned 
that the environment will be ru- 
ined for the reward of marginal 
amounts of electricity. Yet the 
Tipaimukh is a symbol of much 
more: ongoing attacks against 
nature and people in the name 
of the Green Revolution. 

Slated to stand almost 500 feet 
high, the Tipaimukh threatens 
to submerge over 106 square 
miles of land, and would be po- 
sitioned over one of the most 
seismically active faults on 
Earth. Especially endangered 
by this huge ecological altera- 
tion are 3,523 square miles of 


diverse terrain where populous 
indigenous communities of the 
Zeliangrong and Hmar peoples 
dwell among bison, sambhar, 
hog deer, the rare hog and ferret 
badgers, and spotted linsangs. 
Arguing that over 30,000 work- 
ers will be brought into the re- 
gion, the dam's directors have 
put forth a plan to relocate the 
indigenous communities, mov- 
ing them from their subsistence 
rice farms to more commercial 
farming areas. 

"Memorandums and letters by 
the score, rallies, sit-in protests, 
blockades, strikes, press releas- 
es, meetings, leaflets and email 
campaigns have all been used..." 
said Dr. R.K. Ranjan Singh, the 
chairman of Citizens Concerned 
for Dams and Development, 
in a statement to World Rivers 
Review. "One wonders what it 
would take for the government 
to listen to the people, and stop 
the dam." 

The day after the demonstra- 
tion in Nungba a one-day sum- 
mit to confront deforestation 
took place in Paris, and the most 
heavily forested nations in the 
world insisted that a plan to save 
the world's forests is in the works. 
Meanwhile, the developed na- 
tions of the world are moving 
their political focus from "dirty" 
energy like fossil fuels, coal and 
oil, to so-called "clean" energy 



such as biomass, nuclear, hydro- 
electric power and wind power, 
not to mention liquid natural 
gas, carbon sequestration, coal 
gasification and so on. As major 
energy corporations gather to in- 
vest more into "renewable ener- 
gy" projects, the less developed 
nations around the world are 


misinformation and repression. 
From Mozambique to Ethiopia, 
green imperislists are preparing 
to sink their teeth into "renew- 
able resources" of biomass, wind, 
water and solar, and are given 
cover by many nations' sup- 
pression of information. One of 
the most egregious "renewable" 


commissioned by international 
finance to embrace the new and 
often untested technologies. The 
hypocrisy is intense. 

Some of the most vulnerable 
sites of exploitation lie in Africa. 
Plans to increase the energy in- 
frastructure of Africa are support- 
ed with immense campaigns of 


projects is the proposed Gibe 3 
Dam, which is being constructed 
on Ethiopia's Omo River. Gibe 3 
is designed to be 720 feet high, 
and would be the tallest dam in 
all of Africa. The dam would dis- 
rupt the entire bioregion of the 
lower Omo Valley up to Kenya's 
continued on next page 


A bureaucracy-loving, creekwater-drinking, finally 
breathing-enough-fresh-air-to-think-clearly wolf goes to 
the ever-dubious EPA, who on March 26 cited their veto author- 
ity under the Clean Water Act (CWA) in a proposal to "significantly 
restrict or prohibit" mountaintop mining at the Spruce No. 1 mine 
in Logan County, West Virgina. The Spruce No. 1 mine, which has 
been tied up in litigation since 2007, is one of the largest mining 
projects ever proposed in central Appalachia. It's impact would bury 
seven miles of streams, destroy over 2000 acres of forest and ruin lo- 
cal water quality for both aquatic species and humans. The EPA has 
only used this power under the CWA 12 times since 1972, claiming, 
"Dude, like, the CWA was totally in our files like 40 years ago, but like, 
I think it got soaked in some coal sludge at this Massey stockholder 
party or something and then, uh, Ted tried to run it through the 
wash and probably forgot about it." 

A comfortable-armchair-sitting, money-counting, thir- 
ty-years-late wolf goes to former Wall Street journal editor Paul 
Craig Roberts for his recent article "US Justice: Welcome to the Mod- 
em American Gulag," in which he reprimands the State for its treatment 
of "radical activists in the environmental, (anti)-globalization, anti- 
nuclear, sustainable agriculture and anarchist movements," claiming 
that they are being unjustly routed into special detention facilities, 
given bogus terrorism charges and scandalously silenced. Mr. Roberts 



ment another hand with some in- 
ing advice, and the EF!f is now 
g||JEy Wt ing stock in Wackenhut Security, 

SL Blackwater, Smith & Wesson, and 

® Synergy Kombucha. 

"IS A popcorn-throwing, 
seat-kicking, monkey- 
wrenching-the-movie- 
Projector wolf to the 
jg increasingly antagonis- 
tic James Cameron, 
ip who has used his re- 

cent movie "Avatar" as a 
bouncy springboard for jumping 
W into the (warming) pool of environ- 
I mentalism. "Anybody that is a global- 
f warming denier at this point in time has 
got their head so deeply up their ass I'm 
not sure they could hear me." Dang James, 
thats great! And remember when Entertain- 
ment Weekly said that "Avatar" is "the perfect 
ecoterrorism recruiting tool" and you replied, 
"Good. Good. I like that one. I consider that 
a positive review. I believe in ecoterrorism." 
Boy did that have us laughing all the way to 
the construction site. But why no PR pitch 
for EF! journal donations or subscriptions? 
t Next time, ok JC? 


gave our move- 
sider trad- 
invest- 


A sludge-drinking, viagra-saturated, prozac -wired, 
lead-poisoned poodle to the oh-so-progressive City of San Fran- 
cisco, who, according to Compendium Newsletter, recently held "com- 
post giveaway” events, where sewage sludge, touted as organic fertilizer, 
has been lovingly supplied to the city's organic farmers and gardeners. 
Some of the EPA's scientists have pointed out that the treated sludge 
can contain trace amounts of almost anything that gets poured down 
the drain, from heavy metals to endocrine disruptors. In this time of 
economic downturn, perhaps Americans should look to sewage fertil- 
izer to supplement those high perscription bills? Xanax Eggplant. Think 
about it. 

A hiding-deep-in-a-winter-hole, reliving-regrettable-de- 
cisions-every-day-for-the-rest-of-eternity poodle to PETA, 

for overlooking the abolition of every manifestation of the ecocidal 
totality under which billions of sentient animals suffer daily, to in- 
stead call for the replacement of Pennsylvania's lovable Punxataw- 
nee Phil with a robot version of the nationally recognized superstar 
groundhog. In respect for the inherent rights of all beings, PETA has 
conceded that if RoboPhil, or "the Philinator," recognizes its shadow 
then it is indeed sentient, and should also be immediately replaced 
with a rock carving of scantily-clad robot PETA activists in cages, or 
Bill Murray. 

A gnarled and vengeful, black-lung-wheezing, mer- 
cury-poisoned, coal-soot-blackened, union-busting, 
mountain-hating poodle to Massey Energy CEO Don Blanken- 
ship who, in a pathetic and obvious PR move, pledged a relatively 
minuscule $1 million towards the relocation of Marsh Fork 



Elementary School, which sits 400 yards 
downslope from a 2.8 billion gallon 
Massey coal sludge impoundment. Not jj 
only has Massey been unresponsive to m 
years of protest as hundreds of asthmat- ™ 
ic children have continued learn- 
ing in coal-dust filled classrooms, 
but the company has fought tooth 
and nail to build an additional coal 
silo next to the school. In 2009, Massey M 
reported coal revenue of $2.3 billion. In Ji 
a recent attempt to diversify the Massey 9 
portfolio, Blankenship offered a bid of 
$30 million to purchase mining and a 
mineral rights to underground brim- M 
stone in the "Red Rock" cliffs along the 1 
Southern boundary of the Seventh Layer 
of Hell. The bid was personally denied by 
Lucifer, who in a press release stated, "This 
is all we have left. How do you think it 
stays so hot down here? Magic? If Massey 
moves in, that's it. No brimstone means I 
no fire and, hell, I wouldn't be surprised if 
he's after my job too, that asshole." 


Page 22 Earth First! Beltane 2010 




Green Capitalism and the Next World Disorder 


continued from page 22 
Lake Turkana — the largest des- 
ert lake in the world. This area 
is home to large populations of 
Nile crocodiles, hippopotamus, 
and over 40 different species 
of fish. An estimated 200,000- 
500,000 people in Ethiopia and 
Kenya would be adversely af- 
fected by the Gibe 3 dam due to 
the interruption of natural flood 
cycles, but only 93 people from 
the area have "officially" been 
consulted, and USAID workers 
have suggested that most locals 
are completely unaware of the 
project's existence. The Ethiopi- 
an government, bolstered by rac- 
ist policies of leading financiers, 
the US and International Mone- 
tary Fund, has withheld informa- 
tion about the dam by attacking 
activists and suppressing close to 
50 activist organizations. 

With other governments un- 
dertaking similar projects, like 
Korea's 4-rivers dam, China's 
Mekong mainstream dam, and 
the Tigris and Euphrates dam, 
the global geo-politics of water 
teeters on the brink of tumul- 
tuous conflict. There is a grow- 
ing force of resistance against 
the energy industry's influence. 
This resistance is charged with 
the energy of people who have 
experienced centuries of "public 
works" projects only to find con- 
stant theft of resources and land. 


Betina Cruz Velasquez, co- 
founder of the People's Front 
in Defense of the Land and Ter- 
ritory (FPDTT) in Oaxaca, Mex- 
ico, explained the situation of 
80,000 people who live in the 
Isthmus of Tehuantepec in an 
interview with the Transnation- 
al Institute: "With the pretext of 
advancing renewable energy, big 
corporations are occupying our 
land with windmills," she said. 
"Agriculture, particularly corn 
plantations, is the essence of our 
region, and will be completely 
displaced by the wind farm proj- 
ects.... Also, the development of 
wind power does not mean that 
other polluting sources of energy 
will be closed, such as hydroelec- 
tric plants. In fact, just the oppo- 
site, there are discussions about 
the installation of a new nuclear 
plant in Mexico." 

To halt the development of 
unwanted wind farms, the FP- 
DTT united with La Otra Cam- 
pana and the Zapatista National 
Liberation Force to occupy land 
slated for development while 
making legal demands to nul- 
lify the land lease contracts. 
Through intense resistance, the 
peoples of Oaxaca regained 400 
hectares of land from the Span- 
ish corporation PRENAL and 
stopped the production of the 
wind park La Venta IV. Since the 
fifteenth annual Conference of 


Parties (COP15) in Copenhagen 
last year, the Inter-American 
Development Bank has offered 
$101 million in credits for wind 
energy in Oaxaca as part of the 
so-called Climate Change Spe- 
cial Program, and the corpo- 
ration, ACCIONA, has already 
been awarded a contract to 
build three new wind farms. Af- 
ter traveling to Copenhagen on 
the Trade to Climate Caravan 
during COP15 to resist false so- 
lutions, Cruz Velasquez insists, 
"I do not place my hopes in Co- 
penhagen, but in the interna- 
tional movement that fights for 
real solutions." 

A big chunk of that interna- 
tional movement converged on 
Cochabamba, Bolivia, for the 
People's World Conference on 
Climate Change and Mother 
Earth Rights from April 19-22 In- 
viting activists from all over the 
world (including your very own 
collective of EF!J journalistas), 
Bolivia brought together a collec- 
tion of international grassroots 
organizations in the name of in- 
digenous rights and environmen- 
tal conservation. The current gov- 
ernment of Bolivia came to pow- 
er in 2004 through revolution 
lead by anarchic assemblages of 
indigenous community councils 
against corporate control of natu- 
ral resources (see Pablo Mamani 
Ramirez's, Microgobiernos de los 


Barrialos). It is calling for a "cli- 
mate court of justice" spurred by 
a global revolt against "the sys- 
tem of capitalist consumerism." 
However, the resistance move- 
ment is not proceeding unhin- 
dered by the West. On April 18, 
the day before the summit, the 
US slashed millions of dollars 
in climate change funds to both 
Bolivia and Ecuador for their op- 
position to the COP. 

The US's actions only prove 
its reactionary stance towards 
environmental change, while 
the gathering in Bolivia dem- 
onstrates a concerted defense 
against the dispossession of 
millions and the degradation 
of vast ecosystems. It is obvi- 
ous that planetary unrest due 
to climate change and false so- 
lutions is already setting the 
tone of our current historical ep- 
och. The question is when and 
where the most propitious sites 
of conflict are situated. The next 
Conference of Parties (COP16) 
will be held in one of the big- 
gest hubs of international eco- 
exploitation, Cancun, Mexico, 
from November 29 to Decem- 
ber 10. Mexico's egregious hu- 
man rights and environmental 
record provides no hope for 
COP16. Resolution of Earth's 
ecological crises can only occur 
from the outside, from collec- 
tive acts of resistance. 


Pieing 101 


by Any Creams Necessary 

You are the Hoi Polloi, the 
master of the world. Perhaps 
you are strolling from your lim- 
ousine to that shmansy hotel 
in Europe for a classic interna- 
tional conference. Perhaps you 
are sitting on a panel, behind a 
sturdy oak table with the most 
respected professionals in your 
industry. We know who you are, 
and we're waiting with our pies 
on the prize. 

From Wile E. Coyote and 
the Marx Brothers to olde time 
Court Jesters and around to 
modern-day activists, piers take 
the cake when it comes to de- 
livering sweet, sweet shame. 
The first recorded pieing hap- 
pened in the 17 th Century, when 
the Spanish politician, Gaspar 
de Guzman Conde de Oliva- 
res, took one in the face from 
a Portugese nationalist scream- 
ing, "Give Portugal back to the 
people!" Since that time, the ter- 
rible scent of lemon marang and 
other flavorful confections has 
lingered around every turn in 
the corridors of power. 

Pieing first emerged onto the 
Earth First! scene in 1988, when 
the Biotic Baking Brigade made 
its first, brazen appearance on 
the pages of the EF! Journal 
(along with then spokesman, 
Simon "Chico" Zapotes), an- 
nouncing their regret of not "de- 
livering a lovely refried-bean pie 
unto the venerated visage of the 
late lamented author [Ed Ab- 
bey]." After a sour response from 
Earth First! co-founder, Howie 
Wolke, the pieing proletariat 
suffered a split, with the Biotic 
Baking Brigade and its creamy 
antics enduring a purge at the 


hands of the Revolutionary Eco- 
terrorist Pie Brigade. In a flaming 
critique sent to the EF! Journal 
via a Dear Shit for Brains letter, 
REPC's Chairman Mikal declared 
"they engage in petty boulange- 
rie hooliganism for the further- 
ance of their hidden agenda and 
are usurpers!" 

For years, the BBB laid down 
its pies until the baddest of brig- 
adiers, Judi Bari, threw down the 
proverbial oven mitt. In 1994, 
Bari and an accomplice pied 
Mark "Golddigger" Goldowitz 
for claiming to be a SLAPP spe- 
cialist, taking money from activ- 
ists and then failing to get them 
out of trouble. Three years later, 
the corrupt CEO of clearcuttin', 
junk bonds dealin' Maxxam, 
David Horowitz, received the 
vengeance of the BBB by way 
of a peach pie to his shiny cra- 
nium. Thus began a pastry bo- 
nanza of high profile pieings, 
flanings and tartings that would 
lay to waste the suits and ties of 
the CEOs of Monsanto, Novar- 
tis, Enron and Chevron as well 
as representatives of the WTO, 
IMF, World Bank and more. 

Which brings us to our first 
important lesson: aim high! No, 
that doesn't .; mean everyone 
should get pied on top of their 
head like Horowitz; in fact, dif- 
ferent people have different 
needs. It means you'd be sur- 
prised at the banquets you can 
get into with a good suit and 
hair cut — when pieing, stick to 
the creme de la creme. 

Which brings us to the sec- 
ond point: when going for that 
tender moment of giddy hu- 
miliation, the BBB prefers vegan 
whipped cream on paper plates 
(unspiced, of course). This will help 



maximize the 
sloosh effect 
with paper 
plates that 
will con- 
form to the 
contours of 
the victim's 
face. Paper 
plates also per- 
form valuable safe- 
ty roles. To quote 
Jude Abbot, "a pie is 
clearly an ineffective 
weapon compared 
to, say, a brick or a bar stool, 
and we should use appropriate 
tools at appropriate tunes... While 
it may be tempting for enter- 
prising first-time pie-slingers to 
wallop a deserving crook smack 
in the kisser with the cream of 
righteousness (in other words, 
to smash the pie in the target's 
face), we would urge caution giv- 
en that the act of throwing the 
pie is significant in and of itself, 
regardless of where or whether it 
hits the mark or how hard." 

While throwing your pie, you 
are going to want a nifty slogan 
(the preferred "it's a good day to 
pie!" has alwaysMvorked well), 
but planning is more than slo- 
gans. Think about multiple piers 
from different angles as well as 
diversion tactics and the great 
escape. Remember as your hoist- 
ing that big apple crumble into 
the dazed face of civilization, "a 
rolling pin gathers no moss." 

It is absolutely essential to re- 
member that, in the words of 
Agent Creamy Genes, who gave 
geneticist Dr. Neil First a face 
full of flan, pieing is a means 
by which "Humor must replace 
fear." In its book, Pie Any Means 
Necessary, the BBB insists, "One 


good day 

aspect of the BBB's campaign 
that distinguishes us from 
other freedom fighters is that 
our weapons of choice hurt 
nothing more than the im- 
age and ego of our targets. Al- 
though we don't claim to be 
"nonviolent" in the proactive 
Gandhian sense, we do claim 
to be "not violent." The prin- 
ciple is simple: If the people 
pie, the leaders will swallow." 
When indulging in a delicious 
pieing plot, you will have to 
consider the victim: is she a 
little old lady? Does she have a 
debilitating spinal disease? Are 
you thinking about approach- 
ing her from behind while 
she's trying to reach out to an 
Anarchist Book Fa... what I'm 
trying to say is, pick on some- 
one your own size (maybe try 
someone who's bigger for the 
pie-up-the-nose effect), and 
make sure that, when pies fly, 
the proof is in the custard. 

This dossier was assembled from 
information provided by the Biotic 
Baking Brigade's book, Pie Any 
Means Necessary. For a copy, check 
out AK Press, akpress.org 
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by Microbe 

"Mere anarchy is loosed upon 
the world, the blood-dimmed 
tide is loosed, and everywhere 
the ceremony of innocence is 
drowned; the best lack all con- 
viction, while the worst are full 
of passionate intensity," wrote 
William Butler Yeats in his 1919 
release, "A Second Coming," dur- 
ing the apocalyptic aftermath of 
World War I. The various plagues 
of civilization are quickening, 
and the "ceremony of inno- 
cence" does seem drowned. But 
the counterpoint to disaster ex- 
ists, and it's especially felt when 
some of the best gather, many of 
whom are anarchists filled with 
powerful convictions and the 
passionate intensity. That is the 
feeling I had in Santa Barbara 
during the Earth First! Organiz- 
ers' Conference and Winter 
Rendezvous. 

The OC and Winter Rondy was 
held in the mountains north of 
Santa Barbara, February 11-15, at 
Spirit Pines, an ecovillage on the 
edge of the Los Padres National 
Forest. The sun shone brightly 
each day, and though afternoon 
and evening winds turned the 
main gathering space/tarp shel- 
ter into a runaway pirate ship 
and played dice with a few tents, 
the weather was golden. Holding 
EF! gatherings on private rather 
than so-called public lands has 
some definite advantages, espe- 
cially in terms of security. There 
was only one road into the place 
that was easily monitored, and 
the po-po needed a warrant to 
enter. Obviously we can assume 
that informants were on hand, 
but knowing the freddies and 
leo's couldn't simply roll right in 
took some of the edge off. 

Thursday through Saturday 
consisted of a series of discus- 
sions and presentations concern- 
ing ongoing movement issues. 
Among the important topics 
discussed were "isms" in the 
radical environmental move- 
ment, dealing with informers, 
prisoner support and relocat- 
ing the Earth First! Journal. 
On "isms," those present were 
unanimous in holding that dis- 
crimination based on ethnicity, 
gender and sexual orientation 
has no place in Earth First!, and 
that instances of discrimination 
within the movement must con- 
tinue to be vigorously opposed. 
Concerns were raised about an 
anti-oppression policy that does 


fense to traditional leftist issues. 

Regarding informants, organiz- 
ers consented on a basic statement 
expressing our condemnation 
of informatnts and a serious sub- 
sidiary, clarifying statement. See 
graybox. 

Regarding prisoner support, 
there was agreement that we 
need to step-up letter writing to 
those in the cage. If you are read- 
ing this and you are not corre- 
sponding with a prisoner, we ask, 
why not? Letters are part of the 
lifeline prisoners have, and they 
need us to remind them that we 
continue fighting and we have 
definitely not forgotten them. If 
you're not writing to a prisoner 
now, stop reading this article, go 
to the back pages, find a prisoner 
to correspond with, and send 
them a letter. (Make sure to fol- 
low letter-writing guidelines so 
that the letter reaches them and 
does not contain any content 
that might make matters worse 
for them.) The Journal will still 
be here when you finish, and 
reading this and other articles 
will have that much more mean- 
ing now that you have reached 
out and supported someone. It's 
easy to forget but important to 
remember that Earth and animal 
liberation prisoners have sacri- 
ficed their liberty for the Earth 
and animals. 


EF!. Love songs featured strap- 
ons and mullets; a crazed, na- 
ked swamp monkey from the 
Everglades leaped into the circle 
and nearly carried off one of the 
Dennises (the one whose warrior 
society poetry crackled through 
the night); more awesome 


song by 

named Yellow Bird: "death reg- 
gae on the freeway, in the mar- 
ketplace and where the chil- 
dren play, death reggae, let us 
waste away and celebrate death, 
'cause every day is doomsday." 
WTF? Well, we jumped into ve- 
hicles to leave the spirit pines 



EFIers get rowdy for the Earth at the Gaviota Oil Heating Facility. 


poetry from Karen, Nettle 
and others deepened connec- 
tions we all feel with the land 
and our relations. There were 
incorrigible bears cracking up at 
the writing of Florida Power and 
Light CEO's editorial condemn- 
ing Everglades Earth First! reaf- 
firmed exactly why we continue 
fighting. But above all were the 
fierce howls for Marie, Sadie, Ex- 
ile, Eric, Jonathan, Daniel and 


The 2010 Earth First! Organizers' Conference consented on this 
position statement: 

Earth First! will not associate with, and will ostracize, informants. 

Examples include: . 

— Informants not being welcomed at Earth First! gatherings, 
events, meetings, campaigns and actions; 

— Informants not using the Earth First! Journal of Earth First! 
related online communication to do campaign work. 

If informants attempt to re-integrate into other activist groups, we 
will identify them and expose their history as informants. 

We recognize that people associating with informants compromises 
our solidarity with non-cooperating individuals, and jeopardizes our 
collective security. 


The other main issue that 
came up with prisoners is that 
supporting them does not end 
with the completion of their 
sentence. People coming out of 
prison need help on everything 
from dealing with parole issues, 
including employment and a 
permanent residence, to having 
a quiet place to chill out and try 
to deal with the psychological 
aftermath of incarceration. Fi- 
nally, as discussed on the next 
page, we discussed a plan to 
de-centalize aspects of the EF! 



not include speciesism. Also, 
some organizers were exces- 
sively concerned that socio- 
economic issues and the war 
threatened to shift the focus of 
EF! away from wilderness de- 


A view of the camp-out from a far 

Journal, as well as the proposal 
to move the Journal office from 
Tucson to the Everglades. 

Saturday night was the night 
to howl. It proved again what 
incredible talent, creativity, and 


our other friends who the cor- 
porate-state has imprisoned for 
their dedication to stopping the 
war against the natural world. 

Sunday consisted of workshops 
ranging from radical mycology to 
basic blockades to pirate radio to 
EF! and the student movement. 
As usual, presenters were spit- 
ting radical facts and figures and 
rallying newer folks to a cause 
greater than themselves. 

Santa Barbara is occupied Chu- 
mash land, and I want to send a 
personal and collective thanks to 
Monique Sonoquie, a Chumash 
woman leading the struggle to 
preserve the Husahkiw-Chumash 
wind caves, a sacred site of the 
Chumash people. Monique took 
time out to come to the gather- 
ing and talk about this issue and 
how it affects the Chumash and 
their connection to the land and 
their ancestors. 

After the Rondy, a series of ac- 
tions took place focusing on the 
proposal to expand oil drilling 
off the Santa Barbara coast. EF! 
Rondy actions always have that 
weird mix of celebratory joy and 
a funeral dirge, since they often 
involve leaving the mountains 
and heading to Babylon. In this 
case, leaving Spirit Pines and 


behind and reconnoitered at Mi- 
chael Jackson's Neverland Ranch 
(I shit you not). Then we visited 
the Gaviota facility where off- 
shore oil is refined. After that 
we visited the Santa Barbara 
Environmental Defense Center 
(EDC) and left a calling card. 
EDC is accepting money from 
the Texas oil development firm, 
Plains Exploration and Pro- 
duction (PXP), in exchange for 
its blessing to slant drill into 
state waters in the Tranquillon 
Ridge north of Santa Barbara. 
After the Rondy action some 
dumbass accused Earth First! 
of pouring oil on EDC's earth 
flag. That was molasses, as con- 
firmed by some sugar deprived 
EFIers who licked some "oil" 
off EDC's wall. 

After EDC we took our mes- 
sage to the pier and to a local 
outdoor mall, where locals and 
tourists were briefly awakened 
from their ignorant slumbers 
to the fact that more oil drill- 
ing would further pollute their 
coast. If one can perceive for a 
moment the world beyond their 
own addled ego, it is easy to see 
that in the endgame of civiliza- 
tion, every day is doomsday. 

If you're thinking 1 have for- 
gotten something in this article, 
then you're right on two fronts. 
Most importantly, I have not yet 
acknowledged the EF! crew in 
Santa Barbara. Y'all are fucking 
awesome! The location was mag- 
ic, the food was excellent, any- 
thing that anyone needed was at 
hand, and any time you asked, a 
welcoming, friendly SB EF!er was 
there to help. We should never 
forget that this uncompromising 
type of mutual aid and good will 
is also what helps make Earth 
First! unique. To Alex, Emily, 
Mike, Carleigh, Steve, and all 
the SB EFiers whose name my 
sleep-challenged brain is forget- 
ting right now, a million thanks 
and hugs. Also, I am sure I have 
forgotten to include numerous 
workshops and other folks who 
made the OC/Winter Rondy 
a great success. Jelly rolls and 
atomic slugs to everybody! 

Microbe likes how the sun plays 
on the surfaces of dilapidated 
buildings and crumbling freeway 
off-ramps. 
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When Talks Turn into Action 


by Nettle 

During the 2010 Earth First! 
Organizers Conference the EF! 
Journal Collective arrived with 
a proposal to decentralize as- 
pects of the whole operation. 
The proposal was well-received 
by those who hold a long-term 
investment in the EF! Journal, 
our movement and the future 
of both as we approach our 30th 
anniversary. 

Decentralizing discussions 
began in the Journal office after 
the Summer 2010 Round River 
Rendezvous, flourishing from 
dialog about how simple restruc- 
turing could switch-up the work 
load of the EF! Journal Collec- 
tive, giving us more time to fo- 
cus on the main components of 
the publication. Some aspects of 
the proposal we presented have 
been incorporated into a larger 
timeline to relocate the EF! Jour- 
nal office to the Florida Ever- 
glades. Here is the breakdown 
from our end. 

The main aspects we 
have been looking to out- 
source are the distribu- 
tion of merchandise, re- 
designing and maintain- 
ing the website, housing 
and fundraising. 

In August 2009 we out- 
sourced the distribution gplliS 
of Earth First! merchan- 
dise to The Gloo Factory; 
www.peacesupplies.org, a lo- 
cal, radical print shop in 
Tucson that has printed 
EF! trinkets and t-shirts for 


20 years. Be sure to check out the 

WWW.EARTHFIRSTJOUTNAL.ORG Store for 

new additions. 

Here's a question: how do a 
bunch of psydo-Luddites figure 
out what is best when it comes to 
creating a decent website? The EF! 
Journal website has been a heavily 
debated topic for years. Ideas of 
ditching the printed EF! Journal for 
a web-only news source have been 
discussed and (luckily) squashed, 
but the need for the EF! Journal 
website to evolve is a difficult one 
to cmsh. The re-designed EF! Jour- 
nal website will be a more regularly 
updated, open-source publishing 
site for news and actions world- 
wide. Currently, a group of folks 
are in dialog about these plans, 
which also include the introduc- 
tion of regional newsletters. A 
new site is on the horizon and 
will launch in time to celebrate 30 
years of the EF! Journal and the EF! 
movement this Winter. Thanks to 
all who have their hands on this 
awesome project! 


This may come as a surprise 
to some, but the information 
contained in back issues of the 
EF! Journal are sought after by 
achedemics, writers, historians 
and documentarians all over 
the world. However, the EF! 
Journal archive currently lives 
in cold, hard boxes. The ar- 
chive is a amazing stockpile of 
information, but it should be in 
the hands of other EF!ers who 
have more time to make the ar- 
chive an active resource for the 
world. Luckily, a couple dedi- 
cated EF!ers are excited to take 
on this project. With a full digi- 
tal archive, the ground-breaking 
campaign work, close coverage 
on biodiversity and all actions 
putting the Earth first (as well as 
the hilarious sections, intimate 
poetry and beloved songs) will 
be accessible to anyone. 

With these projects under- 
way, the EF! Journal Collective is 
reassured that we will have more 
time to devote to the publica- 
tion and finances. 

Earth First! is as unique as 
every endangered species whose 
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life has become a record on a 
sheet of paper. The Earth First! 
Journal is here to present infor- 
mation without the bullshit and 
watered-down-gr e en-washed- 
hooplah that most of the 
worlds media choose to present. 
As Earth Firstlers we are here to 
defend the living rights of all 
things wild! 

The EF! Journal Collective of 
recent years has been thinking 
that it's time to put this old beast 
on wheels and roll it outta town. 
Traditionally, the EF! Journal has 
some sense of transient roots, 
and to be honest, the Journal is 
itching to get out of the desert 
(though, has cherished its time 
here, sweating it out). 

The following article is a pro- 
posal from Everglades EF! to be 
the new care-givers. So far, we 
have had a lot of dialog about the 
move, and it feels good to know 
that talks are turning into action. 

The big kicker: a lot of support 
is needed in the coming year — 
from EF! groups all over, as well as 
from our readers and those who 
feel that the EF! Journal is among 
the most important sourc- 
es of independent and 
radical media available. 
A special thanks to every- 
one who has been able to 
make a donation recently! 
Without you we are flap- 
pin' our fins on dry sands, 
gasping for a drop of wa- 
ter. With your support 
we are able to work hard, 
doing what we love, con- 
fident that the EF! Journal 
continues to be utilized by 
this ever-evolving move- 
ment of direct action and 
deep ecology. 
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Here it is in brief: Move the 
office of the Earth First! Journal 
from Tuscon, Arizona to Lake 
Worth, Florida; change it from 
six publications to a quarterly, 
bound journal; reorganize the 
scope and focus of the content 
from news and updates to more 
movement strategy and analysis, 
with a stronger focus on ecology. 
News and direct action reports 
get shifted to a printable PDF 
published eight times a year — 
which is bottom-lined, along 
with the website and archive — 
by other Earth First! Collectives. 

Background on Lake Worth, 
Florida 

Somewhere between a full 
scale rebellion in the swamps 
and your grandfather's hospice 
care by the sea, you'll find the 
cozy little beach town called 
Lake Worth. If the surrounding 
sprawl numbs your wild spirit, 
the panthers, gators, crocs and 
bears, blood-sucking mosquitoes, 
millions of acres of inhospitable 
swamp and sweltering heat will 
call it back. It's also the stomp- 
ing ground of Everglades Earth 
First!, and hosts endless sup- 
plies of mangoes, coconuts, and 
starfruit. Lake Worth is 70 miles 
north of Miami, 60 miles west 
of the Bahamas, 30 miles south 
of the wild Loxahatchee River, 
18 miles east of the Everglades, 
and 132 miles from the Skunk 


Ape Research Headquarters in 
Ochopee. The town boasts an an- 
archist radical cheerleader elect- 
ed as city commissioner and a 
mayor infamous for working in 
the wild dolphin trafficking in- 
dustry. 

Changing the Publication 
Cycle and the Format of the 
Earth First! Journal 

The idea is to take the 
EF! Journal to a true quarterly 
publication, printing a bound 
copy; something that sits on a 
shelf, in a pack or a cargo pock- 
et more like a soft bound book. 
Cutting the EF! Journal from six 
to four publications a year will 
potentially free up money to 
cover the extra costs of print- 
ing in this manner and free up 
the collective to spend more 
time on a single issue, which 
will also benefit content. The 
four issues of the Earth First! 
Journal will come out on cross- 
quarter days (approximately 
the beginning of February, 
May, August and November). 
News and updates will be posted 
to the Earth First! website and for- 
matted by a different EF! collective 
into a PDF newsletter to come out 
eight times a year on the Pagan 
calendar. 

Our List of Demands 

We will fund raise the money 
necessary to transport the EF! 


Journal to Lake Worth. Our cur- 
rent estimate is $3,000. However, 
we want the Earth First! move- 
ment to significantly help come 
up with the money sufficient to 
print and mail the first Florida 
edition and fund the collective 
that works on it through that 
period. Our estimate is $15,000 
for production costs. That's a lot 
of fucking money, y'all — fifteen 
grand! Where will it all come 
from? Did you subscribe for 
this thing your holding in your 
hands? If not, it's time to start! 
As it stands, the EF! Journal Col- 
lective often goes unpaid. Our 
proposal demands a concerted 
effort to change this. We do not 
want to take on a movement 
publication that is not actively 
supported financially by the 
movement. 

We also want to be able to 
focus more time on bringing 
money in and have ideas for 
new fund-raising efforts, such as 
the formation of an Earth First! 
Speakers' Bureau operating out 
of the new EF! Journal office, for 
coordinating roadshows, paid 
presentations and increased ta- 
bling opportunities. We intend 
to bust our asses here in Florida 
and ask you to do your part to 
renew the public face of Earth 
First! anyone interested in step- 
ping up their involvement 
has many options for projects 
that need your support. Get in 


touch with the EF! Journal Col- 
lective or Everglades EF! for more 
information. 

Yes, the Earth First! Journal 
is getting older— 30 years — and 
moving to Florida. But we are 
not inviting it down to the sub- 
tropics for an early retirement. 
We realize the paper is on its 
way out of a long, hard Saturn 
Return (according to Seventeen 
magazine) and we want to see 
the publication come into its 
prime here in this global hot- 
spot of biodiversity, deep in 
the belly of global capitalism, 
nurturing a budding resistance 
to industrial civilization from 
here in the swamps. 

About the Future EF! Journal 
Collective 

In case you ain't already 
heard, the lawless troglodytes 
of South Florida's Earth First! 
community are the rootinist, 
tootinist swamp anarchists this 
side of the Brazilian Pantanal. 
We are currently working to 
make "In Solidarity with the 
Swamp" the new rallying call 
stenciled on banners around the 
world. We ask folks to remem- 
ber that while we all descend 
from those who crawled out of 
the primordial muck so long 
ago, it still ain't too late to come 
on down to Florida and crawl 
back in. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle — Support Them! 



'iinti 


,, x The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and prisoi 
worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vaiy according to individual prism 
monetary donations, stamps, books or packages, ask prisoners what the regulations are 
authorities read everything you write to a prisoner. When prisoners are awaiting tt 
it is best not to discuss their cases or related topics with them. Although some pi 
together, they must be written to separately. Prisoners can obtain a discounted si 
gi EF! Journal by sending a book of 10 42c stamps to POB 3023, Tucson. AZ S5702 
7y want to sponsor a prisoner's subscription should send $20 to the same address. 


SOME FALL PRISONERTOTHEIR ACTIONS 


■ ymmsccs 


SOME FALL PRISONER TOTHEIR INACTION 


Prisoner and Legal 
Updates 

•Carolyn Feldman released 
from jail. Was being held for re- 
sisting a Grand Jury investigation. 

• Four activists have been 
arrested in Mexico on charges 
related to animal liberation 
and property destruction. Their 
names and e-mail addresses are: 
Diego Alonzo (rabiayaccion@mac. 
hush.com), Adrian Magdaleno- 
Gonzalez (libertadparaadrian@ 
hushmail.me), Abraham Lopez 
Martinez (cna.mex@gmail.com), 
Emmanuel Hernandez Hernan- 
dez (cna.mex@gmail.com). 

•Kevin Oliff, #1300931, TTCF 
161 D-Pod, 450 Bauchet St., 
Los Angeles, CA 90012, USA. 
Pleaded no contest to charges 
of stalking for protesting vivi- 
section. His plea agreement is 
for a three year sentence, but 
he may get out in mid-October 
with good behavior and time 
served. 

•Lauren Gazzola released to a 
halfway house. Write to her c/o 
CCM Philidelphia Community 
Corrections Office, 2nd & Chest- 
nut St. — 7th FL, Philadelphia, 
PA 19106. Serving 4.5 years for 
conspiracy charges stemming 
from her work with SHAC. For 
more information, visit www.sup- 

PORTLAUREN.COM. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, 
SCI Greene, 175 Progress Dr, 
Waynesburg, PA 15370, USA. 
Awaiting resentencing to either 
life in prison or death. Abu-Ja- 
mal, a politically active journal- 
ist, was framed for the murder of 
a cop in 1981. For more informa- 
tion, Visit WWW.FREEMUMIA.ORG. 

•Daniele Casalini, Casa 
Circondariale, Via Burla 59, 
43100-Parma PR, Italy. Await- 
ing trial for allegedly using ex- 
plosives to damage power lines. 
Casalini is a member of II Sil- 
vestre, an Italian eco-anarchist 
group and frequent target of 
state repression. 

•Francesco Gioia, Via Casale 
50/a, 15040 San Michele (AL). 
Awaiting trial for allegedly 
using explosives to damage 
power lines. Gioia is a member 
of II Silvestre. 

•John Graham, Pennington 
County Jail, 307 St Joseph 
Street, Rapid City, SD 57701, 
USA, Awaiting trial on murder 
charges. Graham was framed 
by the FBI for the 1975 mur- 
der of fellow American In- 
dian Movement (AIM) activist 


Anna Mae Pictou-Aquash. 

•Bryan Griffiths, XW8892, 
HMP Hewell, Hewell Lane, 
Redditch, B97 6QS, UK. A 
hunt monitor on remand who 
is falsely accused of murdering 
a hunt supporter following a 
tragic accident. Griffiths was 
monitoring a hunt when he 
landed to refuel. A hunt sup- 
porter was hit by the helicop- 
ter and died. Despite this being 
a clear accident, Griffiths has 
been charged with murder. 

•Luke Steele, WJ4308, HMP 
Lincoln, Greetwell Rd, Lin- 
coln, LN2 4BD, UK. Awaiting 
trial on three charges related 
to interfering with animal re- 
search on a rabbit farm. 

Animal Liberation 

•J on Ablewhite, TB4885, and 
Kerry Whitburn, TB4886, HMP 
Lowdham Grange, Lowdham, 
Nottingham, NG14 7DA, UK. 
Serving 12 years for conspiracy 
to blackmail a supplier of guinea 
pigs for vivisection. 

•Dan Amos, VN7818, HMP 
Winchester, Romsey Rd, Win- 
chester, S022 5DF, UK. Amos is 
serving four years for conspiracy 
to blackmail people linked to 
Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS). 
For more information, visit www. 
myspace.com/supportdan. 

•Gregg Avery, TA7450, HMP 
Coldingley, Shaftesbury Road, 
Bisley, Woking, Surrey, GU24 
9EX, UK. Serving nine years for 
conspiracy to blackmail people 
linked to HLS. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.myspace.com/ 

SHACUKPRISONERSUPPORT. 

•Natasha Avery, NR8987, 
HMP Send, Ripley Road, Wok- 
ing, Surrey, GU23 7LJ, UK. 
Serving nine years for conspir- 
acy to blackmail people linked 
to Huntingdon Life Sciences. 
Visit www.myspace.com/shacukpris- 

ONERSUPPORT. 

•Mel Broughton, TN9138, 
HMP Woodhill, Tattenhoe Street, 
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK4 4DA, 
UK. Serving 10 years for conspir- 
acy to commit arson in connec- 
tion with the campaign against 
Oxford University's primate lab. 
For more information, visit www. 
myspace.com/supportmel. 

•Dean Caine WJ 4309 HMP 
Preston, 2 Ribbleton Lane, 
Lancashire, PR1 5AB, England. 
Jailed for breaching parole 
conditions whilst on parole for 
three charges related to inter- 
fering with animal research on 
a rabbit farm. 

•Jacob Conroy, #93501-011, 


FCI Terminal Island, POB 3007, 
San Pedro, CA 90731, USA. 
Serving four years for conspir- 
acy charges stemming from his 
work with Stop Huntingdon 
Animal Cruelty (SHAC). For 
more information, visit www. 

SUPPORTJAKE.ORG. 

•Donald Currie, A3660AA, 
HMP Parkhurst, Clissold Rd, 
Newport, Isle of Wight, POB 30 
5NX, UK. Serving an "indefinite 
sentence" of at least six years — 
with no fixed release date or 
upper limit — for arson against 
targets linked to the vivisec- 
tion industry. 

•Alex Hall, Inmate #2009- 
06304, 800 West State St. Da- 
vis County Jail, 800 West State 
St., Farmington, UT 84025, 
USA. Recently plead guilty to 
charges related to being ac- 
cused of raiding a mink farm. 

•Gavin Medd-Hall, WV9475, 
HMP Coldingley, Shaftesbury 
Road, Bisley, Woking, Surrey, 
GU24 9 EX, UK. Serving eight 
years in connection with the 
campaign against HLS. 

•Kevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, 
Unit I, FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, 
Sandstone, MN 55072, USA. 
Serving six years for conspiracy 
charges stemming from his work 
with SHAC. For more informa- 
tion, Visit WWW.SUPPORTKEVIN.COM. 

•PI Noordsingle, Peter Jan- 
sen 5102880, Potbus 37066, 
3005 LB Rotterdam. Accused of 
freeing mink from a fur farm. 

.•Heather Nicholson, VM4859, 
HMP Foston Hall, Foston, Derby, 
Derbyshire DE65 5DN, UK. Serv- 
ing 11 years for conspiracy to 
blackmail people linked to HLS. 
For more information, visit www. 
myspace.com/shacukprisonersupport. 

•Lewis Pogson A6454AK, HMP 
Lincoln, 106 Greetwell Road, Lin- 
coln, LN2 4BD, England. Serving 3 
years for rescuing 129 rabbits from 
Highgate Farm. 

•John Smith, TB4887, HMP 
Lindholme, Bawtry Road, Hatfield 
Woodhouse, Doncaster, DN7 6EE, 
UK. Serving 12 years for attempt- 
ing to blackmail a farmer who sup- 
plied guinea pigs for vivisection. 

•William James Viehl, Inmate 
#2009-05735, Davis County Jail, 
800 West State St., Farmington, 
UT 84025, USA. Sentenced to two 
years, having pleaded guilty to 
raiding a mink farm. 

•Dan Wadham, A5705AA, 
HMP Camp Hill, Newport, isle 
of Wight, PO30 5PB,UK. Serv- 
ing five years in connection 
with the campaign against HLS. 

•Sarah Whitehead, VM7684, 


HMP Bronzefield, Woodthorpe 
Rd, Ashford, Middlesex, TW15 
3JZ, UK. Serving 15 months for 
burglary charges after rescuing 
an abused beagle from a danger- 
ous home and nine additional 
months from a prior suspended 
sentence for rescuing more than 
100 animals from a pet breeder 
who was later prosecuted for 
animal abuse. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.myspace.com/ 

SUPPORTSARAH. 

•Kerry Whitburn TB4886, 
HMP Lowdham, Nottingham, 
NG14 7DA, England. Serving 12 
years for attempting to black- 
mail a farmer who supplied 
guinea pigs for vivisection. 

Ecodefense 

•Grant Barnes, #137563, San 
Carlos Correctional Facility, 
POB 3, Pueblo, CO 81002, USA. 
Serving 12 years for the Earth 
Liberation Front (ELF) arson 
of SUVs. For more information, 

Visit GRANTBARNES.WORDPRESS.COM. 

•Nathan "Exile" Block, #36359- 
086, FCI Lompoc, 3600 Guard 
Rd, Lompoc, CA 93436, USA. 
Serving nearly eight years for 
ELF arsons at an SUV dealer- 
ship and a hybrid poplar farm. 

•Marco Camenisch, Post- 
fach 3143, CH-8105 Regens- 
dorf, Switzerland. Serving 18 
years for using explosives to tar- 
get nuclear facility power lines 
and for the alleged murder of a 
Swiss border guard. Camenisch 
reads French, German, Spanish 
and Italian fluently, as well as 
some English. 

•Marie Mason, #04672-061, 
FCI Waseca, Federal Correc- 
tional Institution, POB 1731, 
Waseca, MN 56093, USA. Serv- 
ing 21 years and 10 months for 
a series of ELF actions against 
genetic engineering and de- 
velopment. For more informa- 
tion, Visit WWW.FREEMARIE.ORG. 

•Eric McDavid, #16209-097, 
FCI Victorville Medium I, POB 
5300, Adelanto, CA 92301, 
USA. Serving 19.5 years for 
conspiracy to destroy the US 
Forest Service's Institute of 
Forest Genetics, a cell-phone 
tower and power plants. For 
more information, visit www. 

SUPPORTERIC.ORG. 

•Daniel McGowan, #63794- 
053, USP Marion, POB 1000, 
Marion, IL 62959, USA. Serv- 
ing seven years for ELF arsons 
at a lumber company and a 
hybrid poplar farm. For more 
information, visit www.sup- 

PORTDANIEL.ORG. 
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Mountain Justice Summer Training 
Camp 2010 

May 27-June 6 
Letcher County, Kentucky 
Mountain Justice Summer is both a call to 
action and a request for help from the peo- 
ple of the Appalachian Mountains. Join 300- 
500 people at this year's camp for a week of 
activities focused on fighting mountaintop 
removal mining with well-known speakers 
and coalfield residents. We will offer work- 
shops and skill trainings led by experienced 
activists, tours of mountaintop removal 
mines, live music, tree-climbing, bonfires 
and fun! www.mountainjusticesummer.org 

2010 Bash Back! Convergence 

May 27-30 
Denver, Colorado 

This year's Bash Back Convergence will 
focus on building connections between 
struggles. Workshops and discussions with 
queer radicals from all over will help devel- 
op better movement dynamics and ideas 
for the future, www.bashback2010.org 

Montreal Anarchist Bookfair 

May 29-30 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
No gods, no masters, no bosses, no borders. 
Curious about anarchism? Check us out! 
Participants from all over Quebec and 
North America, booksellers and vendors, 
workshops, films, discussions, kids activi- 
ties, art exhibits and more! The Bookfair is 
a space for people to meet, network, learn 
and share in a spirit of respect and solidarity. 

WWW.ANARCHISTBOOKFAIR.CA 

Call Out for Experienced BFC Volunteers 

Summer 2010 

Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming 
Hey all you buffalovers, BFC volunteers are 
currently in the field before sun up and until 
well after dark monitoring the highways and 
landscape. We are spreading the few experi- 
enced volunteers very thin. This is a call to any 
and all experienced volunteers to return to the 
land of the last wild bison and join us again in 
our efforts to stop the harassment and slaugh- 
ter. volunteer@buffalofieldcampaign.org 

Call for Advocacy Delegations to 
Sacred Lands 

Summer 2010 

California, US Southwest, Navajo Nation 


Calling all women advocates with a pas- 
sion for environmental justice! Women at- 
torneys, advocates, law students and mem- 
bers of the legal profession are invited to 
join a Women's Earth Alliance Advocacy 
Delegation in 2010. An unparalleled oppor- 
tunity to meet and collaborate with indig- 
enous women on the frontlines of environ- 
mental justice campaigns in North America. 

WWW.W0MENSEARTHALLIANCE.ORG 

Anti-Authoritarian Gathering 

June 3-6, 

Medan, North Sumatra, Indonesia 

This is an opportunity for the anarchist 
and anti-authoritarian movement in Indo- 
nesia to meet up. There has not been an 
archipelago-wide meeting for three years 
and never outside Java island. People who 
encounter anti-authoritarian ideas in differ- 
ent ways can meet each other and see what 
connections might arise from these en- 
counters. antiotoritarian2010@gmail.com 

The Outdoor Skillshare 

June 18-21 
Rural Scotland 

An exciting weekend of workshops and 
skillsharing in rural Scotland. Come and 
learn: climbing and rope access, build- 
ing tree houses, tunnelling, cooking for 
the masses, knot-tying, fire-lighting, 
wild foods and more! We want to focus 
on the skills needed to occupy and de- 
fend land with a weekend-long event. 
outdoorskillshare.noflag.org.uk 

Wild Roots Feral Futures/ High Country 
EF! Gathering 

June 19-26 
Southwest Colorado 

We will be focusing on many things, in- 
cluding, but by no means limited to: anar- 
chist theory and praxis, unpacking privi- 
lege, decolonization, re-wilding, ancestral 
skills, indigenous solidarity, direct action, 
forest defense, security culture, civil dis- 
obedience, hand to hand combat, survival 
skills, evasion tactics, green anarchism, 
anti-civ, post-civ, star watching and naviga- 
tion, maps and orienteering, shelter build- 
ing and whatever you care to bring and 
provide, www.feralfutures.8logspot.com. Join 
us for the High Country EF! discussions from 
June 24-25 to discuss direction and strategy as a 
state-wide and bioregional eco-defense network. 


Animal Rights 2010 

July 15-19 
Alexandria, Virgina 

Animal Rights 2010 reflects America's 
continuing concern with terror. Indeed, it 
is dedicated to exposing and challenging 
the terror perpetrated every day against 
billions of innocent, sentient nonhuman 
animals. The four-day program features 
nearly 100 presenters from more than 60 or- 
ganizations and several countries, represent- 
ing virtually all sectors of our movement. 
www.arconference.org 

G20 Protests 

June 25-27 
Toronto, Ontario 

You didn't think Riot 2010 was over yet, 
did you? The G20 will be descending upon 
the part of Turtle Island now known as To- 
ronto. The secretive meetings will be attend- 
ed by the heads of state and financial minis- 
ters of the twenty most powerful economies 
and the managers of global financial institu- 
tions. Join us in Toronto for an anti-capitalist, 
anti-authoritarian, anti-colonial, anti-racist, 
anti-patriarchy, anti-ableist and queer posi- 
tive convergence! attacktheroots.net 
email: shutdowntheG20@resist.ca 

Resistance for a Nuclear Free Future 

July 3-5 

Maryville College, Tennessee 
The Nuclear Resister, Nukewatch and the 
Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance 
invite you to join us for a national gather- 
ing, culminating with nonviolent anti-nu- 
clear direct action, and declare our indepen- 
dence from nuclear weapons and nuclear 
power. Join as we educate and energize our- 
selves throughout a weekend of networking, 
music, speakers, celebration, workshops, 
community, nonviolence training and non- 
violent action, nukewatch.com 

Trans A Womyn's Action Camp! 

July 7-12 

Cascadia bio-region 

TWAC is a gathering of eco-activists 
who are also working to bring down pa- 
triarchy. The gathering aims to create and 
empowering environment where gender- 
minority folk will be able to share skills, 
stories and experiences. We are putting 
a call out for workshop presenters and 
trainers, twac@riseup.net 


•Steve James Murphy, 
0910300841, Central Detern- 
tion Center, 630 East Rialto 
Ave., San Bernardino, CA 
92408. Accused of involve- 
ment in an attempted arson on 
a town house construction site 
in 2006. For more information 
visit www.supportsteve.org 

•Jonathan Paul #07167-085, 
FCI Phoenix, 37910 N 45th 
Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85086, USA. 
Serving 4.25 years for the Ani- 
mal Liberation Front/ELF arson 
of a horse slaughterhouse and 
meat-packing plant. For more 
information, visit www.support- 
jonathan.org. 

•Michael Sykes, #696693, Michi- 
gan Reformatory, 1342 West Main 
Street, Ionia, MI 48846, USA. Serv- 
ing four to 10 years for the arson 
of two newly constructed condo- 
miniums, trying to chop down an 
80-foot utility pole and attempting 
to chisel through cement in his jail 
cell. For more information, visit sup- 

POFnTWCHAEL.WORDPRESS.COM. 

•Briana Waters, #36432-086, 
FCI Danbury, Route 37, Dan- 
bury, CT 06811, USA. Serving 
six years for the ELF arson of 
the University of Washington's 
Center for Urban Horticulture. 
Waters insists she was not in- 
volved. For more information, 
visit www.supportbriana.org. 


•Joyanna "Sadie" Zacher, 
#36360-086, FCI Dublin, Camp 
Parks, Unit E, 5701 8th St, Dublin, 
CA 94568, USA. Serving nearly 
eight years for ELF arsons at an 
SUV dealership and a hybrid pop- 
lar farm. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, 
USP Lewisburg, POB 1000, Lew- 
isburg, PA 17837, USA. Serving 
life in prison after being framed 
for the deaths of two FBI agents 
killed during the 1975 Pine 
Ridge siege. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.freepeltier.org. 

•Byron Shane of Chubbock© 
Clan, #07909051, FCI Talla- 
dega, POB 1000, Talladega, 
Alabama, North America. 
Serving 80 years for aggra- 
vated assault of federal agents, 
escape and bank robbery. "Oso 
Blanco" funneled money that 
he stole from banks to the Za- 
patista Army of National Lib- 
eration in Mexico. 

Move 

The MOVE 9, members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, were framed for 
the murder of a cop and sentenced 
to 30-100 years each. For more in- 
formation, Visit WWW.ONAMOVE.COM. 

•Debbie Sims Africa, 
#006307, Janet Holloway 
Africa, #006308, and Janine 


Phillips Africa, #006309, SCI 
Cambridge Springs, 451 Fuller- 
ton Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 
16403, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, 
#AM4973, and Charles Sims 
Africa, #AM4975, SCI Grater- 
ford, POB 244, Graterford, PA 
19426, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, 
#AM4974, SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea 
Rd, Frackville, PA 17932, USA. 

•William Phillips Africa, 
#AM4984, and Delbert Orr Af- 
rica, #AM4985, SCI Dallas, Fol- 
lies Rd, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 
18612, USA. 

Other Political Prisoners 

•Matt DePalma, #14126-041, 
FCI Fairton POB 420 Fairton, NJ 
08320. Sentenced to three and a 
half years in prison for unlaw- 
ful possession of destructive 
devices at the 2008 Republican 
National Convention 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915, 
CCC 3151 Litton Dr, Chillicuthe, 
MO 64601, USA. Before receiv- 
ing a life sentence in the early 
1990s for shooting a stalker in 
self-defense, Thompson was ac- 
tive in animal rights and envi- 
ronmental campaigns. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231- 
045, FMC Carswell, Admin Max 
Unit, POB 27137, Ft. Worth, TX 


76127, USA. Serving nearly nine 
years for violating her parole by 
dumping a cup of red paint over 
the security apparatus of a fed- 
eral court and making warnings 
("threats") of weapons of mass 
destruction. In 2004, Woodson 
completed 20 years for disarm- 
ing a Minuteman II missile 
silo with a jackhammer, mailing 
warning letters with bullets in- 
side to officials, and robbing a 
bank and burning the money. 

Prisoner Support Groups 
•Earth Liberation Pris- 
oners Support Network, 
elp4321@hotmail.com; www. 
spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•National Jericho Move- 
ment, POB 1272, New York, 
NY 10013, USA; www.thej- 
erichomovement.com. ’ 

•North American Earth Lib- 
eration Prisoners Support Net- 
work, naelpsn@mutualaid.org; 

WWW.ECOPRISONERS.ORG. 

It is the aim of the Earth 
First! Journal Collective to 
provide accurate information 
about the prisoners included 
in this directory. Contact 
the us about inaccuracies, 
updated information or 
other requests to: collective® 
earthfirstjoumal.org. 
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Reviews 


Where only the stronc survive 


A Look at MTR 

Dragline, photo essay by Anterim Caskey, 
2009. 

Action is an emotional response, a gut re- 
action to anger and inspiration. Sometimes 
a song or story shared around the campfire 
creates desire for action. In the case of Drag- 
line, a photo essay on the battle over moun- 
taintop removal (MTR) in West Virginia, it's 
raw images of environmental devastation — 
and the resistance against 
it — that calls us to the 
frontlines. 

Released in January in 
collaboration with the Cli- 
mate Ground Zero (CGZ) 
direct action campaign, 

Dragline is a devastating vi- 
sual journey into southern 
West Virginia, where activ- 
ists battle Massey Energy 
and other mining giants 
that blow up mountains to 
extract coal. 

Each turn of the over- 
sized pages reveals the 
world of MTR: lush moun- 
tains slated for destruction, 
enraged locals forced to drink contaminated 
water, swaths and valleys of gray carved 
stone where mountains once stood. The im- 
ages leach like mercury into the heart. 

Such imagery — and the stories behind 
it — inspired author Anterim Caskey to take 
action. She embedded herself with CGZ in 
2008 after taking 20 trips to West Virginia 
to report on MTR. From CGZ lockdowns on 
mining equipment to locals confronting pol- 
iticians, Caskey covers a broad range of ac- 
tion. Well-known activists like Judy Bonds, 
Maria Gunnoe and Larry Gibson each make 
dramatic appearances. 

Context could have strengthened the im- 
pact of Dragline. For example, Caskey depicts 
the miners confronting "treehuggers" at an- 
ti-MTR rallies as simple adversaries, but it's a 
; bit more complicated: impoverished workers 
seeking a decent paycheck are mislead and 
forced to destroy their land and then reside 
amongst the deadly consequences. Barons 
divide and conquer by pitting unions and 
miners against citizens and environmental- 
ists. 

Caskey's title is her saving grace here. 
"Machines like the dragline," Caskey writes, 
"starting cost at $50 million, have helped 
eliminate the need for coal miners." 

CGZ campaign director and long-time 
Earth Firstler Mike Roselle is promoting 
Dragline. CGZ has temporarily halted coal 
mining and blast zones across the valley. 

; Since February 2009, more than one hun- 
dred activists have been arrested at actions 
against Massey Energy. 

Caskey, who has said she was "radical- 
! ized" in West Virginia, was held in con- 
tempt of court on May 1, 2009 for reporting 
on anti-MTR actions and when her report- 
ing efforts allegedly violated a temporary 
restraining order issued to protect Massey 
Energy from anti-coal activists. Her case is 
pending appeal. 

Dragline is available for a $25 suggested 
j donation at www.climategroundzero.com, or by 
calling (304) 854 7372. 

- — I.udwig 
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On Resilience 

The most recent release of Alternatives 
Journal (Volume 36 Issue 2, 2010) is al- 
most entirely dedicated to the latest lib- 
eral environmentalist fad. Called Resilience 
Theory," this movement is comprised of the 
re-hashed theories of ecological economics 
advanced by Buzz Holling. Basically, Alterna- 
tives Journal attempts to put a new, trendy 


face on the old notion that economic and 
ecological structures are tied together within 
cycles of decay and rebirth. Accordingly, Re- 
silience Theory claims capitalism can rescue 
us from crisis through a dynamic interplay 
with ecology. 

Alternatives Journal has the articles it needs 
to make its point. They definitely did their 
homework — that's not the problem. The is- 
sue is that their entire thesis is wrong. The 
interview with Buzz Holling exposes the 
fallacy from the begin- 
ning. Holling demands 
of humanity "(an) in- 
tegrative understand- 
ing and approach to the 
way that humans relate 
to the world, and the 
way the world relates 
back to humans." Easy 
enough, Buzz: the mar- 
ket economy is based 
on the extraction of 
resources and the de- 
struction of the envi- 
ronment. Capitalism 
is a veil for the desert 
of social relations, and 
Green Capitalism is a 

mirage. 

George Francis's article, painfully titled 
"The Hardcore Guide to Resilience," con- 
tinues to dog-paddle through a quagmire 
of theory. It is clear that he is drowning in 
his naivete when he exclaims hopefully that 
crisis, "releases" the people and capital that 
can be recombined into new businesses." 
Here we return to the stereotypical image of 
"the moral capitalist" — the small businesses 
that redeem our otherwise corrupt system of 
titans and leviathans. 

Instead of a deep, ecological analysis of in- 
terlocked systems of oppression competing 
against the symbiotic interconnectedness of 
life, we are faced with the promotion of a 
more efficient capitalism. Resilience is now a 
marketable fashion disguised as conservative 
social ecology, and is as obnoxious as the 
full-page photograph of well-dressed yup- 
pies jumping on a bed featured within the 
glossy pages of Alternatives Journal. 

I'm sure that guilt-free yuppies are exactly 
what Green Capitalists have in mind, Resil- 
ience just reads like an annoyingly optimis- 
tic New Age theory guide. While there are 
some good articles, including the unfortu- 
nately titled, "Don't Bogart that Tree" about 
Canadian biomass, our ecology should reach 
far deeper, taking Resistance over Resilience 
any day. 

— Saboo 

Revolutionary Essays 

This Country Must Change: Essays on the 
Necessity of Revolution in 
the USA, edited by Craig 
Rosebraugh, 2009. 231 pag- 
es. 

This Country Must Change 
is a collection of twelve es- 
says, mostly written by cur- 
rent and former political 
prisoners. Editor Craig Rose- 
braugh, a former Earth Lib- 
eration Front spokesperson, 
is well known for his state- 
ment to Congress that "the 
US government by far has 
been the most extreme ter- 
rorist organization in plan- 
etary history." This Country 
contextualizes the struggle 
for environmental liberation 
with struggles opposing rac- 
ism, militarism, corporate tyranny, police ter 
rorism and the prison industrial complex. 

Not all contributors are explicitly eco-ac 


THIS C0UI1TRV mUST CHflllGE: 



Craig Rmbmuh 

CoiilfHiaUnsj DJIlor 


tivists, but this is the most important con- 
tribution of the book, because it challenges 
all varieties of "single-issue" activists to 
build alliances with radicals working on 
other issues. Unity is strength, and a broad 
coalition is needed for entire socio-politi- 
cal and economic systems to be fundamen- 
tally changed. 

The book's dearth of female writers is 
disappointing, but the sole female voice is 
powerful: former eco-prisoner Ramona Af- 
rica, of the MOVE Organization, a mostly- 
black, religious and family-based political 
group that links environmental destruction 
to the overall system. Africa was imprisoned 
for seven years after surviving the 1985 po- 
lice assault on MOVE'S home, where police 
murdered six adults and five children. Police 
fired over 10,000 rounds of gunfire, dropped 
a C-4 bomb on the roof that started a fire, 
and shot at those trying to escape the fire. 
The cops never faced criminal charges, af- 
firming Africa's argument that "legal is not 
the same as right. Apartheid, The Holocaust, 
Slavery were all legal and all wrong." 

Exemplifying This Country's central mes- 
sage, Africa writes that resistance to these 
horrors was "illegal," but certainly "not 
wrong." She writes, "it is our duty, our ob- 
ligation to revolt against anything that 
wrongs us, our babies, our family in any way, 
and nobody can prove this position wrong." 

Hans Bennett is an anarchist and independent 
multi-media journalist: www. insubordination. 

8LOGSPOT.COM. 

Change Comes From 
Within... the Pocketbook 

Recipes for Disaster, directed by John Web- 
ster, Millennium Film, JW Documentaries, 
2009. 60 minutes. 

When the EF! Journal first caught wind of 
Recipes, I was giddy with thoughts that Cri- 
methlnc. had released a new DVD of their 
anarchist cookbook with the same title. 
They didn't, and far from an anarchist cook- 
book, John Webster's first-person documen- 
tary could have been titled "Liberal Reform- 
ist Epicurean Cookery for Beginners." 

Director, protagonist and eco-curious 
Webster has goaded his wife and two chil- 
dren into a year-long experiment in which 
they "fast" on an "oil-diet." No new things 
made or packaged with plastic, no gasoline, 
no plane flights, etc. 

Webster philosophizes that the world is 
like a sinking ship, but people are unwill- 
ing to get off because the ship is comfortable 
and familiar. No shit, John. Comfort is the 
lynchpin of inaction, which is why the "I'm- 
doing-my-part, feel-good green consumer- 
ist" mentality must be debunked, or at least 
return-scammed. Keep this film out of the 
hands of the guilt-ridden lest they become 
inspired like John to reduce 
their carbon footprint with 
tasty bourgeoisie recipes like: 

1. Buying a brand new 
biodiesel Audi, fueled by 
industrially farmed, mono- 
cropped oils. 

2. Buying solar panels so 
you can watch TV at night, 
instead of smashing the 
fucking thing. 

3. Buying intercontinental 
rail tickets for your getaway 
in Italy instead of guiltily 
flying. 

4. Buying a biodiesel boat 
to replace your now-uncon- 
scionable gas powered one. 
Paddles? 

5. Excessively patting your 
back to make a subtle wind that helps cool 
the atmosphere! 

— Kenton 
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While we are renowned in the marketplace 
for our sincere passion in advancing organic 
agriculture and pesticide free foods, this only 
represents the first step towards chemical 
free living and a world without pesticides. 
For our food, our families, and our future, 
we encourage you in joining Mountain Rose 
Herbs in our struggle to abandon the use 
of chemicals and pesticides within 
our homes and gardens. 


For the very best in organic herbal 
roducts you can find all you need at 
www. 111 ountainrosefierbs.com. 


tin tain rose herbs® 

ft .com 

()..• EUGENE. OR 9740.5 • (800)879-3337 


Piffured here are the children of 
Mountain' Rose Herbs’ employee, Felicia Colden 
(fro (11*1)^“ to righr: Ariel, Talia, and Ayianna) 


Faster than a St 


Pack of Dogs 


CIVIL LIBERTIES DEFENSE CENTER 

www.cldc.org 


Defending and upholding civil 
liberties through education, 
outreach, litigation and legal 
support and assistance since 
2003. 
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- Fighting the Green Scare — 
every day, in the courts, press 
and on the streets. 


- Challenging repressive laws 
like the Animal Enterprise Ter- 
rorism Act (www.abolishthe- 
aeta.org). 


-Over 170 peace, environ- 
mental, human and animal 
rights activists represented for 
free or very low-cost. 


www teacMngdruntyig 

? 15 , 546.2944 


-Know Your Rights work- 
shops in English, Spanish and 
a youth version. 


Roger Peel. We Weed Predators. 

4-color silkscreen print. S16 




THE WARRIOR POET'S SOCIETY PRESENTS 

A howlin' round-up from Karen Coulter EF! Journal poetry editor Dennis 

and Dennis Fritzinger Fritzinger's 2008 collection 


-Legal Observer trainings and 
coordination for rallies, pro- 
tests and civil disobedience. 


Over 200 political prints, posters, 
hooks, & zines, as well as a 
destination to find out about 
radical art and culture. 

We believe in the power of 
personal expression in concert 
with collective action to 
transform society. 

www.justseeds.org 


Branded With 
Desire 


We defend your rights to take 
a stand! Help your fellow ac- 
tivists continue their work by 
supporting the Civil Liberties 
Defense Center! Donations and 
monthly donor information 
available online or at 


Earth First! Round River- 
Rendezvous 1980-Present 
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\ Charles N. Kerr Publishing Company 

' Subversive literature for the whole family since 1&86? 

WANTED: MEN TO FILL THE JAILS OF SPOKANE! Edited & Introduced by John Duda. Published for the 100th Anniversary --- sss 

of the Spokane Free Speech Fight— mass civil disobedience, soap-box orators, train-hopping militants, insurrectionist poets, radical 
marching bands, and jails filled with singing hoboes! Newspaper articles, dispatches from the scene, personal recollections — the voices of j 

Wobblies who filled the jails and laughed in the face of law and order to defy an unjust system inspires us today! 134 pages. Paper $14. 

DREAMS & EVERYDAY LIFE: Andre Breton, Surrealism, Rebel Worker, sds, & the seven Cities of Cibola by Penelope Rosemont. 

“This book is wonderful! I read nothing else till I finished it; a great and passionate evocation of those times-unapologetic and real.” — 

Diane di Prima. 256 pages. Paper $17. 

hfyifannmad Ahttuiif 

SURREALISM IN ‘68: Paris, Prague, Chicago. By Don LaCoss. This insightful work of history and analysis brings together the major 

events of that important year that is so pivotal in what came afterward, and gets beneath the surface to the interconnections and the wHOUWtND 

people who were determined to make a difference. 32 pages. $5. 


WE WILL RETURN IN THE WHIRLWIND. By Muhammad Ahmad. A major assessment of the 1960s Black radical organizations 
by one of the major figures involved — a study of the SNCC, the Black Panther Party, the Revolutionary Action Movement (RAM), and 
the League of Revolutionary Black Workers. 350 Pages Paper $18 

THE BIG RED SONG BOOK. Edited by David Roediger, Franklin Rosemont, Archie Green, Salvatore Salerno. “This book is the best 
history of the IWW and it is told through its songs... a must...” —Paul Garon. 546 pages. Paper $24. 

JACQUES VACHE and the Roots of Surrealism. By Franklin Rosemont. “Vache is magnificent!” — -Nancy J. Peters. A bold jaywalker 
at the crossroads of history, and an ardent exemplar of freedom and revolt, Vache challenged all prevailing values. Conscripted into the 
French Army in WWI, where he met Andre Breton, he became the major inspirer of the surrealist revolution. Illustrated 396 pages Paper 
$20 
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JOE HILL: The IWW & the Making of a Revolutionary Workingclass Counterculture, by Franklin Rosemont. “The best book ever 
written on Joe Hill” — Utah Phillips. “Direct, passionate, sometimes funny, deeply searching” — Peter Linebaugh. 656 pages. Illustrated. 
Cloth $35. Paper $19. 

DANCIN’ IN THE STREETS! Anarchists, IWWs, Surrealists, Situationists & Provos in the 1960s. By Franklin Rosemont & Charles 
Radcliffe. Critics derided them as “the left wing of the Beat Generation,” but Chicago’s Rebel Worker and Heatwave (London) were noted 
for their originality and uninhibited class-war humor and cartoons.” Well worth reading” — Maximumrocknroll. 450 pages. Paper $19. 


1X26 West Jarvis Avenue. Chicago, Illinois 60626 • www.cbarlesbkerr.com & www.cbarlesbkerr.net • 1X3-465-1214 

Available from akpress.org or pbone 510-208-1X00 



Support the Earth First! Journal: visit 

earlhfirstjournal.org to Become a 
donation or check out our expanding meixhanaise store^ 
your design ideas to collecliv 


D earth First 1 . Journal has Joined pr ac^Supplie^ 
Hungry Knife Artist Collective and Peace Supplies 

PRINT SHOP TO EXPAND ON OUR PESJGNS AND DISTRIBUTION! 

Check out our collaborators at: www.hungryknife.com 

AND WWW.PEACESUPPLIES.ORG 
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i Every order over $40 gets free goodies 

\ adversary Edition of the Earth 

kV First} Journal. Nov-Dec will be 30 year s in print and 
your Support is needed (and greatly appreciated !) 
to keep us fightin' for the wild S 


worlds 


radical environm^nta/journaiT 



Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip+4 


Email 

Mail: 


.Country . 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) Q $50 Air Mail, International 
O $40 First Class (US $, no foreign checks) 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope O $20 Prisoner Subscription 

O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 

$ DONATION Thanks for your support! 


Mail: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions 

POB 3023 , Tucson, AZ 85,702 
Online: www.earthfirstjournal.org 


Credit Card Orders 


circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp. date 
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DIRECTORY 

Find the EF! group nearest you. If you don’t see one, start one! 


ARIZONA 

Anti-Lab Peace Squad 

c/o Branscam and Trish Scam 

PO BOX 343; Cameron, AZ 86020 

Black Mesa Indigenous Support 

BLACKMESAIS.ORG 

Catalyst Infoshop 

207 Spring St, Prescott, AZ 86301 

catalystinfo@catalystinfoshop.net 

Chuk'shon EF! 
chukshonef@riseup.net 
WWW.CHUKSHONEF.WORDPRESS.COM 
Root Force 

POB 1302, Tucson, AZ 85702 
i n f o@rootforce . org 

Taala Hooghan 

1700 N. Second St., Flagstaff, AZ 86004 
infofosho@gmail.com 

ARKANSAS 

Arkansas EF! 

arkansasearthfirst@gmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 
♦NEW GROUP 
Diablo Earth First! 

San Francisco Bay Area 
diabloearthfirst@gmail.com 

Free Mind Media * 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 

info@freemindmedia.org 

Healeth EF! 

POB 720327, Redding, CA 96099 
(530) 241-1007 

Humboldt EF! 

(707) 834-5170; contactefhum@gmail.com 

WWW.EFHUMBOLDT.ORG 

Long Haul Infoshop 
3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 
Santa Barbara EF! 

(805) 708-7816; efinsb@gmail.com 
Santa Cruz EF! 
cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 

sierranevadaearthfirst@gmail.com 

smartMeme Strategy St Training Project 

2940 16th St #201, San Francisco, CA 94103 

info@smartmeme.org 

COLORADO 

*NEW CONTACT 

Confluence Media Collective 

Grand Junction, gjredpill@hotmail.com 

Durango EF! 

earthfirstdurango@riseup.net 
High Country EF! 
highcountryearthfirst@riseup.net 
CONNECTICUT 
Environmental Library Fund 


25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 
(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 
FLORIDA 

Central Florida EF! 
centralfloridaearthfirst@gmail.com 
Everglades EF! 

1307 Central Terrace Lake Worth, FL 33460 
(561) 249-2071; evergladesearthfirst@gmail.com 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! 

(773) 465-7774 

INDIANA 

Roadblock EF! 

roadblockef@yahoo.com 

stopI69.wordpress.com 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

POB 622, Corinth, ME 04427 

maineef@yahoo.com 

MAINE.EARTHFIRST.NET 

Native Forest Network 

nfnmaine@gmail.com 

Penobscot Bay Watch-Gulf of Maine 

POB 1871, Rockland, ME 04841 

penbay@justice.com 

People's Free Space 

POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 

info@peoplesfreespace.org 

MARYLAND - 

Potomac EF! 

c/o Peace Resource Center, 

4 E Church St, Frederick, MD 21701 
potomacearthfirst@gmail.com 

MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 

MISSOURI 

Confluence/Community Arts & Media Project 

POB 63232, Saint Louis, MO 63163 

confluence@lists.indymedia.org 

MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 

(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 

*NEW CONTACT 

Northern Rockies Rising Tide 

N0RTHERNR0CKIESRISINGT1DE.W0RDPRESS.C0M 

NEBRASKA 

EF! Nebraska 

205 N Mears St, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458; buffalobrucel@gmail.com 
NEW YORK 

Breakdown Records 
Ithaca, NY 
emag@graffiti.net 
Wetlands Activism Collective 
POB 344, New York, NY 10108 
wendy@wetlands-preserve.org 


NORTH CAROLINA 

Croatan EF! 

1416 Carnage Dr., Raleigh, NC 27610 
croatanearthfirst@gmail . com 

CROATANEARTHFIRST.WORDPRESS.COM 

Katuah EF! 

POB 9343, Asheville, NC 28802 
Rising Tide Asheville 
ashevillerisingtide@gmail.com 

OHIO 

•NEW CONTACT 
Oberlin EF! 

oberlinearthfirst@gmail .com 

www.tinyurl.com/oberlinearthfirst 

OREGON 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 

Cascadia EFl-Eugene 

POB 96, Eugene, OR 97440 

cascadiaef@gmail.com 

Cascadia EF!-Portland 

POB 11662, Portland, OR 97217 

cascadia__ef@riseup . net 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

collective@greenanarchy.org 

Rising Tide North America 

POB 11664, Portland, OR 97211 

(202) 657-6772; 

www.risingtidenorthamerica.org 

TENNESSEE 

Three Rivers EF! 

POB 20363, Knoxville, TN 37920 
annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

TEXAS 

Rice, Beans & Revolution 
402 N. Main, McAllen, TX 78501 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 

(435) 866-2137 

VERMONT 

Green Mountain EF! 

greenmtearthfirst@yahoo.com 

Save the Corporations From Themselves 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; corpsave@sover.net 

VIRGINIA 

•NEW GROUP 
RVA Earth First! 

Richmond, VA, rvaearthfirst@yahoo.com 
Blue Ridge EF! 
blueridgeef@yahoo.com 
www.blueridgeef.com 
WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

(608) 262-9036 
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AUSTRALIA 

EF! Australia 

POB 275, Hamilton Victoria, 33000, Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

www.earthfirst.org.au 

BELGIUM 

GroenFront! Belgium 

-need current info 

CANADA 

Elaho EF! 

earth_first@resist . ca 
Ottawa EF! 

ottawaearthfirst@resist.ca 

Montreal EF! 

laterredabord@safe-mail.net 
users. resist.ca/~terredabord 
CZECH REPUBLIC 

Car Busters 
Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 

IRELAND 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 
atgblue@yahoo.com 

B RIT A IN 

Earth First! Action Update 









INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 

" ? **'• p §| ' ggpiP , 

www.earthfirst.org.uk/efau 
Eco Action 

WWW.ECO-ACTION.ORG 

Leeds EF! 

leeds@earthfirst.org.uk 
London Rising Tide 
62 Fieldgate St, London, El 1ES, UK 
0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 
Manchester EF! 
manchester@earthfirst.org.uk 
Manchester Climate Camp 

MANCHESTERCLIMATEACTION.WORDPRESS.COM 

GERMANY 
*NEW GROUP 
EF! Germany 

efgermanycontact@googlemail.com 
ICELAND 
Saving Iceland 
savingiceland@riseup.net 
WWW.SAVINGICELAND.ORG 

ITALY 

♦NEWLY ADDED GROUI 

EF! Italia 


Ms 





earthfirst@email.it 
EARTHFIRSTIUIA.BLOGSPOT.COM 
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NETHERLANDS 

ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12A, 1018 CM, 

Amsterdam, Netherlands 

31-20-668-2236; info@aseed.net 

GroenFront! Netherlands 

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 

2007@groenfront.nl; www.groenfront.nl 

NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International 
20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 

Benin City, Nigeria 
environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 
POLAND 
Refuse Records 

PO Box 7, 02-792 Warszawa 78, Poland 

refuserecords@gmail.com 

RUSSIA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 
0112-44-84-43 

SOUTH KOREA 
Green Korea United 
110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 
136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu 
Seoul, South Korea 





Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! Directory include: exposure for local and regional 
campaigns; merchandise discounts; and bulk copies of the Journal for the price of postage. For more 
information, contact the EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; (520) 620-6900; 

collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 
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Welcome to Volume I of the 30th Anniversary of 
the Earth First! Journal. We received an abundance 
of great content in celebration of this historic 
milestone that we are presenting two volumes. Each 
volume stands alone as well as compliments each 
other. Volume II will be released in March, on pace 
with the new quarterly format of the Journal. Here's 
to 30 years in action and in print! 

—the Earth First! Journal Collective 
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Saturn Returns 


a Journal Looks at 30 


Saturn castrated his father, 
ate his children and then went 
underground. Whether there's a 
parable in there, I'm not sure. Re- 
gardless, now seems like a good 
time to assess the generation gap 
that has so distinctly defined the 
past decade of Earth First!. 

Those of us who've been active 
on the ground with Earth First! 
know that a youth contingent of 
the movement has largely been 
running the show for most of this 
decade. This is not a judgment as 
much as an observation and a call 
to reflect on the value of cross- 
generational movements. 

For those in disbelief at the 
above statement, consider this: 
there is only one long-term Jour- 
nal editor in the current collec- 
tive who is over 30 today. This 
is his first issue with the publica- 
tion; he is the second in the last 
five years. I could provide statis- 
tics and anecdotes like this, but 
if you've been to gatherings or if 
you read the Journal, you prob- 
ably don’t need much more con- 
vincing. 

The question is: can we bridge 
the generation chasm? 

Over the past decade, I've 
watched this phenomena unfold 
before my eyes. I didn't know 
enough to understand it early on, 
but I can see some of the dynam- 
ics much more clearly in hind- 
sight. I came into EE! circles in the 
mid-to-late nineties. At the time, I 
didn't notice how rich it was to have a range of age and 
generations, nor did I really give a damn about it. I was 
17, 1 wanted to hang out with other high school dropouts 
and share stories about getting kicked out of our parents 
houses; nothing to apologize about there. Going to road- 
blockade free states instead of college was the best deci- 
sion I ever made, and I wouldn't have been able to do it 
without the youthful affinity I felt in Cascadia in '98. 

It wasn't until a few years later that I realized what was 
happening. Initially I thought it was an unintended suc- 
cess of the anti-adulthood sentiment that I myself had 
embraced so tightly. For several years, I felt nervous. Did 
we chase them off? We trashed their music for being 


too slow, their employment that 
kept them from living free, their 
antiquated understanding of op- 
pression. But did we really drive 
them off? By the time I realized 
how deep the gap had gotten, 
there weren't many old-timers left 
to plead to. And the youth culture 
identity had become such a force 
that I sure as hell didn't'want to 
be on the receiving end of it. 

But did my generation really 
create an orphanage out of the 
; movement, or was there something 
else going on? 

Few would deny that the '90s 
were a tumultuous time for this 
movement. The Arizona 5 had 
gotten infiltrated in '89, Judi and 
i Darryl bombed a year later in 
California. This was the real birth 
Of the Green Scare. And it's likely 
that some people wanted out. As 
ambitious as the founding pseudo- 
rednecks and environmentalist 
dropouts were, they were not so 
accustomed to state repression. 
Conveniently, ideological rifts 
were developing, offering some of 
the earliest EFlers what they may 
have wanted anyway. 

Were "the anarchists" to blame? 
Doubtful. It was a movement of 
anarchists masquerading as red- 
necks from the get-go. The evidence 
is all over the place, from Dave 
Foreman co-editing EcoDefense: 
A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 
with the ghost of famed IWW 
fellow worker Big Bill Haywood 
(who ended up joining the commies in Bolshevik Rus- 
sia! What would your Republican friends say, Dave?) to 
the frequent and prominent use of the penname "Leon 
Czolgosz" in the Journal throughout the '80s. Czolgosz, 
of course, was the anarchist who assassinated President 
McKinley in 1901, and not in defense of biodiversity. 

Were there other factors? Well, it got a bit confusing 
when the divide between monkeywrenching patriotic 
rednecks and social, lefty, nonviolent anarchists got 
turned on its head with the arrival of Live Wild or Die, 
Green Anarchy and a whole slew of eco-arsons across the 
US. Some made shirts proclaiming "I torched Vail, ask me 
why;" others turned tail. It was amidst these debates that 



Cronus was the ruling Titan who came to power by castrating 
his Father Uranus. His wife was Rhea. Their offspring were 
the first of the Olympians. To insure his safety, Cronus ate 
each of the children as they were born. This worked until Rhea, 
unhappy at the loss of her children, tricked Cronus into swal- 
lowing a rock, instead of Zeus. When he grew up, Zeus would 
revolt against Cronus and the other Titans, defeat them, and 
banish them to Tartarus in the underworld. But Cronus man- 
aged to escape to Italy, where he ruled as Saturn. 



ipped seeing many of the faces that I was just coming to know, namely 
v of our movement's most active musicians. Of course, the Green Scare 
ctments of 2005 struck the generational divide even deeper, 
ke any good twenty-something year old, I started spiraling into de- 
r, feeling abandoned in the movement I loved, realizing that a culture 
distance without enough music and plenty of elders is in damn rough 
)e. I spent the last few years lamenting, writing for the Journal and 
ping desperately for answers to my burning questions about the future 
arth First! 

i astrology circles, aging between 27 and 30 years has often been seen 

Few would deny that the 90s were a tumul- 
tuous time for this movement.... And it’s 
likely that some people wanted out. 

make-it-or-break-it time — yes, I'm talking about the Saturn Return. Just 
n I thought I was on to something, a friend who is into all that hippy 
i-woo bullshit told me that the principles apply to living beings, not 
re social movements or inanimate magazines. A good point, I thought. 
iaybe it is those of us whose birth years share close proximity to that of 
h First!; maybe we have been dragging our beloved movement through 
turmoil. 

r hatever it is, I do think there’s more to it than some abstract horo- 
>e reading. I'll try to explain. Being young, I felt like we were the only 
eration that could stop the destruction of the Earth, whereas getting 
:r I observe my elders seeming resigned to the fact that there's more to 
sistance effort than one lifetime. But being somewhere in between the 
spectrum is a place I've begun to feel grounded, acknowledging both 
rediate urgency and ongoing endurance — bonded with those to both 
s of me. 

be bridge between generations is not something built of concrete and 
1. It is lived by we‘ who are close enough to reach either side. It means 
ping into the continuum and making a commitment to stick around 
5 enough to outlast the state repression and feuding over reconcilable 
srences. We may also need to accept that some awesome folks plain 
/e on with life and to know that, if we keep this movement in good 
?e and deal respectfully with each other, they might just come back 
md when they're ready. 

l the meantime, three of us on the current Journal Collective will be 
ling 30 by this Winter. And we've decided to dedicate this 30-year anni- 
iary project to re-establishing lines of communication between genera- 
ls of the Earth First! movement. So keep reading, buckaroo.... 

— PANAGIOTIS EVANGELOS NASIOS TSOLKAS 

EarttrFirsttJournal'Horoscope: 

told on to your seat, friends. If the past decade is any indicator, 
he next 30 years could be a rocky road... But other sources sug- 
gest clear sailing ahead. Turning 30 also means you are a move- 
nent making your way round the backside of Saturn. For any 
vho think the movement's growing soft, remember, this journal 
s a Scorpio — those who talk trash will get the living shit stung 
rut of them and may experience a grudge that will follow them 
o the grave. In the Chinese zodiac, the Journal is a Monkey, char- 
icterized by the element metal. So hold your monkeywrenches 
ligh, for they are needed now more than ever. 
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Wilding the Revolution 



Seems they're everywhere these days: 
young, rebellious, black-clad urban 
anarchists facing the capitalist beast 
head-on. They are feeding the hungry 
in local parks, establishing communal 
squats in abandoned buildings, turn- 
ing vacant lots into gardens, sending 
books to prisoners, organizing critical 
masses, participating in mass demon- 
strations and coming to their first EF! 
Round River Rendezvous. These kids 
show fervor and determination. And 
a depressingly large number of long- 
time EFlers (quite privileged, most of 
them) are audibly moaning and fretting 
about them and the "changes" they 
represent. 

And how about all those workers 
we've been meeting? Those who've 
made the connection and recognize 
the inter-relatedness of social and eco- 
logical problems. The workers who see 
the common denominator — corporate 
capitalist exploitation — in all these 
struggles. Some of us denounce them: 
"If they really cared, they’d quit their 
jobs and stop breeding! " It's that easy, is 
it? Maybe when you're highly educated, 
hold access to mobility and affordable 
health care and have a trust fund set 
up for you. 

Then there are the poverty-stricken 
people of color around the world, who 
have battled environmental racism for 
generations while many of us are only 
just coming around to understanding 
that concept. "How can we get them 
to our forest campaigns?" Tricky deal: 
Between chronic malnourishment, 
toxic waste, no gear or infrastructural 
support and routine police brutality, 
the New Black Panther Vanguard just 
has no time to treesit in Cascadia or 
lockdown in the Wild Rockies. 

And the growing number of cleanly 
dressed, progressive-thinking, faith- 
based mainstream folks — many of them 
of a Christian bent — who are fed up 
with what is happening to the Earth 
and all Her progeny (often under the 
auspices of "Jesus" and "God"). And 
folks in our circles whine: "Oh no, we 
can't work with Christians! They don't 
do body shots!" 



And how about those commies! Socialist and commu- 
nist sects the world over are now rigorously adopting and 
incorporating the concepts of ecosystem integrity, sustain- 
able development and biodiversity as readily as they did 
"worker-controlled capital" and "classless society" in the 
19th and 20th centuries. The truth is plain to see that in- 
dustrialism is itself a major part of the problem arid more 
and more "Reds" are facing this truth down. Long-time 
EF!ers gripe about them too — instantly seeking division 
while others seek alliance and dialogue. 

And let's not forget those people — EF! activists or oth- 
erwise — who find themselves pregnant and don't want to 
deal with the abortion nightmare. The people who decide 
that they want to work to raise a "radikal child." Who is 
anyone to say they shouldn't? The burden of proof rests 
upon them to accomplish this. You can help them, or you 
can leave them 
be. It seems there 
is no shortage of 
"Earth First!" egos 
around ready and 
willing to mis- 
treat these people 
(who are primarily, but not exclusively, women) at a mo- 
ment’s notice. 

And the waves of queer and transgender Earth defenders — 
each wave bigger than the last — that have been joining 
forest campaigns, mass protests and other resistance ef- 
forts. They are laying their bodies on the line right next 
to yours and mine. There is always some asshole around 
who manages to corner them when they are alone with 
the express purpose of making them feel unwanted. No, 
homophobe: It is you who does not belong on our side of 
the barricades with that attitude. 

We in EF! need to ask ourselves: Are we a movement or just 
another "subculture and scene"? Do we have a monopoly 
on what it is to be "green" and "radical"? Are we going 
to drift out of EF! now — back to our suburban landscapes, 
rural strawbale houses and plush log homes at the edge of 
the national forest? Are we going to bolster our income by 
going to environmental law school or by writing books and 
music about the "good old days" when there was virtually 
no diversity in EF!? A tremendous responsibility lies before 
us. Whether or not we in EF! are able to measure up to it 
will determine whether actions in response to the wholesale 
ecological and social devastation taking place will really 
constitute true Revolution... Eco-Revolution! 

It is no secret to us in Earth First! that wilderness and 
biocentrism are key — the principles of rights, freedom and 
dignity extend to all life for its own sake. While biocentrism 
is an ancient concept to the world's indigenous people, as 
well as to many agrarian and other non-indigenous subsis- 
tence cultures, it is a new and very radical concept for our 
society (arid consequently an extremely difficult one for 
many to grasp). Without biocentrism, it isn't Revolution. 
We may just succeed in overthrowing the current, corpo- 
rate, capitalist patriarchy— but without spirituality, wilder- 
ness, biocentrism and anarchistic community building as 
the underpinnings of our mass movement, we are surely 
doomed to make similar mistakes in the future. History is 
rife with examples of this vicious cycle. 


Many of our existing and potential allies have not yet 
had the opportunity to encounter the concepts of biocen- 
trism, deep ecology and green anarchy for themselves. They 
struggle their entire lives, much more so than we do, with 
much less, for much less. If it wasn't for their spirituality 
and sense of faith, community and solidarity, they would 
probably have given up long ago. We have much to learn 
from them. 

If we do not ally ourselves with those in the global struggle 
against the corporate, military-industrial monster and teach 
each other through cross-cultural interaction, then our fail- 
ure to stop the Earth's destruction will be certain. Through 
our diversity, we are all one People: two-legged, four-legged, 
six- or eight-legged, feathered, scaled and spineless. 

We must reach out first — supporting others in their 
struggles against certain slavery or annihilation. They will 

inevitably ask us 
why we care — 
and that may or 
may not prove 
to be the first 
time they hear 
of revolutionary 
ecology, biocentrism and the notion that the root of all 
injustice is disharmony with Nature. Later on, someofthem 
just may bring themselves into our realms of activism — a 
treesit or rendezvous — if only briefly. We import others' 
experience and perspective; we export our understanding 
of biocentrism and revolutionary ecological perspectives. 

As others involved in the global struggle find their way 
to our circles, will they receive the education they need 
to complete their understanding of what is at stake and 
what is needed? Will they feel inclined to share with us 
the education we need to complete our understanding 
of what is at stake and what is needed? Or will they 
only find a clique of white, middle-class, beer-soaked, 
wilderness-recreation brats who reek attitude. Intellectual 
and ideological elitism will completely derail us if we 
continue to indulge in it; maybe it already has. 

Resistance can mean death, like it did for Anna Mae 
Aquash and David "Gypsy" Chain, and while this is no 
secret to most of us involved in the struggle for Earth and 
Life, it emphasizes the reality that we need each other. We 
must have each other's backs. The same mentality that 
framed Leonard Peltier put Mumia Abu-Jamal on death 
row. It laid waste to Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan. It 
killed Chico Mendez and Petra Kelly, poisoned the people 
and ecosystems around Bhopal, India, and beat Matthew 
Shepherd to death in Wyoming. This .same mentality 
continually sends disrupters and troublemakers into our 
midst to create division and mistrust whenever, wherever 
and however the opportunity presents itself. 

As long as we indulge in our personal prejudices and tear 
each other down, we do the Man's work for him. As Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. said, "We can either live together 
as brethren, or we can die together as fools." Let us now 
extend that axiom to include all life. Our work as EFiers 
has barely begun. We have a choice and the provision to 
choose, but very little time. 

This article originally appeared in the EF! Journal, Mabon, 
September-October 2003. 


Without biocentrism, wilderness, balanced anarchy 
and spirituality — it isn’t Revolution. It is doomed to a 
failure that the entire biotic community cannot afford. 






a^/a hope of contributin g^ in m y own 

W‘! vh way, to its effectiveness. 

y For more than two decades, Earth 
First! has been my muse. Many of its 
N|?A activists have become both heroes 

and fast friends to me. 

Although I suspect that I have 
learned more from movement ac- 
A decade earlier I read Edward tivists than any have from me, I 
Abbey's The Monkeywrench Gang, have written widely on the move- 
the ribald tale of outraged greens ment and expressed views about it 
engaged in sabotage to thwart the that some movement people have 
destruction of the places they knew told me they value. I cannot repeat 
and loved. At the time I did not this body of work in these pages, 

know that it was based on forms but I can review some of what I 

of resistance emerging at least as have found, and point those inter- 
early as the 1950s. Although it ested towards deeper reading, 
struck a chord, I thought it was The first article I published was 
just fiction. "The Religion and Politics of Earth 

Earth First! demonstrated that it First!" (1990). It identified three 
was not. pillars undergirding Earth First! 

I was thrilled to learn a movement activism: first, a deeply spiritual 
was emerging that rejected anthro- biocentrism including variously 
pocentrism (the notion that only understood beliefs that the natural 
human beings had moral value). I world is sacred; next, a belief that 
resonated with its ecocentric and human beings were precipitating 
biocentric values, that natural sys- a catastrophic extinction event; 
terns and all life forms have intrin- and finally, a conviction that most 
sic value apart from their usefulness religious, cultural and political 
to human beings. But I was unsure systems fuel destructive anthropo- 
about claims that our species was centric attitudes and practices. The 
precipitating a massive extinction article also explained the diversity 
event or assertions that illegal tac- of the movement and some of the 
tics were warranted and effective, factions within it, while also ex- 
So, I left for the woods to find these plicating how these premises were 
activists, to learn from them and used to justify lawbreaking, 
scrutinize their claims. Through The first pillar is not something 
this encounter, I sought to sharpen that can be rationally justified — it 
my own understandings and reflect must be experienced and felt. This 
these back to the movement in the perception, this feeling, I easily 


By Bron Taylor 

Like many who were drawn to 
Earth First! during the 1980s, I had 
been an activist fighting US inter- 
ventionism in Latin America and 
involved in anti-Nuclear campaigns. 
Hoping to be more effective, I went 
to graduate school to better under- 
stand the ways religious and ethical 
beliefs and practices both block and 
sometimes promote grassroots po- 
litical mobilization and rebellion. 
Although 1 was committed to such 
movements, deep down I knew 
something was missing. 

In the Autumn of 1987, 1 noticed 
newspaper accounts about activists 
who had blockaded the "Barstow to 
Las Vegas” motorcycle race. They 
were hoping to thwart the destruc- 
tion of the Mojave's fragile desert 
ecosystem. They called themselves 
"Earth First!" 

I soon learned that the same group 
was sabotaging the hunting of en- 
dangered bighorn sheep, and that 
others were being arrested resisting 
deforestation and nuclear power. 

These activists knew what was 
missing — aggressive defense of the 
Earth's living systems. 
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shared with movement people. But 
it took years of careful study and de- 
liberation to conclude that move- 
ment activists were also correct, in 
the main, about the anthropogenic 
(human-caused) extinction crisis 
and its cultural roots. 

Meanwhile, the movement was 
facing many lines of criticism from 
outsiders, while internal critiques 
were often no less harsh. Like ac- 
tivists in the movement, I tried 
my best to sort out the competing 
views. Some critics, for example, 
charged that elite, misanthropic, 
and misogynist white men in afflu- 
ent, advanced capitalist countries 
constituted radical environmental- 
ism. They claimed that movement 
activists were unconcerned with 
the plight of disadvantaged people 
around the world. Although my 
own experiences belied this por- 
trait, the criticisms nevertheless 
raised for me important questions: 
To what extent, if any, is radical en- 
vironmentalism merely a phenom- 
enon of relatively affluent Northern 
countries? If there are social move- 
ments that can be considered radi- 
cal environmentalist around the 
world, to what extent and in what 
ways do they resemble, or differ, 
from ones in the capitalist North? 

Such questions led to Ecologi- 
cal Resistance Movements: the Global 


nature can be independent of the 
radical worldview and conscious- 
ness alteration, that many of those 
who had been deeply influenced by 
deep ecology philosophy thought 
was a prerequisite to environmental 
resistance. One implication of this 
finding was, and is, that coalitions 
between radical environmental- 
ists and deep ecologists are possible 
with those whose worldviews are 
shaped by the world's predominant 
religions and cultures. The key, we 
found, is to begin by focusing on the 
ways in which outsiders are usurp- 
ing the land, threatening lives and 
livelihoods, while also eroding the 
future prospects of their children. 
To promote such coalitions of re- 
sistance most effectively, of course, 
activists must also continually teach 
that human wellbeing is mutually 
dependent upon the flourishing of 
all other living things, and upon the 
health of environmental systems 
themselves. 

I followed up this work during 
the following decade with a series 
of articles seeking to illuminate 
the critical aspects of the move- 
ment, especially in North America. 
[Editors' note: see side bar on Taylor's 
writings on page 92.] 

Ten years ago I contributed an es- 
say entitled "Forward!" to the 20th 


anniversary issue of the Journal, 
spotlighting some of the most sig- 
nificant victories that movement 
activists had achieved during the 
first two decades. Since then, I have 
traveled far more widely around 
the world. Through these experi- 
ences and further historical and 
cultural research, I have become 
convinced that the radical envi- 
ronmental movement has both 
been reflecting important, grow- 
ing trends and effectively pro- 
moting them. In short, although it 
may be difficult for activists in the 
trenches to see, because more obvi- 
ous are the immediate losses and 
the wrenching challenges, they are 
participating in and precipitating 
some profound and positive cultur- 
al transformations. 

These trends I analyze in my lat- 
est book, Dark Green Religion: Na- 
ture, Spirituality and the Planetary 
Future (2010). In the parts of the 
book that may be of greatest inter- 
est to radical environmentalists, I 
provide my most detailed analysis 
yet of the tributaries to the move- 
ment, while noting its most com- 
mon features. With this laid out in 
an early chapter, I then show that 
the spiritualities of belonging and 
connection to the Earth, that are 
common within the movement, 
are finding increasingly diverse 



Emergence of Radical and Popular En- 
vironmentalism (1995), a collection 
of articles reflecting original research 
that I had commissioned and edited. 
Among other things, we found that 
around the world there are increas- 
ing numbers and diverse expres- 
sions of social movements that are 
engaged in direct action resistance 
to environmental degradation. This 
on-the-ground research contra- 
dicted those who charged that radi- 
cal environmentalism is a bastion 
of white male privilege. We also 
found, contrary to the views of ] 
some radical environmentalists, A 
that radical action in defense of 


expressions outside of it. I dem- 
onstrate, moreover, that these de- 
velopments are not only occurring 
in relatively affluent countries, but 
around the world. A key part of my 
argument is that if we think very 
long term— since these are sensory 
and thus sensible spiritualities — 
we can surmise that these are the 
worldviews and spiritualities that 
are most likely to flourish. This is 
because it is those who adopt such 
spiritualities and practices who are 
■ the most likely to move rapidly 
| toward lifeways and livelihoods 
r that are themselves able to sur- 
vive and flourish long term. 


An Excerpt from 
Deep Green Resistance 

By Derrick Jensen, Aric McBay and Lierre Keith 


Deep Green Resistance is currently being co-written by 
Derrick Jensen, Aric McBay and Lierre Keith. It is about 
strategy for the environmental movement. 

A black tern weighs barely two ounces. On bodily 
reserves less than a bag of M&Ms and wings that 
stretch to cover 12 inches, she'll fly thousands of miles, 
searching for the wetlands that will harbor her young. 
And every year the journey gets longer as the wetlands 
are desiccated for human demands. Every year the tern, 
desperate and hungry, loses, while civilization, endless 
and sanguineous, wins. 

A polar bear should weigh 650 pounds. Her biological 
reserves may have to see her through nine long months 
of dark, denned gestation and then lactation, giving 
up her dwindling stores to the needy mouths of her 
species' future. In some areas, the females' weight has 
dropped from 650 to 507 pounds. Meanwhile, the ice 
has evaporated like the wetlands. When she wakes, the 
waters will stretch impassably open, and there is no 
Abrahamic god of bears to part them for her. 

The Aldabra snail should weigh something, but all 
that's left to weigh are their skeletons, bits of orange 
and indigo shells. The snail has been declared not just 
extinct, but the first casualty of global warming. In dry 
periods, the snail hibernated. The young of any species 
are always more vulnerable. In this case, the adults' 
"reproductive success" was a complete failure. In plain 
terms, the babies died and kept dying, and a species 
millions of years old is now a pile of shell fragments. 

We are living in a period of mass extinction. What is 
your personal carrying capacity for grief, rage, despair? The 
numbers stand at 120 species a day. That's 50,000 a year. This 
culture is oblivious to their passing, entitled to their every 
last niche, and there is no roll call on the nightly news. 



The Costa Rican golden 
toad existed until the 
1990s, when pollution 
and global warming 
caused its demise. 


We already have a name for the tsunami wave of 
extermination: the Holocene extinction event. There's 
no asteroid this time, only human behavior, behavior 
that we could choose to stop. Adolph Eichman's excuse 
was that no one told him that the concentration camps 
were wrong. We've all seen the pictures of the drowning 
polar bears. Are we so ethically numb that we need to be 
told this is wrong? 


There are voices raised in concern, even anguish, at 
the plight of the earth, the rending of its species. "Only 
zero emissions can prevent a warmer planet," one pair 
of climatologists declared. Or James Lovelock, originator 
of the Gaia hypothesis, who states bluntly that global 
warming has passed the tipping point, carbon offsetting 
is a joke, and that "individual lifestyle adjustments" are 
"a deluded fantasy." It's all true. And self-evident. "Simple 
living" should start with simple observation: if burning 
fossil fuels will kill the planet, then stop burning them. 

But that conclusion, in all its stark clarity, is not the 
one anyone's drawing, from the policy makers to the 
environmental groups. When they start offering solutions 
is the exact moment when they stop telling the truth, 
inconvenient or otherwise. Google "global warming 
solutions." The first paid sponsor, www.campaigneakth. 
org, urges "No doom and gloom!! When was the last time 
depression got you really motivated? We're here to inspire 
realistic action steps and stories of success." By "realistic" 
they don't mean solutions that actually match the scale of 
the problem. They mean the usual consumer choices — cloth 
shopping bags, travel mugs and misguided dietary advice — 
which will do exactly nothing to disrupt the troika of 
industrialization, capitalism and patriarchy that is skinning 
the planet alive. But since these actions also won't disrupt 
anyone's life, they're declared both realistic and a success. 


The black tern is 
fighting extinction 
caused by human 
development. 


The next site offers the ever-crucial Global Warming 
Bracelets and, more importantly, Flip Flops. Polar bears 
everywhere are weeping with relief. The site's "Take 
Action" page includes the usual: buying light bulbs, 
inflating tires, filling dishwashers, shortening showers 
and rearranging the deck chairs. 

The first non-commercial site is the Union of Concerned 
Scientists. As one might expect, there's no explanation 
points but instead a statement that "[t]he burning of fossil 
fuel (oil, coal, and natural gas) alone counts for about 75 
percent of annual C02 emissions." This is followed by a list 
of Five Sensible Steps. Step #1 is — no, not stop burning fossil 
fuel — but make Better Cars and SUVs." Never mind that the 
automobile itself is the pollution, with its demands — for 
space, for speed, for fuel — in complete opposition to the 
needs of both a viable human community and a living 
planet. Like all the others, the scientists refuse to call industrial 
civilization into question. We can have a living planet and 
the consumption that's killing the planet, can't we? 

The principle here is very simple. As Derrick has written, 
"[A]ny social system based on the use of nonrenewable 
resources is by definition unsustainable." By definition, 
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nonrenewable means it will eventually run out. Once you've 
grasped that intellectual complexity, you can move on to 
the next level. "Any culture based on the nonrenewable 
use of renewable resources is just as unsustainable." Trees 
are renewable. But if we use them faster than they can 
grow, the forest will turn to desert. Which is precisely what 
civilization has been doing for its 10,000 year campaign, 
mnning through soil, rivers and forests as well as metal, coal 
and oil. The oceans are almost dead, 90 percent of the large 
fish devoured, and the plankton populations are collapsing, 
populations which both feed the life of the oceans and 
create oxygen for the planet. What will we fill our lungs 
with when they are gone? The plastics with which that 
industrial civilization is replacing them? Because in parts of 
the Pacific, plastic outweighs plankton 48 to one. Imagine 
your blood, your heart, crammed with toxic materials — not 
just chemicals but physical gunk — until there was ten times 
more of it than you. What metaphor would be adequate to 
the dying oceans? Cancer? Suffocation? Crucifixion? 

Meanwhile, the oceans don't need our metaphors. They 


Quagga, of the Karoo 
Plains, was hunted to 
extinction in the 
mid-nineteenth 
century. 

need action. They need industrial civilization to stop 
destroying and devouring; failing that, they need us to 
make it stop. Which is why we are writing this book. 

The truth is that this culture is insane. When we ask 
our audiences, "Does anyone here believe that our culture 
will undergo a voluntary transformation to a sane and 
sustainable way of living?" — and we've asked it for years, 
all around the country — no one says yes. That means that 
most people, or at least most people with a beating heart, 
have already done the math, added up the arrogance, 
sadism, stupidity and denial, and reached the bottom line: 
a dead planet. Some of us carry that final sum like the 
weight of a corpse. For others, that conclusion turns the 
heart to a smoldering coal. But despair and rage have been 
declared unevolved and unclean, beneath the "spiritual 
warriors" who insist they will save the planet by "healing" 
themselves. How this activity will stop the release of carbon 
and the felling of forests is never actually explained. The 
answer lies vaguely between being the change we wish to 
see and a hundredth monkey of hope, a monkey that is 
frankly more Christmas pony than actual possibility. 

Given that the culture of America is founded on 
individualism and awash in privilege, it's no surprise that 
narcissism is the end result. The social upheavals of the 
'60s split along fault lines of responsibility and hedonism, 
of justice and selfishness, of sacrifice and entitlement. 
What we are left with is an alternative culture that offers 
workshops on our "scarcity consciousness," as if poverty 


were a state of mind and not a structural support of 
capitalism. This culture leaves us ill-prepared to face the 
crisis of planetary biocide that greets us daily with its own 
grim dawn. The facts are not conducive to an open-hearted 
state of wonder. To confront the truth as adults, not as 
faux-children, requires an adult fortitude and courage 
grounded in our adult responsibilities to the world. It 
requires those things because the situation is horrific and 
living with that knowledge will hurt. Meanwhile, we have 
been to workshops where global warming is treated as 
an opportunity for personal growth, and no one sees a 
problem with that. 

The alternative culture has encouraged a continuum that 
runs from the narcissistic to the sociopathic. Narcissists 
don't change. As one set of experts puts it, "Typically, as 
narcissism is an ingrained personality trait, rather than a 
chemical imbalance, medication and therapy are not very 
effective in treating the disorder. " Somewhere unarticulated, 
we all know that. And sociopaths can't change. We know 
that, too. Which is why no one raises a hand when we 
ask whether the culture will voluntarily transition to a 
sustainable way of life. 

The word sustainable serves as an example of the worst 
tendencies of the alternative culture. The word has been 
reduced to the "Praise, Jesus!" of the eco-earnest. It's a 
word where the corporate marketers, with their mediated 
upswell of green sentiment, meshes perfectly with the 
relentless denial of the privileged. It's a word I can barely 
stand to use, because it's been so exsanguinated by the 
cheerleaders for the technotopic, consumer kingdom come. 
To doubt the vague promise now firmly embedded in the 
word — that we can have our cars, our corporations, our 
consumption and our planet, too — is both treason and 
heresy to the emotional well-being of most progressives. 
But here's the question: Do we want to feel better or do we 
want to be effective? Are we sentimentalists or warriors? 

Because this way of life — devouring, degrading and insane — 
cannot continue. For "sustainable" to mean anything, we 
must embrace and then defend the bare truth: the planet 
is primary. The life-producing work of a million species 
are literally the earth, air and water that we depend on. 
No human activity — not the vacuous, not the sublime — is 
worth more than that matrix. Neither, in the end, is any 
human life. If we use the word "sustainable" and don't 
mean that, then we are liars of the worst sort: the kind who 
let atrocities happen while we stand by and do nothing. 

Even if it was theoretically possible to reach an 
individual or collective narcissist, it would take time. And 
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time is precisely what the planet has ran out of. Admitting 
that might be the exact moment that we step out of 
the cloying childishness and optimistic white-lite denial 
of so much of the Left, and into our adult knowledge. 
And with all apologies to Yeats, in knowledge begins 
responsibilities. It's to you grown-ups, the grieving and 
the raging, that we address this book. 

Ninety-eight percent of the population will do 
nothing unless they are led, cajoled, or forced. If the 
structural determinants are in place for them to live 
their lives without doing damage — like if they're hunter- 
gatherers with respected elders— then that's what 
happens. If, on the other hand, the built environment 
has been arranged for cars, while industrial schooling is 
mandatory, resisting war taxes will land you in jail, food 
is only available through giant corporate enterprises 
selling giant corporate degradation, and misogynist 
pornography is only a click away 24/7, well, welcome 
to the nightmare. This culture is basically conducting 
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a huge Milgram experiment with us, only the electric 
shocks aren't fake — they're killing off the planet, species 
by species. 

But wherever there is oppression there is resistance; that 
is true everywhere, forever. The resistance is built body by 
body from the other two percent, from the stalwart, the 
brave, the determined, who are willing to stand against 
both power and social censure. It is our thesis that there 
will be no mass movement, not in time to save this planet 
our home. That two percent in other times has been able 
to shift both the cultural consciousness and the power 
structures toward justice: Margaret Mead's small group 
of thoughtful, committed citizens. It’s valid to long for 
a movement, no matter how much we rationally know 
that we're wishing on a star. Theoretically, the human 
race as a whole could face our situation and make some 
decisions — tough decisions, but fair ones, that include an 
equitable distribution of both resources and justice, that 
respect and embrace the limits of our planet. But none of 
the institutions that govern our lives, from the economic 
to the religious, are on the side Of justice or sustainability. 
Most of them, in fact, are violently on the side of capital- 
"E" Evil. And like with the individually destructive, these 
institutions could be forced to change. The history of 
every human rights struggle bears witness to how courage 
and sacrifice can dismantle power and injustice. It takes 
bravery and persistence, political intelligence and spiritual 
strength. And it also takes time. If we had a thousand ' 
years, even a hundred years, building a movement to 
transform the dominant institutions around the globe 


would be the task before us. But the Earth is running out 
of time. The western black rhinoceros is definitely out of 
time. So is the golden toad, the pygmy rabbit. No one is 
going to save this planet except us. 

So what are our options? The usual approach of long, 
slow institutional change has been foreclosed, and many 
of us know that. The default setting for environmentalists 
has become personal lifestyle "choices." This should have 
been predictable, as it merges perfectly into the demands 
of capitalism, especially the condensed corporate version 
mediating our every impulse into their profit. But we 
can't consume our way out of environmental collapse: 
Consumption is the problem. We might be forgiven for 
initially accepting an v exhortation to "simple living" 
as a solution to that consumption, especially as the 
major environmental organizations and the media have 
declared lifestyle change our First Commandment. Have 
you accepted compact fluorescents as your personal 
savior? But lifestyle change is not a solution as it doesn't 
address the root of the problem. Even if every American 
took every single action suggested by A1 Gore it would 
only reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 21 percent. 
Aric tells a stark truth: even if, through simple living 
and rigorous recycling, you stopped your own average 
American's annual one ton of garbage production, "your 
per capita share of the industrial waste produced in the 
U.S. is still almost 26 tons. That's 37 times as much 
waste as you were able to save by eliminating a full One 
hundred percent of your personal waste." Industrialism 
itself is what has to stop. There is no kinder, greener 
version that will do the trick of leaving us a living planet. 

In blunt terms, industrialization is a process of taking 
entire communities of living beings and turning them 
into commodities and dead zones. Could it be done 
more "efficiently?" Sure/ we could use a little less fossil 
fuel, but it still ends in the same wastelands of land, 
water and sky. We could stretch this endgame out 
another 20 years but the planet still dies. Trace every 
industrial artifact back to its source — which isn't hard 
as they all leave trails of blood — and you find the same 
devastation: mining, clear cuts, dams, agriculture. And 
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now tar sands, mountaintop removal, wind farms. 
No amount of renewables are going to make up for 
the fossil fuel or change the nature of the extraction, 
both of which are prerequisites for this way of life. 
Neither fossil fuel nor extracted substances will ever be 
sustainable: by definition they will run out. And both 
getting them and using them are literally the destruction 

Continued on page 45 
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THIS WAS NO ACCIDENT 

The BP Oil Spill, Nigerian Rebels and The Future of Louisiana's Gulf Coast 


By Ray Boudreaux 

Calculated Risks 

When black plumes of oil began 
gushing forth from the silent bottom 
deep in the Gulf of Mexico on April 20, 
everyone in South Louisiana reverted 
to the crisis mode we have all lived in 
for periods of time since Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita. Our first question 
became "What can we do to help save 
our wetlands?" Thousands of willing 
Louisianians signed up to volunteer in 
the protection and cleanup efforts, and 
people began planning to carpool down 
the road to the coast to help out. 

Like a mine explosion, an outbreak of 
smallpox, or a chestnut blight, BP's oil 
spill looked like just another disaster, a 
tragic mistake made by benevolent cap- 
italists. But like those past tragedies, this 
oil spill is a predictable consequence of 
an industrial civilization where risks are 
not calculated by those who will face 
the consequences should something 
go wrong. There was no doubt that a 
deepwater oil spill could rob people 
of their landbase and their ability to 
feed themselves, but that consequence 
was considered an acceptable risk by 
those who do not live in South Louisi- 
ana: Those affected by a spill could just 
move to the city and work for money 
to buy their food if something did hap- 
pen, right?. As is always the case, the 
people weighing these risks were not 
those who would be denied the ability 
to feed themselves; they were lawyers, 
CEOs and businessmen in corporate 
offices — where shrimp cocktail plates 
and grilled fish greet their conference 
room meetings exactly at 12:30 p.m., 
every day. 

Are the benefits worth the risks? Ask 
the fishermen and shrimpers and bayou 
people who live off of the bounty of 
South Louisiana: is oil drilling worth 
the risk of destroying the ability of Lou- 
isianans to eat seafood and live on the 
coast? They were never consulted. These 
decisions were made in business offices, 
and after the proper campaign contri- 
butions, they were dutifully echoed in 



the halls of Congress. They can still be 
heard to this day in those halls, far from 
the shattered ecosystems of South Loui- 
siana. They call for an end to the mora- 
torium on new drilling, and use the 
fear of poverty by those who want jobs 
to amplify their charade. Even though 
their fishermen neighbors have been 
devastated by the spill, politicians scare 
oil workers that have no other employ- 
ment options into echoing their big oil 
agenda. In spite of miles of toxic, oiled 
marshes, 5,000 dead pelicans and other 
birds, more than 500 dead sea turtles, 


and ten times the oil of the Exxon Val- 
dez spill contaminating our homeland, 
the oil-funded fear-mongers in DC can 
only bring themselves to ask for more 
of the same and threaten us with pov- 
erty if we don't give in. 

Mirrored Histories 

Our story is not a new one. There are 
others who have lived this same story 
already, halfway around the world, in a 
country called Nigeria. 

Their story begins much the same 
way as it dqes in South Louisiana: Eu- 
ropeans arrived in Nigeria, calculated 
the worth of human beings' labor and 
the land they called home, and bought 
and sold them both as private property. 
They never gave a thought-to Nigerian 
ways of life, or to how their actions 
would impact the systems for living sus- 
tainably on the landbase that had been 
honed to perfection from knowledge 
handed down through generations. 

Slavery is a peculiar institution of cap- 
italism. It is only useful to slave-owners 
when there is plenty of land, but few 
willing laborers. This is often the case at 
capitalism's frontiers, where people do 
not have to succumb to wage labor be- 
cause they still live in intact commu- 
nities that can feed themselves. Such 
were the circumstances in the South- 
ern US that gave rise to the plantation 



Fisherfolk in the Niger Delta, Gas Flair From Oil Extraction in Background 
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economy, one of the many points at 
which Nigerian and Louisianian ge- 
nealogy intertwine. 

When Europeans arrived, the Na- 
tive Americans who called South Loui- 
siana home refused to willingly be- 
come wage laborers. Knowing the land 
as they did, they preferred to continue 
living from it rather than. to work for 
colonizers. The Native Americans took 
in many African mnaway slaves who 
felt the same way. 

The memory of this generosity be- 
tween peoples resisting capitalist expan- 
sion is alive today in the celebrations of 
the Mardi Gras Indians in New Orleans, 
and in native communities such as the 
Houma Nation in South Louisiana. The 
Houma continue to fight against the oil 
companies whose pipeline canals have 
carved up the wetlands and allowed salt 
water intrusion to erode them. Spread 
throughout six parishes of Southeastern 
Louisiana, Houma history, culture, and 
livelihoods are deeply tied to water. They 
are commercial and subsistence fisher- 
men, and still largely rely on the wet- 
lands for survival. Surviving on marginal 
land until now, nothing in centuries of 
hardship has put them more in danger of 
displacement than this BP spill. 

Halfway around the world in Nigeria, 
the residents*of the Niger Delta, a vast 
river delta and marshland ecosystem 
similar to our own, also live in close re- 
lationship to a landbase that sits on vast 
oil reserves. Many Niger Delta residents 


are fishermen, shrimpers, and bayou 
dwellers. As it did here, oil exploration 
came to the Niger Delta area decades 
ago, brought by the same corporations 
we see every day in Louisiana: Shell, BP, 
Chevron, Texaco and Exxon-Mobil. 

Oil companies promised tax rev- 
enues and campaign contributions 
to the Nigerian government in ex- 
change for the "right" to drill for oil in 
the Delta — a right which, as in South 
Louisiana, the politicians had no real 
authority to give away. 

Since drilling began in 1958, and after 
more than 7,000 spills and 13 million 
barrels of oil have fouled the Niger Del- 
ta, it is one of the most polluted places 
on Earth. Despite their oil surplus, the 
people of the Niger Delta are still among 
the poorest Nigerians; revenues flow to 
the national government and are never 
returned to the communities who take 
the risks (and bear the costs) of the oil 
drilling. Sound familiar? 

James Carville recently said of South 
Louisiana, "We have not seen a single 
penny of royalties for oil produced more 
than six miles off our coast. We assume 
all of the risk, produce seafood and oil 
and gas, with none of the reward. Yes, 
$165 billion of royalties have gone to 
the federal treasury that could go to help 
repair this pressing issue." 

The situations in the two Deltas 
bear striking parallels. Oil companies 
have been able to buy themselves even 
greater exemption from regulation in 


Nigeria than here,, and the people are 
even poorer and have a more polluted 
Delta as a result. 

There is one difference, however, 
between Southern Nigeria and South- 
ern Louisiana: In the Niger Delta, they 
have the MEND. 

MEND: The Movement for Emanci- 
pation of the Niger Delta 

Residents of the Niger Delta have 
fought the oil companies for decades. 
They've fought for better protections 
and regulations to stop the oil spills that 
were destroying their ability to fish, farm 
and survive with dignity on unpolluted 
land. They fought for more oil revenue 
in a cruel exchange for losing their way 
of life. They fought dictatorships and 
elected politicians, both of whom fa- 
vored oil drilling in the Delta while tak- 
ing all the royalties from it, as our two 
national parties do here in the States. 

The Nigerians fought peacefully for 
decades. They organized, they protest- 
ed, and they created large united move- 
ments fighting for justice. They became 
effective, and so their leaders were mur- 
dered and arrested by government and 
private oil company hit squads. In 1995, 
after leading a protest movement against 
Shell, activist Ken Saro-Wiwa was infa- 
mously executed at Shell's behest. 

After decades of frustratingly unsuc- 
cessful peaceful struggle, a few years 
ago some smaller Niger Delta outlaw 
groups united to fight together by any 
means necessary, to force the 
oil companies to change their 
practices. The need for change 
was urgent: It was fight, face 
toxic death, or become new 
slum dwellers in cities, working 
for peanuts at jobs they hated, 
if they could even find jobs. 
This is how MEND was bom. 

MEND, has engaged in ev- 
erything from destroying oil 
pipelines and giving away 
free oil to occupying oil plat- 
forms with guns mounted on 
their fishing boats. They've 
kidnapped foreign employees 
for ransom and bombed oil 
company offices. They’ve de- 
clared war against big oil in 
the Delta. 


Recent Oil Spills 


Talmadge Creek Oil Spill 

Kalamazoo River, MI 

Jul 26, 2010 

Xingang Port Oil SpillA 

Yellow Sea, China 

Jul 16-21, 2010 

BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill 

Gulf of Mexico 

Apr 20-Jul 15, 2010 

Taylor Energy Oil Spill (26 wells) 

Gulf of Mexico 

Sep 6, 2004- Present 

2010 ExxonMobile Oil Spill 

Niger Delta 

May 1, 2010 

2010 Great Barrier Reef Oil Spill 

Keppel Island, Australia 

Apr 3, 2010 

2010 Port Arthur Oil Spill 

Port Author, TX 

Jan 23, 2010 

Montara Oil Spill 

Timor Sea, Australia 

Aug 21, 2009 

2008 New Orleans Oil Spill 

, Mississippi River 

Jan 28, 2008 

2007 Korea Oil Spill 

Yellow Sea, South Korea 

Dec 7, 2007 

COSCO Busan Oil Spill 

San Francisco Bay, CA 

Nov 7, 2007 

Kab 101 Oil Spill 

Bay of Campeche, Mexico 

Oct 23-Dec 17, 2007 

FPL Manatee Bay Pipeline Spill 

Port Manatee, FL 

Sep 19, 2006 

Citgo Refinery Spill 

Lake Charles, LA 

Jun 19, 2006 

Prudhoe Bay Oil Spill 

Alaska North Slope 

Mar 2, 2006 

Bass Enterprises Oil Spill 

Cox Bay, LA 

Aug 30, 2005 

2005'Shell Oil Spill 

Pilottown, LA 

Aug 30, 2005 

2005 Chevron Oil Spill 

Empire, LA 

Aug 30, 2005 

Murphey Oil Refinery Spill 

Chalmette, LA 

Aug 30, 2005 

MV Selendang Ayu Oil Spill 

Unalaska Island, AK 

Dec 8, 2004 

Athos 1 

Delaware River 

Nov 26, 2004 




They've declared war against big oil in 
the Delta. 

Can you blame them? What threat 
is more fundamental, more existential 
than taking away a community's ability 
to feed itself? Native Americans fought 
back as their buffalo were slaughtered. 
Native Mapuche warriors in Chile fight 
logging companies fouling their rivers 
and destroying their hunting habitat. 
Tribes in West Papua, Indonesia, fight 
against mining by capitalists. Freeport- 
McMoRan; who, in its insatiable quest 
for gold and copper, is polluting rivers 
and killing fish the tribes rely on. MEND 
is fighting back, just like countless people 
who've relied on the land have, against 
corporations who decide that someone 
else’s land, food and way of life can be 
sacrificed for the benefit of civilization, 
profits and investor dividends. 

Our Future, Our Decision 

The BP oil spill is an accident the 
same way that fouling the rivers with 
silt by clearcutting is an accident. It is 
an accident the same way the oil com- 
pany canals destroying our wetlands 
are an accident. When you hear "ac- 
cident" from a corporation, it can be 
translated as "an acceptable risk that 
was taken with your lives and lands." 

Only the people who live on the 
land can weigh the risks and benefits 
of an action that could destroy the en- 
tire basis for the community's surviv- 
al. They reliably— and intelligently — 
decide that those kind of risks are not 
risks worth taking. 

For decades in Louisiana, it has been 
"one damned thing after another," in 
the words of James Carville, a political 
consultant and media personality. Call- 
er after caller on WWL radio has said 
if the Gulf Coast was its own nation, 
we'd be as rich as Saudi Arabia with all 
the oil revenues we'd have. Instead, we 
are part of the perpetually poor Deep 
South. When will we be the ones to 
decide which risks are acceptable? 

Let's hope it doesn't take a fight like 
the one MEND is wagihg in Nigeria, 
but if history is any guide, it just might. 
We have few other decisions left. 

Will the future see the emergence of 
MELD, the Movement for the Emancipa- 
tion of the Louisiana Delta? Lord knows 


we have all the guns we need. Now we 
must decide what our way of life and our 
ecosystem is worth to us, to our kids and 
to our grandkids. Will we fight for our 
ability to live off the land? Will we fight, 
or will we surrender to the monstrous 
pressures of corporations, protected by 
the police, military and court system? 
Will we fight, or will we accept the de- 
cisions the politicians make for us, even 
when those decisions destroy our lives? 

The only true decision we have left 
is about which path to take: resistance 
or capitulation. It's the only decision 
not taken out of our hands by power- 
ful interests backed by government- 
caliber guns, and it's the same decision 
that has been faced by every people 
deemed expendable by the Insatiable 
appetite for growth of "Western civi- 
lization." It's a decision that has been 
nagging in the back of our minds for 
decades: as Army Corps projects de- 
prived the wetlands of sediment, as 
US agribusiness and industry were al- 
lowed to use the Mississippi River as 
a giant industrial sewer creating Gulf 
dead zones, as oil pipelines spilled and 
eroded our wetlands, and as chemicals 
rained from the skies and poured as 
poison into the water from the oil and 
chemical refineries of Cancer Alley be- 
tween New Orleans and Baton Rouge. 

If such a decision is made, and resis- 
tance to this destruction comes to exist, 
the MELD will always find a welcome 
place in my home, and 1 know many 
people of the Gulf Coast who feel ex- 
actly the same way. For a resistance 
worthy of the love we feel for this place 
we call home. For the future. 

ForThose Who Choose Resistance 

It is up to us: do we fight, or do we 
die as broken people, uprooted and ex- 
ploited, without a place to call home? 

We can begin by NOT volunteering 
in the cleanup efforts. Make BP pay 
us to clean up their mess; don't do it 
for free! 

We can begin by blocking roads like 
LA 1, which is a critical link in the 
offshore oil industry, until the federal 
government gives us a larger share of 
royalties and allows our community 
to make decisions about what are ac- 
ceptable risks for oil drilling. 


We can begin by showing the docu- 
mentary Sweet Crude about MEND in 
every town in South Louisiana, and dis- 
cussing the parallels of the two situations 
with our friends and neighbors. 

We can begin by occupying the offices 
of oil companies and related businesses 
(such as Dubai-based Halliburton) until 
they stop buying and corrupting our po- 
litical system and more fairly compensate 
the people harmed by decades of drilling 
and the current BP disaster. 

We can begin by occupying the offices 
of agribusinesses whose pollutants have 
ruined our river and whose lobbying has 
resulted in policies upriver that harm our 
communities, and who have never paid 
a dime in compensation for the risks they 
thought were acceptable for us. 

We can begin by blockading or occu- 
pying refineries, where cancerous flares 
of chemicals and toxic sludge poison our 
communities on a daily basis. 

We can begin by blocking shipping 
lanes with our boats, including the Mis- 
sissippi River, one of the most important 
locations for raw materials imports in the 
US (raw materials no doubt obtained at 
the cost of people somewhere else con- 
tinuing to live on their land). The brave 
people of Bayou La Batre, Alabama have 
already blocked shipping lanes there 
twice in protest. 

We can begin by organizing ourselves 
and protesting, like the 500 people who 
gathered in New Orleans to demand that 
BP and the government stop destroying 
our coast, or the protestors in New York 
who blockaded a BP gas station to speak 
to the corporation in the only language 
they understand: money. 

We can begin by organizing our com- 
munities into popular assemblies where 
WE make the decisions about things that 
affect our lives, and where we take care of 
our community as a whole to ensure it 
survives to see tomorrow. 

Ray B. is an anarchist who dropped out of 
high school to summit hop after the Seattle 
WTO riots and organize against corporate 
scum from' home in New Orleans. He has 
participated in various environmental and 
animal rights campaigns, been a FNBer, a 
squatter and organizer of solidarity events 
for West Papuan tribal guerillas. He enjoys 
traipsing around the marshes when he's not 
in school working on his degree. 
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The following timeline is only an indication of the number of actions and carnpaignsthat took place under the EFf banner 


1 980-1 984 


Turning Point: June 21 , Kalmiopsis Wilderness Blockade Assaulted by Bulldozer, Foreman Run Down by Truck 

Leads to the halting of Bald Mt. Road 



During the first period of Earth Firstl’s existence, it was Actions to follow would build on this brazen critique of 
a loosely bound gaggle of self-styled troublemakers, disen- industrial civilization. A roadshow starring EF! co-founders, 
chanted environmentalists calling themselves radicals who Dave Foreman, Bart Koeler and Elowie Wolke, criss-crossed 
would put the earth first. They were conservationists, an- the US in three months, spreading fire and brimstone (and 
archists, eco-feminists, deep ecologists, artists, pagans, environmental awareness, too!). In 1981, the Dam Crack- 
misanthropes and white collar businessmen. Well, maybe ers unfurreled a long, black-plastic sliver down the front of 
not white collar businessmen, but there were some pretty the Glen Canyon Dam resembling a huge crack as eager on- 
high class herbatologists skulking around the periphery lookers listened to Ed Abbey give a stirring convocation on 
of the camp fire. The first known action occurred in the protecting wilderness. 

Gila National Forest, with bandana-clad ruffians erecting Symbolic actions soon moved to direct interventions. I he 
a monument to the Apache chief, Victorio, who raided EF! Australia campaign to save the Tasmanian rainforest be- 
a nearby mining camp in 1880. The monument read: came international news, while impassioned campaigns com- 
menced in Oregon's Kalmiopsis Wilderness and the Sinkyone 

1 'I of Northern California. EF!ers blockaded roads successfully 

in both places, halting deforestation in roadless areas identi- 
fied by the Roadless Area Review and Evaluation (RARE II). It 
wasn't long before occupations would enter the mix. 

EF!ers had a sound knowledge of environmental policy, 
and in 1984, they took their No Compromise! critique to the 
office of Montana Senator Melcher. Having pressed for the 
Wilderness Act of 1984, which threatened to condemn acres 
of roadless areas to deforestation, Melcher found activists oc- 
cupying his office, sitting in his chair, and refusing to leave. 


700 Arrested in Australia, including member of Parliament, protecting Tasmania Rainforest j 


March 20: Cracking of the Glen Canyon Dam 


EF!J Conceived 


Earth First! Roadshow: 40 venues in 3 months 


Blockade Saves Sally Bell Grove in Sinkyone (Humboldt/Medocino) 


July 4th w/ EF!: “Wilderness is America. What can be more patrioric that the love of the land?” -Dave Foreman 


July 10-12: EF!ers occupy Montana Senator Melcher’s office to protest Wilderness Act of 1984 


In background: EF'.ers lock down to gates of Mount Graham 
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1985-1989 



The second half of the 1 980s saw the vast expansion of James 
Watts' slash and bum forestry policies, and Earth Firsti’s swash- 
buckling actions along with it. As rapacious timber companies 
were allowed by the Federal Government to pillage every road- 
less area available — even designated wilderness areas in some 
cases — EF! came out of the woodwork to Sab the bastards. 

While EF! prospered, the culture and ideas of the founders 
flourished, and in some cases floundered. Articles by Dave 
Foreman, including Rehabitatien, Biocentrichm and Self De- 
fense set an encouraging tone for the movement, brought to 
an extreme by the polarizing article, Earth First! No Wimps. 
Love Your Mother , Don 't Become One, by Dana Lyons, was also 
met with controversy. 

In the meantime, the movement was starting to grow be- 
yond wilderness defense. Anti-GMO protests, species protection 
and hunt sabs started to pull EF! in many directions. Offshoots 
like the Rainforest Action Network (RAN) sprung forth. 

As EF! began spreading out, its founders became targets of 
increasing government investigation. Howie Wolke was ar- 
rested for pulling up survey stakes, and two years later, as he 
felt the reigns of the movement sliding from his hands, Dave 
Foreman was arrested for alleged involvement in a plot to 
destroy power lines. 


First tree-sit: Save the Cathedral Grove 
(Western Oregon) 


Arizona 5 arrested for conspiracy to 
destroy power lines 


Howie Wolke jailed for pulling survey stakes 


First anti-GMO protests 


Save Mt. Graham Campaign Begins 
Active groups in Hawaii, Washington 
Colorado, Oregon, California, Utah, 
Idaho and Texas protest deforestation, 
mines and new roads 


MAXXAM begins clear cuts of California redwoods 
EF! responds with tree sits, extended campaign 


Return to Bald Mt 


Colorado EF! fights 
welfare ranching, 
LA EF! wins struggle 
for wilderness, 
EF! locks down to 
protect Jemez in NM 


New coalition, Rainforest Action 
Network and EF! protests 
World Bank 


Campaign to Save Grizzlies in 
Yellowstone generates wide- 
spread support 


I Activists scuttle Icelandic 
| whaling fleet in one day 


In background: EFIers march for the wolves in Montana 
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by Ilse Asplund 


WHEN THE FBI roared 
through the forest to my home, 
I was gathering clothes to take to 
the laundromat. My daughter was 
six and my son was three. The doors 
and windows of our forest home 
were thrown open to the golden 
light of early Summer. A clan of 
Stellars jays hopped from branch to 
branch in the Gambels oak outside 
the open door, and the butterscotch scent of Ponderosa 
drifted in on warm dry air. 

Wearing a cotton nightshirt and a pair of flip flops, I 
walked down a footpath through the trees to the unpaved 
forest road and loaded duffel sacks of laundry into the 
car. I looked up to see a cloud of dust bearing down upon 
me, and within the whirlwind a phalanx of vehicles five 
abreast. It was unusual, damned out of the ordinary, for 
there to be this kind of traffic on our little road. 

I stood in the morning air, with the children eating 
breakfast and looking for lost shoes and the FBI Special 
Forces leaping out of white cars and vans and into the tor- 
rent of dust. It was 7:30 a.m. on May 31, 1989. 

Mark Davis, Marc Baker and Peg Millet had been arrest- 
ed attempting to cut through power lines near the Harcu- 
var substation of the Central Afizona Project in the desert 
outside Wendon, Arizona — less than 12 hours earlier. Of 
course, I didn't know this just yet. Mark and I couldn't 
find a babysitter for his two daughters or my kids, so at 
the last minute I stayed behind with the children. When 
Mark didn’t come back I thought they'd decided to sleep 
somewhere in town — maybe at Mike Fain's place. It was 
a long drive from Wendon to all of our forest-scattered 
homes. In this moment I began to understand what was 
happening, but it would take years to understand the full 
extent of the infiltration. 

Alone in the forest with the kids alone in the house, 
I was both completely terrified and serenely calm — prob- 
ably in shock. Armed men raced up the hill toward the 
house. A woman in a blue skirt approached me. I thought, 
they have sent, to interrogate me, a woman of similar build, 
appearance and age. We were both athletic, on the tall side 
and blonde, both in our early thirties. She sidled up to me, 
showed her FBI identification, and produced a search war- 
rant for the house. She is assigned to me. 

"I am the lead agent in this case. We have arrested Mark, 
Marc, Peggy and Mike. We know about everything. I can 
help you." Mike! You have definitely not arrested Mike. Mike 
was the outsider, he was an agent all along... 

Mark told Peg, he told me, "Mike is a deep plant. There’s 
a part of him that's holding something back." He repeatedly 


admonished Peg to tell Mike absolutely nothing about our 
activities. But each time, the warning passed directly from 
Mark's mouth to Mike's ear, through Peg, and gradually a 
connection between the two men was negotiated. Marc Bak- 
er had never actually met Agent Fain until he climbed into 
the man's blue Ford pickup to head for the power lines. 

Inside the'house the children were crying; cereal, socks, 
lunch boxes scattered about the kitchen; all the color 
drained from their faces. Adam's hair matted from sleep, 
Alexis Davis asked where her father was. I gathered them 
up in my arms and put each of them on the couch. "Stay 
here. Just sit here for a little while. It'll be OK." There is too 
much chaos! I can't watch it all, and I don't know what is 
going to happen. I expect to be arrested, and I don't know 
where they'll take me. I don't know what they've done 
with Mark and Marc and Peg. 

With the kids all in one place, I ran back up stairs where 
the men from the cars were rapidly disassembling the fur- 
nishings. They took books from the bookshelves, bedding 
off the mattresses, mattresses off the frames, shoes from 
the closets, clothes from the drawers, doors off the hinges, 
faces off the speakers, papers from files. They wore gloves, 
they put things in ziplock bags and in boxes. It would be 
five years before I got back the match to my hiking boot 
bearing an "FBI evidence" imprint. 

The "Lead Agent," Lori E. Bailey, sat across from me 
at the old, oval kitchen table, beneath a wicker hanging 
lamp. She knows many things. "Your ex-husband won't 
take the children. You'll have to find someone to come get 
them if we arrest you today. You'll have to call Jane." Jane 
is a person I have never laid eyes on before. "I know this is 
difficult, and I can help you." It feels very close to real. 

You would have to endure this experience to know how 
calming, how persuasive, it is to be sitting with someone 



INTERNATIONAL CONSPIRACY 



who can end the free fall, who can bring to a stop the ever- 
worsening hemorrhage. 


"I'm going to go. I have to get my children to school." 

"The best thing you can do for your children right now 
is to sit here for just a few minutes and talk to me." She 
says it without menace, in a calm, steady voice. I take a 
breath. I will give it a try. "What is your full name?" "What 
is your date of birth?" "How long have you lived at this 
address?" See, easy questions. The kind you'd ask someone in 
the midst of a trauma to help pull them back together. "How 
long have you known Peggy?" "Have you ever met Dave 
Foreman?" "Where was Mark going last night?" 

Don't lie. What ever you do, don't lie. She is laying a trap; if 
you lie it will get very nasty. This is the trail of breadcrumbs lead- 
ing to the trap, and I am nibbling my way infinitesimally into 
danger. She hasn't asked me anything I shouldn't answer. How 
will I know where to stop? She will begin to circle around on me 
before I even know it. There won't be any way out. I am on very 
shaky ground, getting confused inside. I’ve got to get out. 

"I've got to go." I stand up. "You are an intelligent woman, 
Use. I know that you and Mark are breaking up. You know 
what's right for your children," cluing me in to the next rung 
on the ladder out of here. I don't know what to say, I can't tell 
if I'm being arrested. "Do I have to talk to you? I don't want 
to talk to you without a lawyer." "No, you don't have to talk 
to me now, Ilse. But if you don’t cooperate now you won't 
have time to make arrangements for your children when 
you're arrested. You don't want the state to take them, do 
you?" I hardly know how to think about all of these things, 
and 'Stand up to leave. She closes in swiftly then, one more 
question before I can get away. "What do you want us to do 
with your children?" The brutality of the question stuns and 
clarifies my senses; something icy and fierce floods my veins. 
"I'm not going to answer that question." 


Just then the phone began to ring. I moved toward it, 
hoping someone was calling to tell me what had hap- 
pened. The special agent gripped both my arms, pulling 
me away. I have to ask, "Where are Mark and Peggy and 
Marc?" She is not hapjry with the way this interview is 
going. She tried to be reasonable, offering a nice carrot 
before sneaking up behind to beat the crap out of me with 
her questions. "You won't answer my questions; I don't 
have to answer yours." No more Ms. Nice Guy. She shoves 
me to the stairs with her police force trained body. 

The kids were on the couch, trying to be brave. "We're 
all OK. The police are going to look around the house, and 
we're going to get dressed and go to school." This seemed 
crazy, but we had to get out of the house. I was afraid if we 
stayed I might say something or be taken away from them. 

We traveled the three miles of dirt road, and when we 
reached pavement 1 stopped at the first pay phone and 
called Marc's wife. "Nicole, its Ilse." "They're already here." 
"Nicole, don’t talk." "They already know everything." Her 
husband was in jail or prison or somewhere, and these 
people had put him there. "They don't know everything. 
Tell them you don't want to talk." 

I took all the kids to school and day care, and then called 
several lawyers. They wanted to schedule appointments and 
charge money, which I didn't have. They wanted to know 
the nature of my legal problem which I couldn't explain. 1 
called friends in Tucson; Dave had been arrested at gunpoint 
dt the same time the dust cloud rolled up my driveway. I was 
freefalling. How long are they going to be at the house? Why 
didn't they arrest me? What are they waiting for? Where 
are Mark and Peg and Marc? What does Dave have to do 
with this? Who else is being interrogated? Arrested? Am I 
just paranoid, or am I seeing an unusual number of white 
Crown Victoria's with large radio antennas tearing urgently 
around town? Is this really happening? I nurtured an insane 
hope that I had imagihed the whole terrible scenario, a ran- 
dom incident that literally vanished in my rear view mirror. 
But I wasn't going to drive back out there and find out. 

My relationship with Earth First! is kind of like a shot-gun 
marriage. We were just "going out,” getting to know each other 
when the Feds came in. I was coming out of an anti-nuclear 
background and with a deep commitment to issues affecting 
the four comers area. It is ironic and bizarre that the anti-nu- 
clear issue was used as leverage for an incursion into what was 
essentially a wilderness conservation based movement. 

However, the mistake, or misperception, was there 
from the very early days of Earth First!. It predated and, 
I think, shaped the way the FBI chose to develop its 
counter-intelligence operation against the movement. 

According to FBI internal memoranda acquired through 
FOIA, a case was opened on May 16, 1986 to investigate 
the destruction of power lines at the Palo Verde Nuclear 

Continued on page 100 



loss." I think at 
this juncture, the 
Earth First! pro- 
testers gathered 
outside and began 
chanting pro-griz- 
zly slogans, and 
the clientele got 
| nervous. Davis 
§ got anested and I 
I think Roselle did 
I too. Marcy and I 
1 enjoyed our salm- 
on entree (which 
was a bit dry) and 
joined the protest 
later. . . 

Manes, now an attorney in California, 
was a regular contributor to the EF! Jour- 
nal throughout the '80s. He is also the 
author of Green Rage and Other Cre- 
ations. Look for more from him in the 
"Where are they now?" section of the 
30th Anniversary, Vol. 2. 


Comrade Mikhail Sonovavich RoSelski (AKA Mike Roselle) at the Kremlin (4to AEjiAib?) 

the bear's, demands. Finally, Mike Da- 
vis, also dressed as a (smaller) grizzly, 
Yellowstone National Park had built would chain himself to the restaurant 
a restaurant on prime grizzly habitat, door, with the result of a Brechtian dis- 
and in ‘86 it was generally succumb- ruption of the bourgeois consumption 
ing to the gentrification of wilderness of wilderness. It all went pretty much 
tourism at the expense of grizzlies. The as planned. 

plan was for Mike Roselle to dress in Roselle sauntered in, growling and 
a grizzly bear outfit and lope into the begging for scraps of food, much to the 
restaurant begging for salmon dinners delight of the patrons, who thought it 
from the tourists who had usurped his was some kind of park sanctioned event 
meal. Meanwhile, Marcy Willow and for "Grizzly Days" or something. Marcy 
I had made a reservation at the eatery and I started to make loud sympathetic 
and were the official "shills," mostly comments like, "The bear has a point — 
because we were among the few mid- maybe we shouldn't be destroying griz- 
dle-class-looking people in Earth First!, zly habitat just to have splendid cuisine 
Our role was to pipe up and indicate like this!" Or, "I think we should reevalu- 
to the tourists the reasonableness of ate our culinary habits in light of habitat 


By Christopher Manes 


An unknown grizzly 


The FBI Stole My Fiddl 


The next day in the papers 
Although it made no sense 
Was a photo of my fiddle 
And they called it evidence 
They went and took my Birkenstocks 
They went and took my car 
But when they took my fiddle 
Well you know they went too far 
(repeat chorus) 

Well they said the string's was fuses 
And my bow it was the light 
And inside of my fiddle hole 
I stashed my dynamite 
So when I stroke my fuse strings 
With my fiddle bow 
You'd better run for cover 
'Cause this fiddle might just blow 
(repeat chorus) 

Now Special Agent Richard Held 
Is the man behind the show 
He helped frame Leonard Peltier 
And he jailed Geronimo 
He took more than their fiddles 
Life sentences no bail 
It's time to free them all and 
Let's put Richard Held in jail 


By Judi Bari and Daryl Cherney 
[played in the style of a walking blues song] 


I was drivin' out of Oakland 
On a tour for Redwood Summer 
When a bomb went off inside my car 
It was a major bummer G F 


Then they blamed me for the bomb 
D GF 

That almost took my life 


But there's one more thing that they did 

One last twist of the knife 

Chorus: 


The FBI stole my fiddle 


The FBI stole my fiddle 


The FBI stole my fiddle 
(2nd time: Edgar Hoover’s stole my fiddle 
(3rd time: William Session's stole my fiddle 
(4rd time: Richard Held's stole my fiddle 
(5th time: Now Louis Fries got my fiddle 
D G Gm D A 
And I want my fiddle back 


© 1991 by Darryl Cherney and Judi Bari. All rights reserved. 
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Timber Wars in Southern Illinois 


FAIRVIEW. 

FREED^ 


Earth Firstlers successfully chase the Forest Service out of Fairview timber sale area during Timber Wars blockade. 


Photos & Action Story 
By Orin Langelle 


attorneys representing the 
environmental activists 
a temporary restraining 
order forbidding the cutting 
of Fairview until further 
review. Although in 1991 
the authorities allowed 
Fairview to be cut by the 
logging industry, it was the 
beginning of the end for 
timber companies in the 
Shawnee National Forest. 
Local residents stopped 
most cutting and the last 
tree that fell to chainsaws 
was in 1998. The Forest 
Service may have won the 
battle of Fairview, but 
they lost the timber wars 
in the Shawnee. 


an old beat up sedan that already donated.” 
we dubbed "The Biscuit." The major daily newspa- 
A timber sale was an- Outreach went to the local per in Springfield, IL, went 
nounced by the US Forest surrounding communities, so far as to say that what 
Service that was to take We declared that our was going on in the Shaw- 
place in the Shawnee Na- actions were in solidarity nee National Forest, "was 
tional Forest of southern with Redwood Summer a popular uprising." Al- 
Illinois, 1990. The Fairview as well as the Mohawk most every night the occu- 
area, slated to be cut, was uprising in Kanehsatake pation was the lead story on 
rich in biodiversity, a (Kanienkehaka), Canada. TV across a four state region 
haven for songbirds and A local Shawnee EF! was (at least until George the 
loved by the locals. formed. first started bombing Bagh- 

A southern Illinois For almost three months dad). Eventually Forest Ser- 
regional environmental (80 days) we held the area vice special agents arrived 
group invited Earth First! (at that time, the longest EF! from across the US and 
to come in and defend blockade in history). The the invasion of law enforce- 
the area. Tents were set up local postmaster even gave ment and bulldozers began, 
in the logging road, and us a postbox so we could The day they moved in, my 
an encampment spread receive mail. At one time friend John, who turned 
throughout the timber sale we had to put up a sign thirty years old that day 
area. Tree sitting platforms declaring, "Please no more and was wanted by the 
were made. One of our food donations today — we Forest Service for entering 
road blockades consisted of have enough organic food a closure area illegally, 

turned himself in by us- 
ing a kryptonite bicycle 
lock to lock his neck to a 
' '• t logging skidder. The Forest 

"V Service responded by put- 
ting an aluminum shield 
around his head and cutting 
off the lock with an acetylene 
torch while John sang, “God 
Bless America." 

The cutting never 
began that year as a 

EFiER UNDER ALUMINUM SHIELD GETTING LOCK REMOVED WITH ACETYLENE TORCH Federal COUrt granted 
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1 990-1 994 


EF! launches campaign against salvage logging: 

‘Warner Creek will set the precedent for salvage logging in ancient forest ‘reserves” 


Redwood Summer II 


Ecotoma Summer 


Judi Bari and Darryl Chemey 
bombed 


ALF begins Operation 
Bite Back 


Operation Mangrove Shield 
defends South Florida 


Redwood Summer begins 


be gins | 


8-city protest for Sea Turtles 


Victory results horn blockades 
in Chaelundi, Australia j 


Stumptown blocks logging on 
Enola Hill, Mb Hood, OR 


Occupation of University of 
Arizona President Pachenco’s 
office for Mt. Graham 


Never before had the environmental movement suffured 
such an onslaught of bad news: By 1989, people were fight- 
ing tooth and nail over control of the Journal, an FBI infil- 
trator had implicated five F.Flers (see page 16), and then lid 
Abbes' died. The movement was expanding to include more 
social change issues, and greater diversity of activists. The 
nationwide call for people to come to California and par- 
ticipate in a mass civil disobedience campaign called Red- 
wood Summer took F.F! organizing to a new level and vis- 
ibility, but heated things up in the redwoods, and raised 
controversy over the campaign’s stance opposing property 
damage during the civil disobedience campaign. The orga- 
nizer many looked to for leadership, Judi Bari, was building 
alliances with loggers and mill w'orkers, mounting a sophis- 
ticated class analysis heretofore not present in Earth First! 

Bari, stood up for the loggers against the timber companies, 
mounting an unusually sophisticated class analysis, while also 
drawing ecofeminist anti-racist connections. Bari called for 
a massive campaign to defend California's Redwoods called 
Redwood Summer, drawing on the strategy of civil disobe- 
dience used during the civil rights movement's Mississippi 


Sujnmer and mobilizing over three thousand activists. 

In 1990, Judi Bari's car was bombed, nearly killing her. Flic 
bombing, and the subsequent FBI efforts to discredit Bari and 
her partner Darryl Cherney in the media, sent shockwaves 
through the movement. It was the latest in the FBI and De- 
partment of Justice's efforts to link EF! with explosives and 
violence and portray the movement as terrorist, thus disem- 
powering it. EF! mourned collectively, and then fought back 
harder than ever. By 1995, three free states had set up barri- 
cades, Redwood Summers continued and EF!'s numbers grew. 

On a wing and a prayer (and an old schoolbus belonging 
to a former life insurance agent inspired by Redwood Sum- 
mer), the Cove/Mallard campaign blocked the deforestation 
of pristine wilderness in Idaho, sticking a wedge in the For- 
est Service's campaign to destroy roadless areas. 

In 1995, the Salvage Rider was passed by Clinton, al- 
lowing wilderness areas to be cut "for their own good." 
When authorities claimed that an arson set in a beauti- 
ful area of the Willamette Forest called Warner Creek pro- 
vided just cause to protect the forest from further fires 
through "salvage logging," Earth First! stopped them. 


In background: Judi Bari's car after a bomb injured her and passenger \ Darryl Chemey 













Woody Harrelson 
climbs Golden Gate 
Bridge for Redwoods 


Rally for Headwaters Forest 
brings 8,000 people to the 
redwoods, including Mickey 
Hart and Bonnie Raitt 


WTO meeting shut 
down in Seattle 


ELF torches Vail Ski 
Resort 


Minehaha Free 
State begins 


First Minnesota blockade 
by Big Woods EF! 


RAN: Mitsubishi Boycott 
Strikes 


Ruckus Society founded 


UK GMO scythings 


In background: Warner Creek Blockade (top) , Hea dwaters Rally (bottom ) 


Goolengook blockade begins in Ai 


The repression did not die down as the millennium ticked 
away, nor did it stop Earth First!. EF! simply would not back 
down— lock downs and free states sprang up while "treesit” 
became a household word. 

The Warner Creek Free State stood successfully blocking logging 
for years until authorities backed off. Cove/Mallard had also de- 
clared victory by the end of the '90s, and a new campaign began 
to protect the wild against a nuclear dump in Ward Valley, South- 
ern California. An anti-roads free state opened in Minnesota, re- 
sistance to 1-69 started in the Mid-West, and militant direct action 
by the new Earth Liberation Front (ELF) cost industry millions. 

Projects like the Buffalo Field Campaign, which came out of 
Earth First! campaigns and groups, helped build the movement, 
but the idealogical split around using property’ destruction along 
with civil disobedience reached a new height of intensity with 
the dramatic actions of the ELF. Caught in the maelstrom was the 
Earth First! Journal, trying to moderate the debate.". Caught in the 
maelstrom was the Earth First! lounial, which many felt had begun 
to accept property destruction as an acceptable Earth First! tactic. 

Still, the momentum from the 90s carried over into the mil- 
lenium with many EF!ers taking part in the Battle in Seattle. 


UK Reclaim the Streets 


smashes cars, holds Street 


Carnival 


Trees spiked in 
Gabon, Africa 


Wild Rockies EF! 
lockdown protects 
Montana wilderness 


1-69 Resistance 
Begins 
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Twenty Years of Protest & Resistance 




Looking Forward to More Digger-Diving, 
Machine-Sabbing, Locking-on 

Radical Ecological Direct Action 


By Some British EFIers 

The first British Earth First! Gath- 
ering was on a beautiful squat- 
ted site near Brighton in February 
1992. People had previously tried 
to start EF! rabble-rousing over 
here, . inspired by vibrant and radi- 
cal EF! groups in the US, Austral- 
ia, India and other countries, and 
the first attempt at a gathering in 
1991 had been stopped by the po- 
lice. To the present day, EF! gather- 
ings have continued to be a place 
where most of the major British 
ecological direct-action campaigns 
or one-offs have been dreamt up or 
developed. 

Already by 1991, EFIers in Britain 
had been active setting up the first 
anti-road protest camp at Twyford 
Down. Peat-stripping machinery 
in Yorkshire had been "decommis- 
sioned," and there had been shut- 
downs of timber yards and ports 
in support of indigenous resistance 
against wilderness destruction. Car- 
mageddon road blockades had re- 
claimed space from the onslaught of 
the roads program and car culture, 
and there'd been countless smaller 


actions by day and night — from anti- 
nuke actions, to climate protest 
and ecological defence. There was a 
strong sense of urgency due to the 
ecological crisis we’re still comforta- 
bly creating. Also, the interconnect- 
edness of social and environmental 
issues was a natural development, 
resulting from a wide awareness 
that what we're struggling against 
are the underlying forces behind 
the trashing of the world we live in. 
Later, in the Spring of 1992, US and 
British EFIers went on a roadshow 
'round the country to stir things 
up. It became clear that EF! would 
develop its own priorities and ways 
of campaigning in Britain. Indeed, 
the national structure is very anar- 
chistic, as exemplified in the com- 
plete autonomy of a few people to 
start up a group and choose what 
they do, how, and on what issues. 

Though the timber actions were 
the first really big ones, with, hun- 
dreds of people invading Liverpool 
docks against imports (that cam- 
paign continued in many forms, 
including "ethical shoplifting" 
of stolen hardwoods), the huge 
campaign that EF! instigated was 


against the mega-road-building 
program. 

At the M3 motorway through 
Twyford Down, EF! set up camp 
(along with some traveller folk) on 
the Dongas — ancient and beautiful 
trackways cut deep into the Earth, 
home to many protected plants, 
very rare chalk-blue butterflies and 
orchids. EF! groups kept the camp 
stocked with people and tat (British 
slang for stuff) ferrying groups of 
people there week-in and week-out, 
keeping it alive through the Winter 
of '91, and organizing the first direct 
actions to prevent work starting — 
locking-on to cranes, night-time 
flooding of the work site, and, later, 
regular disruption of construction. 

The first-ever protest tripod in the 
UK (a technique borrowed from the 
Antipodean Intercontinental De- 
luxe Guide to Blockading), later in 
'92, was made from sycamore trees 
and got a round of applause from 
the bemused workers once we'd 
got it up... before they started des- 
perately building new access roads 
'round us to try to save the concrete 
bridge they were half-way through 
building before it set! The first 
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treesits in Britain took place in 
1993, organised by Jesmond Dene 
EF! and the Flowerpot Tribe. 

The EF! Action Update first came 
out in 1991 to help autonomous 
ecological direct-action groups stay 
connected and get new people in- 
volved. It was published 
by a different group each 
year, but, as the number of 
groups has dwindled, new 
people now get involved at 
the gatherings, and it comes 
out quarterly instead of 
monthly. It is pretty much 
what it says on the tin, so 
it was joined a year later 
by the magazine Do or Die, 
providing a space for radi- 
cal analysis, reflection and 
in-depth features, as well 
as encouraging ecplogical 
sabotage. Distribution was 
global, if a bit lackadaisical; 
nonetheless, parts of Do or 
Die have been translated 
into a variety pf languages. 

Though EF! started the 
Reclaim the Streets (RTS) 
network in the Autumn of 
'91 and organized Carma- 
geddon actions (precursor 
blockades to the later RTS 
street parties that more 
audaciously transformed 
space), it wasn't until af- 
ter the major "No Mil 
Link Road" campaign in 
1995 that RTS was reborn 
as a vibrant London-based 
group, which came to or- 
ganize amazing street parties with 
thousands of people planting trees 
in drilled holes in the middle of 
urban motorways! These benefited 
from the counter-cultural alliances 
that were made in opposition to 
the 1994 Criminal Justice Act. Most 
RTS parties in other parts of the 
country were organized by local EF! 
groups, with the help of local alter- 
native scenes. 

Against this backdrop, people 
came up with a definition for EF! 
in Britain and agreed on guide- 
lines. Violence was defined as only 
against living beings, sabotage 


was to be "neither condemned 
nor condoned," and EF! groups 
were to be up for receiving anony- 
mous ecotage communiques and 
doing press work on behalf of the 
night-time elves (also called the 
Earth Liberation Front, or ELF). 


Throughout '92 and beyond, a se- 
ries of Earth Nights were called, 
using the phrase, "Go out and 
do something for the Earth ... at 
night!" ELF took the label "Terra 
1st" long before the state dubbed 
them domestic terrorists, although 
no violence against human beings 
or other animals was committed. 
Their other name, "Earth Libera- 
tion Fairies," was an attempt to 
avoid macho stereotypes. Similar- 
ly, minor sabotage became known 
as "pixieing." Valuable resources 
were published, like Road Raging, 
a direct-action campaign manual, 


and The Ozymandia Collective's 
Sabotage & Direct Action Handbook, 
both still available on the inter- 
net. 

The question of what EF! is re- 
mains open today. It is partly this 
openness that makes EF! continue 
to be a relevant, rare and 
radical concept, but peo- 
ple haven't really been 
into empire-building, 
and more often than not 
use different names for 
different campaigns or 
actions. Some have at- 
tempted to define EF! as 
a network or movement, 
but, however you see it, 
the groups are autono- 
mous. There is no na- 
tional decision-making 
process. It is what you 
make it. As long as you 
try to work non-hierar- 
chically and use direct 
action to stop the trash- 
ing of the Earth and its 
inhabitants, as long as 
you're not a discrimina- 
tory fuckwit, you can 
call yourself an EF!er and 
your actions Earth First!. 

Kick-started by EF!, the 
anti-roads movement of 
the 1990s stopped at 
least six projects that 
had already been initi- 
ated. Whilst many other 
sites were "lost," the 
movement as a whole 
resulted in more than 
300 road schemes being axed — 
the unsung "Quiet Victories." The 
personal bonds made, and the al- 
ternative ways of living and organ- 
izing that the many protest camps 
fostered, became immensely im- 
portant for what was then made 
possible. Camps sprung up against 
quarries, airports and other ma- 
jor infrastructure projects. The 
Newbury Bypass campaign was 
the biggest protest, successfully 
stopping work starting anywhere 
on the route for three days. With 
more than 30 camps, a huge eco- 
Continued on page 62 



A treesit blocking the path of the Newbury bypass in the mid '90s 
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2000-20 


The Fall Creek Treesit starts in 1998, continues for 6 years, ends in v ictory | 

H Gypsy Mountain Treesit defends Humbold 
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Santa Cruz EF! defends i 
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The beginning of the new millennium heralded an 
era of challenges and great expectations for Earth First!. 
A young, dynamic movement with vast public support, 
EF! engaged in campaigns with community support 
from Minnesota to Arizona, Cascadia to Appalachia. Af- 
ter the victory in Cove/Mallard, Wild Rockies wilder- 
ness became a stronghold of radical environmentalism, 
while EF! tactics and veterans were credited with much 
of the success of the WTO shutdown in Seattle, 1999. 

Campaigns in Cascadia broke through the frontlines 
of environmental struggle with the new Fall Creek Trees- 
it. Started by two individuals, Fall Creek evolved into a 
six-year-long test of EF!’s will, tactics of nonviolence and 
strategy of free states. Meanwhile, the Minnehaha Free 
State in Minneapolis forced a highway rerouting proj- 
ect to spare threatened headwaters through nonvio- 
lent lockdowns and solidarity with indigenous peoples. 

As Earth First! continued to struggle against deforesta- 
tion and environmental destruction everywhere through 
treesits, lockdowns and road blockades, activists be- 
gan gathering support for lawsuits that flipped atten- 
tion to the police tactics of pepper spray and pain com- 
pliance holds. The state fought back harder than ever. 


Using the escalation of tactics by the ELF to attack Eartf 
First!, the US government launched a full-scale campaigr 
of surveillance and repression against "domestic terror 
ism” after September 11, 2001. Increasing the sentencing 
for sabotage done in defense of the Earth and the harassing 
of activists, the US started using Grand Juries regularly fo 
the first time in its attempts to repress the radical environ 
mental movement. Using the heightened pressure to coerce 
testimonies from activists, the government zeroed in on in 
dividuals who had been turned in by their peers, sentencing 
them to extreme prison sentences for minor acts of arson. 

In spite of EF!'s constant pressure to defend itself againsl 
allegations of terrorism, energetic campaigns to defend wil- 
derness maintained steam in Montana and Idaho, while EF 
goups in Appalachia began to establish an anti-oppression 
critique in the midst of the inception of mountaintop re- 
moval (MTR) — arguably the most environmentally destruc- 
tive practice taking place in the US todav- In a highlight, 
Judi Bari finally won a lawsuit against the FBI, albeit post- 
humously, showing how the FBI had indeed violated the 
First and Fourth Amendment Rights of Judi Bari and Darryl 
Cherney by blaming the activists for the car-bombing that 
almost took their lives in attempts to discredit EF!. ' 







We apologize if you have any complaints that your group wasn’t accurately or fully represented in this timeline. 
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Maine EF! resists development, deforestation by Plum Creek 



Everglades EF! fights 
against Scripps 


1 EF! Climate I 
Caucus, soon to 
be Rising Tide 
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bear hunt sab 


Roadblock EF! fights 1-69 in Indiana 

Office occupation in 
Austin against 1-69 


UC Berkeley Treesit 
stands for two years 


UC Santa 
Cruz 
Treesit 


Katuah EF! helps start 
first Mountain Justice 
Summer 


Katuah EF! shuts 
down coal plant in 
North Carolina 



Croatan EF! 
locks down 
to “Death 
Star” 


No Borders Camp in 
Calexico expands free 
state tactics 
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EF! blockades 
FPL Gas 
Plant 


Powershift: 
EF!ers help 
shut down 
coal plant, 
in DC 


SHAC 7 sentenced 
for running a website | 


aeration Backfire: 1 1 indictments 
inaugurating the Green Scare 


Ith the arrival of MTR came the dawning of a new era 
Isistance. Mountain Justice Summer was formed by 
lbers of Katuah EF!, and the Earth First! Climate Cau- 
(volved into Rising Tide North America, marking new 
ence points for climate change activists, environmen- 
kstice activists and conservationists. 
fFTA and other Free Trade Agreements had generated an 
af open borders that allowed economic exploitation to 
human rights and environmental protection, bring- 
Ictivists to defy new infrastructure plans and programs 
(crease manufacturing and industry. 

] groups in Florida, Indiana, Texas and North Carolina 
i to emerge onto the new tableau of anti-infrastructure, 
(industry actions with daring imagination and power- 
leas, the FBI initiated the Green Scare, a sweeping es- 
|ion of indictments, surveillance and repression which 
|ted in lengthy sentences for important activists impli- 
in ELF actions by informants 
| spite of intense oppression, campaigns to protect old 
on the college campuses of Berkeley and Santa Cmz 
|ed that treesits still gathered broad-based public suf 


|the coal company AEP showed 
ing the torch wit! 


Eric McDavid sentenced to 
20 years for thought crime 
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Marie Mason sentenced 
to 20 years for arson 
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Gratia Dammes Treesit : three women over 80 

Berkeley Treesit, 2007: "The Save the Oaks 
campaign was an urban tree sit that lasted 
two years, activated the student popula- 
tion of UC Berkeley and involved every- 
one from University faculty to city coun- 
cil people to elementary school classes to 
many Native Americans to People's Park 
residents but was branded as an Earth 
First! campaign." — KP 
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By Gambit 

These are the facts: at midnight 
on Monday July 6, 2009, a group of 
Earth Firstlers and their allies sent up 
an elaborate blockade of the entrance 
to the Umpcoos Ridge #2 timber sale. 
Logging was halted at 11:00 a.m. by 
scouts at the base of the unit. On Tues- 
day a closure was declared by a meet- 
ing of the Oregon land board, and on 
Wednesday the closure was enforced 
and the blockade raided by dozens of 
militarized Oregon state police, county 
cops and support personnel. They ar- 
rested 28 people in over 24 hours, and 
logging resumed at midday on Thurs- 
day. All were out of jail by midday on 
Friday, and logging was completed the 
following week. 

On July 31, an article was writ- 
ten for the September-October 2009 
edition of the Earth First! Journal, in 
which these events were romanti- 
cized and presented as a catalyst for a 
reinvigorated Cascadia forest defense 
movement. The article was filled with 
fiery rhetoric, to try and infuse readers 
with energy and get people psyched 
for "Cascadia Summer 2009." That 
would-be Summer of direct action 
never panned out. With Summer be- 
hind us and a lineup of old-growth 
timber sales potentially needing de- 
fense in the future, a better analysis 
is needed. As a co-author of the orig- 
inal Elliott article, with input from 
other participants, I have decided to 
set the record straight. 

The Elliott was at its core a failed ac- 
tion, yet one from which we can learn 
a lot for the future. The objective was 
to set up a long-term forest occupa- 


tion with multiple affinity groups uti- 
lizing a variety of tactics to prevent 
logging by any means necessary, using 
resources as efficiently as possible. The 
"Free State" tactic (of creating a decen- 
tralized, multi-layered autonomous 
zone behind a road blockade) has 
been successful in Oregon before, and 
seemed a good choice for the Elliott. 
The reality on the ground, however, 
was that of total confusion leading to 
the action's very premature end. 

What Went Right 

The action was actually planned 
quite well. The Elliott was an ideal tar- 
get, since it was (and still is) home to 
the most atrocious logging in Oregon, 
with multiple 100-plus-acre clearcuts 
of virgin forests — with trees measur- 
ing around 140 years old and older — 
happening every year. The timing 
(right after the EF! Rendezvous, also in 
southern Oregon) was also ideal, since 
a whole lot of resources, enthusiasm 
and skilled people were already in the 
area, ready for action. Key spokespeo- 
ple were well informed to report back 
to affinity groups. Plenty of climbing 
and other gear was made available, 
and the blockaders were generally very 
well supplied with everything needed. 

The setup crew was efficient and 
worked very well together to build 
the blockade, which included a sky- 
pod, bipod, tripod, tree-sit, lock- 
downs to cement barrels, an over- 
turned van and a huge slash pile in 
front of it all. Most of it went up in 
less than six hours. The scouting 
crew on Monday morning was vital 
for actually stopping the logging, 
and snapped shocking photos of the 


recent clearcut. The music played 
from on top of the van was quite 
pleasant and lightened the mood at 
just the right time. By far my favor- 
ite part of this experience was the ca- 
maraderie, the chance to bond with 
old and new friends and share skills 
and experience. It was incredibly up- 
lifting for me to work with so many 
truly awesome folks all at once, and I 
hope that I'll be able to do so again. 

Media was excellent, especially our 
very educated, articulate spokesper- 
son and the inspiring video that ap- 
peared on Youtube during the Mon- 
day of the action camp, calling folks 
out to the woods. Jail support was 
another strong point: Even though 
everyone was only in jail for about 24 
hours, they were all greeted by loving 
friends at the doors of the jail with 
hot food, cold beer and a huge party. 
Police liaisons did their job well, in- 
forming everyone accurately about 
the cops' intentions and minimizing 
police presence at the blockade site 
before it was raided. 

And of course, everyone had the best 
lawyer imaginable. She was there with 
everyone for the year-plus after the ac- 
tion, until the charges finally ended in 
fines for some and community service 
for others. Hours of grueling office work 
by Lauren and her team lowered the 
restitution amount for the case from 
over $130,000 collectively owed, to 
under $1,300. Overworked, underpaid 
and under-appreciated, our lawyers are 
the real heroes in the Elliott saga. 

What Went Wrong 

At a campwide meeting on Tuesday 
night, the closure was announced. A 


Photos by Joleen and Magpie 


being too close to the block- 
ade. A lot of them were ac- 
tively preparing to be ar- 
rested, instead of thinking 
about the sustained health 
of the occupation. 

What Could Have Been 

There was more than one 
disastrous clearcut planned 
for the Elliott that Summer, 
and a sustained presence 
out there could potentially, 
have defended them all. If 


way. Personally, I think less 
than ten people should have 
been at the blockade site, 
with only two, maybe three 
locked down. The treesitters, 
knowing that there were 
strong support crews in the 
woods, could have prepared 
to stay in trees long-term 
and even devised an escape 
scenario for the pod people 
in the event of extraction. 
More trees could have been 
tied in for that purpose. 



Basically we could have had, 
to quote one Elliott defendant, 
"our own pirate country out in 
the woods." 


raid was expected the next 
morning. Several locked- 
owners spoke anxiously 
of extraction techniques, 
and there was much talk 
of "direct support." It was 
decided that more folks 
should lock down to the 
van and the base of the 
tripod. A few voices even 
said, "Anyone not wanting 
to get arrested should leave 
tonight." No one pointed 
at the hundreds of pounds 
of food and gear scattered 
around them and suggested 
that those should be hid- 
den. No one wondered 
aloud about goals and mo- 
tivations or what our next 
move was. Even worse, out 
of all in that circle, not a 
single person said, "Hey ev- 
eryone, the fuzz arrives in 
the morning. Let's get deep 
into the woods!" 

The Umcoos Ridge #2 was 
fully cut and hauled away by 
the end of July, but roughly 
two-thirds of it was cut be- 
fore we arrived on the scene. 
Some logs had already been 
yarded. This was all prime 
habitat for the spotted owl, 
the subject of a lawsuit by 
several local wilderness 
groups that had been stayed 
by a judge in the last week 
of June — at least a week be- 
fore the action. So we had 
no legal piece, or one that 
was suspended indefinitely. 

Many people have said 
there were just too many 
arrests, which is tme and 
also a symptom of a larger 
problem: the blockade was 
too "hard" for its own good. 
Everyone stayed clustered 
around the road entrance, 
like spiders caught in their 
own web, right to the end. 
At least pine folks were 
locked down (which for the 
situation, was at least seven 
too many), and many oth- 
ers were caught simply for 


multiple affinity groups had 
committed to at least a few 
weeks' presence out there 
and spent Monday and Tues- 
day relocating almost all of 
the food and gear to secret 
locations deep in the forest, 
then our presence would 
have been decentralized with 
most people out of harm's 


Meanwhile another affinity 
group, now based in the for- 
est, could have built another 
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"soft" blockade farther down 
the road to give the main 
camp some warning, and 
still others could have been 
doing road and/or canopy 
work near other nearby tim- 
ber sales. 


Basically we could have 
had, to quote one Elliott 
defendant, "our own pirate 
country out in the woods." 
This to me seems like the 
true nature of the free state 
tactic, as evidenced by all 
the answers given at the 
Rendezvous to the shouted 
question of "Who knows 
what a free state is?" Folks 
in the Elliott who had ex- 
perience with forest occu- 
pations should have em- 
phasized the importance of 
decentralization, diversity 
of tactics and not getting 
arrested. Everyone there 
should have been given 
a topographic map of the 
area and a compass, and 
been educated on how to 
use them. Everyone should 
have at least taken a walk 
through the forest they 
came to defend, but in re- 
ality some folks never even 
left the road. 

Of course, not everyone is 
willing or able to run around 
the woods for weeks on end, 
so with that in mind there 
should have been many 
other ways to participate 
in an action of this scale. 
One example is outreach to 
Douglas County to explain 
to local residents what a 
bunch of strange-looking 
travelers were doing out 
in their woods. This could 
have included a friendly, ac- 
cessible "solidarity camp" 
in the Elliott outside of the 
closure zone. 

What We Learned 

Old-growth timber sales 
are still taking place in 
Oregon and BC, perhaps 
in other places, and some 
might soon need defense 
by direct action. It's impor- 
tant for those interested in 
future forest defense cam- 
paigns to learn from the 
Continued on page 66 




Crack Cake and Mono-pods: 

The Story of the Horse Butte Capture Facility Blockade 


By Grumblesox 

In the spring of 2004, 
the last remaining rem- 
nants of Wild Rockies 
Earth First! (WREF!), 
who were also members 
of Seeds of Peace, trav- 
eled to West Yellowstone, 
Montana, to visit the 
Buffalo Field Campaign 
(BFC) base camp. It was 
a rough year, with the 
Montana Department of 
Livestock capturing and 
killing scores of buffalo 
at their capture facility 
on Horse Butte. 

When we got to camp, 
we learned that the 24- 
hour security, which had 
once guarded the Horse 
Butte Capture Facility, was 
no longer present. Soon 
thereafter, an affinity 
group meeting was held 
and we hatched a scheme: 
we would set up a mono- 
pod blockade inside the 
capture facility in order 
to directly halt the slaugh- 
ter for as long as possible. 

We had learned from 
past experiences that not 


practicing set-ups of com- 
plicated structures can of- 
ten lead to unpleasant re- 
sults, so we rehearsed the 
action repeatedly in the 
draw behind the camp's 
main cabin. Scouts were 
sent to watch the facil- 
ity overnight and to pick 
a pole. The report-back 
indicated that the facility 
was a sitting duck waiting 
for us to go into action. 

The next day, agents 
with the Department of 
Livestock arrived at their 
headquarters on Duck 
Creek. We knew we had to 
act that night, with buffalo 
now grazing on the spring 
grasses of Horse Butte. 
Plans were made, and a 
very special dessert fondly 
known as "crack cake" was 
prepared. Crack cake is 
only made for folks about 
to do an action. The ingre- 
dients include, but are not 
limited to, lots of choco- 
late, sugar, coffee grounds 
and mint. Crack cake is 
not to be eaten lightly or 
frivolously, as it has been 
known to cause people to, 


for example, make barn 
yard animal sounds late 
into the night and stuff 
a person ia a trashcan. 
Thus, it is only in the most 
dire of situations that this 
special dessert should be 
consumed. 

After scarfing down 
the cake, the action team 
was dropped off at Horse 
Butte around 1 a.m. Sev- 
eral people headed to their 
positions to monitor the 
access points to the facility. 
The Forest Service gate re- 
ceived a new lock and a 
slash pile to boot. The rest 
of the group headed out 
to where we had stashed 
the pole. When we got 
to the stash site, we pro- 
ceeded to rig the pole 
while the other team dug 
a hole for it in the center 
of the facility. Once they 
radioed in that the hole 
was done, we picked up 
the 500 lbs/35 foot pole 
and started lugging it the 
half mile back to the site. 
When we finally made 
it, we erected the mono- 
pod using a comealong, 


Prusik hitches and people 
power, and anchored it to 
the capture facility. Our 
climber went up hauling 
a week's worth of supplies, 
and set up camp on a plat- 
form. The rest of us started 
a fire and drank hot coffee, 
waiting for the police. 

When the cops finally 
showed up, they were, to 
say the least, displeased 
by the scene, and were 
further incensed when a 
herd of buffalo ran right 
past the facility. Several of 
Us were well-known trou- 
blemakers with a history 
of arrests and agitation 
stretching back to the 
Cove/Mallard Campaign. 
A call was placed to the 
Nez Perce Forest Service 
Law Enforcement asking 
advice on how to deal 
with the mono-pod. The 
reply was a simple, "we 
don't know." The block- 
ade stayed up for a whole 
week, with not a single 
buffalo captured or killed, 
and for the subsequent four 
years, Horse Butte remained 
a capture-free facility. 
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by Mick 


Someday you may find yourself 
in a strange wild place far from your 
forest, and everyone in your camp 
is younger than your kids. If you're 
lucky, they won't roll you for your 
jar of moon. If you're really lucky, 
they'll put up with your unsought 
pearls of wisdom that dribble out 
around the fire between sips. And if 
the gods then laugh at you, your ego 
gets played by some nice young jour- 
nalista, and now you have to actual- 
ly produce something — like 30 or so 
bits of mollusk excreta that decades 
with the Earth First! mob has be- 
stowed. I'm screwed. If you live long 
enough, this may happen to you. 


For the Field 

1) Cotton kills. I mean, if you 
have to deal with low temperatures, 
don't wear it. Especially if it is wet 
out or you're going to be sweat- 
ing. Go to the Goodwill and find 
a bunch of wool (old guy) sweaters 
an,d wool trousers or get a job and 
buy polypropylene undies, by the 
way, goose down is only good when 
dry; if you are blocking a timber sale 
in Cascadia, wool or one of those 
nasty DuPont fibers like holofil [sic] 
are going to keep you healthy and 
your morale up. 

2) Do not go backcountry in open- 
toed sandals! Really, it happens, and 
someone has to carry the idiot out. 
Except Hunter, who isn't really hu- 
man anyway. 

3) After a good night of digging, 
a flask of sour mash in someone's 
pocket is a welcome find. 

4) Avoid the young logger who is 
tying up the laces on his Nikes af- 
ter the crew has come upon your 
blockade. He's lettered in football 
and track. 

5) After the plan has been blown 
to pieces, you've been chased about 
the timber harvest plan, and you 
are really dissatisfied about how de- 
cisions are being made (and who is 


making them), do not insist on a 
process meeting while in the open, 
surrounded on three sides by roads. 
Or gimme a heads up and let me get 
a camera. 

6) After humping nasty burden- 
some packs full of concrete miles 
across the back country of Idaho in 
the dead of night and digging big 
holes in the Noble Road to create 
a lockdown with a bunch of your 
friends and find your own sweet self 
up to yer nips in the roadbed, don't 
get a foot cramp and insist on being 
dug out. 

7) If the temperature is nicely be- 
low freezing, pouring creek water 
across the giant wall of snow you put 
across the logging road will freeze it 
hard. If the temp is a bit above, you 
will have a half-ton slushie but the 
loggers will be unable to work be- 
cause they are laughing so hard. 

Sociably Acceptable)Climbing 

8) Yes, climbing is way cool, climb- 
ers are cool and the gear makes sexy 
clinks, but when you wear it away 
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from the climbing area and through 
the chow line, we think you're a 
dork (but still cute). 

9) Don't leave your tree sit when 
you have something cooking on the 
stove! The Cascadians nearly burnt 
down the forest at Fall Creek when a 
propane stove and tank went up af- 
ter one activist decided to traverse to 
a neighbor's tree while the tea water 
was on. Oh, the irony. . . 

10) Always keep yer shit clipped 
in! Literally. At Winberry, a shit 
bucket came to earth hard as a re- 
porter was being shown about; she 
was very impressed, commenting 
on the amount of fiber the activists 
were getting. And at one infamous 
sit the bucket emptied on an as- 
cending activist. So climb with yer 
beak closed, too. 

11) Never, ever unclip til yer toot- 
sies is in the duff! No matter how 
cool Julia B'Fly Hill made free climb- 
ing look bare-footin' in the arms of 
her granny-tree, this is how activists 
die! I've known a few and buried 
one. If you want to gut a campaign, 
fall out of a tree. 

I • 

Camp Ettiket 

12) Wash yer frickin' paws! We 
love the group kitchen, but in groups 
or as individuals, activists have been 
brought down by the itty-bitties 
by the hundreds. While a boring 
"Know Your Rights" workshop can 
be perked up by someone stepping 
away from the circle to puke, it dis- 
concerts the civilians. 

13) Make sure spike camp is at 
least as well fed as base camp or no 
one will go out there. 

14) Maggots in your coral mush- 
rooms are vegan. Trust me. 

15) If you don’t volunteer for the 
mess tent or late night security be- 
cause you've been around so gosh- 
dam long, god will kill A kitten. You 
will be blamed. 

You'll have to buy next issue to read 
the remaining 1 5 "Pearls of Wisdom, " 
may they all aid to great actions! 
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By David Naguib Pellow 

Radical Earth- and animal liberation movements have 
gained considerable visibility in recent years for causing 
significant property and economic damage to laboratories, 
slaughterhouses, power lines, ski resorts, fur farms, timber 
operations and industrial agricultural and farming facilities 
through arson, sabotage (ecotage), animal liberation and 
vandalism. More importantly, activists have questioned 
what they view as the violence of capitalism, speciesism 
and ecological destruction. Not surprisingly, state repression 
directed at these movements has intensified and included 
harassment, surveillance, infiltration, intimidation, grand 
jury subpoenas and imprisonment — a range of practices that 
have become known as the Green Scare. In 2005, govern- 
ment officials named radical Earth- and animal liberation 
movements as the number one domestic "terrorist" threat 
in the US. 

Why would the nation state label animal- and Earth lib- 
eration activists "terrorists"? What does this have to do with 
academic freedom, and what is the broader social and po- 
litical significance of the Green Scare for social movements 
and scholars who teach or do research on these issues or 
who work in solidarity with these groups? 

Unlike other "terrorist" threats, the Earth- and animal 
liberation movements have thus far not killed a single per- 
son in the US. Rather, the focus is on property damage and 
producing economic losses in industries such as forestry and 
animal research. It is the emphasis on property damage that 
is perhaps the single most important factor driving state re- 
pression of these movements. In Congressional testimony, 
the Deputy Assistant Director of the FBI's Counterterrorism 
Division explained, "From January 1990 to June 2004, ani- 
mal and environmental rights extremists have claimed credit 
for more than 1,200 criminal incidents, resulting in millions 
of dollars in damage and monetary loss. ... We are committed 
to working with our partners to disrupt and dismantle these 
movements and to bring to justice those who commit crime 
in the name of animal or environmental rights." 

Another response to the success of these movements was 
the 2006 Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act (AETA), which 
makes it not only unlawful, but a crime of "terrorism" to 
harm the profits of an industry whose products are primarily 


based on the use of animals (extending the 1992 Animal En- 
terprise Protection Act). This "harm" to industry can include 
boycotting, picketing and any other form of constitutionally 
protected protest that leads to a drop in revenue for busi- 
nesses like furriers, circuses, animal research testing laborato- 
ries and farms. The AETA also criminalizes actions that instill 
a "reasonable fear" in animal enterprise employees or their 
family members, thus further expanding an already overly 
broad and vague law. Thus, the AETA effectively brands civil 
disobedience as "terrorism" and does the same with constitu- 
tionally protected activities like free speech. Thus far, several 
activists have been indicted, charged and imprisoned under 
this law, including Scott DeMuth, a Twin Cities, Minnesota- 
based anarchist and sociology graduate student. 

If part of what state repression is about is an effort 
to control the production and application of dissident 
knowledge and ideas, then it stands to reason that a cen- 
tral focus of that work will be on the university, where 
knowledge of social justice movements is often taught 
and researched, and where social movements frequently 
gain significant strength in membership and leadership 
from student and faculty bodies. This points to the criti- 
cal need for the preservation and protection of academic 
freedom — which I define as the freedom for scholars to 
teach, research, write, think and act as political beings 
within the guidelines of relevant professional standards 
and ethics, and without intimidation or censorship (see 
Anthony Nocella, Steven Best and Peter McLaren's book 
Academic Repression for more information on this). 
Unfortunately, academic repression has become com- 
monplace in the US, as scholars are increasingly cen- 
sored, disciplined, harassed, and sometimes fired and 
jailed for expressing critical, dissenting, or controversial 
views. Rik Scarce's case is perhaps most immediately rele- 
vant. Scarce, a Professor of Sociology at Skidmore College 
in New York, spent five months in jail for contempt of 
court when he refused to testify to a grand jury in 1990 
regarding an investigation of an unsolved break-in at an 
animal research and testing lab. He refused to testify on 
the grounds that his confidentiality agreements associated 
with academic research protected him and his research par- 
ticipants just as shield laws do for journalists. 

In November 2009, Scott DeMuth was jailed for contempt 


of court, since he refused to answer questions posed to him 
by a federal grand jury in Davenport, Iowa. They were inter- 
ested in questioning him about his knowledge of an unsolved 
Animal Liberation Front (ALF) action in 2004 at the Univer- 
sity of Iowa. DeMuth is a University of Minnesota graduate 
student, a Dakota language student, and a Twin Cities anar- 
chist involved in eco-prisoner 
support and indigenous de- 
colonization politics. He took 
a principled stand against the 
grand jury and paid for it with 
a contempt charge and, two 
days later, a charge of conspir- 
acy under the AETA. He is be- 
lieved to have information on 
who might have committed 
the University of Iowa raid, 
since he has been researching 
and interviewing social move- 
ment activists for years. 

In 2010, the state issued another indictment against DeMuth, 
charging him with involvement in an ALF fur farm raid in Min- 
nesota in 2006. In a motion to the judge seeking a revocation 
of DeMuth's release from jail, the Assistant US State's Attorney 
Clifford Cronk wrote, "Defendant's writings, literature, and 
conduct suggest that he is an anarchist and associated with the 
ALF movement. Therefore, he is a domestic terrorist." In other 
words, DeMuth's ideas, beliefs, his constitutionally protected 
political activities (such as volunteering with an eco-political 
prisoner support group), and his alleged affiliations were suf- 
ficient for the state to brand him a "terrorist." 

In September, DeMuth accepted a non-cooperating plea 
deal for misdemeanor conspiracy, which calls for up-to-six 
months imprisonment, to begin in January 201 1 (he could 
have faced years in prison if convicted of the Iowa action). 

Unfortunately, the federal government did not stop with 
him. They soon contacted me, his advisor, for information 
about DeMuth and about my own research on Earth- and 
animal liberation movements. The FBI and Department of 
Justice requested information about the identities of partici- 
pants in my research study, but I refused to cooperate. 

A number of concerned activist-scholars — including me — 
recently started a group called Scholars for Academic Justice, 
a support network for scholars facing threats to their aca- 
demic and personal freedom. We initially organized around 
Scott DeMuth's case but have now grown to become a na- 
tional network supporting threatened scholars around the 
US, which often involves professors whose work is viewed 
as a threat to state or corporate interests. One scholar we are 
currently supporting is Ricardo Dominguez. He is an artist 
and scholar at the University of California, San Diego whose 
tenure came under fire after he coordinated a virtual sit-in at 
the University of California Office of the President alongside 
student protests, concerning racially motivated hate crimes 
on and around the UCSD campus. Dominguez is co-founder 
of The Electronic Disturbance Theater (EDT), a group that 
developed Virtual Sit-In technologies in solidarity with the 


Zapatista communities in Chiapas, Mexico. The EDT recent- 
ly developed the Transborder Immigrant Tool — a GPS cell 
phone safety net tool for crossing the Mexico/US border — 
and has been denounced by politicians for this. 

There is a long history of academic repression directed at 
renowned activist-scholars in the US. We need only remem- 
ber that WEB DuBois was 
essentially run out of the 
country for his political 
work years ago, and in the 
last few years Norman Fin- 
kelstein, Ward Churchill, 
Ignacio Chapela, Tariq Ra- 
madan and many others 
have faced firings, threats 
to tenure, denials of work 
visas and countless other 
insults for teaching, writ- 
ing, and speaking out 
about social injustices 

here and globally. 

The university is a key site for freedom of expression and 
political work. It is a cornerstone of a free society and an 
important site for social movement formation and critical 
education, which is precisely why we see student groups and 
faculty members under surveillance. 

My conclusion is that the state views animal and Earth 
liberation activists as "terrorists" because 1) their ideas con- 
stitute a threat to the core cultural, political and economic 
values embodied in the concept of property; 2) they threaten 
the market imperative to colonize all forms of life; 3) their 
rejection of hierarchy represents a threat to the broader so- 
cial order rooted in speciesism, white supremacy, classism 
and heteropatriarchy; and 4) because, to a large extent, this 
is not about these movements at all: imposing state repres- 
sion, on these activists sends a strong disciplinary message to 
the general public to remain complacent. 

The general body of law used to label today's Earth and animal 
liberation activists as "terrorists" has also been used to do the same 
to or to oppress indigenous peoples, people of color, immigrants, 
LGBTQ folk, labor rights activists, anarchists, communists, femi- 
nists, journalists, peace activists, sex workers and anyone else who 
dared to think or act in ways that might pose a threat to the social 
order (see, for example the 1903, 1917, 1918 and 1952 federal im- 
migration laws and the 1798 Enemy Alien Act, among others). 
And since state repression often involves knowledge production 
and suppression, university scholars studying or expressing soli- 
darity with freedom movements logically become targets of 
punishment as well. This includes scholars studying environ- 
mental and animal rights movements, and scholars across a 
range of other fields. Therefore these movements and scholars 
have common cause with a large swath of humanity that has 
also been criminalized, oppressed and excluded. That's a lot of 
people and a lot of potential for building freedom movements. 

David Naguib Pellow is professor of sociology at the University of 
Minnesota. Further information on Scholars for Academic Justice can 
be found at scholarsforacademicjustice.org 
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Scott DeMuth and co-defendant Carrie Feldman. Both were subpoenaed to a grand 
jury in November, 2009; both refused to testify. 
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By Max 

As we were taken away on the po- 
lice bus, our heavy bladders finally 
gave way. Then we started to sing. 
My fellow arrestees and I had spent 
all day basking in the Florida sun, 
blocking the entrance to the Florida 
Power and Light construction site, 
cutting access to what was promised 
to be the largest fossil-fuel power 
plant in the US, right on the border of 
the Everglades and the Loxahatchee 
Wildlife Refuge. 

Before the lockdown, we decided 
on a strategy of total non-coopera- 
tion upon arrest. We went limp for 
the most part, and withheld all our 
personal information. When nature 
called, many of the lockdown crew 
wet themselves. Once we arrived at 



the stockade, the police refused clean 
clothes to the freezing arrestees. Most 
of the crew got naked in protest, chant- 
ing, "Some clothes or no clothes," in 
solidarity. At this point there were 
over two dozen "Jane and John 
Smiths" divided amongst four hold- 
ing cells, jumping around naked and 
making tons of noise, carving "Circle- 
As" in their bologna sandwiches and 
sticking them to the cell windows in 
a hunger strike act of Hamarchy. The 
sheriff's deputies tried to keep track 



of us by assigning each of us numbers 
written with permanent marker on 
our bodies. Fortunately, our comrades 
were there with a little sweat and spit 
to rub the marks off our necks, adding 
to the confusion. 

After a couple hours of this, the 
guards started taking us in twos and 
threes to be questioned and photo- 
graphed in the makeshift officers' 
lounge. Here I was, handcuffed and 
naked, standing alongside two oth- 
er comrades in their birthday suits, 
while we laughed our asses off, with 
the dozen or so sheriff's deputies 
staring in dismay. Some of us were 
smacked around a bit, glasses were 
purposely smashed, and one arrest- 
ee was punched in the face, but we 
defiantly cracked jokes at all of their 
questions, unwilling to succumb to 
their brutality. At one point an of- 
ficer broke down, and snorted out 
that "this [was] the most ridiculous 
thing [he'd] ever seen," and said "it 
must be very intimidating to be na- 
ked in a room full of officers." I told 
him, on the contrary, it was one of 
my biggest fantasies. The cops were 
freaked. 

We were eventually transported to 
the county jail, where we kept up the 
antics for as long as we had the en- 
ergy. When they tried to divide us 


into separate cells, we dragged all 
our mattresses into the cafeteria 
and had a rebellious slumber par- 
ty. We got cheers from the pris- 
oners in surrounding cell blocks 
who had seen us on the evening 
news. 

Max, one of the RNC 8, is in 
the middle of a lengthy court battle 
against state repression for his or- 
ganizing efforts around the 2008 
Republican National Convention 
in Minneapolis. He freezes his ass 
off six months out of the year in 
the cold North and he’s proud of 
it. He is currently unionizing his 
co-workers at Jimmy Johns. 
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I his article first appeared in the March 6, 2008 Sun 
Sentinel, one of the widest circulated newspapers in 
South Florida. It is a well articulated (if not just a hit 
hyperbolic) capitalist response to an Farth First! road 
blockade of a power plant construction site following 
the 2008 Organizers Conference in the 1 verglaites. 
(see previous page) We thought you might 
appreciate his interpretation of who we are. 
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nzona: the ecological battle against borders 


Historically, US policies have defined Latin America 
By EF! Journal Collective as its backyard for dumping wastes and for expropriat- 

"One of the key concepts of bioregionalism is that mod- ing cultures, labor and environmental resources. Modern 
em political boundaries have no relationship to natural "free trade" policies equate to policies of death; deaths 
ecological provinces. Bioregionalists argue that human caused by the increased militarization of the US/Mexico 
society — and therefore, politics and economics — should border. "Free trade" means that the border becomes more 
be based on natural ecosystems. They find affinity with open to the flow of merchandise, resources and money, 
Indian tribes and with Basque, Welsh and Kurdish sepa- and it becomes more closed to the people that are forced 
ratists, and have no sympathy with the modem nation- north because of these policies. The Border Patrol's current 
state, empire or multinational corporation." policies of forcing immigrants into remote and dangerous 

— Dave Foreman, Confessions of an Eco-Warrior desert regions are directly responsible for the hundreds of 

immigrant deaths that occur every year. The death toll is 
Foreman, who is now listed as a leader with the expected to rise as US economic policies and international 
newly-formed anti-immigrant group Apply The trade agreements such as NAFTA and the WTO increas- 
Brakes (ATB), couldn't have strayed much farther from ingly destroy the lives and livelihoods of hundreds of 
the position his 1991 autobiography took on borders, millions of people in Mexico, Central America and South 
Meanwhile, the Earth First! movement that Foreman America. The "war on drugs" is a convenient excuse to fur- 
co-founded has deepened its anti-border stance. ther militarize the border and wage low-intensity war on 

In moving to Arizona at the turn of the century, immigrants, Mexican/Chicano border communities and 
the Earth First! Journal immediately began address- the environment.... 

ing borders as a simultaneous tragedy of ecological Among the wide variety of abuses heaped on our desert 
and social devastation and expressing solidarity environments — rock mining, livestock grazing, off-road 
with migrant people and indigenous borderlands vehicle abuse and groundwater pumping — the militariza- 
communities — including Journalistas engaging in tion of the borderland may present the greatest threat fac- 
on-the-ground humanitarian aid work in the des- ing the desert today, 
erts, support for O'odham struggles and No Bor- 
ders Camp organizing. The World Down Here 

In the wake of new anti-immigrant, pro-border From Samhain/Yule 2005, 25th Anniversary edition, "The 
policies such as Homeland Security's "Secure Com- World Looks Different from Down Here," by Ben Pachano 
munities" Initiative nationwide and the passage of Here in the Sonoran Desert, the Border cuts a physical and 
Arizona’s SB 1070 (known as the "papers please" psychological scar across the landscape. It's obvious in some 
law), we at the Journal feel it's more important places — in the Berlin- Wall-style barrier that divides the sister 
than ever to continue supporting resistance to the cites of Nogales, Arizona, and Nogales, Sonora; in the Border 
border and the ongoing Manifest Destiny mindset Patrol SUVs that cruise the desert and man the checkpoints; 
it represents. in the piles of discarded water bottles and abandoned back- 

The following are excerpts from past Journal articles packs, dehydrated bodies and beaten dreams. In other plac- 
covering border issues, spanning from 2001 to today, es, you see its influence by looking just a little harder — it's in 

the dark-skinned laborers building luxury and tract homes; 
Drawn in Blood in the strident political rhetoric over border vigilantes and 

From the first EF! Journal produced in Tucson, Arizona, anti-immigrant ballot propositions; in the faces of saguaros 
Beltane 2001, " Borders Drawn in Blood," by Juan Dolor and O’odham, who remind us that they were a part of this 

land long before an Atlantic crossing was even a gleam in the 
eye of that incompetent Italian. 

In the Borderlands, there's always a war staring you in the 
face. On one side, the paramilitary force called the Border Pa- 
trol stands arrayed with its helicopters, Hummers and ATVs; 
on the other side, more than 3,000 desperately poor migrants 
dead since 1994; in the middle, the fragile landscape of the 
Sonoran Desert. [Editors' note: According to the Arizona Daily 
Star, near 1,300 people have died in Arizona alone, as of August 
2010, since this article was originally published.] 

So how is this different than the wars in inner cities, old- 
growth forests or Appalachian mountains? Because on the 
Border you can see with startling clarity that the divisions 
between ecological, social and indigenous struggles are 
an illusion, just one more tactic used by the powerful to 
divide our energy and split our focus. You see that EF!ers 
should not be "incorporating" social justice or "adding" 
anti-racism to our organizing; if those things are not al- 



ready inextricably connected to our actions in defense of 
the Earth, then our ecology is too damn shallow.... 

Fortunately, EF! is not an environmental movement, 
but a deep ecology movement. And deep ecology is the 
truest of social movements, because it encompasses all 
of our social worlds — the worlds of families and lovers, 
plants and animals, predators and prey. Deep ecology 
demands love and .respect in every relationship between 
every living being. So as true deep ecologists, we will in- 
evitably find ourselves working on causes that some view 
as "social" or perhaps even "human triviality." 

In fact, we are just rediscovering what so many Americans 
before us have known — the secret of being fully human. 

Up With Spring! 

From Lughtiasadh, 2006, "Down with Borders, Up with 
Spring," by Panagioti. This article also included "Digging the 
Dirt on Eco-Xenophobia, " a feature which highlighted several 
anti-immigrant environmentalists, including Garrett Hardin, 
John Tanton, Ben Zuckerman, Roy Beck and their affiliations 

In response to the US House of Representatives passing bill 
HR4437 — which would further criminalize undocumented 
immigrants and make solidarity work unlawful — an unprec- 
edented wave of protests began in Los Angeles, California, 
in March. By April 10, nearly two million people took to the 
streets in more than 100 cities and towns around the coun- 
try. On May Day — the international labor holiday and pagan 
cross-quarter day also known as Beltane — tens of millions of 
immigrants, activists and allies in over 200 cities turned out. 
Several states experienced multimillion-dollar losses, includ- 
ing an estimated $200 million in Los Angeles alone.... 

Where does the radical ecology movement stand on im- 
migration and border militarization issues today? What 
do the recent immigrant mobilizations mean for EF!? 

We are not just looking for what preserves biodiversity, 
but also what brings down the empires that are suffocat- 
ing the planet.... The US Empire isn't falling because of 
any "invasion along the border." It's crumbling from be- 
ing faced with its own greed, indifference and precariously 
unsustainable industrial foundation... and it's our work to 
ensure that its fall is as ecological, liberating and perma- 
nent as possible. Cross-border solidarity and anti-border 
struggle are a crucial part of that effort. 

The Breaks 

From September 2, 2010, "Greens, Wars and Migration," 
published online in the Earth First! Newswire, by the EF! Jour- 
nal Collective in a simultaneous response to the Discovery 
Channel hostage-taking by an anti-immigrant environmental- 
ist and an earlier letter written by Captain Paul Watson, of Sea 
Shephaerd, defending Apply The Brakes (ATB) 

Watson's letter states: "By the way I'm all for unrestricted 
immigration by wolves, bears, fish, birds and any other non- 
exotic formally native species wishing to return home." • 

When's the last time Paul was in the borderlands? Does 
he know that they've been building and expanding mas- 
sive walls across the desert for almost 20 years; that Audu- 
bon and Sierra Club lawsuits against construction of the 
wall in sensitive areas of Texas and Arizona were thrown 


out of federal court for the same "national security" rea- 
sons hailed by ATB? 

The last known jaguar in the southwestern US was killed 
last year. State biologists say it doesn't matter, because they'll 
never live here again anyway. They're right — militarization 
and border wall expansion will likely ensure that a Mexican 
jaguar never makes it to this end of their range again. 

If you're not worried about jaguars, how about endan- 
gered pygmy owls and Sonoran Pronghorn antelope in 
Arizona, fat-tailed horned lizard and peninsular bighorn 
sheep in California, the gray wolf in New Mexico; Big 
Bend National Park, Cabeza Prieta National Refuge, Organ 
Pipe National Monument, the San Pedro River and the Rio 
Grande, all bisected by the border ATB praises? 

Stephen Mumme, an expert on borderland ecology at 
Colorado State University says that current border policy 
presents an extremely high threat to biodiversity, "right up 
there with the most serious and long-term adverse conse- 
quences for the environment created by humankind — right 
up there with the worst instances of urbanization, the worst 
instances of damming up our rivers." 

Desert ecologist Daniel Patterson, of the Center for Bio- 
logical Diversity, has said "the only living things the walls 
won't stop are people." 

Freedom of Movement for All 

Today, we find much of the debate is over. There is no way 
to be a committed biocentrist in support of a colonial border 
regime, walls through bioregions and the fortification of a 
police state intended to keep the current system intact. 

In our effort to form an appropriate response to end the 
war against the Earth, where will we search for allies — 
among right-wing elitist think tanks or among ground-level 
movements of people facing off with power? 

It's been an easy choice for us. 

In solidarity with the wild & for full freedom of movement to 
all species, the EF! Journal Collective commits to continue the 
work of immigrant solidarity from its new home in Florida. 



"We will not comply. " 
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We Are Not Compliant People 


By Ofelia Rivas 

Ofelia Rivas released a statement to the 
National Guard before they were deployed 
to the US/Mexico border in Arizona. 

To the United States National Guard 
arriving in O'odham Lands, 

We are not compliant people, we 
are people with great dignity and 
confidence. We are a people of endur- 
ance and have a long survival history. 
We are people that have lived here for 
thousands of years. We have our own 
language, we have our own culture 
and traditions. 

You are coming to my land, you may 
find me walking on my land, sitting on 
my land and just going about my daily 
life. I might be sitting on the mountain 
top, do not disturb me, I am praying 
the way my ancestors did for thousands 
of years. 1 might be out collecting what 
may be strange to you, but it might be 
food to me or medicine for me. 

Sometimes I am going to the city to 
get a burger or watch a movie or just 
to resupply my kitchen and refrigera- 
tor. Some of us may live very much 
like you do, and some of us live very 
simple lives. Some of us may not have 
computers or scanners or televisions 
or a vehicle, but some of us do. 

The other thing is that some of us are 
light-skinned O'odham, and some of us 
are darker-skinned O'odham. Some of 
us spend a lot of time indoors or out- 
doors. Sometimes my mother might be 
of a different Nation or sometimes our 
father is Spanish or we may have some 
European grandmother or grand- 
father. 

If you want to question who we are, 
we all have learned to carry our To- 
hono O'odham Nation Tribal ID Card. 
It is a federally issued card, which is 
recognized by the federal govern- 
ment, which is your boss. This card 
identifies us,, and by law this is the 
only requirement needed to prove 
who we are. We do not have United 
States passports, because most of us 
were born at home and do not have 
documents, but that does not make 
us "undocumented people." Your boss, 


the Department of Homeland Securi- 
ty, and the government of the Tohono 
O'odham Nation have negotiated an 
agreement which is, our tribal ID card 
is our identification card and no other 
document is required. 

The O'odham, or the People as we 
call ourselves, have been here to wit- 
ness the eruption of volcanoes that 
formed the lands we live on. We have 
special places that hold our great- 
great-great-great-great great grand- 
parents' remains. Our lands are spe- 



cial and holy places to us. Some of us 
still make journeys to these places to 
pray. Some of these places hold holy 
objects that maintain specific parts of 
our beliefs. When you see us out on 
the land do not assume we are in the 
drug business or human smuggling 
business. Sometimes we are out on 
. the land hunting for rabbits or deer or 
javelina to feed our families. We may 
be carrying a hunting weapon; please 
do not harm me, my family loves me 
and depends on me. 

When you are out on our land, be 
mindful that you are visitors on our 
lands, be respectful, be courteous and 
do not harm anything. 

Sometimes you may see us gather 
all night long, dancing and some- 
times we are crying loudly, do not 
approach us or disturb us in any way, 
we are honoring a dead relative and 
preparing them for burial. Sometimes 
we are conducting a healing ceremony 
out On the land, do not approach us 
or disturb us. Sometimes we may be 
singing and dancing all night long, 


■ ■ ■ 

these are our ceremonies that we have 
conducted for thousands of years. We 
are not behaving in a suspicious na- 
ture, this is our way of life. 

As original people of the lands, we 
honor everything on our lands, and we 
regard all as a part of our sacred lives. Do 
not kill any plants and animals or peo- 
ple on our lands. Do not litter our lands 
with your trash. When we visit other 
peoples' lands and cities and homes, we 
do not litter or leave behind trash. 

If I seem like I do not understand 
what you are saying, please call the 
Tohono O'odham Police and ask for 
an O'odham-speaking officer to come 
§ and assist you. I might be laughing 
jf at you if you talk to me in English, I 
| don't know what you are saying, and 
s I am laughing out of nervousness and 
| fear, because you are armed. 

| If you are afraid of us and draw your 
|- weapons on me, I am more afraid of 
I you, because I am unarmed, and my 
family is in the vehicle with me, or 
they are in my house when you come 
into my house. Sometimes my house 
might be in poor condition, but it is 
my home, it is my sanctuary, be re- 
spectful. Sometime there are elders 
in my house that are already afraid 
of armed people in our communities 
such as the border patrol and other 
federal agents. 

Do not treat us like criminals. 

We might call you killers and mur- 
derers, as you just came from killing 
people. To the O'odham you are a dan- 
gerous person, to walk onto our lands 
bringing fresh death on your person is 
very destructive to us as a people. You 
may have diseases we do not know, 
illnesses of your mind that you might 
inflict on us. Please do not approach 
us if you are afflicted with fresh death. 

Remember, we do not want you on 
our lands, we did not invite you to 
our lands. 

Do remember that we have invited 
allies that will be witnessing your 
conduct on our lands and how you 
treat our people. 

From the O'odham Lands, 

— Ofelia Rivas 
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As a traditional O'odham, Ofelia speaks on behalf of the Traditional O'odham Leaders, the council of O'odham communities 
on the southern O'odham territories, and carries the words of the ceremonial leaders to unite our common efforts to stay strong. 
She has represented the O'odham as part of La Otra Campana and the World People's Summit on Climate Change in Cocha- 
bamba, Bolivia. "These are the places that hold strength," she says. "[I] was very fortunate to be at these places/' Campaigns 
such as VOICE Against the WALL and Stop the Dump have involved solidarity demonstrations across the state of Arizona 
including EFlers, indigenous peoples and other activists. We were very fortunate to interview her. for the 30th Anniversary. 


Q: Would you please tell us 
about the O'odham VOICE 
Against the WALL and your 
role in the organization? 

A: I am the founder of 
O'odham VOICE Against 
the WALL, which organized 
in 2003 to combat the crisis 
on the border on O'odham 
lands. O'odham territory 
extends across this inter- 
national border with exist- 
ing communities on both 
sides. With armed aggres- 
sion and violence, the Bor- 
der Patrol agents were hold- 
ing elders and community 
leaders and ceremony lead- 
ers at gunpoint on our tra- 
ditional routes which cross 
this international boundary. 
We formed a youth group, 
which became the O'odham 
Youth Movement, to sup- 
port our documentation 
and to seek resources to doc- 
ument the harassment of 
the O'odham. This group, 
through Kevin Jose, ac- 
tively supported the tradi- 
tional O'odham Leaders, 
the community of Cu:Wi 
I-gersk and the indigenous 
school at Quitovac. The 
O'odham Youth Movement 
held the Punk Fest to raise 
funds. My role has been 


to support the Traditional 
O'odham Leaders that up- 
hold the Him 'dag, our way of 
life. In organizing O'odham 
VOICE Against the WALL, 
my role became a voice and 
presence for the traditional 
people in local and national 


and international forums 
on O'odham rights. 

Q: Can you elaborate on the 
connection between indigenous 
heritage and the environment? 

A: The O'odham oral his- 
tory has been told and re- 


told since tLye beginning 
of the world. The O'odham 
have maintained the univer- 
sal balance through ceremo- 
nies and sacred offerings. 
The O'odham way of life is 
connected to everything in 
the universe, and is an es- 
sential part of 
everything in 
the universe. We 
have conducted 
ceremonies since 
time immemo- 
rial to the entire 
universe. We do 
not separate our- 
selves from our 
plant relatives, or 
our four-legged 
relatives, the stars 
and moons or 
Jr the very Earth we 
| walk on. 
j This way of life 
| includes what 
3 is called the en- 
vironment and 
what has been 
happening to 
Mother Earth, caused by 
hungry elites and govern- 
ments controlled by the few 
elites as well as the people 
of the Earth that have fallen 
away from their human obli- 
gations of respect and honor. 


This has caused such an im- 
balance which impacts ev- 
erything in the universe. On 
O'odham Lands the water 
is contaminated by mining, 
the lands have been overrun 
by Border Patrol agents. This 
destruction has altered the 
way of life of the O'odham,. 
The people are afraid to 
travel freely on the lands to 
harvest cactus fruits and an- 
nual plants which they have 
for thousands of years. The 
lands have become hungry 
and lonely for the O'odham 
footsteps and the O'odham 
language, songs of encour- 
agement and appreciation. 

As in many parts of the 
world, the displacement and 
relocation of original peo- 
ples who honored their ob- 
ligations in ceremonies and 
language and songs has left 
a void of neglect and loneli- 
ness. Should things continue 
on this course of destruc- 
tion, the silence will cause 
the O'odham lands to die 
away. Genocide is systemat- 
ic and deliberate. The fear 
tactics used to close the 
eyes and ears of the peo- 
ple make it so that even 
when they are screaming, 
nothing is heard. 



37 



By Aguamala 
Art by K Bunny 

Of the millions of species that have 
perished over the years, the Journal dedi- 
cates these pages to name just a few that 
have left us in the last 30 years. Though 
much larger lists exist, none can ever be 
complete. The roll call of species sac- 
rificed on the altar of industrial civili- 
zation grows by at least six organisms 
every hour. 

TBffi [f^Miegni FTfasnt a kind of wild 
goat, once ranged the Pyrenees mountains 
from France to Spain, spreading through 
the Basque region, Navarre, Aragon and 
Catalonia. The last of its kind, a female 
named Celia, died under a fallen tree in 
2000. Her only companion for much of 
her life had died one year before from old 
age. In an odd bit of scientific madness, the 
Pyrenean Ibex is also the only species to 
have become momentarily "unextinct'' in 
2009 when a cloned female, extracted from 
the DNA of Celia, was born and lived for 
seven minutes before dying of breathing 
complications. 

(Brito was a large, flight- 
impaired bird endemic to Lake Atitlan in 
Guatemala. Their diet consisted almost 
entirely of crab until the introduction of 
largemouth bass into the lake. The Grebes 
were well known locally for their very 
elaborate and dramatic mating rituals. 
Their extinction has been linked to reed 
cutting along breeding sites, loss of habi- 
tat through tourist development, falling 
lake levels, and the murder of the game 


warden of the national park around Lake 
Atitlan. The species was declared extinct 
in 2008. 

1B9 toUUIB IWallh was declared extinct 
in 1996. It was considered by many a pest to 
coconut plantations in its home in Fiji and 
as stowaways of commercial traffic in other 
tropical islands. A biological control program, 
(aka, ecoddal psychopathology) helped strip 
the Earth of the beautiful blue moth. 

TiQ© M§@ a fifhrik fiftftnra 

sometimes nick-named "Hooked-lip rhino," 
was native to northern Cameroon, where 
they enjoyed their favorite habitats: bushy 
plains, rugged hills and scrub lands. They 
were declared extinct in 2006. We fondly 
remember these shy and solitary creatures 
with the prehensile lip. We'll forever miss 
the funny way in which they would at- 
tack trees, rocks and the tourist Jeeps of 
yuppy eco-adventurers by mistake due to 
their poor eyesight. They were inspiring 
and wonderful mothers, known for being 
very affectionate towards their young. The 
Earth will miss their characteristic way of 
feeding, which had an effect like pruning 
shears and served a very important role in 
their habitat (as heavy browsers), restrict- 
ing woody plants from over-growing, and 
thus allowing for grasses to grow, provid- 
ing food for many other animals of the 
plains. They were amazing and inspiring 


creatures and a huge piece of our hearts 
and of the world is forever gone with them. 

Poachers hunted the animals for decades 

; 

for their horns to supply markets in Ye- 
men and Asia, where they are believed by 
some to possess aphrodisiacal and medici- 
nal powers. Our eyes, hearts and actions 
now turn to the African Northern White 
Rhino, who are also looking extinction 
in the face. Ground and aerial surveys of 
their last known holdout, in Garamba Na- 
tional Park in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, identified just four Northern 
White Rhinos left. 

tiBS a large, dark and heavy- 

billed Hawaiian crow, last lived in harmo- 
ny with their habitat in the Kona Forest of 
Hakalau National Wildlife Refuge, where 
they upheld their important role in the 
delicate balance of their biodiverse home 
(previously they were also found in wet 
'ohi'a-koa forest, scrub, and rangelands). 
The planet will miss and mourn the om- 
nivorous 'Alala who were especially fond 
of the fruit of native understory plants, 
but also greatly enjoyed invertebrates, 
eggs and nestlings of other forest birds, 
as well as nectar, flowers and carrion. 
These mysterious crows were rather secre- 
tive, often detected first by their strange- 
sounding calls, but sometimes seen flying 
high above the forest. Like other crows, 
the 'Alala were raucous, gregarious and 




\ 



vocal. Individuals were known t o 
form long-term pair bonds (but extra- 
pair copulations had also been observed), 
and both sexes participated in nest con- 


the battle against pollution, industrial de- 
velopment, dam construction, riverbank 
deforestation, overfishing, hunting and 
incidental capture — they were declared 
extinct in 2006. Their spirit lives 
on in our resistance as we 
attempt to save what's left 
of the wild and our dearly loved cetacean 
comrades trapped in aquatic amusement 
centers around the world. 

Tift© was a peculiar 

little black toad once endemic to Heredia's 
Chompipe Mountain Range in Costa Rica. 


struction. The small, wild community The universe will forever miss their rugged, 


never again see another mating frenzy of 
raucous, passionate toad assemblies. 

Aguamala is a radical criollita 
from Los Teques, Venezuela. She is 
an organizer with Everglades Earth 
First! and an editor on the Earth 
First! Journal Collective. In her spare 
time she speaks with crows, outdrinks 
her redneck comrades and cries with 
the ferocity of a soul at odds with the 
Earth-brutilizing industrialism ma- 
chine. She has also worked on cam- 
paigns against borders and racism, 
and stands up to patriarchy and spe- 
cism all day long. 



decreased dramatically in past decades, 
declining from 11 or 12 birds in 1992 
to just two individuals as of April 2002. 
They lost their battle against habitat de- 
struction due to logging and agriculture, 
severe degradation of native plant life by 
introduced pigs, predation by introduced 
rats and mongoose, avian malaria and 
pox diseases transmitted by introduced 
mosquitoes, hunting, and susceptibility 
to Toxoplasmosis (carried by feral cats). 
The ‘Alala were declared extinct in 2004. 
Historically, at least five crow species oc- 
curred in Hawaii and the 'Alala were the 
last surviving. A part of all living beauty 
and inspiration dies with them. They will 
be greatly missed. 


bumpy skin and bright 
orange-and-black 
markings. They al- 
ways did things 
their own way. Their 
extinction in 2007 
leaves a hole of sorrow 
surrounded by mystery. 
They were deaf and 
mute, a very strange 
trait among frogs — 
unlike most species, 
they did not commu- 
nicate through noise, 
which means that 
they emitted no call or 
song. According to ex- 
perts, this only makes 
sense if the species de- 
veloped in an area with 
so much noise that 
other forms of com- 
munication were 
necessary. Mysteri- 
ously, the Chompipe 
Mountain environ- 
ment is not loud, 
and is the^only area 
where these peculiar 
toads were ever found. 
The Earth will sadly 


Tift© QMU r°M| jfifta was endemic to the 
fresh-waters of the Yangtze River in China. 
Nicknamed "Goddess of the Yangtze," the 
Baiji were included in Chinese records dat- 
ing back 2,000 years. The Baiji is" remem- 
bered as an easily frightened and shy crea- 
ture and a devourer of long, eel-like catfish. 
Left behind to mourn are their close friends, 
the Finless Porpoise, with whom the Baiji 
shared a special bond. Before extinction 
the two species swam together and bonded 
in friendship. We will never forget their 
beautiful, thin, long nose — turned up 
at the end. Sadly, 

the Baiji lost J 


A Small Cross Section of 
Species Extinctions 1979-2010 

Alaotra grebe (2010) Madagascar 

Madeiran large white butterfly (2007) Portuguese Archipelago 

Po’ouli bird (2004) Hawaii 

Spix macaw (2004) Brazil 

Australian gastric-brooding frog (2002) 

Southern day frog (2002) Australia 

Zanzibar leopard (1996) Tanzania 

Saint Croix racer (1994) Virgin Islands 

Lake Tahoe benthic stonefly (1994) California, Nevada 

Ochlockonee moccasinshell (1993) Florida, Georgia 

White catspaw mollusk (1993) US Midwest 

Fresno kangaroo rat (1992) California 

Chiricahua mudwort (1992) Arizona, New Mexico 

Four angeled palea flower (1991) Hawaii 

Curtus’s pearly mussel (1990) Alabamba, Mississippi 

Golden toad (1989) Costa Rica 

Little aguja pondweed (1989) Texas 

Amak Island song sparrow (1988) Alaska 

Cuyamaca raspberry (1988) California 

Dusky seaside sparrow (1987) Florida 

Eskimo curlew (1987) North America 

Large Kauai thrush (1987) Hawaii 

Valdina farms salamander (1987) Texas 

Biships ‘O'o bird (1986) Hawaii 

Narrow-leaved hoary pea (1985) Florida 

Oregon giant earthworm (1985) 

Rich Mountain cave beetle (1985) West Virginia 
San Gabriel Mountains blue butterfly (1985) California 
Guam white-throated ground dove (1984) 

Guam cardinal honey-eater (1984) 

Little Mariana fruit bat (1984) Guam 
Black spotted damselfish (1984) Galapagos 
24-rayed sunstar (1984) Galapagos 
Hoffman jewelflower (1984) California 
Haha flower (1983) Hawaii 

Breckenridge Mountain slender salamander (1983) California 
Texas Henslow's sparrow (1983) 

Tecopa pupfish (1982) Mojave Desert 
Giffard's 'Ohe hedyleptan moth (1982) Hawaii 
Emerald seaslug (1981) Florida 
Virgin Islands screech owl (1980) 

Penasco least chipmunk (1980) New Mexico 
Dutch Alcon blue butterfly (1979) Netherlands 
Javan tiger (1979) Indonesia 
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A House on Fire: 

Connecting the Biological and Linguistic Diversity Crises 


By Kieran Suckling 
Artwork By Jesse Wolf Hardin 

[Editors' Note: This article was originally published in the 
Beltane, May-June 2001 EF! Journal; versions of it were also 
published in Animal Law, TerraLingua, the UN Environ- 
ment Program magazine and a Russian anthropology journal. 
The relationship between the loss of biological, cultural and 
linguistic diversity is much more studied now thanks to people 
like Louisa Mafft, David Harmon, Tove Skuntnabb-Kangas 
and organizations such as Terralingua.] 

"When you lose a language, it's like dropping a bomb on a 
museum. " 

— Kenneth Hale, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

"We are accelerating toward a calamity unpar- 
alleled in planetary history.... These are crucial years 
for us to act, as the library of life burns furiously around 
us, throughout the world ." — Gregory Benford, 
University of California, Irvine 

Though it is a truism among 
conservation biologists that \ 

humanity is in the midst of fiFqufl 0V ’’ 

the Earth's sixth great ex- 

tinction spasm, overt pub- a „ 

lie awareness of the crisis 
is dim, and understand- 

ing of its implications * 

even dimmer. The house 

is burning down around 

us, and even as the beams 

begin to cave in, we have 

but the vaguest intuition of ^ 

the enormity of the danger. How yy 

is it possible to ignore the biosphere 
careening toward an extinction catastro- 
phe unparalleled, not only in the brief span of 
human history, but in the last 65 million years of life on 
Earth? The question places us before the most profound 
and difficult task facing the environmental move- 
ment: How to reach through the maze of denial, informa- 
tion overload, biological disassociation, cynical politics 
and economic struggle to awaken our fellow humans 
to the fire that is rapidly consuming plants, animals 
and entire ecosystems. 

Lack of information is not the central problem; it is the in- 
ability to grasp the scale, synergistic effects and ultimately, 
the meaning(s) of mass extinction in our time. Perhaps the 


problem is in the language we use to talk about extinction, 
which is itself influenced by the extinction process. Human 
languages are as much of as about nature. Their functioning, 
therefore, is not immune to the far-reaching effects of spe- 
cies extinction and ecosystem disruption. The converse is 
also true: Biological diversity is being profoundly impacted 
by the rapid extinction of human languages. Indeed, the 
collapse of global linguistic diversity is proceeding faster 
than the collapse of biological diversity. 

Biological Meltdown 

It is impossible to directly determine the number of spe- 
cies that have been driven to extinction by humans in 
recent history. Even in our era of lightning-fast communi- 
cation and global science, the majority of extinctions go 
undocumented because most species have not yet been dis- 
covered. Based on documented modern extinction rates, it 
is likely that the Pacific islands alone have lost 2,000 spe- 
cies of birds in the past 1,000 to 2,000 years, meaning that 
about 20 percent of all bird species on Earth have already 
gone extinct. A conservative estimate of the global 
extinction rate over the past 500 years is 
about 1,000 species per year. 

Given the strict definition of a 
threatened species used by the In- 
L, temational Union for the Con- 

, 'N servation of Nature (IUCN), a 

\ collaborative effort of over 
\ 7,000 scientists, more than 

I 25 percent all species on 

” ' I > Earth could become extinct 
■ J I vvithin the next 100 years. 

<f While it is unlikely that ev- 
/ ery one of them will become 
^ extinct within a century, the 
J? extinction of species not cur- 

.iCT r 

rently listed as threatened will like- 
“ ly more than make up the difference. 

Linguistic Extinction 

The diversity of co-existing languages and cultures prior to 
the ongoing colonization of the globe by a small number of 
dominant nations was astounding. In what is now California, 
indigenous peoples once spoke more than 100 distinct 
languages. This small area supported more linguistic diversity 
than all of Europe. More than 300 native languages were spo- 
ken in what is now the United States. Mesoamerica had 80 
distinct languages; South America more than 500. At least 
250 distinct languages were spoken in aboriginal Australia. 

The rate of eradication of these languages, and often the 
people who spoke them, is equally astounding. Sixty-five 
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percent of California's indigenous languages are extinct, 
with many of the remaining spoken by fewer than 10 peo- 
ple. Only two or three of California's indigenous languag- 
es are spoken by more than 150 people. None are spoken 
by children at home. The only remaining fluent speaker of 
Chumash, a family of six languages once spoken in South- 
ern California, is a professional linguist. Overall, about 42 
percent of the 300 languages indigenous to the United 
States are extinct. Eighty percent have become moribund 
since European colonization. 


diversity of languages serves to situate indigenous cultures 
in relationship to other species and places, but also in rela- 
tionship to other cultures. All cultures have a tendency to 
totalize (i.e., to view their metaphors, concepts, beliefs and 
languages as all-inclusive of reality). Indigenous people, 
however, lived in a highly diverse network of other cultures 
and their languages, other species and their cultures. They 
were constantly reminded of the limits of their cultural 
worlds. Natural metaphors (especially species metaphors) 
within language, and diversity between languages, are ef- 
fective reminders that the domain we inhabit is limited and 


lims 




The Nature of Diversity 

Anthropologist Claude Levi-Strauss was among the first 
European intellectuals to see a deep connection between 
ecology and linguistics, and between the extinction of 
species and cultures. Levi-Strauss realized that the then 
developing science of ecology was discovering that na- 
ture itself is fundamentally differential. Like words and 
symbols, species do not exist autonomously. Each has 
evolved to be what it is in relation to a host of other spe- 
cies, processes and environments. Each fills a 
niche occupied by no, other species. Strictly 
speaking, diversity is not so much a char- ^ ’ 
acteristic of ecosystems and species, it '■ 
is the condition of their possibility ^ 
of existence. In simpler terms, the J* ^ 
diversity of life structures life. 

If there is an ecology of lan- 
guage, it is because language 
and nature are of a single sys- 
tem of diversity. This unity 
is most apparent in the role 
of metaphor in human com- 
munication and understand- 
ing of the world. Metaphor is 
the principle means by which 
we communicate, and biologi- 
cal diversity is the founda- 
tion of an enormous portion of 
our metaphors. These metaphors 
are not simply poetic frills, they are 
indispensable to language and human 
thought. In his famous study of totemism, 

Levi-Strauss concluded that the diversity of totemic 
species found in indigenous cultures around the world are 
not simply cultural constructs, they are essential modes 
of thought. The language and thought of indigenous cul- 
tures is borne upon the living diversity with which they 
evolved. Totemic animals (less often plants or other natu- 
ral objects) have long been the dominant metaphors for 
self-understanding. These metaphors are not "created" by 
cultures out of thin air, they arise out of a culture's evolv- 
ing relationship with the species in its larger community. 
They will necessarily vary as do the bioregions in which 
cultures develop. 

High degrees of species richness and species endemism 
may encourage high degrees of language richness by pro- 
viding a greater diversity of metaphor possibilities. The 
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our. right to exploit does not extend endlessly. As individual 
languages become increasingly homogenized, as the diver- 
sity between languages within a bioregion decrease and as 
the diversity of living beings decrease, we lose the boundar- 
ies that preserve community stability. 

Just as "First World" societies replace diverse plant com- 
munities with monoculture crops, they are replacing a tre- 
mendous and ancient linguistic diversity with vast mono- 
languages. There are approximately 6,500 languages on 
Earth today. About 50 percent of all humans, 
however, speak and think in one of 10 
globally dominant languages. That 
means 0.2 percent of all existing 
languages hold sway over 50 per- 
cent of all humans and likely 
upwards of 85 percent of the 
land surface of the globe. Not 
surprisingly, these are the 
languages of the cultures 
primarily responsible for 
the global extinction crisis 
and the eradication/mar- 
ginalizing of indigenous 
cultures. These cultures no 
longer recognize a limit to 
their beliefs or exploitation 
rights, because they no longer 
v ~ / genuinely encounter a diversity 
of other languages, ideas, cultures 
^ and species. 

The planetary extinction crisis is inti- 
mately tied to the global homogenizing of 
language and culture. If we allow diversity to de- 
cline within human cultures and between cultures, we 
throw away the necessary mental tools to reverse the de- 
cline in biological diversity. 

Kieran Suckling is the executive director of the Center for Bi- 
ological Diversity. He met Earth First! in Missoula, Montana, 
in the late 1980s and attended his first Round River Ren- 
dezvous at Jemez, New Mexico, 1 989; his wildest memories 
of EF! were the protests following the '93 Mount Graham 
Rondy. He feels EF! has carved out an important place in 
environmental history and played a critical role in defin- 
ing the creative front line of activism, by taking the Earth 
very seriously, but not taking itself too seriously. His ad- 
vice: "Keep up that spirit and you will always be successful, 
people will always follow . " 
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Hey, Do you 
ant to help wil 
the Guerrilla 
garden? 


'uh, are you \ 
growing gorillas?] 


Oh, are you 
growing 
guns!? i 


CULTURES OF RESISTANCE 


The monkeywrench is not the 
only tool for resisting the global- 
ized mega-machine that is killing 
our wild, sacred Earth and our 
wild, sacred communities. Direct 
action culture is visible in every 
gardening project, 'zine library, 
squat, art collective, etc. Without 
the ability to provide food, shel- 
ter, education, health and enter 7 
tainment for our communities, 
we are without the autonomy 
that unbinds capitalism and its 


cohorts from our wrists. With 
these resources we are freeing our- 
selves from the prison they build 
around us— a prison that we si- 
multaneously deconstruct every- 
day with our food redistribution, 
Free Schools, campfire singalongs 
and puppet-making workshops! 

. The average supermarket food 
item travels 1,494 miles to reach 
its destination. Much of it is con- 
taminated, genetically modified, 
and harvested by poorly paid peo- 
ple uprooted from their communi- 
ties to factory fields by First World 
greed. Likewise, billions of tons 


of this food are thrown away, left 
rotting while many starve. The in- 
dustrial infrastructure, roads, cars, 
waste and fat-cat CEOs behind this 
absurdity can be tackled head-on 
through direct action, clandestine 
ingenuity and kick-ass parties. 

This section is dedicated to our. 
"Cultures of Resistance" that have 
been growing strong in tandem 
with EF! for over 30 years. Take it as 
a resource map; here are some col- 
lectives and projects that should 
be active in every community! 


No, irs the other kind of guernll 


THE REALLY REALLY 
REE MARKET 

On the first Saturday of 
every month, hundreds of 
people from all walks of life 
gather in the' center of our 
town. They bring everything 
from jewelry to firewood to 
share. Booths offer bicycle 
repair, haircuts, even tarot 
readings. People leave with 
bookshelves, new shoes and 
old computers; if they don't 
have a vehicle to transport 
them, someone volunteers 
to help. No money changes 
hands, no one haggles over 
the comparative worth of 
items or services, nobody 
is ashamed about being in 
need. No fee is paid for the 
space, nor is anyone "in 
charge" — after years of try- 
ing and failing to shut down 
the event, our local govern- 
ment finally gave up and 


changed its laws. Sometimes 
a marching band appears, a 
puppetry troupe performs, 
or children line up to take a 
swing at a pinata. Games and 
conversations take place in 
the periphery, and everyone 
gets a plate of warm food 
and a bag of groceries. 

A banner proclaims "Carni- 
val Against Capitalism," and a 
king-size blanket is spread with 
anarchist literature, but this is 
not a demonstration so much 
as a social institution. Thanks to 
our monthly Free Markets, ev- 
eryone in town has a reference 
point for anarchist economics. 

A Really Really Free Market 
is a form of direct action in 
which a community cir- 
culates resources outside the 
logic of capitalism. It provides 
for the needs of the partici- 
pants — not just for material 
needs, but also the very real 
need to share with others. 
It's therapy for the ills of this 


materialistic society: once 
you get used to the idea that 
there's an abundance of mate- 
rial goods, it gets easier not to 
hoard things or seek them as 
a badge of social status. 

The Really Really Free 
Market model is only seven 
years old, although the free 
stores started by Yippies 
and Diggers in the 1960s 
prefigured it. The first one 
took place in Miami the day 
after the brutal police re- 
pression of protests against 


the November 2003 Free 
Trade Area of the Americas 
ministerial. The following 
year, Really Really Free Mar- 
kets cropped up elsewhere 
around the country, notably 
in North Carolina in oppo- 
sition to the G8 summit and 
in Boston in response to the 
Democratic National Con- 
vention. By 2006, many 
cities were hosting them 
on a monthly basis; they 
have since spread as far as 
Bulgaria and Singapore. 
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I ] I I jf lives to defending the Earth, 

working for peace or taking 
-action for the liberation 
rescue shelters in 24 cities in of animals and oppressed 

Slovakia, provided food for people. FNB has also in- 

100 days during the Orange troduced many to the use 

Revolution in the Ukraine, of consensus to make deci- 

fed striking auto workers sions and the philosophy of 

in South Korea, shared decentralized, non-hierar- 

food at anti-globalization chical organization, 

protests and helped orga- Along with EF!, FNB works 
nized the food relief effort in coalition with groups 

for the survivors of Hur- like The Leonard Peltier 

ricane Katrina. Volunteers Defense Committee, Farm 

- Animal Rights Movement, 

Anarchist Black Cross, the 
Industrial Workers of the 
, World (IWW) and Anti-Rac- 

' _ life. ist Action. FNB continues 

•£#?^C3 I 3 F I to ta ^ e direct action toward 

Tfy' g creating a world free from 

^ domination, coercion and 

Ef § The FNB website provides 
T F I information on how to find 

mSr. k your local chapter or start a 

Y | local group if there isn't one 

' already in your community. 

ma For more information, visit 

uring one of his hundreds of arrests. WWW.FOODNOTBOMBS.NET 
also provided food at the Keith McHenry helped start 
base camp during the 1989 Food Not Bombs in Massachu- 

Earth First! (EF!) Redwood setts in 1980. He was arrested 

Summer in Northern Cali- "for making a political state- 

fornia and during Shoshone ment" in San Francisco, spent 

actions to stop resource ex- over 500 nights in jail and 

traction at the Dann faced 25 years to life in prison. 

Ranch in Nevada. FNB He co-wrote the book Food 

groups provided meals to Not Bombs, and wrote Cook- 

EF! activists and Aboriginal ing for Peace. He continues to 

people seeking to stop gold volunteer with Food Not Bombs 

mines in the bush of Aus- . around the world. Everyone 

tralia. Other volunteers fed on the current Earth First! 

protesters at actions against Journal Collective has been a 

mines in Iceland and old- part of Food Not Bombs. One 

growth clearcutting in Tas- long-term editor bottomlines 

mania. Many actions last _ FNB every 

months and even years as Sunday in 

a result of Food Not Bomb's KnZ Tucson. 
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Justseeds 


By Justseeds 

Justseeds Artists' Coop- 
erative is a decentralized 
network of 26 artists com- 
mitted to making print 
and design work that re- 
flects a radical social, en- 
vironmental and political 
stance. With members 
working from the US, 
Canada and Mexico, Just- 
seeds operates both as a 
unified collaboration of 
similarly minded print- 
makers and as a loose 
collection of creative in- 
dividuals with unique 
viewpoints and working 
methods. We believe in 
the transformative power 
of personal expression in 
concert with collective 
action. To this end, we 
produce collective port- 
folios, contribute graph- 
ics to grassroots struggles 
for justice, work collab- 
oratively both in and out- 
side the co-op, build large 
sculptural installations in 
galleries, wheatpaste on 
the streets, have a blog 
providing information 
on radical politics and 
art, and sell our work — all 
while offering each other 



Pete Yahnke 


daily support as allies and 
friends. 

Justseeds was founded 
in 1998. Over time, the 
building of collabora- 
tions and friendships al- 
lowed Justseeds to make 
the transformation into 
a worker-owned coopera- 
tive business in 2007. 

As part of our ongoing ef- 
fort to create reproducible 
graphics in support of grass- 
roots movements, Justseeds 
has produced "Resourced," 
125 portfolios of 26 hand- 
printed posters that ex- 
plore the devastating ef- 
fects of resource extraction, 
and what can be done in 
pursuit of environmental 
justice and the defense of 
all life. Participating artists 
include Justseeds members 
and others we invited from 
our international commu- 
nity. Artists were encour- 
aged to collaborate with 
organizations to produce 
images around campaigns 
or gain insight about spe- 
cific issues. The topics 
explored in these posters 
include environmental 
racism, food sovereignty, 
workers' rights, indigenous 
struggles, and mountain- 



Meredith Stem 




Amor Y Resistencia 




SLOW 

INDUSTRIAL 
L GENOCIDE 


Jesse Purcell 



top removal, oil extraction 
from tar sands, hydro-fractur- 
ing, mega-dam projects, min- 
ing, overfishing and more. 
In addition to being an "exhi- 
bition in a book", the images 
from Resourced are also avail- 
able to download for free at 
www.justseeds.org/resourced. 

We hope that both the 
physical portfolio and the 
web-based component will 
provide increased access 
in order to be an effective 
teaching tool, and a dialogue 
starter for community spac- 


es, schools, conferences, and 
galleries. 

Participating artists and 
organizations include mem- 
bers of Amor y Resistencia 
(NYC), Armsrock (Den- 
mark), Tom Civil (Australia), 
Narita Keisuke (Japan), Asian 
Pacific Environmental Net- 
work (San Francisco, CA), 
Bark (Portland, OR), Centro 
Autonomo para la Creadon 
Intercultural de Tecnologias 
Apropriadas (Oaxaca, Mex- 
ico), Indigenous Environ- 
mental Network and others. 
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Organized resistance may keep the 
polar bear off the extinction list. 


ontinued from page 10 

f the planet. Bringing a cloth shopping bag to the store, 
/en if you walk there in your global warming flip flops, 
ill not stop the tar sands. 

We have believed such ridiculous solutions because 
ur perception has been blunted by some portion of 
enial and despair. And those are legitimate reactions, 
m not persuading anyone out of them. The question 
, do we want to develop a strategy to manage our 
notional state or to save the planet? 

And we’ve believed in these lifestyle solutions because 
/eryone around us insists they're workable, a collective 
:peating mantra of "renewables, recycling" that has 
ulled us into belief. Like Eichmann, no one has told us 
lat it's wrong. 

Until now. So this is the moment when 
ou will have to decide. Do you want to be 
art of a serious effort to save this planet? 
fot a serious effort at collective delusion, 
ot a serious effort to feel better, not a 
:rious effort to save you and yours. But an 
ctual strategy to stop the destruction of 
verything worth loving. If your answer feels 
s imperative as instinct, then you already 
now it's long past time to fight. After 
lat, the only question left is: how? And 
espite everything you've been told by the 
ichmanns of despair, that question has an 
nswer. They have insisted that there is no 
nswer, but that's the lie of cowards. Every 
pstem of power can be fought — they're only 
uman in the end, not supernatural, not sent 
y god. Industrial civilization is in fact more 
ulnerable than past empires, dependent as it 
> on such a fragile infrastructure of pipelines 
nd overhead wires, on binary bits of data 
ncoding its lifeblood of capital. If we would 
st ourselves think it, a workable strategy 


is obvious, and in fact is not very different from the 
actions of partisan resisters across history. 

So, will you think it — that one word: resistance? Will 
you notice that they've come for our kin of polar bears 
and black terns, who are right now being herded into 
the cattle cars of industrial civilization? Will you join 
the others who are yearning to action? The train can be 
derailed, the tracks ripped up, the bridge blown down. 
There is no metaphor here, as any General Officer could 
tell us. There is a planet being murdered, and there are 
also targets that, if taken out relentlessly, could stop it. 

So think "resistance" with all your aching heart, a 
word that must become our promise to what is left of 
this planet. Gather the others: you already know them. 
The brave, smart, militant, and, most of all, serious, and 
together take aim. Do it carefully, but do it. 

Then fire for all your worth. 

Hailed as the philosopher poet of the environmental 
movement, Derrick Jensen is author of 15 books, including 
Endgame and A Language Older Than Words. He has 
packed university auditoriums, conferences and bookstores 
across the nation, stirring them with revolutionary spirit. 

Aric McBay is a writer, activist and small-scale organic 
farmer. His first book was Peak Oil Survival: Preparation 
for Life After Gridcrash. His most recent book is What We 
Leave Behind, co-written with Derrick Jensen. His website is 
WWW.INTHEWAKE.ORG. 

Lierre Keith is a writer, small farmer and radical feminist 
activist. She is the author of two novels, as well as a work 
of nonfiction, The Vegetarian Myth: Food, Justice, and 
Sustainability. You can read excerpts of her work at WWW. 
LIERREKEITH.COM. 
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In Defense of Eagle Creek 


By Pitch 

Road Ghost was tied 


argumentative avenues; any- 
thing to get us to descend. Af- 
ter a few hours Artimus and 


like Low Rider, so if the 
lines were compromised 
or the gate opened, the 
pod would fall. Each one 
had a noose attached so 
that any alteration in 
the height would hang 
the person in the pod. 
A cherry picker at its 
full reach could make 
it up to the height of 
the pods, about 60 feet 
up. The police came 
into view with a cocky 
bravado, sauntering 
below us and bragging 
about how they had 
pulled the woman out 
of Road Ghost by her 
noose, making her fall 
head first into the cher- 
ry picker bucket. Road 
Ghost was gone. 

These words hit me 
like fists. Police con- 
tinued their verbal on- 
slaught and shouted up 
at us, trying a myriad of 


I decided that she should ac- 
cept one of their offers — she 
would descend and I would 
stay. The treesit, not actually 
blocking the road, was just 
there for support; we were as- 
sured that Artimus would be 
released without charges. She 
descended, and they quickly 
refused to keep their end of 
the bargain — she was forcibly 
carried away. She would later 
serve two months in a wom- 
en's work-release facility for 
the stand she took that day. 

Hours passed hazily, though 
I could still hardly believe they 
were actually here attempt- 
ing eviction. Eventually they 
started their approach on Low 
Rider with the cherry picker. 
I was frantic. Panic flooded 
my every vein. I would not let 
them pass. I would hold fast, 
1 told myself, and do every- 
thing in my power to ensure 
that. Living in the woods as 
we do, we all carry knives. 




high above the gate 



With a noose around my 
neck, I yelled down that 
as long as they advanced 
I would count down from 
ten and cut my support 
lines until there were none 
left. The machine main- 
tained its steady approach. 
My ’ voice shaking more 
than I care to admit— and 


from thinking about it, 
and cut away the second to 
last support line. 

The noose weighed heavy 
and leaden around my neck, 
and 1 was scared out of my 
mind, more scared than I 
had ever been in my entire 
life. I tried to focus all of my 
mind on how one life is in- 


hoping they would hear 
me above the engine — I 
began my first countdown, 
resulting in the cut of the 
first of my only five lines. 
It twanged away forcefully 
from me to the ground. 

They continued forward 
and 1 did as well. Another 


significant when protecting 
these precious and last na- 
tive ecosystems. I closed my 
eyes and tried not to talk 
myself out of it. 

1 began my countdown 
for the last support line. 
Each second passed as a life- 
time and each number a de- 


ten seconds, gone and the 
second line was cut, leav- 
ing me hanging 60 feet up 
by only three small cords 
about the width of a shoe- 
lace. Still they advanced. 
Again I counted down, and 
now I had only two lines 
left. At this point my hands 
were shaking something 
fierce, and my whole body 
was quaking. I was terrified 
and needed all the courage 
I could summon. It was de- 
batable whether or not just 
two lines of this cord would 
hold under the strain of the 
weight of myself and the 
pod, my home for the last 
month. I counted down to 
zero again, stopped myself 


cade, I choked each number 
out slowly, terrified. When I 
reached six I could see flur- 
ries of movement. I reached 
five and people started 
yelling. I reached four and 
heard the most intense 
sound of relief: They had 
shut down the cherry picker 
and backed up the bucket 
containing the three men 
that stood in it, poised and 
strained. My eyes welled 
up with tears and there 
was, for the first time since 
the night before, silence. 

This action story came 
from the Eagle Creek Treesit 
that successfully defended 
old-growth in Cascadia in 
the early 2000s 
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Dear Ned Ludd 


"Hey Ned, here's a little 
something I wrote for your files— 
consider this priceless tip a 
gift for the EF! movement's big 
birthday. Glad to see you've made 
it out of a heavy Saturn Return, 
Brother Bear. Here's to another 
30 years, or total collapse, 
which ever comes firstf" 

Peace, love, liberation, 

— Hayduke 


Oliver Wendell HMnes once caps and padlocks. Because the 
wrote, ^Ujgeis t«b master Caterpillar Operator Key is the 
key that. opens the^ gates of most common, many companies 
happiness." TH|ga^Bator key" use the Cat padlock for various 
is the m asteri^yJa^l)pens the compartments and caps on their 
gat^si to mosf neara^puipment. equipment regardless of who made 
Komat&jyjdhri Deeftfrffiaterpillar, it. These keys are simple to obtain 
BobOah Case, Volvo |nd many from the various equipment 
others use a master key for all dealerships. Just go to your local 
their equipment, regardless of part's counter, ask for a operator 
the year. The Operator Key will key or five, pay with cash, and 
typically open all compartments, have a simple cover story. 
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VOICES FROM THE MARCEUIIS 



The following are excerpts from ac- 
tivists with Susquehanna Valley EF!, 
MarceUus EF! and Finger Lakes EF! 
in Northern Appalachian regions, in- 
cluding Pennsylvania, New York, Ohio 
and West Virginia, who are facing an 
onslaught of natural gas drilling and 
toxic "hydro fracking. " 

Whett you set out on your journey to Ithaca, 

Pray that the road is long 

Full of adventure, full ofknowledge... 

— CP. Cavafy, "Ithaca" 

When I settled on Ithaca as the 
place that would be Home for the 
rest of my life, I hadn't yet heard 
of hydrofracking. I was in Ukraine, 
surrounded by all kinds of books on 
"best places to retire." To get here 
and find out about the insanity 
of "we'll get the last drop of gas 
out of the Earth if we have to 
poison and ravage our last re- 
sources to do so" was a little 
bit like discovering Eden 
right before being kicked 
out. Even if it seems that 
the outcome is fixed, that 
all the money and power 
is aligned against us, I'm 
going to spend all my free 
time walking the gorges, 
trying out the many swim- 
holes, learning the names 
and smells and sounds and 
sights of Fingerlakes flora and 
fauna, and organizing with the 
many people I've made friends 
with, who howl at the moon and 
shout out, "No Compromise!" My 
hope is that people will begin to 
realize that deep down inside we 
all want the same things: food, 
shelter and clothing for our loved 
ones, and access to clean air, wa- 
ter and soil. Lest they steal and 
ravage the land right from under 
us, we need to eschew the labels, 
bridge the ideological gaps, and 
unite against those who enrich 
themselves at the expense of the 
planet and future generations. No 
compromise! 

— Liza 


It was in the Spring of 2005 that I 
first encountered a gas drilling op- 
eration up close. My grandmother 
lived just one road east of the state 
line, so my aimless bike rides of- 
ten took me to Ohio. The noisy, 
towering rigs were so out of place 
on those quiet back roads that 
I took pictures and wrote 
home about it, deeply 
unsettled. My 
grandmother 
passed 
away 
and 


of fracking, and gratefully started 
building relationships with the 
people battling it. Now I learn new 
things about this amazing land ev- 
ery day while community networks 
grow and spread information about 
fracking. I feel myself getting stron- 
ger, discovering 


spent a 
few years 
out West, brief- 
ly involved in the 
successful fight against 
the liquefied natural gas pipeline 
through Mt. Hood National Forest, 
before my sugar maple roots lured 
me back home. I quickly learned 
about the encroaching nightmare 


complex, 

eternal connections that nourish 
me and secure my place in this 
struggle for life. 

— Emma G 






SHALE RESISTANCE 




Flammable shower water... 
wastewater "brine pools" the size 
of football fields... deep well in- 
jection disposal... once-pure wa- 
terways now full of dead fish and 
foaming, stinking water... live- 
stock and family pets dropping 
dead almost instantly... endo- 
crine disrupters and cancer-caus- 
ing chemicals... increased police 
presence.... This is an occupation 
through and through. We have 
been duped into signing these 
leases, and now we are working 
to fight our way out.... This is 
a fight for our lives and rural 
culture. Thapks to Bush- 
era policies, natural gas 
companies are exempt 
from legislation such 
as the Clean Air Act 
and the Safe Drink- 
ing Water Act. Push- 
ing the govern- 
ment to regulate 
the industry is 
one way to stop 
the madness, but 
many people who 
live in the valleys 
and mountain- 
sides directly af- 
fected by gas drill- 
ing and fracking 
are starting to real- 
ize that this must 
be stopped immedi- 
ately by any means 
necessary. 

— Member of 
Susquehanna Valley EF! 

I moved from the Barnett 
Shale to a place of surface wa- 
ter and clean air. I have seen the 
white stag and trees older than 
conquest. I have found the joy of 
midnight skinny dipping under 
waterfalls. I live in a place where it 
is possible, before lunch, to walk 
to my watershed and back in the 
70-degree August heat. In times 
past, slaves ran past my cabin in 
the woods to freedom. I will not 


forsake this dirt! 

— Hayduke 

The talk of gas 
drilling started. 

It started out a si- 
lent whisper in 
the community. 
Individuals did not 
truly understand 
what could happen 
to their land and 
drinking water, or 
they just simply 
ignored the dan- 
gers for their own 
personal reasons. 
Few people, if 
any, talked about 
these lease they 
.signed, as not to 
alert anyone on 
how much they 
had been paid off 
by the gas company 



Jesse Goldstein from Justseeds print for Resourced Portfolio 


by the gas company.... I decided to formation has changed the way 
become informed on the Marcellus people feel around here. It's 
Shale issues and make a difference, brought a stabbing despair into 
My advice to the gas man is very our lives, affecting everyone's 
simple: The line has been drawn — long-term goals and sense of se- 
cross it, I dare you! curity. 

— Brian, Northeast We could leave. But we would 

Pennsylvania, Marellus EF! be cowards to stand back as the 

land, the forests, the streams, 
Fossil fuels are unsustainable, the lakes, the critters, every- 
and their capitalist stakeholders one and everything suffers. In 
are no less perishable. The cor- the Marcellus Region, we need 
porations involved (Haliburton, to form affinity groups that are 
Fortuna, Chesapeake and Tabs- capable of striking offensive ac- 
man, to name a few) are hoping tions against the perpetrators 
to rake in profits by spreading of gas development. The small- 
the doctrine of energy indepen- est actions can build group dy- 
dence and sustainability. We've namics and courage. Now is the 
seen what's happened in Penn- moment to get healthy and get 
sylvania and West Virginia. The our shit together. This is more 
spills, the fragmented farmland, than just about protecting the 
the explosions. We've seen the land and our lives. This is about 
pictures and the stories of drill- living. There are no alterna- 
ing in Colorado, Wyoming, tives more attractive, none more 
Texas. We've heard the stories of honest, and none more exciting 
cancer of sickness, of flammable than total resistance." 
ground water. Knowing this in- — Anonymous 

NO DRILLING! NO COMPROMISE! 
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Continued from page 23 
tax was slapped on the project. The 
"No Mil” campaign blended the 
defense of urban human communi- 
ties into the equation, with squat- 
ted streets and innovative lock-on 
towers and washing machines tak- 
ing weeks to evict. Later, a likely 
protest was officially factored in to 
the economic equation around 
whether to go ahead with road 
schemes. EF! individuals and 
groups played an important 
role as part of camps, provid- 
ing support and going on the 
offensive. The huge range and 
ferocity of actions around the 
country — contractors, subsidi- 
aries, small service providers 
and corporations intending to 
bid were occupied, sabotaged 
and generally hindered at eve- 
ry opportunity. This combined 
well with publicity-friendly 
roof-top squats by parliament 
members (as well as of Parlia- 
ment itself) and the disrup- 
tion of ceremonial events. The 
slashing of the road-building 
program three times was an 
unprecedented U-turn in na- 
tional policy, which spawned 
a generation of radical ecolog- 
ical activists. 

Towards the end of the '90s 
and into this century, EF! and 
other eco-activists took inspi- 
ration and, in turn, inspired 
others around the world on a 
different scale. Already protest- 
ing roads, EF! groups and RTS spread. 
The Global Street Party pushed the 
Group of Eight (G8) leaders to flee 
Birmingham for the day through an 
unprecedented summit mobiliza- 
tion, and, on June 18, 1999, it sealed 
off, took over and destroyed much 
of the city of London in a combina- 
tion of coordinated autonomous ac- 
tions and a masked Carnival Against 
Capital. Such audacious actions have 
only been possible through the ex- 
istence of many EF! groups 'round 
the country that could take on spe- 
cific roles. We took our experience to 
Prague to join others trying to close 


down the World Bank and Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund summits. The 
well-prepared, mainly British, mainly 
EF! bloc explored the tensions im- 
plicit in using affinity groups on a 
mass action and embraced a diversity 
of approaches, from tactical frivolity 
through samba bands to black bloc 
tactics in the same space. 



Stopping a third runway at Heathrow 

At the same time, the local focus of 
EF! largely responded to the emerg- 
ing threat of genetically modified 
(GM) food. A prolonged, militant 
and widely popular campaign — us- 
ing many different tactics, includ- 
ing crop squats, office occupations, 
supermarket actions and field-trial 
decontaminations (crop-trashings) — 
successfully halted the growing of GM 
food in the UK, kicked many biotech 
companies back across the seas and 
limited the importation of GM food 
to animal-feed. This inspired others 
around the world to use similar tac- 
tics. For many, it was a fight against 


corporate control and fundamental- 
ly fucking around with nature itself. 
With the threat back on the horizon, 
and looking very much to the rest 
of the world for sustained militancy 
and resistance, the campaign is once 
again gathering strength. 

From the start, British EF! groups 
took inspiration, ideas and direct 
experiences from the UK anti- 
nuke, women's, hunt-sabbing 
and animal liberation move- 
ments, as well as other alter- 
native cultures. As people got 
active, they became more aware 
of radical, militant and huge 
movements around the world, 
all engaged in life-affirming 
struggles. This has ensured 
strong overlaps with other net- 
works and campaigns, recog- 
nizing the interconnectedness 
of the issues, and the benefits 
of sharing skills, tactics and 
resources. This includes anti- 
repression groups such as FIT- 
Watch, opposing the police 
forces' surveillance teams, and 
anti-militarist groups — notably 
grassroots campaign Smash 
| EDO — who are fighting an on- 
3 going war of attrition against 
| arms manufacturers. Last year, 
a some people smashed up a 
3 bomb-parts factory and were 
I let off the hook in the courts on 
the basis of preventing a greater 
crime. Another active relation- 
ship include No Borders, fight- 
airport j n g f or the right of freedom -of 
movement for all. 

Wilderness protection and eco- 
logical defense, however limited on 
the set of small islands we live on, 
have remained "our bag," from local 
campaigns to the bigger and longer- 
running peat campaign, which 
combined autonomously organised 
sabotage with bigger days of ac- 
tion and camps. EF! activists have 
also been heavily involved with the 
Camp for Climate Action since its 
inception in 2006 — building on our 
protest camps, the Scottish Anti-G8 
eco-village and other organizing ex- 
periences. There are now active net- 
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works in England, Ireland, Scotland 
and Wales, as well as inspiring ac- 
tion camps around the world. Some 
of the successful aims were to in- 
spire newer generations, re-engage 
some older generations, 
and, after a lull, kick-start 
new waves of radical eco- 
logical direct action in the 
UK. 

EF! activists have been 
part of the anti-coal move- 
ment, which has successful- 
ly stalled a new generation 
of coal-fired power stations. 

Similarly, EFIers have been 
involved in a chain of re- 
cent actions against the avi- 
ation industry, which has " These were 
resulted in stopping the UK's three 
largest airports from being expand- 
ed. The spirit of the Manchester Air- 
port protest camps lives on. "Leave it 
in the Ground," originally a specific 
EF! campaign against an open-cast 
coal mine in Derbyshire, has since 
become a rallying cry for those de- 
fending land at one-off actions and 
camps. 

Protest camps have successfully 
fended off supermarket, leisure and 
housing developments, as well as 
nature reserves (which were indi- 
rectly shelving a range of destructive 


plans). The Nine Ladies protest site, 
which, after nine years, successfully 
saved an area of ancient woods and 
heath from becoming a quarry, ech- 
oes early EF! campaigns against quar- 


once our streets. This was once our world. Lets take them 

rying. Perhaps, the most infamous of 
these was Whatley Quarry, one of Eu- 
rope's biggest, which saw a long-term 
sustained campaign, as well as a na- 
tional day of action during which 
three control rooms were disman- 
tled, 20 yards of railway track dis- 
appeared and huge machinery fell 
apart, costing nearly $400,000 — 
not to mention the costs of not be- 
ing able to re-open for some time! 
As ever, road-building rears up, 
and protest camps rise to meet the 
threat, including the recently suc- 
cessful Camp Bling, which saved 


some woodland and an ancient 
burial ground from becoming a 
large highway. 

International solidarity has includ- 
ed work with Sea Shepherd and Saving 
Iceland, with whom activists 
have been resisting the build- 
ing of dams and aluminium 
smelters. We also have strong 
links with the Rossport Solidar- 
ity Camp, which has been suc- 
cessfully resisting a gas pipeline 
in Ireland for 10 years. 

Ecological direct action is 
alive and well in Britain at 
the moment. Only this Sum- 
mer, activists have organ- 
ized human-wheel-clamping 
hack.” a j r pi aneSj locking on to coal- 
train railway lines, smashing ma- 
chines at open-cast mines, playing 
nuked-dead in the street, kayak- 
ing against borehole drill rigs, 
burning mobile-phone masts, 
smashing bank windows, super- 
gluing themselves to a whole range 
of buildings, catapulting molasses 
bombs at corporate headquarters 
and creating "oil spills" in a BP- 
sponsored national gallery. There 
has also been a new wave of ur- 
ban eco-village land squats across 
southern England, as well as other 
places. 

Next year, we will be celebrating 
the 20-year anniversary of EF! in 
Britain. Plans so far include tours, 
a puppet show and a few new publi- 
cations to inform, inspire and incite. 
With it also being the 200th anniver- 
sary of the Luddites, there's a chance 
some pixies might come out 
to play. 


The Nine Ladies protest site, after 
six years of protecting 36 acres, 
successfully saved an area of an- 
cient woods and heath from becom- 
ing a quarry in the Peak District 
National Park, England. 
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By Etienne Doyle 



Wilderness* the biodiversity of life that 
exists where sexual creativity flourishes, 
is pansexual, polygendered, orgiastic and 
playful. The sun engages the soil with titil-/ 
lating light, radiation, chemical explosion 
and the magnetism of its flaring body in 
a queer ecology that spreads across the 
Earth. Flora cast their seed through the 
embracing bodies of wind and water. Bees 
enter their petals. Male hummingbirds, 
moist from floral nectar, thrust frantically 
to forest canopies to copulate together — 
not for reproduction, but joy. Groups of fe- 
male bottlenose dolphins use tails and fins 
to massage each other's genitals, entering 
the folds of their sexual openings. Female 
hedgehogs perform cunnilingus. Male 
African elephants, female grizzly bears, 
white-tailed deer and flamingos form ho- 
mosexual bonding trios. Canadian geese 
and black swans form bisexual trios. West 
Indian manatees cavort in polyamorous 
bisexual orgies. Lesbian bird pairs, which 
engage with males for reproduction only, 


often exhibit larger nests with more eggs 
than heterosexual pairings. Transgendered 
animals thrive. Bighorn sheep, which live 
in sex-segregated herds for most of the 
year, nevertheless exhibit male-sexed indi- 
viduals that adopt female behavior patterns 
and remain year-round in the female-sexed 
herds. Numerous species of fish and bear 
undergo the transition of their sexual and 
reproductive system to other sexualities. 
Testes transition to ovaries. Ovaries transi- 
tion to include testes. Gender playfulness 
and genderlessness teem. 

To date scientists have recorded the queer ' 
lives of gray wolves, red fox, elk, bison, kes- 
trels, barn owls, ravens, monarch butter- 
flies, walrus, bats, giraffes, lions, penguins, 
hyenas, dragonflies, humans and so on, to a 
total of 1,500 species and counting. 



Reading list: 

Biological Exuberance: Animal Homosexuality 
and Natural Diversity 

Evolution's Rainbow: Diversity, Gender, and 
Sexuality in Nature and People 
Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape 





By Faith Walker 





Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 

In a finale of fervent foreplay, brown gar- 
den snails ( Helix aspersa) impale each other 
with love darts. Being hermaphrodites, these 
animals sport both male and female tackle 
and swap sperm in both directions during 
eight hours of slippery sex. Most sperm are 
immediately digested by a specialized sperm- 
destroying gland, although a few sneak past 
to a storage organ, where they dwell for up to 
four yean. The point of the sharp, calcareous, 
centimeter-long snail nails is to short-circuit 
the gland. A swooning snail will aim for the 


genitals, located to the right of the head, and 
push the dart out of its body and into its part- 
ner. Darts are coated with a slimy cocktail that 
causes contractions in the female reproductive 
tract, closing the entrance to the devouring 
gland and allowing sperm to pass freely into 
storage. If a snail is a poor aim or is caught 
empty-handed, which is quite possible, since 
darts take 10 days to produce, it compensates 
by delivering extra sperm to its prickly partner. 
This species exemplifies a rarity: an intersexual 
arms race in which individuals are both gen- 
ders. The male portion has evolved to impart 
increasingly more sperm while the female por- 
tion has evolved to digest it. 

Originally appeared in the Earth First! 
Journal, Eostar, February-March 2002. © 
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by Robert Goldman 

Mysterious and magical things started happening in 
Yellowstone National Park in the mid-'90s. Streamside 
cottonwood and willow trees and shrubs were suddenly 
growing again after 70 years of slumber. New aspen 
trees in the park's northern valleys were also sprouting 
after a similarly long sleep. With streamside trees 
and vegetation growing again, badly eroded stream 
banks were soon stabilized, returning shade cooled 
the waters, and natural water flow was restored. These 
changes allowed for the return of beavers and beaver 
ponds, fish, birds of prey and songbirds, insects and 
amphibians. What triggered this flourishing rebirth? 
What was missing from Yellowstone for 70 years? And 
what had finally returned? Wolves! 

It turns out that the wolf, this amazing apex predator, 
is a true guardian pf the forest and a vital protector of 
ecological integrity, of biodiversity. Without wolves, 
elk — the dominant herbivore in Yellowstone and the 
Rockies — overpopulated and ran amok. Too many elk 
voraciously devoured every bit of accessible vegetation, 
decade after decade. Newly emerging green shoots were 
never spared and allowed to grow into new trees and 
shrubs. With the wolves' return, a healthy "ecology of 
fear" returned to Yellowstone. The traction alongside a 
stream or river is much trickier than on smooth, grassy 
terrain. Elk were no longer on permanent vacation 
when it came to casual dining by the water's edge. 
They quickly learned to avoid these areas, where they 
were once again vulnerable to hungry wolves and more 
likely to end up as meals themselves. The wolves' return 
triggered what is referred to as a "trophic cascade" of 
positive ecological change, in which a vital element 
appears or returns and sets off a cascade of changes 
that builds on itself, restores needed balance and brings 
forth new life and diversity. (See "Wolf Wars," National 
Geographic, March 2010.) 

How did it come to be that North America's native 
wolves were missing from Yellowstone and almost every 
place else in the United States prior to the mid-nineties? 

It's estimated that prior to the arrival of European 
colonizers, two million wolves were living and roaming 
free throughout most of North America, along with up 
to 75 million bison and countless numbers of bears, 
mountain lions, elk and deer, beaver and many, many 
others. Millions of birds of all kinds filled the sky, a 
seemingly endless continent full of lush vegetation 
and teeming with life from sea to sea. Amidst these 
infinite wonders of creation, lived millions of Native 
Americans. And these natives, from the ice of the Arctic 
North to the deserts of the south, lived harmoniously 
and respectfully with numerous wolves. 

Native Americans patiently and objectively studied 


the wolves who lived on the edges of their villages and 
beyond for thousands of years. These natives did not 
fear, demonize or persecute wolves; they admired and 
learned from them. They observed the wolves' keen 
intelligence, their very social nature, their complex and 
devoted family structure. As hunters themselves, these 
humans were particularly intrigued to observe how 
wolves hunt together, strategically and cooperatively. 
Wolves helped them learn how to take better care of 
their own families and tribe members. The natives saw 
wolves as they truly are: vital, intelligent and complex 
social beings, devoted to their family packs, so much 
like humans. 

And then the European colonizers started to arrive 
from across the sea. Sadly and so tragically for the 
wolves, for the land and its natives and for a gentler 
history that might have been, these Europeans did not 
arrive with a reverence and respect for the purity and 
innocence of wilderness. Instead they brought to this 
land a strange and perverse notion of wilderness, the 
very essence of creation, as ungodly. This perspective 
included many centuries of Church-inspired, false and 
demonic wolf fables. As early as 1630, this profound 
ignorance resulted in the Massachusetts Bay Colony 
enacting a bounty on wolves. And so began a savage 
and heart-breaking war against America's natives, 
wilderness and wildlife, including the very embodiment 
of wilderness, the wolf. 

It took 300 years of unspeakable human cruelty to 
eliminate wolves from every corner of the US. During 
those 300 years, bounties and mass killing followed 
the wolves from Maine to California and everywhere 
in between. State and local governments joined in, as 
did the federal government. Millions of wolves were 
shot, poisoned, burned alive and died horribly in 
steel leg-hold traps. Wolf pups were often dynamited 
in their dens. Only in northern Minnesota and a 
tiny area of nearby Wisconsin did a small number 
of wolves survive the carnage. For the wolves, it was 
300 years of Nazi rule and they were the Jews. And 
everyone is painfully aware of what happened to the 
Native Americans during this time, victimized by the 
same tyranny, ignorance and greed. 

So where are we now? The country has caught its breath 
somewhat. There is certainly far more enlightenment and 
wisdom among people across the land when it comes 
to nature, ecology and wildlife. In the early '70s, the 
federal government enacted the Endangered Species 
Act and shortly thereafter, wolves were added to the 
list. In the mid '80s and without waiting for permission, 
a small group of pioneer wolves wandered south 
from the Canadian Rockies and into the graveyard 
West of their ancestors. They began to quietly spread 

continued on next page 
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themselves around a bit. Ten years later, in the mid '90s, 
a more enlightened US Department of the Interior, the 
very killers of Yellowstone's last wolves in the 1920s, 
released a small group of Canadian gray wolves back 
into Yellowstone where they should have found safe 
haven all along. By 2008, these wolves had found each 
other and grew to approximately 2,000 throughout 
Wyoming, Idaho, Montana and some nearby states. 
Not very many over such a huge area, but a nice start. 
Along with about 3,500 wolves in northern Minnesota 
and nearby Wisconsin, things were looking up for 
wolves in America. 

And then along came President Obama and his 
choice for Interior Secretary, Ken Salazar, a rancher and 
US Senator from Colorado. Within months of 
Obama taking office, a quarter of the wolves 
in the Rockies were dead, "legally" killed by 
"sport hunters" and federal agents in Idaho 
and Montana. A heading-out-the-door George 
W. Bush plan to de-list and downgrade the 
protective status of Rocky Mountain wolves 
from endangered to threatened was adopted 
and implemented by Obama. This opened the 
door to wolf killing, planned and supported 
by the stuck-in-the- 19th-century, wolf-hating 
state governments of the Rockies. Obama, 
the democrat who promised science-based 
environmental decision making when he 
was campaigning for office, neglected to tell 
those of us who took him at his word that 
his word did not apply to America's wolves 
and the vicious interest groups still aligned 
against them. For Obama, dirty politics still 
applies to America's wolves and wilderness, 
not science. 

Still, even with this latest outrage and 
heartbreak, it may finally be the beginning 
of a new day for America's wolves and other 
wildlife. The wolves now have huge numbers 
of devoted friends and admiring supporters 
spread across the entire country, young and 
old, including dedicated friends throughout 
the Rockies. A more enlightened American 
people are no longer willing to accept such 
heartless demonization and mistreatment of 
America's wildlife. Thanks to the work of groups 
such as Defenders of Wildlife, Natural Resources Defense 
Council, Earthjustice and others, a federal court in the 
Rockies recently reversed Obama's de-listing of wolves 
and restored them to endangered status. The presiding 
judge castigated Obama and his administration for 
basing the flawed de-listing on politics and not science. 
But that is surely not the end of the story for wolves in 
America. The wolves need our friendship and advocacy, 
right now, more than ever. 

Wolf demonizers and haters are still a very powerful 
and stubborn group. They control state houses and 
legislatures throughout the West (including Alaska) 


and most unfortunately, have a strong hold on federal 
wildlife agencies that are still doing their brutal, unethical 
bidding — and at American taxpayer expense. Incredibly, 
our US Department of Agriculture has an insane "Wildlife 
Services" division, which regularly sends wildlife killers 
into the field at the insistence of ranchers and farmers 
in the West. Wildlife Services agents are heavily armed 
with rifles and extremely toxic poisons. Thousands of 
America's wildlife, including wolves, coyotes, cougars, 
bears, eagles and more are regularly killed by these US 
agents, without any concern for ecological integrity, 
justice or federal protections. Rosalie Edge, a remarkable 
conservation crusader from the late 1920s through 
the early 1960s, bravely fought the forerunner to this 


perverted federal agency, referring to it as the United 
States Bureau of Destruction and Extermination. The 
killers at the Wildlife Services division even have a 
current plan to gas wolf pups in their dens and surgically 
sterilize alpha wolf pairs. Most Americans have surely 
been unaware of the ongoing horror that they have 
been funding for decades. Now that we know, it is up 
to each of us to demand that all federal wildlife agencies 
permanently stop this obscene war on wolves and 
America's wildlife. Until enough of us speak up against 
this killing, it will continue. 

Continued on page 91 
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to highlight several struggles in the 
area, such as those of the Wayuu, 
Afro-Colombian and U'wa com- 
munities. 


TWPICXL AND6J HOTJPOT: 

"CLOBXL €PIC€NT€fc. 
OF BIODIVERSITY* 


The Tropical Andes region is bio- 
logically the richest and most diverse 
of Earth's hotspots. This location 
holds about 45,000 plant species, 
of which 20,000 are endemic. There 
are over 3,000 vertebrate species, 
with about 1,500 endemic. Besides 
plants and mammels, 1,666 bird 
species, 479 reptile species, and 
830 amphibian species reside in 
the Tropical Andes. 

A hotspot is a highly threatened 
area of high biodiversity of vital 
importance to the condition of the 
climate. The Tropical Andes Hotspot 
spans much of South America, from 
western Venezuela to northern Chile 
and Argentina, and includes large 
portions of Colombia, Ecuador, Peru 
and Bolivia. 

Although a quarter of its original 
vegetation still remains, the region 
faces massive threats: Petroleum, 
mining, hydroelectric, military and 
other infrastructure projects are 
all significantly expanding their op- 
erations. Indigenous and land-based 
people are on the frontlines of defend- 
ing this region. Our solidarity with the 
wild means understanding and sup- 
porting the ongoing resistance of 
these communities. During these 
two volumes of the 30th anniver- 
sary issue^the EF! Journal attempts 


V'WX MONEY KJNC. 

COMMUNIQUE 


Excerpts: U'wa communique on 
the withdrawal of Occidental Petro- 
leum from U'wa sacred territory (See 
EF! Journal, Litha, June-July 2002). 

Today we invite all of our brother 
and sister children of the Earth 
to tell the world that Mother Earth is 
alive, that the U'wa are alive, that 
the coming together of many voic- 
es, hands, cries, writings, medi- 
tation, feet, thoughts, etc. make 
people free from aggressors and de- 
stroyers. 

We all belong to the divine cre- 
ation Sira, the god of the U'wa, the 
creator of all life, and as such we de- 
serve respect. Mother Earth, despite 
being violated, silently continues 
feeding us, sustaining uS. She doesn't 
feel envy. She talks, but very few listen 
to her voice. She insists through cries, 
but everything continues the same. 
This worries us, but we the U'wa 
and friends of the U'wa of Colom- 
bia and the world will continue to 
defend her with our voice, our sa- 
cred fasts, our songs, our faith. 

Our brothers and sisters — the air, 
water, sun, moon — are contami- 


nated and they are being destroyed. 
This too worries us because if hu- 
manity wants to continue to live, 
we should start to make decisions 
to prevent our self-destruction. No 
one destroys man. Man destroys 
himself. We want to continue re- 
flecting to avoid the destruction of 
the world, because the U'wa want 
to continue to live. 

The money king is only an il- 
lusion. Capitalism is blind and 
barbaric. It buys consciences, 
governments, peoples and nations. 
It poisons the water and the air. 
It destrpys everything. And to the 
U'wa, it says that we are crazy, but 
we want to continue being crazy 
if it means we can continue to ex- 
ist on our dear Mother Earth. 

Brothers and sisters of the world, 
the U'wa will continue defending 
Mother Earth. We invite you to 
continue accompanying us. Thank 
you for believing in 
us. 

— U'wa Traditional JT"' 

Authorities 
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community councils affected have 
led to waves of death threats and 
intimidation from paramilitaries. 
Already in 2010, paramilitaries 
have committed two massacres of 
miners and murdered another 13 
persons. 

Once displaced, Afro-Colombi- 
ans no longer are able to live off 
of their lands, and their children 
grow up without learning the ways 
of their traditional lifestyles. In 
addition to facing the obstacles 
that come with losing all of one's 
belongings and livelihood, Afro- 
Colombian Internally Displaced 
Peoples (IDPs) confront serious 
complications in terms of their 
physical security, inability to cover 
their basic needs, and vulnerabil- 
ity to exploitation and harm by 
illegal armed groups. Further, Afro- 
Colombians displaced to the cities 
confront culture shock, racial dis- 
crimination, extreme poverty, lack 
of access to their traditional foods 
and medicines, and ruptured social 
networks. 

Similar to their Indigenous 
counterparts, who maintain a 
collective identity and special 
relationship with their territories, 
Afro-Colombian communities are 
devastated by displacement. Afro- 
Colombian communities are 
characterized by living sustainable 
lifestyles where food harvests, fish- 
ing and natural resource extrac- 
tion go hand in hand with preserving 
biodiversity and the environment 
for future generations. 

Another case of concern is that 
of Afro-Colombians residing in the 
Bajamar low-tide zones near the 
Port of Buenaventura. Most Afro- 
Colombian residents of Bajamar 
are already IDPs who fled combat 
and anti-narcotics operations in 
the surrounding river areas. The 
reason for the displacement was 
to construct a seawall and expan- 
sion of the port to facilitate in- 
creased international commercial 
activity, including that which will 


'Currulao y Desplazamiento, " Washington DC, on Afro-Colombian Culture, Displacement & 
human rights issues. Die artist traveled to Colombia to do research for this project and involved 
many of his friends in the local Afro-Colombian community in the design of the mural. 


By Gimena Sanchez-Garzolia 

Descendents of African peoples 
have resided in Colombia since 
1636. In 1993, "Law 70 of the Black 
Communities" was passed, grant- 
ing for the first time in Colombian 
history the right for the descen- 
dants of African slaves to organize 
themselves into community coun- 
cils and, through those entities, 
obtain legal titling to the collective 
territories they inhabit. From 1996 
to 2007, 149 titles of collective 
land constituting almost six mil- 
lion hectares of land were granted 
to Afro-Colombian communities. 
At the same time land titling be- 
gan, so did the upsurge in violent 
internal displacement of Afro-Co- 
lombians. Today more than 60 per- 


cent of the Afro-Colombians who 
possess legal titles to their lands are 
internally displaced. 

Internal displacement has multi- 
ple causes. In recent years, the Co- 
lombian authorities have granted 
35 mining permits to third parties 
linked to multinational mining 
companies without informing or 
obtaining the consent of the local 
community councils. This is a vio- 
lation of the United Nations' Inter- 
national Labor Organization (ILO) 
169, which ensures legal require- 
ments for community consultation 
and consent prior to development 
projects. Efforts are underway to 
dislodge 1,052 families from these 
lands for foreign companies to 
extract gold. Resistance and advo- 
cacy efforts by the Afro-Colombian 
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be generated by the pending free 
trade agreement with the US. After 
managing to survive massacres, se- 
lective killings, combat operations 
and aerial bombardments within 
their territories, these families are 
now facing another displace- 
ment. 

In the past five years, on average 
of 500 violent deaths per year were 
registered in Buenaventura. Ac- 
cording to the municipal human 
rights office, 357 forced disap- 
pearances have also taken place 
in the past three years. 

Aerial fumigation efforts, financed 
by the US, also lead to displacement. 
The spray not only kills coca 
but many rural farmers' food 
crops and livelihoods, thus 
forcing people to move. The 
fumigation efforts have also 
led to the dispersal of coca 
into Afro-Colombian areas, 
since illegal armed groups are 
forced to seek out new and 
more remote areas to plant 
coca. Their presence comes 
with combat, abuses and 
violent pressures imposed 
onto the local population. 

The fumigation antinarcotics 
strategy creates environmental 
damage to unique bio-diverse ar- 
eas that Afro-Colombians have pre- 
served for centuries. 

The human rights situation faced 
by most rural Afro-Colombians re- 
siding in their traditional territo- 
ries and those who are displaced to 
Colombia's cities remains dramat- 
ic. This critical situation prompted 
Colombia's Constitutional Court 
to issue Order 005 in 2009, direct- 
ing the state to take bold steps to 
prevent further displacement of 
Afro-Colombians and protect the 
rights of those already displaced. 
As of August 2010, the Colombian 
authorities have not implemented 
this order. 

Two recent murders of activ- 
ists include those of Alexander 
Quintero, a human rights defend- 
er working with Afro-Colombian 
communities and Jair Murillo, an 


Afro-Colombian IDP activist. Or- 
ganizations such as the National 
Organization for Afro-Colombian 
Internally Displaced Persons (AF- 
RODES), which groups over 60 
IDP organizations, and smaller 
IDP regional groups, continu- 
ously receive threats from armed 
groups. According to the Con- 
sultancy for Human Rights and 
Displacement (CODHES) at least 
37 IDP leaders have been assassi- 
nated since 2002. 

While more needs to be done to 
address the basic needs and re-estab- 
lishment of Afro-Colombian IDPs, 
it is also important that action is 



ispiacea Family From Plan Colombia 


taken to prevent new displace- 
ments from occurring. 

For example, the scenario fac- 
ing the IDPs situated in El Futuro 
neighborhood in Quibdo, Choco: 
they fled combat operations and 
violence from armed groups, and 
are now living in this neighborhood, 
most of which they've constructed 
with their bare hands for the past 
nine years. The land they live on is 
private property and the owner is will- 
ing to sell the land to the local mu- 
nicipality so that the displaced can 
continue to live there, legalize their 
stay and begin to receive services 
frorfi the city. Yet the city refuses 
to negotiate with the owner on the 
land and as such approximately 700 
or more persons are at risk of be- 
coming displaced once again. 

During former President Alvaro 
Uribe Velez's tenure, the imple- 


mentation of democratic security 
policies did not stem displacement. 
Rather since 2002, CODHES re- 
corded 2.4 million newly displaced 
persons (the government's official 
statistics recorded 2.2 million). 
These numbers translate to about 
one out of every 20 Colombians 
being newly displaced. Also dur- 
ing President Uribe's tenure, many 
areas of Colombia were militarized 
and a record number of extrajudi- 
cial executions were committed by 
members of the armed forces. In 
these cases, civilians were tortured 
and killed and then presented as 
"guerilla killed in combat" in order 
to show an increased "body 
counts." 

In many cases, Afro-Co- 
g ^ lombians point out that the 
j armed groups use them as 
| human shields, thus endan- 
I gering their lives and leading 
s to stigmatization of entire 
| communities by the enemy 
| group. Cases such as that 
which took place in the com- 
munity of "Bolita" in El Char- 
Poster co (Narino), where two Afro- 
Colombian children aged 
seven and 10 were wounded in a 
firefight between armed groups, are 
commonplace. 

In August, Colombia inaugurat- 
ed President Juan Manuel Santos, 
who served as Minister of Defense 
during Uribe's administration. A 
new president is an opportunity for 
change in favor of Afro-Colombian 
and indigenous human and territo- 
rial rights.. Yet many ethnic minori- 
ties are not very optimistic, since 
Santos served under Uribe. During 
a period when the military abuses 
were high, economic projects were 
implemented in ethnic territories 
without previous consultation and 
a large number of politicians' links 
to right-wing paramilitaries came 
to light. Community leaders think 
he is likely to continue many of 
the same harmful policies as his 
predecessor. 
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The Religion of Economics 



By John Seed 


Four decades ago, Hazel Henderson wrote that she became 
an economist to find out "where the bodies were buried." 

In researching this article, I discovered that the ceme- 
tery she was seeking has been well dug over. Though the 
stink of decay is all pervasive, the facts remain largely hid- 
den from the general public, so I will here attempt to mar- 
shal the evidence revealed by a multitude of grave robbing 
thinkers, and sound the alarm. 

The fact that economics, the most pious religion the 
world has ever known, has managed to audaciously dis- 
guise itself as "secular" is the real key to its unprecedented 
success. Not only secular, but a t science. Not just a science 
but the only one of the social sciences "hard" enough to 
have its own Nobel prize. 

I propose that the first step to killing this false god and 
freeing the Earth from’ its thrall is to unmask it: 

So here I will tell the story of this strange religion, one 
whose Sabbath lasts five days out of seven, while for the 
truly devout, maybe 6 or even 7 days are spent worship- 
ping in huge complexes of temples that scrape the sky, 
foul the waters and scorch the Earth. When not in their of- 
fice temples, the pious congregate in "malls" to shop unto 
exhaustion of the spirit and of the Earth itself. 

I have spent 30 years working on the conservation of na- 
ture and have long been troubled by the irrationality, in- 
deed insanity, that destroys the biological fabric from which 
our own lives are woven. Although our actions to protect 
the Australian rainforests led to a stream of national parks, 
for every forest protected in those years, worldwide 1000 
were lost. It quickly became clear that there was no way to 
save the planet one forest at a time. Unless we could address 
the underlying psychological or spiritual disease that allows 
humankind to imagine that we can profit from the destruc- 
tion of our own life support systems, tiny piecemeal gains 
could never amount to a long-lasting solution 

James Lovelock said that it is as if the brain were to de- 
cide that it was the most important organ in the body and 
started mining the liver. 

Paul Ehrlich pointed out, "we are sawing off the branch 


that we are sitting on." 

These clearly point to a psychological problem. 

I believe that the best understanding of the psycho-spirit) 
al dimension of the environmental crisis is in the philosoph 
of Deep Ecology — the fundamental problem within the ill) 
sion of separation between humans and the natural world. 

This illusion is coupled with anthropocentrism, the ide 
that human beings are the centre of everything. The stror 
gest root of this anthropocentrism is the Judeo-Christia 
tradition where only "man" was created in God's imagi 
only humans have a soul, and we are enjoined to subdc 
and dominate nature. 

If wedig at the foundations of classical economics w 
discover its Judeo-Christian roots: Nothing has any vale 
till humans add labor and intelligence. The Earth itself 
just "dirt" till we dig it up and turn it into our toys. 

Just as Christianity and Islam usurped the sacred site 
and holy days of the pagan religions, now Christianit 
has been usurped. A case in point is the transformation c 
Saint Nicholas, a fourth-century Christian saint, into Sar 
ta Claus, a modern and postmodern god of consumerisn 
What used to be the solstice was subsumed by Christma: 
and this in turn has been swallowed by shopping. 

What used to be the solstice was subsumed by Christ 
mas and this in turn has been swallowed by shopping. 

Harvey Cox, professor of divinity at Harvard Univei 
sity, writes that "Disagreements among the tradition: 
religions become picayune in comparison with the fur 
damental differences they all have with the religion of th 
Market. Will this lead to a new jihad or crusade? I doubt it 
It seems unlikely that traditional religions will rise to th 
occasion and challenge the doctrines of the new dispense 
tion. Most of them seem content to become its acolytes o 
to be absorbed into its pantheon, much as the old Nordi 
deities, after putting up a game fight, eventually settled fo 
a diminished but secure status as Christian saints." 

How is it that proposals to protect nature are inevitable 
"uneconomic"? 

The economic cost-benefit analysis invariably decree 
that the benefits of laying Nature to waste trump the costs 
because, in an extraordinary feat of transubstantiation 
the only things of real value are deemed to be worthies 
while social fictions such as money are pronounced to bi 
real. This is a religious miracle of breathtaking power! 

Cox points out that the market religion has maintainee 
the sacra mdnt while reversing it: sacred things (like land 
water, air and even the human body) are transformed int< 
profane ones so that they can be commodified and put uj 
for sale (i.e. transubstantiation). Land is transformed frorr 
the sacred into mere real estate. 

Most students of the religious phenomenon of economic: 
see neo-classical economics as a false theology, but then 
is also the curious case of economist Robert Nelson of the 
University of Maryland, who celebrates the religious aspec 
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of his discipline: "Economic 
efficiency has been the great- 
est source of social legitimacy 
in the United States for the 
past century, and economists 
have been the priesthood de- 
fending this core social value 
of our era." 

David R. Loy, gives us 
the most compelling of the 
many critiques of econom- 
ic religion in his "Religion 
of the Market," warning 
us that "Nelson... could be 
said to have overlooked the 
market religion's sacrificial 
aspects of worsening global 
poverty and environmental 
degradation," and pointing 
out that, "In 1960 coun- 
tries of the North were 
about twenty times richer 
than those of the South. In 
1990 — after vast amounts 
of aid, trade, loans, and 
catch-up industrialization 
by the South — North coun- 
tries had become fifty times 
richer. The richest twenty 
percent of the world's popu- 
lation now have an income 
about 150 times that of the 
poorest twenty percent, a 
gap that continues to grow. 
According to the UN Devel- 
opment Report for 1996, 
the world's then 358 bil- 
lionaires were wealthier 
than the combined annual 
income of countries with 
45 percent of the world's 
people. As a result, a quar- 
ter million children die of 
malnutrition or infection 
every week, while hun- 
dreds of millions more 
survive in a limbo of 
hunger and deteriorating 
health." The god of the 
market's hunger for sacri- 
fice would put the gods of 
the Aztecs to shame. 

The contamination of 
soul, society and soil by the 
corruption that is econom- 
ic thinking is so pernicious, 
possibly terminal. What are 


we to do? Yes, some have 
their hands on bigger trig- 
gers, but we are all in this 
psychotic trance together. 

Bringing all the force of 
metaphor and poetry to 
this struggle, we will throw 
the money lenders out of 
the Temple of the Immac- 
ulate Biosphere. We must 
defrock economics, rescind 
its Nobel Prize and provoke 
laughter at the posturings 
of both the naked emperor 
and fyis servile, obsequious 
courtiers. When we see eco- 
nomics as a religion, then 
advertising becomes reli- 
gious education, and I be- 
lieve that a critique of ad- 
vertising is a strategic place 
to begin a campaign to un- 
dermine the religion. 

In her essay "Small Won- 
der," Barbara Kingsolver in- 
forms us that "puppeteers 
of globalized commerce... 
fund their advertising each 
year with more than 100 
dollars spent for this plan- 
et's every man, woman and 
child." No wonder a child in 
the developed countries has 
an environmental impact as 
much as thirty times that of 
a child in the third world. 

The work of exposing and 
deconstructing the calami- 
tous role of advertising is 
well underway — Adbusters 
magazine has been doing 
a great job of stripping the 


emperor of the veils of il- 
lusion behind which he 
hides; the Story of Stuff by 
Annie Leonard provides a 
very popular online analy- 
sis while Reverend Billy of 


the "Church of Life After 
Shopping" wittily thumbs 
his nose at the false god. 

But. . . these are tiny begin- 
nings and the hour is get- 
ting late. We need to build 
these beginnings into a 
movement that redefines 
what it means to be 
abundant. 

Fueled by adver- 
tising, we dig the 
Earth up and chop 
it down to make the 
"goods" which we 
can stuff into that 
great big hole where 
our soul used to be, 
each time promising that 
this time its going to work, 
"buy me and you'll finally’ 
feel alright." The more that 
you feed this addiction, the 
more addicted you become. 
We need a kind of social 
therapy, and a change in 
the programming. It has 
long been recognized that 
that Gross National Product 
(GNP) is a distorted measure 
of value — the more motor 
accidents we have, the more 
GNP goes up, the more anti- 
pollution equipment we are 
forced to manufacture, the 
stronger the economy, etc. 

The New Economics Foun- 
dation has come up with 
a "Happy Planet Index," 
which shows the relative ef- 
ficiency with which nations 
convert natural resources 


into long and happy lives for 
their citizens. The nations 
at the top of the index are 
those achieving long, happy 
lives without over-stretching 
the planet's resources. Costa 


Rica comes first, nine of the 
top 10 nations are in Latin 
America. China is 20th, In- 
dia 35th. I'm proud to an- 
nounce that Australia (102) 
beat the USA (114). 

Its no use sacrificing our 
desire for ever more material 


junk, we have to stop want- 
ing these things. Like with 
any addiction we must ask: 
"What is the real underlying 
problem? What is it we're 
ignoring and avoiding by 
our consumption habits?" 
And for this we need a 
spiritual movement which 
replaces the false prom- 
ises of the church of greed 
with something which re- 
ally does feed us. A return 
to a mystique of the Earth 
is a primary requirement for 
establishing a viable.rapport 
between humans and the 
Earth. Only in this context 
will we overcome the 
arrogance that sets us apart 
from all other components 
of the planet. 

“The Religion ofEconomics" 
is based on a chapter from 
A Handbook of Social 
Ecology, soon to be pub- 
lished by the University of 
Western Sydney. A longer 
version of this essay re- 
plete with references and 
citations may be found 
at WWW.RAINFORESTINFO. 

org.au/deep-eco/ecore- 
lig.doc. The author adds, 
"I am deeply indebted to the 
work of Richard Foltz. It was 
discussions with Richard start- 
ing in 2003 which sparked my 
research into this topic." 


We must defrock economics, rescind its 
Nobel Prize and provoke laughter at the 
posturings of both the naked emperor and 
his servile, obsequious courtiers. 
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Cross-Pollinating the Grassroots 



TEN YEARS OF DISMANTLING MONOCULTURI 

with the Rpphivp TVsicm C nllppf™ 


This fall, a swarm is sweeping the U 

But this isn’t a swarm of your typical honey bees... These £ 
the busy worker Bees of the Beehive Design Collective, 
wildly motivated, all-volunteer, art-activist Collective bas> 
in Eastern Maine. The Bees have left their Hive for the ep 
release tour of their latest graphics campaign, The True Co 
of Coal, an illustrated chronicle of Mountaintop Removal Cc 
mining and the fight for survival in the Appalachian Mountaii 


Dedicated to “cross-pollinating the 
grassroots,” the Bees work collaboratively with 
communities impacted by environmental injustice to 
create anti-copyright images for use as educational 
and organizing tools. They work anonymously 
as word-to-image translators of complex global 
stories, using engaging illustrations of plants 
and animals to document connections between 
environmental and social justice movements. 

This year, the Beehive Collective turns ten 
years old, and is celebrating a decade of hard work 
and growth for their multi-dimensional organism! 
From the Hive’s inception and birth out of the 
post-Seattle anti-globalization movement, “the 
Beehive Collective” has become a welcoming place, 
a committed group of people, and an inspiring 
model for living, working, and creating together. 

Graphics Campaigns 

In 2000, the larval Beehive Collective was 
taking shape amidst the crackling, contagious energy 
of the anti-globalization movement, and was one of 
many projects inspired by the wave of new, multi- 
issue, grassroots energy revitalizing social movements 
in the US. At a time when “teamsters and turtles” 
had come together with “one no, many yeses” on the 
streets of Seattle, the Bees were searching for a holistic 
and productive way to understand and deconstruct 
the complex issues unfolding around them that were 
transforming the social and ecological fabric of our 
world. Originally, this desire to channel activist 
energy into a tangible, creative format manifested as 
an all-women’s stone mosaic co-operative dedicated 
to documenting and teaching about biodiversity. 


However, their coincidinggraphic design wo 
soon superseded the mosaics, as paper and fabi 
banners are easier to carry in a basket than mun 
made of stone! Starting with basic promotion 
fliers for anti-biotech protests and food sovereign 
movements, the early graphics conveyed simp 
visual lessons about complex issues using black ai 
white cartoons. Based on poster sales and audieni 
enthusiasm, it became clear that there was a di 
need for visual tools to break down the heady ar 
overwhelming issues folks were organizing arour 
into accessible, bite-sized chunks. The Bees start* 
telling their stories with metaphors drawn fro 
the natural world, hoping to encourage folks wl 
typically focus on either the economic or ecologic 
side of an issue to see their stories and conceri 
as connected — literally, drawn on the same pag 
Central to the genisis of the Beehive’s imag 
making methods was taking “art” into the street; 
the classrooms, and the everyday fabric of our live 
The Bees have always encouraged allies to take an 
reproduce the images they create, in the hopes th; 
the viral spread of pictures will in fact be wort 
many thousands of words to educators and activist 



The graphic campaigns steadily evolved to 
:come the products of interviews and story-sharings 
cused on the globally pertinent issues of our time: 
am struggles for sovereignty and widespread 
sistance to the devastating impacts of ecosystem- 
iattering industrial development. Extensive travel 
id dialogue with communities directly affected 
r the myriad faces of corporate globalization and 
npire provides stories, history, and inspiration that 
•mprise the imagery. Even the specific species 
animals and plants depicted in the graphic are 
tensively researched. This gathered information 
then woven together and converted to drawings to 
eate intricate quilts — visual narratives that immerse 
e viewer in the myths that illuminate our times. 

Over the past io years 
e Bees have distributed 
ore than 70,000 posters 
roughout the Americas, 
he overwhelming success 
the graphics campaigns 
stifles to the strength 
visual stoytelling tools. 

he True Cost of Coal 

This year marked the 
unpletion of the Bee’s lat- 
t graphic, The True Cost 
r Coal , an elaborate narra- 
te illustration that explores 
le complex story of moun- 
intop removal coal (MTR) 
ining and the broader im- 
icts of coal in Appalachia 
id beyond. The image is 
le culmination of two- 
ld-a-half years of interviews, discussions, feed- 
ick sessions, and story-sharing with hundreds of 
iople throughout the Appalachian region whose 
res and livelihoods have been impacted by coal. 

Appalachian coalfield organizers have 
orked tirelessly for decades to bring MTR to na- 
onal consciousness, and the Beehive has been 
Dnored to add their unique skills to these efforts 
y providing a visual strategy for depicting both 
le big picture of climate change, overconsump- 
on, and globalization while simultaneously hon- 
ring the small human- and critter-scale stories of 
►ss and survival that are invisible in the dramatic, 
rerwhelming aerial photographs of open pit mines. 


The globally-focused work of the Beehive addresses 
similar themes around resource extraction and indus- 
trial power; however, this is their first graphic decon- 
structing these issues within the United States. Even 
though the Bees were applyingthe same systems-based 
analysis to this domestice story, they did not realize 
how similar the global and regional stories would be. 

Appalachia is a modern day energy colony This 
ancient mountain range is home to the most bio-di- 
verse temperate forest on the planet, as well as to some 
of the last land-based cultures within the US. Vet it is 
being transformed into a sacrifice zone in the name 
of cheap electricity for consumers and consolidated 
power and wealth for corporations and governments. 

In their efforts to teach about ecology as well 
as politics and economies, 
The True Cost of Coal 
features over 100 distinct 
plant and animal species 
endemic to the Appala- 
chian region. From the Vir- 
ginia Big Eared Bat and the 
Flat-spired Three-toothed 
Land Snail to ramps and 
bloodroot, the Bees strive 
to honor the irreplaceable 
diversity and biological 
wealth of the most ancient 
mountains on earth. Geek- 
ing out on the plants just a 
bit, the graphic also con- 
tains a mini herbalist course! 

The completion of 
this project could not have 
been more apt, coming to 
life in a moment of great move- 
ment. Literally straight off the presses, 
The True Cost of Coal made its debut at the United 
States Social Forum in Detroit. In an historic mo- 
ment of cross-pollination, the Bees distributed over 
1,500 posters to folks from all over the world! “It 
was a truly humbling moment to share our work 
with the movers and shakers of so many diverse 
movements,” one bee remembers. In Detroit, the 
Bees also teamed up with the organizers of Appala- 
chia Rising!, the first mass-mobilization to demand 
an end to MTR. In September, the graphic made 
it to the streets of DC where over 100 people got 
arrested demanding an end to the destruction and 
a sustainable future for Appalachia. That was only 




Animals with famous defense mechanisms 
fight back against the mechanization of coal 
mining in the Beehives latest graphic work 


the beginning, however. As the movement to end 
MTR continues, the Beehive will be spreading the 
word far and wide. They have already sold out of the 
first print run (5,000 posters!) and this fall, four swarms 
of bees are traveling the country, keeping the mo- 
mentum going for the largest tour in Beehive history! 

Finding the Global in the Local: 

The Machias Valley Grange Hall 


social movments could be used to revive 
Grangers’ dilapidated building before it was 1 
to “development.” With • all-volunteer labor a: 
materials purchased with funds raised at 1 
jor mobilizations, not to mention lots of .tr 
and-error and good old-fashioned tenacity, 
Grange Hall was slowly and steadily restor 
As Beehive graphics seek to build bridges 
tween ecological and social issues, at home the B 
strive to build bridges in their local community. T 1 
will be the first to confess that it has been long £ 
slow work, but also that it has resulted in an incr 
ible relationship that unfolds more every year. Fr 
town clerks to nanas at knitting circles to bluebe 
harvesters, the Bees have found allies and supp 
from a diverse range of folks in their little ho 
town. As one church lady put it, “The Bees may 
dress a little funny, but they are good people at hea 
The Grange Hall was re-opened to the pul 
in 2005, just in time for its 100th birthday. It w£ 
powerful moment that brought the original Gra 
ers home to their longtime meeting hall and p 
homage to the history of the building as an imp 
tant meeting center for folks in town. Even after 
ceiving the Maine Historical Society’s Restorat 
Award in 2007, caring for the building has contini 
each year, with now traditional August work part 
culminating in the Blackfly Ball, an indescriba 


Although the work of Beehive is focused on Frimds neighbors celebrate the 2010 Blackfly l 
the global systems that connect the world, much of with * multigenerationa! Square Dm 


their work has also 
been spent build- 
ing their Hive in the 
“downeast” town 
of Machias, ME. In 
2000, the Bees made 
a mutualistic graft 
with the dwindling, 
money-poor, yet vi- 
brant local chapter of 
the Grange, a farm- 
workers union found- 
ed as part of the late 
19th Century Populist 
Movement. They real- 
ized that their radical 
organizing experience 
and connections to 
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ven generations of threatened salamander women honor 
tory & nurture the future in The True Cost of Coal 

d magical event that unites folks from all walks 
life. The Ball this year attracted over 700 visi- 
rs and had three stages of romping and rollick- 
g music that had even the church ladies shak- 
g their tail feathers and busting out the sequins! 

rnYears! 

The Bees intend to make the most of 2011, cel- 
1 rating their 10th birthday with even greater vivac- 
r and ferocity. This year will see the completion of 
lesoamerica Resite! , their most elaborate work to 
ite. With over 500 distinct plant and animal species, 
id stories of struggle and resistance as far ranging 
gigantean electrification projects, super highways, 
imate change refugees, and economic displacement, 
promises to be the Collective’s magnum opus. “It’s 
lr doctoral thesis on globalization in the Ameri- 
ls!” jokes one of the Bees. Over the winter, the Bees 
ill also be sharpening their stingers, preparing for a 
immer of anniversary celebration, and inviting folks 
id future wannabees to come join in the festivities! 


After that, it’s hard to say what’s next in the 
Beehive’s future. One thing that they know for sure 
is that the work keeps on going, and they rise to greet 
it. The worker bees will keep pursuing a world where 
cultural work and popular education are no longer 
outside the box of how movements for social change 
speak to issues, but is rather woven in to the very 
fabric of our activism; the Bees will continue working 
to create holistic, accessible, and educational images 
and spaces that inspire critical reflection and action. 

Dispelling traditions based on books, ex- 
perts, speeches, and “hoarding knowledge,” the Bees 
share communication methods that inspire and 
empower. They buzz and bustle, organically adapt- 
ing to the changing environment and needs of the 
movement, and work tirelessly to draw more groups 
and people together. They craft and disseminate 
visual tools and innovative methods with the hope 
that they will self-replicate, and that each of these 
seeds will then sprout into stories of their own. 

To cross-pollinate with the Bees, contact them at 1 Elm St, 
Machias, Maine, 04654; 207-669-4117; 
pollinators@beehivecollective.org; 
www. beehivecollective. org. 


Appalachian Destruction — The Fight Ahead 


excerpted from the book 1 rccSpiker 


By Mike Roselle 

• Mountaintop removal is an especially destructive form of 
mining, where the top half of a mountain is literally blasted 
and chopped off, creating a plateau. The "fill" is pushed into 
the accompanying hollow by bulldozers, destroying an en- 
tire valley and stream. This exposes the coal seam, making 
tunneling a thing of the past. Mountaintop removal sup- 
porters like to point out the benefit of an increase in flat 
ground in the particularly rugged region. 

Local Ed Wiley has seen the bulldozers at work on a 
Spring day. As the dozers moved into a section of black 
bear dens, Ed saw two young black bears dart out of their 
homes, only to be crushed and buried alive by debris 
falling from the bulldozers above. "I wonder how many 
other bears didn't even make it out of 
their den," Ed said. You only have to 
see something like that once to real- 
ize that mountaintop removal is one 
of the most loathsome environmental 
plagues of our day. All this to mine an 
archaic fuel source whose very imple- 
mentation is killing us. 

The bears aren't the only creatures 
on the front line. At Marsh Fork Ele- 
mentary School, where Ed and Debbie 
Wiley's granddaughter goes to school, 
the kids are becoming casualties in a 
facility where the water sometimes 
runs black like the coal sludge stored 
directly behind the playground. In this 
case, a gigantic mountaintop removal 
coal mine surrounds the school area. 

The building sits 225 feet away from 
a Massey Energy coal-loading silo that 
releases high levels of coal dust that saturates the air in 
the school. A leaking earthen dam holds back 2.8 billion 
gallons of toxic coal sludge. And Massey wants to build 
another silo. 

Not that Ed and Debbie, or anyone else who sends their 
child to Marsh Fork Elementary, are going to stand for 
this. In 2006, Ed, a former coal miner, walked 455 miles to 
Washington, DC, to talk to legislators about why they are 
letting Massey poison his granddaughter. 

Despite A1 Gore's call to action, few environmental or- 
ganizations currently support mass civil disobedience, un- 
doubtedly because of the risks involved. Jail, fines, lawsuits 
and the unavoidable charges that thfey are unreasonable — 
an accusation that obviously strikes more fear into their 
hearts than do rising sea levels and mass extinction — 
have paralyzed environmentalists. Environmental orga- 
nizations have become too comfortable and professional; 


they're afraid of risks and are hesitant to make any great 
sacrifice. For us to win this, we will have to change, and 
change quickly. 

Fortunately, some organizations are not afraid. And we 
should not be too surprised that Earth First! is once again 
leading the way.. On June 30, 2008, 13 members of Blue 
Ridge EF! became the first group to answer Gore's call. 

The EF! Blockade of Dominion Resources and Tredegar 
Street, a main Richmond thoroughfare, lasted for more than 
two hours. The blockade was centered around four college 
students- forming a human chain, their hands encased in 
containers of hardened cement, the old sleeping dragon 
trick. Dominion's new plant is projected to release 5.4 mil- 
lion tons of carbon dioxide annually, as well as 49 pounds of 
mercury, and other hazardous chemicals. The plant's demand 
for coal would also accelerate the rate of 
mountaintop removal mining, which has 
already destroyed 25 percent of the moun- 
tains in Wise County, Virginia. 

"We've been through the regulatory 
process, it's time now to take action on 
our own,” declared Hannah Morgan, a 
19 year-old Earth Firstler from Appala- 
chia, a small town in Wise County. On 
September 15, 11 more protesters were 
arrested. This time they were joined by 
the Rainforest Action Network (RAN) 
and Asheville Rising Tide, a new interna- 
tional action group committed to fight- 
ing climate change. 

Local resistance here has been fierce, 
yet aside from the EF!, RAN and Moun- 
tain Justice activists, the only other sup- 
port from outside has been merely vocal. 
Many representatives of the big envi- 
ronmental groups, including Robert F. Kennedy Jr. of the 
Natural Resource Defense Council, have made the trek to 
Larry Gibson's house on Kayford Mountain. Here moun- 
taintop removal coal mining surrounds Larry's property, 
though, it's only just begun. Big-name enviros have been 
to Ed Wiley's house below Coal River Mountain, where 
Massey wants to mine. So far, none of these leaders have 
attended any of the demonstrations. In order for the lo- 
cal activists to succeed in their struggle to preserve their 
mountains, the movement's most visible generals will 
need to come down to the front line. 

...The road from my home in Missoula, Montana, to the 
hills in West Virginia covers more than 2,000 miles, but 
on arrival here it feels like a different country in a dif- 
ferent century. At about 4:30 p.m. the blasting begins. 
Hundreds of bore holes are drilled into the bedrock, 
filled with dynamite, and detonated, causing the ground to 



Tree Spiker was released in 2009 
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tremor and explode, sending a thunderous noise down the 
valley. Afterward, dust clouds billow high above the trun- 
cated mountain. When a new work shift begins, a large 
dragline methodically removes gravel from the blast area 
and loads it into a truck bed. The line of trucks is long. 
They take the material to the valley and dump it, where 
bulldozers push it over the side of the mountain and into 
the creek below. Without pause, the trucks return, beeping 
and growling, to be loaded again, in endless repetition, 
shaving off one layer of the mountain after another, until 
the thin seam of coal is exposed. The dragline will then 
load its coal into the trucks, and the material will be taken 
to a processing plant, washed in chemical detergents, and 
loaded on trains that will take it to virtually every corner 
of the Earth. 

1 sat there and watched until after midnight. What I was 
witnessing has to be among the greatest crimes against na- 
ture ever committed. A mountain that has been here for mil- 
lions of years, indeed one of the oldest mountains on Earth, 
was disappearing before my eyes. Also disappearing was one 
of the oldest and most biologically diverse forests ever to 
exist and, along with it, a people and a way of- life, people 
whose families fought in the American Revolution. People 
who fought for workers' rights against the coal companies, 
sparking a labor movement here that changed working con- 
ditions not only in the coal mines, but also in factories, mills, 
and smelters across the country. 

Already, as many as a fourth of the mountains in this part 


of West Virginia have been destroyed by mountaintop removal. 
The large machines now in use have displaced the coal miner. One 
dragline, operated by a small crew, can do the work of 600 un- 
derground coal miners. The displaced miners often have no other 
choice but to head out of state to find jobs in the factories of the 
big industrial cities. 

There have been a slew of environmental laws passed in order 
to prevent such a catastrophe, but just like the mine-safety laws 
designed to protect the workers, they are rarely obeyed, and 
paying fines is viewed as cheaper than complying. When con- 
fronted with a coal company's malfeasance, sympathetic judges 
and politicians simply look the other way. That is the way it has 
always been in West Virginia. 

...Changes are on the horizon. They will have a profound effect 
on West Virginia. The reduction of carbon dioxide emissions to ad- 
dress climate change will put climate change and coal mining on a 
collision course. If we continue to bum coal at the rate we do today, 
what remains of the Appalachians will be destroyed, as well as the 
air we breathe. There are no easy answers to climate change, but if 
there is an answer, it must be found here in places like West Virginia, 
where a standing forest can store over 40 tons of carbon per acre per 
year. It is insanity to think that these mountains have less value than 
the seam of coal that underlies them. 

In 1979 Mike Roselle, along with five other environmentalists, 
founded the Earth First! movement. He has since enganged in hun- 
dreds of campaigns and actions, training thousands of youth activists 
through EFl, the Ruckus Society, the Rain Forest Action Network and 
Climate Ground Zero. 


Kicking the KKK out of Katuah 


By Chris Irwin 

John Stokes, a disc jockey in Kal- 
ispell, Montana, is drawing parallels 
between the rise of Hitler's Third Reich 
and what he calls the environmental 
"Fourth Reich." 

He has held green-swastika burning 
parties in the parking lot of his radio 
station and has publicized the names 
of local businesses that have contrib- 
uted to an environmental group. Sev- 
eral of these businesses have found 
green swastikas painted on their walls. 
Meanwhile a skinhead organizer, Tom 
Metzger, claims to have watched the 
environmental and skinhead move- 
ments come together. 

Katuah Earth First! has been active 
in anti-racist activities since our incep- 
tion. We marched with Black Panther 
Lorenzo Irving at one of the first march- 
es against the more than 200 African- 
American church and home burnings 
several years ago. Katuah EF! has deep 
links to Newport and Cocke County. 

More than 800 people braved a cold 


and steady downpour to jeer at and con- 
front the KKK. 

Nearly 200 law enforcement officers 
were stationed around the courthouse. 
Police snipers peered down on the crowd 
from rooftops, and skirmish lines of state 
troopers in full riot gear surrounded both 
KKK members and their opponents. 

Facing the rear of the courthouse, we stood 
on the street facing the KKK and used bull- 
horns and cheerleader-style megaphones in 
a successful effort to drown out their speak- 
‘ers. Overlooking the rally site, draped across 
a building adjacent to the west side of the 
courthouse, was a large banner, about four 
by 12 feet in size, with a large image of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and a quote that 
read, "Darkness cannot drive out darkness; 
only light can do that. Hate cannot drive 
out hate; only love can do that." 

The long-awaited and much publicized 
event began when an unidentified Klans- 
man addressed the crowd with a Nazi sa- 
lute and the slogan, "White power!" We, 
along with the majority of the crowd, 
shouted back, "White trash!" Speakers 
alternated between attacks on King's 



Katuah Earth First! faces cops and the KKK 


legacy and exhortations for "those of 
you of European ancestry"" to "stand 
up for your rights." In response, Earth 
First! at one point in the two-hour-long 
melee, began singing "Happy Birthday" 
to King. 

My favorite image of the entire rally was 
when one Of the Nazis on the courthouse 
steps did the Nazi salute to those of us 
in the crowd. I was in the back and sud- 
denly all the black and white hands in the 
crowd went up together, turned and ex- 
tended their middle fingers. At the end 
of the rally, one Earth Firstler comment- 
ed, "Today the KKK didn't get a single 
word out. We shouted them down, 
and it was completely nonviolent." 

This article is an excerpt from the original, 
which appeared in the Earth First! Journal, 
Mabon, September-October 2003. 
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at a time, avoiding professional 
trackers and popping up all over the 
area with a variety of hard and soft 
blockades and temporary tree-sits. 
This could have been a great model 
for the Elliott. While the incred- 
ibly militarized police overreaction 
couldn't have 

The free state tactic, when it is used again in the future, been expected, 

it could have 

should take a broad view of the area it is defending, and been resisted 

much more 

should embrace a diversity of tactics. effectively 

by roaming 


Continued from page 27 
Eliott, because it was the largest, most 
recent forest action in North America 
in recent years. Most of the revela- 
tions that I've had about the Elliott 
have been tactical ones. 

For example: At a site deep in the 
woods where 
media isn't al- 
lowed and po- 
lice can thus act 
with impunity, 
most block- 
aders should 

be "soft," meaning ready to run away 
at any minute, as opposed to "hard," 
meaning locked down or otherwise im- 
mobilized with their bodies on the line. 
The lockdowners at the Elliott were pre- 
pared for intentional arrest, a contro- 
versial tactic which, I believe, is often 
overused, and especially was in this case. 
The Climate Ground Zero group in Ap- 
palachia has used this tactic effectively 
in recent months by minimizing arrests 
while maximizing their actions, and 
having the vast majority of participants 
in non-arrestable roles. In our case, the 
lockdowns would've been a great dis- 
traction to allow others the freedom to 
roam around, rather than being the cen- 
tral focus of everyone’s energies. 

Logistically, more could have been 
done at the Rendezvous to prepare 
folks for forest action. Specifically 
more backwoods survival training, 
repeated map and compass trainings 
including games and/or a scavenger 
hunt, forest evasion training includ- 
ing games, and discussion of hard 
versus soft blockades and other free 


state-related tactics. Also logistically, 
a safe house in the area could have 
been established for those navigating 
out of the woods, and phone numbers 
for that house and for a pickup team 
driving along the highway could have 
been given to everyone. 


Free States Past, Present and 
Future 

The July-August 1996 issue of the 
EF! Journal profiles three free states 
(Warner Creek, Sucker Creek, and 
Cove/Mallard) that were maintained 
primarily through hard blockades and 
overwhelming numbers of EFlers will- 
ing to put their bodies on the line. In 
2003-2004 an all-womyn's free state 
arose in unit six of the Straw Devil 
timber sale near Eugene, and worked 
in conjunction with the mixed-gender 
free state nearby in unit seven to pro- 
tect a large part of the sale. The spirit 
of this action led to the creation of 
the Trans and Womyn's Action Camp 
(TWAC), which is on the cutting edge 
of the movement and considered by 
many to be the best action camp in 
Cascadia. 

Another successful action was the 
long struggle of the Mattole free 
state, defending thousands of acres of 
native forest in Humboldt for several 
years using guerrilla tactics. People 
roamed around the woods for months 


bands of improvisational guerrillas 
than by an overabundance of immo- 
bilized forest defenders. 

The free state tactic, when it is 
used again in the future, should take 
a broad view of the area it is defend- 
ing, and should embrace a diversity 
of tactics. Preparations should be 
made for a massive police response, 
and arrests and confiscation of food 
and gear should all be kept to a mini- 
mum. Education about and famil- 
iarity with the area should be maxi- 
mized for all those involved, and 
participants should ideally all be able 
to find their way in and out of the 
woods. Finally, if a free state is to be 
set up, there should be a legal path 
to victory, and those involved should 
be committed to maintaining some 
form of defense as long as possible 
until the area is protected. 

Gambit is a forest defender based in 
Cascadia, who spends their free time 
climbing trees and reading the EF!J. If 
you’d like to climb trees too, drop them 
a line at gambitmckay@riseup.net. 


Lock Down at the Cascadia Free State 


Roadshow Crew on the Blockade 
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By'Tafluffma 

The blockade at Warner Creek was 
an evolutionary progression of tactics 
that has been unfolding in the move- 
ment for nearly 15 years. 

First, Earth !ers — a quick history les- 
son in the rich tradition of EFl's road 
blockading. EFlers began blockading 
logging roads in the early 1980s dur- 
ing the simultaneous Paid Mountain 
and G-O Road actions. These early 
blockades were simple and often 
spontaneous, and usually involved 
merely sitting or standing in front 
of bulldozers... The Gandhian nature 
of these blockades, however, did not 
mean that they were entirely peaceful 
affairs; indeed, they were often marred 
by violence against activists. On one 
action, a 'dozer operator went berserk 
and tried to run over a group of ac- 
tivists blockading the Bald Mountain 
Road. They stood their ground and 
were partially buried before the 'dozer 
operator came to his senses. 

A real turning point in the develop- 
ment of militant blockades was the 
Cahto Peak campaign in 1988. After 
hours of consensus circles failed to 
come up with a viable plan to blockade 
the logging road leading to the timber 
sale, a small affinity group took it 
upon themselves to build barricades. 
Boulders and logs were rolled into 
the roadway, and deep trenches were 
dug in the road. Dubbed "tank traps," 
these trenches successfully prevented 
sheriffs and loggers from reaching 
the sale units. The blockade worked 
in conjunction with political actions 
by the local Native American commu- 
nity (Cahto Peak is sacred ground to 
the Klamath Nation), and with legal 
actions to gain an injunction. This le- 
gal/extra-legal strategy was brilliantly 
successful, and the ancient forest atop 


EFlers turn the interior of a court house into a punk concert 


Cahto Peak is now part of a designated 
wilderness area. 

The Breitenbush actions of 1989 ex- 
panded upon the tactics of the Cahto 
Peak campaign and brought together 
an even larger number of activists. 
Night after night, dozens of people 
came from the city to build rock-and- 
log barricades and dig shallow trench- 
es into the logging road right under 
the (snoring) noses of security guards, 
sometimes for the benefit of media 
cameras. Some of the innovative bar- 
ricades employed included a huge 
bonfire barricade placed on a bridge 
and a "traffic jam." The most famous 
barricade involved an activist who 
buried himself up to his neck in a wall 
of boulders. A photo of his scowling 
No Compromise face jutting out from 
the rocks was printed in newspapers 
all over the world.... Many activists 
point to the Breitenbush blockade as 
the turning point in the debate over 
logging of ancient forests. 

The Shawnee Summer Campaign of 
1990 was another turning point in the 
evolution of "free states." It was the 
first time a basecamp was placed in the 
middle of an active logging road.... An 
elaborate community kitchen was the 
initial blockade, and this was later re- 
inforced with a barricade made out of 
an upturned schoolbus. The Freddies 
kept their distance for over a month, 
allowing the community to build 
its support network. Later, Freddies 
tried unsuccessfully to break the 
blockade with numerous assaults 
and psychological warfare tech- 
niques, but the Shawnee 
encampment held out 
and successfully prevent- 
ed logging for the dura- 
tion of the season. 

Each of the past direct 
actions described above 


required struggle on many fronts — 
in administrative, legal, political and 
extra-legal arenas — to make those ac- 
tions successful. EFlers had to struggle 
with themselves and each other in or- 
der to philosophically integrate bar- 
ricade blockade into the movement's 
repertoire of nonviolent direct action 
techniques. 

The Warner Blockade — the "Casca- 
dia Free State" as we took to calling 
it — was a smashing success. Against 
seemingly insurmountable odds we 
held the road for 11 months, made 
the infamous Salvage Rider a house- 
hold word, and saved some of the 
most beautiful old-growth forest in 
the world.... 

The most crucial element of the 
Warner campaign was massive sup- 
port from, well, the masses. Hundreds 
of people attended rallies for Warner, 
thousands gave food, money and 
gear, and tens of thousands sent let- 
ters to government officials express- 
ing their outrage at plans to salvage- 
log the Cornpatch Roadless Area. 

When we start with the'basics, when 
we start with organizing and agitating, 
then we are reaching people. When 
their Congressperson ignores their 
well-worded and cogently argued let- 
ter, then a person is radicalized. Let’s 
get busy, because time is running out. 

Originally appeared in the EF! Journal, 
Lughnasadh, August-September 1997. 



The Warner Creek Blockade 
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By Steph Boston \ 

\ A# ■twv 

This camp (Trans and Womyn's Action Camp) showed that the radical environmental movement, as a whole, 

is dedicated to liberating this planet from all oppression in ways that also empower ourselves. There was mention 
many times that this camp was a comfortable space, allowing people to open up? and be themselves, and people 
provided space for others to participate in the many learning activities. There were little'/if any, invisible power 
structures or hierarchies herc\ It was said:, "It's going to b^ really hard to go back to a space where I have to con- 
stantly be defensive and on-guatd to actions ‘of self-entitlejment to simple things like building. fires and setting up ' 
tripods. I forgot what spaces, like these felt like." Unlike other womyns’ and trans' spaces that have been created 
in this area in the past, gender identity was honored antf valued instead of silenced.... , f 
In dhr. opinion, Trans and Womyn's Action Camp (TWAC) is a cofteisterit step in the right direction for the 
Earth First! movemen^whiph has been criticized for its lack of gender ®id feminist politics — and for our overall 
movement-buildingKtrategy. TWAC was born out of Challenging Opprasion Withirf (CQW), a working group 
withinBarth Firs^!. As with all gatherings, improvements to TWA£ could have (and wiH be) made, but overall, 
this shit was off the hook! " 

Cheers to the Indiana-TWAC of two years ago, which helped inspire organizers of this.year's TWAC, cheers to 
all of our male-identified.supporters and allies, and cheers to $11 other spaces that jj^ep radical environmentalism, 
social justice, movement building and wellness at the folefrAu___ • ‘ 

To send feedback or critiques (preferably if you attended), or to get involved with next year's organizing com- 
mittee, contact: twacferiseup.net *~~~ — 

This artfde is an excerpt from thi I TWAC reportback from the Eajth First! Journal Mabon'September-October 2009 


68 



Where Are They Now? 

Earth First! Old Guard / * ^ ^ W • 


Compiled by EF! Journal Collective 

Below is a glimpse into the lives of active 
longtime EFlers and instrumental people 
who have moved on. Some names might 
be new to the whippersnappers, some may 
have been heard before (some you might 
wish you never had!) — what we lovingly 
refer to as the old guard of our movement, 
with some mid-guard in the mix. 

We asked the following questions: 
name, age, residency; first and last EF! 
Rendezvous; what you’re most known for; 
your wildest memory; what you've been 


few years and did a lot of pen & ink draw- 
ings but I also held the record for jail time 
served on the Cove/Mallard Front..." Wild- 
est memory? "After the initial 28 days the 
Noble Road Seven spent in jail, we arrived 
back at the Cove/Mallard basecamp to a 
full blown riot." Lately, "blogging, paint- 
ing, working at The Whale Museum in Fri- 
day Harbor and looking after my Mom.” 
To the youth: "Keep it nonviolent." Com- 
ing to another Rondy? "Not sure, but it 
could happen." 

Gnome Wolf Spirals 


ably for my medical and organizational 
committee support at EF! actions.... Also 
helping start Greater Gila Biodiversity Proj- 
ect and what is now the Center for Biological 
Diversity." Wildest memory: "You can't put 
that shit in print! It's either illegal or some- 
thing you don't want your children read- 
ing about! Find me around a campfire, put 
a bottle in my hand and maybe I'll spin 
a wild yam or two about the roaring '90s 
and the benefits of being able to run fast." 
Lately: "Health care: working as massage 
therapist and clinical herbalist with focus 
of work on activist health, teaching and 
running low-income herbal wellness clin- 



doing lately; message to younger gen- 
erations; if you'll be coming to another 
Rondy; and any pseudonyms you wanna 
divulge. 

The following are excerpts from some of 
the answers we received. There were more 
responses than we had space for and they 
kept coming in past our deadline, so we 
chose a sampling. We will continue this fea- 
ture into future issues throughout the year. 


Aka "Nome Ansland," 39, living in Aus- 
tin, Texas. First Rondy: 1995. Last: 2002. 
"Poet and orator, and perhaps the ‘missing 
link' between the old and young guards. I 
am from an anarcho-punk background in 
my youth but have the values of a 'mis- 
anthropic" deep ecologist in many ways.' 
Lately? "Working as a youth counselor. 1 
was always an avid social worker/crisis 
counselor through the '90s... perhaps 
closeted Humanist with a misanthropic 
image. Environmental work has been spo- 
radic, but I am still there in my heart." 
Wildest memory? "Sequoia lifting her 
shirt and cackling ‘I’ve killed men with 
these!' in 1995." 


ics, raising two children, milking goats, 
homesteading." To the youth: "Hike and 
run a lot.... Learn GIS mapping. Get out 
in the woods monitoring timber sales, 
learn to write really well so you can help 
with appeals, grants and endangered spe- 
cies listing petitions. Get focused defend- 
ing and creating wilderness, or start your 
own campaigns in your watershed* Ani- 
a mal rights is another movement, not EF!. 
Ditch the grunge cliques that proliferated 
with the anti-globalization marches.... 
You can be a wild forest critter and still 
take baths, dress in the costumes of mod- 
s ern day Amerika, and slip into boardrooms 
easier. Washing your hands is cool, taking 
care of your body is cool, eating protein is 
cool. Eating soybeans as your main pro- 
)n Rondies: "Never. Sum- tein source will get you in trouble with 

ication, last thing I want to your thyroid.... You are Gaia's antibody, 

: with a bunch of hippies!" the warrior T-cells, and you need to be as 

Depends on how old you effective as possible right now...." Coming 

Cold Mountain, Cold Riv- ' to a Rondy again? "Probably not... the last 
dia; occupied Paul Watson's one I went to was decidedly not focused 

rge of the lily-livered ban- on defending biodiversity, the only rea- 


Randall Restless 

Bozeman, Greater Yellowstone. First 
Rondy: 1986. Last: 1996. Helped to start 
the Cove/Mallard campaign, in oppose 
tion to a massive roadless area timber sale 
on the Nez Perce National Forest. "We 
mostly won that one." Wildest memories? 
"Dang, where to begin? Maybe body-shots 
at the RRR in the San Juan Mountains. Or 
naked amoebas at the 1990 RRR in Mon- 
tana. Or locking my neck with a U-lock 
to the axle of a loading machine in Mur- 
relet Grove during Redwood Bummer... Or 
erecting North America's first-ever tripod 
road blockade at Cove/Mallard, only to 
have the loggers light it on fire." Lately: 
"Guiding touristas in Yellowstone. On the 
eco-front, working to stop the invasion 
of public lands by motorized morons, by 
documenting and exposing the damage 
these losers do to our public heritage." 
Coming to another Rondy? “Probably not, 
but you never know where I might appear." 
Message to the youth: "Fuck shit up." 


Peggy Sue McRae 

Friday Harbor, Washington. First Ron- 
dy?, "mmm where was that?” Last: '96. 
"Twas proud of the Ecofeminist insert I 
put together and the Mona the Monkey- 
wrencher cover I designed for that issue. I 
wrote a "pagan blurb" for the Journal for a 


Greta Grizz 

California, 41, 
Rondy: 1990, last: 
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Clausen, leaving me with no fuck- 
ing car for jail support, But people 
thought it was great cause he got 
pied right in front of the Jail." 
Lately, "I've been finding myself, 
redefining my self... I think its 
called midlife crisis. 1 had to take 
a few years off 'cause I crashed... 
Can you make up something more 
glorious?!" Next Rondy: "I made a 
commitment to help Crusty with 
the rendezvous next year. I'm 
bringing my cats." 

Mitch Friedman 

Bellingham, Washington, 47. 
First Rondy: '85, last: '89. One of 
the first treesitters, organized the 
first spotted owl protests, Ancient 
Forest Rescue Expedition, creative 
director for the Mudhead Kaclji- 
nas. Wildest memories: "Some 
heavy Stumps Suck protest mo- 
ments at the Gifford Pinchot and 
Okanogan National Forest head- 
quarters." Lately: "I've directed 
Conservation Northwest (origi- 
nally Greater Ecosystem Alliance) 
since ’89." He's received conserva- 
tion awards from Society for Con- 
servation Biology, The Wilderness 
Society, Washington Environmen- 
tal Council, and Northwest Jewish 
Environmental Project. Named by 
Washington Law and Politics Mag- 
azine as one of the "25 smartest 
people in Washington" in 2003. To 
the youth: "Eschew dogma." Will 
you be coming to a Rondy: "Hard 
to say." Mysterious. Our sources 
tell us that Mitch has "gone con- 
servative," but maybe we'll get to 
see for ourselves. 

Gary Lawless 

Nobleboro, Maine, 59, "Only 
Rondy was a million years ago in 
southern Colorado... Art Good- 
times got the poets together to 
read, before the Warrior Poets had a 
name....' Later I was poetry editor of Wild 
Earth magazine, also Jasper Carlton and 
I created the National Grizzly Growers 
Organization." Today: "I co-own a book- 
store, write poems for the lynx, the loon, 
the herring — try to speak for the critters. 
The poet Gary Snyder sent me a post- 
card, here in Maine, saying there's this 
new bunch of folks you ought to know 
about — I wrote to Dave Foreman and got 
a stapled, mimeographed newsletter in re- 
turn — the early beginnings of the EF! Jour- 
nal. Because of that postcard I met Dave 


and Nancy, Jamie Sayen, Jasper Carlton, 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz and John Davis... I'm 
getting older, but still trying to give voice 
to those critters through poems, through 
the books we make available at our book- 
store, and through the way I live my life. 
To the youth: "Thank you for your hearts, 
your spirit, for what you do. Stay strong, 
and don't compromise in your defense of 
Mother Earth." 

Jean Crawford 

Albuquerque, New Mexico, 48. First 
Rondy: 1987, attended straight through 
1997, last: 2005. Aka "Loose Hip Circles, 
my nom-de-plume for the Journal, lived 
several road crossings from the nearest 
convenience store." Known for: "Most of 
the things 1 did were in the background. I 
might be remembered as a mouthy, feisty, 
funny woman who could keep a rowdy 
meeting flowing, and was the harmless 
looking one sent to deal with the unsus- 
pecting public. Some of what seems signif- 
icant to me: I kept the Aryans off the stage 
at the 1989 Jemez RRR (Ha to you, Lone 
Wolf Circles); signing the tax forms for the 
Journal because I was the only board mem- 
ber with an address." Wildest memory: 
"Being a part of the Wild Women's Circle 
that evicted the guy from the 1990 RRR 
in Montana for sexual harassment. That 
was the most empowering thing I’ve ever 
been part of." Lately: "I used to run with 
the wolves, then I napped with the cats, 
now I'm dancing with trees...." To the 
youth: "Take all rumors, attitudes and sto- 
ries with a big grain of salt. We may never 
know how much damage the FBI really 
did. But I suspect it was considerable... 1 
have always believed that the work of pro- 
tecting the Wild is more important than 
what name the work is done under... Evo- 
lution is healthy and inevitable; rigidity 
is dangerous." Coming to a Rondy again? 
"Probably not, I have to camp with a 301b 
battery, and that's a lot of extra weight for 
me to carry. But I'd love to have an Old 
Guard Rendezvous some day for the sheer 
pleasure of seeing old friends. But give me 
lots of early warning, money is hard to 
come by. I miss EF!'s place in my life." 

Paloma Galindo 

Just moved from Knoxville, Tennes- 
see to Boise, Idaho. First Rondy: '95, but 
before that had participated in smaller 
regional gatherings; most recent Rondy, 
2005. Co-founder of United Mountain 
Defense, a nonprofit dedicated to halting 
mountaintop removal coal mining in TN. 
Wild memories: "shutting down logging 
roads on Olympic peninsula, all night in 


the rain and cold; living in a tipi on Karen 
and Asante's land; u-locked to truck at- 
tached to a tripod in Cove/Mallard; run- 
in with angry logger with gun while I was 
lost in Warner Creek and convinced him a 
whole group with cameras were surround- 
ing us; going to Yukon, in 40-degrees-be- 
low weather to stop the wolf kill in '96; 
falling in love with mountains, campfires 
and guitars; Casey Neill singing "Dancing 
on the Ruins"; the kind of moments where 
you said "yes, I am alive! "‘Yeah, she'll be 
at the next RRR. 

Rain Sanchez 

Tucson, Arizona, 41. First Rondy: '95, 
last: "regional in AZ a few years ago." 
Known as "Always gung-ho, I'm gonna 
be there in the front, like 'to the barri- 
cade!’" Craziest memory: "Bullets flying 
by my head, hearing them fly by my ears 
in Headwaters. I got dropped off at the 
wrong spot apparently." Lately: "For five 
years I've been teaching a free self-defense 
class at Dry River anarchist community 
center," often attended by us Journal folks. 
"Also working on the Border Opposition 
Action Fund and Autonomous Sustain- 
ability Project." To younger generations: 
"Study the path, not only of direct action, 
but of revolutionary insurgents around 
the world. Learn from the past, try not to 
reinvent the wheel, don't make the same 
mistakes, listen to your heart, listen to the 
Earth, and take care of each other." You'll 
see him around. 

Editor's Note: In Volume II of the 30th An- 
niversary edition of the Earth First! Journal: 
lohn Davis, Karen Coulter, Mike Petersen, 
Dennis Fritzinger, Laura B, Art Goodtimes, 
Garlic, Peg Millett, Dirt, Daniel Barron, 
Slugthang, Dave Foreman and Christopher 
Manes. 

Some other folks we’ve contacted: Mike 
Jakubal, Mike Howell, Jeanette Russel, Neal 
Tuttrup, Dana Stoltzman, Sasha Coulter, Mi- 
chael Donnelly, Kelpie Wilson, Karen Wood, 
Kimberely Dawn, John Green, Jagoff Kreilik, 
Tracy Bartlett, Faith Walker, Dana Lyons, 
Michael Robinson, john johnson, Dave Parks, 
Dennis Davey, David Cross, George Wuerthner, 
Mark Williams, Phil Knight, Danny Dolmger, 
Roger Featherstone, Bob Kaspar, Andy Caf- 
frey, Bill Oliver, Marc Baker, Alicia Littletree, 
Ron Kezar, Bart Koeler, Gary MacFarlane, 
Ivan Maluski, Doug, Frog, Theresa Kintz, Jesse 
White, Kris Maenz, Kim Marks, Laren Linder, 
Tracy Catelman... 

If you know any of them, ot others, 
please encourage them to take part in this 
effort to reconnect the Earth First! genera- 
tion gaps. 



Waving 

Internationally, Eartn 
First!, or Groen Front!, as 
they say in the Nether- 
lands and Belgium, can 
also mean "Green Front!," 
"Nature First!," or "Green 
Earth!". 27 years ago the 
Earth First! banner was ad- 
opted by environmental 
activists in Australia,, since 
then countries around the 
world have also discovered 
what this unique banner 
stands for and have chosen 
to use it to further commu- 
nicate their actions and the 
ideologies behind them. 

From Iceland to Italy to 
the British Isles, the Neth- 
erlands, Prague, Poland, 
Russia, New Zealand, Bel- 
gium and Canada — the 
world has seen the Earth 
First! fist waving at tree-sits 
and road blockades, just 
the same as you can see it 
in the States where it all 
started. Over the last three 
decades there have also 
been Earth First! actions in 
China, Japan, Nigeria and 
South Africa. 

Individuals and commu- 
nities have used direct ac- 
tion, all over the world, for 
hundreds of years, to show 
defiance wherever voices 
or protests have gone ig- 
nored. It is always a goal 
of the Earth First! Journal to 
include the struggles of in- 
ternational and indigenous 
communities around the 
world that have used direct 
action, with or without any 
banner. The following is a 
spotlight on two groups 
that are active today. 

Earth First! Italia 

Earth First! Italia has been 
steadily active since 2008, 
where EF! groups exists in 
Rome, Padova, Prado and 
in the Torino- ValdiSusa area 



the Earth First! Fist > 


in the northwest. The ma- 
jor campaign work of Earth 
First! Italia includes fighting 
against expansion of cities 
and urbanization, the mass 
production of waste and 
nuclear energy. EF! Roma 
has also been working in 
defense of the regional 
park of the "Pineta." Earth 
First!ers in Italy have been 
traveling to the UK over 
the last few years for the 
annual Earth First! Summer 
Gathering to connect with 
the movement, share skills 
and news. In 2009, EF! Ita- 
lia organized the first Earth 
First! gathering in Italy. You 
can see photos from the di- 
rect action camp and more 

at: WWW.EARTHFIRSTITALIA*. 
BLOGSPOT.COM. 


Nessun Compromesso in 
Difesa di Madre Terra! 



Saving Iceland 

For six years, Saving Ice- 


particularly people in the 
UK, Holland and Belgium. 
We have also contributed 
several articles about our 
struggle to the EF! Journal. 

We have hosted five major 
international protest camps, 
most in the Icelandic high- 
lands, between 2005-2009. 
Most of the camps lasted for 
over a month, usually un- 
der constant siege or under 
heavy surveillance and ha- 
rassment from the so-called 
Icelandic police, also known 
as the "Viking Squad." 

We have done numerous 
large-scale direct actions, 
often entirely closing down 
building work on alumi- 
num smelters, mega dams 
and geothermal plants. We 
have organized countless 
actions against the alumi- 
num-industry nature killers 
in Reykjavik-Iceland, Eng- 
land, Scotland, Belgium, 
Holland, Germany, France, 
Italy, Spain, Switzerland 
and even the US. 

We have also been at the 
forefront in developing a de- 
tailed critique of corporate 
greenwashing — in particu- 
lar, of the "sustainable green 
energy" scam behind hydro 
and geothermal energy. 

Our website has, for a 
number of years, served as 
a unifying force, for people 
who are fighting the alu- 



World 



minum corporations all 
over the world. Although, 
we have not managed to 
stop apocalyptic projects 
such as the Karahnjukar 
dams, our struggle has 
done much to raise the 
stakes of environmental 
defense in Iceland. We 
maintain a constant pres- 
sure to save areas such as 
the Ramsar wetlands of 
Thjorsarver, the pristine 
lake of Langisjor, and nu- 
merous geothermal fields 
currently under threat. 

Our constant barrage 
of direct actions through 
the years has actually re- 
invigorated the dying em- 
bers of Icelandic grassroots 
struggle to such an extent 
that it can be safely said 
that, without us, the cor- 
rupt government that was 
deposed by direct action in 
January 2009 would never 
have fallen. 


land (SI) has introduced an- 
archist militancy into Ice- 
landic politics. The group 
was originally founded 
in the autumn of 2004 as 
"Killing Iceland," follow- 
ing meetings . attended 
by a great bunch of people 
that were at the Earth First! 
gathering in the UK in Au- 
gust of that year.' We have 
always been in close col- 
laboration with Earth First!, 



Saving Iceland locking-down in opposition to the Karahnjukar Darn, 2006. 
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AN IMAGE FROM THE FUTURE OF REVOLUTIONARY ECOLOGY 



Slopes of Pamitha Mountain; Burned building in Athens, 2008 




tee* 


induttecbion e/ru/ b/fe eeo—ebotd bo come 


BY ANDI STASIS AGRIA 

Throughout the history of Western 
culture, people have heralded Greece as 
a cradle of modem civilization. Today 
it is more like a deathbed — a turn of 
events much more worthy of heralding. 
Greece has not been a global power for 
millennia, but it is now a global sym- 
bol for what's to come in the society it's 
credited for birthing. 

Larry Elliott, the economics editor 
for the UK's Guardian, recently called 
Greece “the first domino" of a crum- 


level of coordination and organization 
through explicitly anarchistic assem- 
blies; and the articulated rhetoric pub- 
lished in posters, blogs and graffiti. 

The situation in Greece is relevant 
to radical ecologists and critics of 
civilization beyond the gut-level ap- 
preciation of burning cities. It's long 
past time to move from a fetishizing 
of Greek insurrection into the expres- 
sion of practical solidarity. Below is a 
collection of writings, predominantly 
in the words of Greeks, which should 
be of interest to Earth First!. 


cal disaster due to industrial cotton cul- 
tivation in Tessalia. The EU is funding 
the project to deviate the river, which 
would also completely destroy the 
mountain village of Mesochora. The lo- 
cal administration is promising money 
to the people to leave their houses, but 
there is a growing resistance to the plan. 
The river is also impacted by the Stratos 
and Katsiki hydroelectric dams. Anti- 
authoritarians have started a recent tra- 
dition of making summer action camps 
to build momentum in the region. 


bling European economy. Even right- 
wing Fox News commentator Glenn 
Beck took notice in his hilarious May 3, 
2010 show, while waving around a copy 
of We Are an Image from the Future, a re- 
cent book from AK Press on the growing 
trend of insurrection in Greece. 

The book highlights the events of 
December 2008, where what began as 
actions to avenge the police murder 
of Alexis Grigoropoulos, a 14-year-old 
in the Exarchia neighborhood of Ath- 
ens, quickly grew into a rebellion with, 
arguably, all of modem society in its 
crosshairs. Actions primarily included 
attacks on police stations, banks and 
luxury shops, which is standard proce- 
dure for riots around the world. But sev- 
eral elements broke from the standard 
fare riot: the duration of the rebellion — 
nearly an entire month of consistent 
actions in cities across the country; the 


Biodiversity Under Fire 

The Greek landscape is also in the 
heart of the Mediterranean Basin Biodi- 
versity Hotspot. Of the 22,500 species of 
vascular plants in this hotspot, approxi- 
mately 52 percent are found nowhere 
else in the world. The endemics are 
mainly concentrated on islands, penin- 
sulas, rocky cliffs and mountain peaks. 
The Mediterranean region has 290 in- 
digenous tree species (201 endemics) in- 
cluding the rare Cretan date palm (Phoe- 
nix theophrasti), which is only found in 
a tiny part of Crete and Turkey's Datca 
Peninsula; both areas are experiencing 
impacts from tourism development. 

Killing Achelous River 

Achelous, one of the biggest riven in 
Greece and most important wilderness 
areas on the mainland, is facing ecologi- 


Pillage of Pamitha Mountain 

Pamitha is a densely forested moun- 
tain range north of Athens, the highest 
on the peninsula of Attica. There are 46 
springs, which flow continuously and 
form several streams and small ponds; 
there are also several caves and preci- 
pices, the most famous of which is Pa- 
nas, named after the cloven-footed god 
Pan, and the nymphaeum there. About 
1,000 species of plants can be found on 
the mountain, including crocus and 
tulips, and the mountain also provides 
a native habitat to its red deer, which 
were known in ancient times. Much of 
the mountain is designated as a national 
park and protected habitat for wildfowl. 

Pamitha suffered extensive damage 
from a wildfire in June 2007, which 
burned 56 kilometers squared (21 miles 
squared) of land; the magnitude of the 
devastation was unforeseen. The fire 
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claimed 80 percent of the mountain's rare Greek fir and Aleppo 
pine forest and 150 endangered red deer, as well as birds and 
other rare animals. While investigations are still underway as to 
the fire's cause, one scenario suggests a transformer belonging 
to a major power line explosion some days prior to the fire. An- 
other holds that this was one of the many arsons carried out by 
real estate developers that have claimed forested land all over 
Greece in recent years. In weeks following the fire, thousands 
protested in the city center over the state's response. 

The following text is from a poster seen all over Exar- 
chia in the Summer 2010; the poster also announced ac- 
tivist camps on the mountain: 

"The holocaust of June 27, 2007, was nothing but a mo- 
ment of the continuous destruction and pillage of Parnitha 
by an amplitude of criminal activities and plannings of po- 
litical and economical authority on the mountain. Three 
years later, the casino is extending in the heart of the forest, 
the military camp and the antenna park occupy the tall- 
est peaks of Parnitha, and buildings are rising among the 
remaining forests. Three years later, public forest areas are 
disposed at the old king palace and the installation of the 
industrial zone ( Tech - 
nopolis Acropolis ) is 
moving forward, as 
well as the installa- 
tion of wind gen- 
erators in the heart 
of the forest. Three 
years later, innerva- 
tions at the streams 
and the paths of 
the mountain alien- 
ate the natural place 
even more; plans of 
building refreshment 
shops at Agia Triada, 
the limitation of free 
access in the forest, 
more carfare to the 
visitors and a total 
transformation of 
the mountain to a 
suburban commer- 
cial park. Three years 
later the fight against the pillage of the mountain continues." 

Greek RAGE 

Resistance against genetic engineering (GE) in Greece is 
getting well-organized. An anti-GE network was established 
during a nationwide meeting held in Chania, Greece, in 
June 2008, adopting the full name Kinos Topos: Libertarian 
Network in Resistance to Biotech and Technologies of Control. 

From their website: "The system is trying to impose an 
absolute world of industrial uniformity, sterile and without 
a trace of free life. The bilateral European Union (EU) agree- 
ments with African or Asian countries, TRIPS-type agree- 
ments, or the proposed new patent legislation in the EU, 


only ensure that all of life will belong as a product for sale 
somewhere. Companies in the biotech lobby only want to 
ensure profits from sterile seeds, mutant varieties, and any 
form of animal species. Those who find a species of plant 
or animal can belong entirely to a company, will also find it 
reasonable and proper, in the not too distant future, for the 
human body — or at least certain parts and functions — to also 
belong to a company's laboratory or government agency. It 
is the same process which colonized the planet. But life has 
been here billions of years and will not be owned by anyone, 
not 'invented,' regardless of any predatory patenting that is 
legislated — wild and uncontrollable, 'dirty' and unpredict- 
able, it will germinate even in their concentration camps." 

A poster for a community event at Prapopoulou squat on 
the outskirts of Athens states: "Having biotechnology as a tool, 
as a spearhead of techno-science, capitalism sells solutions as a 
new commodity for the destruction that it causes on its own. 
We don't buy the fairy tale of green development." 

Anti-Speciesist Action 

Antispe's presence can be felt in Athens through the 

posters and stickers 
(again, particularly 
in Exarchia). The 
assembly that or- 
ganizes under that 
banner has also or- 
ganized public fo- 
rums and has been 
represented at in- 
ternational animal 
rights conferences. 
But the existence of 
action speaks vol- 
umes beyond what 
any poster, sticker or 
forum could. 

In the past two 
years alone, over 

62.000 mink were 
released from captiv- 
ity in Greece: About 

10.000 mink were re- 
leased from two farms 

in Askio, claimed by Corvus Revengis, which also carried 
out a similar raid in neighboring areas in December 2008 
and February 2009. Another 50,000 mink in Heliodendro, 
Kastoria on August 26, 2010 and the next day, 2,000 from 
a farm in Kaloneri, both claimed by Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF). Owners estimated the damage at a million 
euros ($1.3 million). 

From the August 2010 communique: "Liberating 
animals from cages is a way to put our ideas into prac- 
tice. We oppose the oppression, exploitation and im- 
prisonment that this civilization has created for any 
living being, regardless of species, race, gender 
or sexual preferences. In these desperate days we 



"Green Development is BULLSHIT! What are you talking about?! " 

...Whether it's green or gray, capitalism steals our lives! seen on the streets ofMitilini, Lesws, 
Summer 2010. produced by a collective ofFabrica Yfanet, an abandoned factory squatted by anarchists in Thessaloniki 
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Left: Banks burned pmlifically in Athens, Dec 2008; Center: Threatened Acheloos river; Right Graffiti demands " immediate release of all prisoners in the uprising" s- 


still strive for freedom. Eat vegan on the barricades! 
— ALF" 

Reclaim the Commons 

In March 2009, thousands of protestors rip down the wall 
around a vacant lot destined to become a parking garage, tear 
up the asphalt with jackhammers, plant trees and create a free 
park 50 meters away from the spot where Alexis was killed by 
the police. The park continues today as a liberated gathering 
place, with gardens, a playground and theater. 

For 15 years the city had promised to make the lot a park, 
yet did nothing. In the meantime, the property owner retract- 
ed their offer to allow a park and began planning for construc- 
tion valued at nine million euros ($11.4 million). "You know 
what the best part is," exclaims a visitor, "It's seeing all the old 
people look at the park and how happy they are." 

"No," interrupted a Greek anarchist, "The best thing is that 
we fucked the city out offline million euros.” 

Gold Mining and Guerilla War 

Gold mining in Greece has seen large-scale ecosystem de- 
struction and has caused ongoing health problems and deaths 
of local people and wildlife as a result of cyanide use, which 
has been outlawed in other European countries. Currently, 
Eldorado, a US-based parent company of Thracean Gold Min- 
ing, is planning to extract almost 30 tons of gold from Pera- 
ma Hill. The project's Environmental Impact Assessment is in 
process; by the end of 2011 gold extraction could start. 

Gold mining in Greece has had a history of environmental 
objections, most notably against a Canada-based TVX Gold 
mine expansion proposal in the northern peninsula of Halkidi- 
ki. The project finally went bankrupt in the late '90s upon los- 
ing EU funding after legal battles and direct action — including 
the now-famous bombing attempt by Nikos Maziotis. 

Maziotis was convicted of placing a bomb in the Ministry 
of Industry and Development in '97, in solidarity with the 
revolting villages around Strymonikos. The following is a ex- 
cerpted translation of what Maziotis said to the court during 
trial in July 1999: 

"The comrades up there in the villages ... had surpassed 
every limit. They had conflicts with the police three times.... 
They had set fire to police cars and riot-police vans, they had 
burnt machinery belonging to TVX, they had invaded the 


mines of Olympiada and destroyed part of the installations.... 
In the nights, they were going out with guns, shooting in the 
air to frighten the policemen... then repression followed, es- 
pecially in '97 when martial law was imposed in the area. The 
Chief of Police in Halkidiki gave an order according to which 
all gatherings and demonstrations were forbidden. They also 
sent special police units and police tanks, which came in the 
streets for the first time since 1980.... So, I thought, we must 
do something here, in Athens. It is not possible that the oth- 
ers are under repression and we here stay passive. 

“THERE IS NO RELATION BETWEEN THIS ‘DEVELOPMENT’ 
AND ‘MODERNIZATION’ THEY ARE TALKING ABOUT AND 
THE COVERING OF POPULAR NEEDS. NO RELATION AT ALL. 
SO, I PLACED A BOMB.”- — * nikos maziotis 

"The Ministry of Industry and Development ... was one 
of the centers of this case. The struggle in Strymonikos was 
a struggle against 'development,' against 'modernization' 
and all this crap they keep saying. What is hidden behind all 
these expressions is the profits of multinationals, the profits 
of 'our own' Greek capitalists, the profits of states' officials, 
of the Greek state, of the bureaucrats, of all those who take 
the money, of technical companies. . . . There is no relation be- 
tween this 'development' and 'modernization' they are talk- 
ing about and the covering of popular needs. No relation at 
all. So, I placed a bomb." 

Maziotis was arrested again in April this year along with 
five others in Athens, accused of further attacks on state and 
industry targets. In a related statement by the Revolutionary 
Struggle Three (which included MaziotisJ, the group took 
political responsibility for the alleged actions and refuted 
accusations of terrorism: "Anyone who looked closely at 
the trajectory of Revolutionary Struggle would understand 
the obsolescence of the assertions by the political establish- 
ment and its henchmen in the media about how our actions 
'constitute a threat to all of society.' Which of our actions 
terrorized society or were directed against it? ... Did the at- 
tack against the multinational Shell — which for decades has 
plundered the natural resources of many countries, exploited 
entire peoples, and contributed to the destruction of the plan- 
et — terrorize the population?" 
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"This is the Spirit of Revolt" 

. Greek universities gained asylum status following the student 
revolts in 73 against the CIA-imposed dictatorship. In Decem- 
ber '08 this site once again became a stronghold of resistance in 
the center of town. Two anarchists who were in the Polytechnic 
occupation, Pavlos and Irina, tell part of the story: 

"The cops were defeated in the street, and the shops were 
destroyed — all the big shops and some smaller ones, but most 
of the little shops were not touched. The biggest computer 
shop in this street and one of the biggest in all of Greece was 
smashed open and burned completely. Many floors, a tall 
building, all burned. And it was burning slowly, so the arson 
was well done. I think it is not usable now, I think they will 
have to demolish it. This particular building was burned on 
purpose because this company was part of a consortium that 
wanted to build a technological park, like Silicon Valley, on a 
mountain near Athens, in a place where there is forest now... 

"And every day we had food for everybody. Not only peo- 
ple living in the occupation, Poor people were coming there 
only to eat. To keep' the restaurant stocked, groups of about 
thirty people formed up every day to go to supermarkets, fill- 
up shopping carts and take the food.... It was important be- 
cause having this tool, this ability to feed ourselves, affected 
our living condition ... it was also like a womb of the world 
that we want to create inside the insurrection. But . . . out of all 
these people who came together there were many who carried 
within them the culture of the enemy. So there were people 
who came to steal mobile phones and computers to sell for 
money.... That's why we put an end to this phenomenon af- 
ter the second or third day, because some people were coming 
only to steal things. After that, anytime somebody wanted to 
enter the gates of the campus with looted items — there were 
people carrying boxes of stolen goods, computers and other 
things — we didn't allow them in unless they gave us the ob- 
jects to throw in the fire. We told them you have to choose: you 
or your computer. " 

Civilization is a Landfill 

Statements by Transgressio Legis, an insurrectionary anarchist 
group in Athens, give further insight on actions in December: 
"We can't forget the attack on the Ministry of Environment and 
Urban Planning. The entire building burned to cinders. This was 
in solidarity with the people of Lefkimi, a town in Corfu, who 
for the last year have been fighting hard against the police and 
government to keep a new garbage dump from being built in 
their area. In the riots [there] the cops had killed a woman, one 
of the protesters. So they burned this ministry building com- 


pletely. After this action, which became very public because of 
all the announcements that appeared in the blogs, and Indy- 
media and other internet sites of the movement, the people 
of the town sent a letter of thanks for the solidarity actions, an 
official announcement of thanks.... 

"The war is continuing. Our generation has the opportunity 
to see incredible things happen to the societies of this planet. 
And it is up to us to see if the fascists and the leftists will cap- 
ture the hopes of the people or if the anarchists — through our 
struggle— will offer society an escape route through the fires 
and cataclysm of liberation." 


All Dogs to the Barricades: ATribute to Kanellos 

A blogger, "rechelorl on reddit," posted this comment in 
response to a series of riot dog photos: "I live in Athens, in 
Exarchia and this dog is very famous and everybody feeds and 
loves this animal. But his name is Lo.uk, from Loukanikos, a 
word that means sausage, because he used to eat sausages all 
the time. He lives on the street, he has no master, and he, 
along with 4-5 other dogs, comes to every demonstration here 
in Athens. You will find him every day in Mesollogiou Street, 
where Alexandras Grigoropoulos was shot by the police. 

Kanellos was another dog that used to act the same, but 
he died two years ago and now he is buried by comrades in- 
side the Polytechneio University in Athens, where the upris- 
ing against dictatorship took place in 1973. The members 
of Indymedia Athens used to feed him. Also when Kanellos 
was caught by the dog-catcher four years ago, a demo of 400 
people took place and we released him from the dog catcher! 
You can find his grave inside the university. Kanello RIP! 

These dogs live in Exarchia and they don't belong to no- 
body. We call them 'the dogs of the movement' and there are 
many of them, such as Roza, Dick, Ribo, Petros, Loucy.... It's 
funny, but they are our comrades, we protect and feed them 
and they protect us as well." 

Excerpts not otherwise noted were taken from We Are an Im- 
age from the Future, AK Press 2010. Posters were collected by 
the author during a • recent trip to Greece. Andi Stasis Agria is a 
Free Radio Df, contributing editor of the Earth First! Journal and 
a Greco-gringo who dreams of escaping to the hills of Perivola- 
kia and bathing in Kalamata olive oil. A translation of the EF! 
Primer was also produced and is available on Athens Indymedia 
and the EF! Newswire for all the Greco-phones out there. 


Riot dog photos by Aris Messinis, Louisa Gouliamaki, Nikolas Giakoumidis, Yiorgos Karahalis 
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Legal Lessons from the Green Scare 


by Ben Rosenfeld and Lauren Regan 

"Anna" the 19-year-old FBI informant bought the 
materials and worked to keep the group focused on tar- 
gets and timeframes. When 28-year-old Eric McDavid 
and his two younger friends failed to muster sufficient 
enthusiasm for Anna's sabotage schemes, she would 
pout and cry and excoriate them for "dilly-dallying." 
Then they would pretend to re-dedicate themselves to 
her cause — especially McDavid, who had a crush on 
her, which she fed. 

Two years earlier, the FBI had begun dressing Anna 
up as a medic and inserting her into activist gather- 
ings to look for people to bust. It didn't matter that 
McDavid and company had no real interest in Anna's 
conspiracy, or that she had reported to her handlers 
that he was gentle and non-threatening. If you're an 
"environmental or animal rights extremist" in post- 
9/11 USA, there are two ways to get on the govern- 
ment's bad side: (1) break the law, or (2) follow it. The 
FBI simply has no use for law-abiding activists when 
it's out to crucify people as examples of a movement 
it wants to destroy. 

Following McDavid's 20-year sentence for con- 
spiracy to commit arson (where the trial showed the 
group did not actually agree on, let alone do any- 
thing), his attorney Mark Reichel lamented, "We're 
at the point where the government can do whatever 
the fuck they want." (See 
"The Believers," Elle Maga- 
zine, May 2008.) Punish- 
ment and deterrence aside, 

"Green Scare"- prosecutors 
and their coordinators in 
Washington are willing to 
destroy individual lives to 
score political points, and 
to trample their own rules 
in the process. 

That's not to say eco- 
arson isn't a serious crime. 

The people who set fires in 
the names of ELF and ALF 
must have known they were facing serious time if they 
got caught. But surely not more time than rapists and 
some murderers, especially where the evidence shows 
they went out of their way to prevent injury. The re- 
ality, though, is they do get sentenced more harshly. 
Jeff "Free" Luers received 22 years (before reduction to 
10), Eric McDavid got 20 years, and Marie Mason got 
22. That's to say nothing of heavy sentences for ac- 
tions like animal releases, or those which aren't crimes 
at all but veiled assaults by the government itself on 


the First Amendment, as in the SHAC 7 prosecution 
(up to six years for operating a website and a fax ma- 
chine), or the prosecutions of Sherman Austin and Rod 
Coronado for casually explaining how to start a time- 
delayed fire (in Austin's case, by linking to someone 
else's website, and in Coronado's case, by answering a 
question put to him after a talk). Burn down a build- 
ing for insurance fraud and you're looking at about 
five years; do it with passion and you face 10 to 35. 

In the years since 9/11 and the FBI's declaration 
in 2005 that ELF and ALF represent the top domes- 
tic security threat (a claim which the Department 
of Homeland Security disavowed in its May 2008 
"Ecoterrorism Threat Assessment" report), the rhet- 
oric has been ratcheted up to a degree that it cre- 
ates a. distinctly hostile work environment for the 
Constitution. Freeing tortured animals is terrorism. 
Jugs filled with gasoline are incendiary devices, the 
mere possession of which riets you a mandatory 30- 
year sentence. Explaining your actions in a com- 
munique subjects you to a terrorism sentencing 
enhancement and imprisonment in the darkest US 
dungeons, like the exquisitely barbaric Commu- 
nications Management Unit at Marion, Illinois — a 
sensory deprivation chamber that would make Dos- 
toyevsky blush — where Daniel McGowan resided. 
(See his excellent piece, "Tales from Inside the US 
Gitmo," Huffington Post, June 8, 2009.) Earth First! is 

branded a violent group, 
lumped in with ELF and 
ALF, simply because 
some judge with a loose 
pen says so in drafting a 
defendant's terms of pro- 
bation. Never mind that 
we spent 12 years in the 
Judi Bari case successful- 
ly debunking the lie that 
Earth First! is violent. 

Furthermore, if arson 
equals terrorism, it leaves 
us all lexically challenged 
to think of alternative 
terms for both. How else are the victims of real terror, 
like Judi Bari and Darryl Cherney (whose car bombing 
the FBI never labeled terrorism, except while trying 
to frame them for it), or people who survive planes 
flown into skyscrapers, supposed to make sense of the 
horrors they endured? The naming of things matters. 
When the government names things, it shifts entire 
budgets and priorities and realigns the thinking of 
judges and juries who fail to exercise an independent 
conscience as a result. 



Grand Juries are also called Witch Hunts or Fishing Expeditions 
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Many law enforcement officials earnestly believe it 
is just a matter of time before environmental activists 
begin carrying out assassinations and bombings. And 
exaggerated utterances by some activists have stoked 
those fears. But a lot of the same officials direct none 
of their opprobrium at right-wing zealots who actu- 
ally murder and maim people. Whether police and 
policymakers sincerely believe the environmental 
movement is turning violent, it serves their institu- 
tional objectives (and budgets and staffing) to pretend 
so. They troll for confirming evidence in print and 
online writings, and exploit it 
endlessly when they feel they've 
found it. The FBI also relies on 
biased consultants and phony 
think tanks — like the industry- 
sponsored Center for Consumer 
Freedom, which assigns literal 
significance to every satirical 
statement and then ascribes it to 
the whole radical environmen- 
tal movement. In so doing, the 
FBI gives its witch hunt pseudo- 
academic cover. 

According to a cynical 1972 
Supreme Court decision, Laird v. 

Tatum, police do not violate the 
Constitution simply by creating 
dossiers on people; their surveil- 
lance has to produce some ac- 
tual harm before it ripens into 
a rights violation. Even then, 
the law insulates police if they 
can articulate any pretext for an 
investigation beyond pure po- 
litical harassment. Supporters of 
Eric McDavid recently obtained 
documents under a Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) request showing that the feds 
are logging the names of people who write to eco- 
prisoners. There is no question that such Stasi-like 
behavior by our national police chills free expression 
and civic participation. But the Constitution is no 
obstacle to the FBI when it is ideologically bent on 
"disrupting] and dismantling]" social movements, 
as Director Robert Mueller admitted in a press re- 
lease announcing the 2006 Oregon arrests. Arguably, 
such government intrusiveness is itself hardening the 
movement, terrifying some people into inaction, but 
driving others to organize underground. 

Know-your-rights trainings, at least, are getting easier. 
"Thanks for coming. You have none. Good night." In 
just a few years, Fourth Amendment protections have 
further unraveled to the point that in most jurisdic- 
tions, if police want to rummage the contents of your 
cell phone (presuming it is not password protected), 


they need only follow you until you commit a petty 
offense, like jaywalking, then arrest you and seize your 
phone. The simple fact is, it's getting hard not to get 
caught. The original Oregon and Washington ("Opera- 
tion Backfire") defendants encrypted their computers, 
but entrusted their private keys to a person who ulti- 
mately traded them to the government for leniency. 

It behooves the modern activist to ask: What does 
it even mean to get away? Friends and family are left 
holding the bag and to deal with the visits, the raids 
and the grand jury summons. As lawyers, our job in- 
cludes comforting devastated 
parents who hope paradoxi- 
cally that their hunted children 
both will and won't get caught, 
so they can see them again, but 
not behind bars. 

It is true that only a fraction of 
eco-saboteurs have been caught 
for crimes that have in some in- 
stances devastated entire indus- 
tries, like fur farming and vivi- 
section labs. The Department 
of Homeland Security catalogs 
numerous unsolved incidents — 
from fires which leveled multi- 
million dollar housing projects 
to a " stole [n] six rabbits and sev- 
en birds." In a sense, authorities 
are like lions preying on a herd: 
some zebras are going to go 
down. But the environmental 
and animal rights communities 
do not give up loved ones light- 
ly. They have spent incredible 
emotional, temporal, financial 
and legal resources on prisoner 
support. 

Far be it from a couple of lawyers to tell people what 
to think and do. But it is worth considering what an 
even more positive impact this creative and empathic 
community could have if it weren't so drained trying 
to free loved ones from legal snares, let alone outfox 
the state on its own high tech turf. Global awareness 
about climate change and the excesses of capitalism 
are gaining momentum, and we could use more peo- 
ple to connect the two. In that sense, the competition 
for hearts and minds is still where some of the best 
direct action is. Subtract fire and the rhetoric of vio- 
lence, and strip the FBI of its biggest excuse for harass- 
ing environmentalists. 

Ben Rosenfeld and Lauren Regan are attorneys specializing 
in civil rights and criminal defense. Lauren is the former ex- 
ecutive director of the nonprofit Civil Liberties Defense Center 
based in Eugene, Oregon (vvww.cldc.ORG), and Ben, based 
in San Francisco, is a board member. 




Rabia y Action (Rage and Action) is I I 
a publication that serves as a medium U 
of information about the radical ac- 
tions for animals and the Earth in 
Mexico, in all America and around P 
the world. The first publication was re- 
leased in October 2008 when a flurry 
of actions from distinct eco-anarchist 
cells struck the properties of exploit- 
ers. From there, the collective began 
to see these actions multiply. There 
was discussion of releasing a publica- 
tion that gives support and advice for 
the national expansion of the utiliza- 
tion of direct action. So far, we have 
published six issues that are avail- 
able for free as downloads through 
Liberacion Total and Accion Vegana. 
Within our pages, we report a listing 
of actions for animal and Earth libera- 
tion, both national and international 
communiques, texts on activist secu- 
rity, the situation of vegan prisoners 
in Mexico, reflections and analysis on the 
movement, translated texts from periodi- 
cals like Bite Back, No Compromise and Re- 
sistance, interviews with veterans of the 
ALF as well as interviews with individu- 
als from Chile, Uruguay and Argentina 
about their struggles. 

From what we have read in different 
communiques, the ALF in Mexico has 
the same structural form as other direct 
action groups: that of informality and 
affinity between a group of no more 
than 10 people together with the same 
end in mind: to achieve the liberation 
of the individual, animals and the Earth 
through sabotage against the corpora- 
tions that attack the Earth and govern- 
mental institutions and their so-called 
environmentally "friendly" laws. 

In Mexico, the strategy most used is that 
of ongoing conflict, always being on the 
offensive, using strategic as a strategy to 
shut down the centers of extermination. 
We have seen that some cells are active 
with small sabotage, meanwhile other 
cells plan much more risky actions. We see 
continuity as of vital importance, always 
demonstrating to our companeros in the 
jails that we will never be defeated. 

From the beginning, ALF cells began 
attacking restaurants and butchers. 
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Paint bombings, which caused tremen- 
dous damage due to the large amount 
of sabotage committed on a nightly 
basis. We highlight these acts, because 
even though they are 'small, they have 
a lasting impact in terms of property 
damage. Overnight, Mexico became 
one of the most active countries, be- 
ing compared to the activists of Eng- 
land and Sweden because of this spate 
of small actions. In December 2008, 
a poultry shop was forced to- close; in 
May 2009, it was a butcher shop that 
closed after an arson attack by an ALF 
cell in Guadalajara; in the same month 
a cockfighting business also went bank- 
rupt after several threats by the ALF in 
the State of Mexico; in August 2009, 
it was a Burger King that closed with 
these acts of sabotage. 

At a very early stage, abolitionists be- 
gan to use incendiary devices, which 
has had great economic repercussions 
for animal exploiters. One example 
was the arson attack with one of these 
devices against the "Guanajuato Lion 
Expo Fair of Leather and Footwear" in 
the State of Mexico, which almost com- 
pletely burned down the entire expo, 
dealing a tough blow economically to 
several fur franchises. Along with prop- 


erty damage, we consider animal 
liberations effective, no matter how 
and where animals were released. 
What matters is that one has broken 
completely with the passivity of re- 
formist groups and moved into ac- 
tion, rescuing and releasing dozens 
of animals directly from captivity. 

I Mexico has seen different coordi- 
g nations of actions, some to destroy 
| Earth-destroying Telmex, the largest 
| phone company, some to destroy 
I Banamex bank ATMs and others to 
| liberate animals. In September, an in- 
is ternational campaign was launched 
! against MaxMara Mexico which had 
| a huge impact, not because of pro- 
jf tests and demonstrations, but be- 
ll cause the day that this international 
S campaign began, a butane gas bomb 
detonated in one of the stores that 
sells fashionable torture as clothing 
to one of the more affluent areas in 
the heart of the Mexican capital. 

We have never been coordinated be- 
tween countries. Each group acts ac- 
cording to its imagination and seeks 
to destroy the established order. There 
have been actions, for example in 
Mexico and in Chile, where they have 
attacked many McDonald's in the 
same month, but we know that there is 
only a tacit coordination among these 
countries. 

Indigenous peoples are also an impor- 
tant part of the struggle against anthropo- 
centrism, as they have a deep-rooted cul- 
ture of care for the environment. Many 
indigenous communities protect forests. 
Some are radical and destroy machines 
that destroy the Earth, such as excava- 
tors, trucks, offices and so forth. The 2010 
People's World Conference on Climate 
Change and the Rights of Mother Earth 
in Bolivia was important in -favoring in- 
digenous and environmental rights, but 
if they truly want to save the world, not 
only do they need to take into account 
traditional themes, but they must ap- 
preciate all revolutionary positions. 
If struggles against anthropocentrism 
were more comprehensive and less 
centralized, they would become a real 
headache for all governments. 
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Prisoners Among Us: 

SmjpjpoDn^ & SopDfidlaMliy 


By Tre Arrow 

On March 13, 2004, I was arrested in Victoria, Brit- 
ish Colombia, ending a 19-month run from the FBI. For 
more than four years, I was locked up with no idea of 
when (or if) I'd get out. Unlike others who are sentenced 
and can focus on a release date for some sort of comfort, 
I had nothing to count on regarding my release. I had a 
life sentence hanging over my head for my involvement 
in a pair of arsons in which no living being was hurt. My 
legal matters were complicated by the fact that I was in a 
foreign country and was appealing for political asylum. 
Almost four years after I was arrested, I was extradited 
back to Stumptown (Portland), where I spent the next 
six months incarcerated at Multnomah County Deten- 
tion Center (MCDC), Oregon. By August '08, after enter- 
ing into a non-cooperation plea agreement, I finally had 
a release date! 

Those many years of anxiety and uncertainty regarding 
my fate were certainly mitigated by the abundant sup- 
port I received in the form of letters, visits and fundrais- 
ing for my legal defense. I would not have endured had 
it not been for the love from so many concerned people. 
The way I see it, we need to focus on three crucial ele- 
ments regarding prisoner support: first of all, what can 
we all do, both individually and collectively, to support 
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prisoners while they are incarcerated (pre- and post-sen- 
tencing); secondly, how can we best support the folks go- 
ing through the transition from prisoner to humyn in 
a not-so-functional culture; and lastly, what procedures 
and precautions are incumbent upon us to take to prevent 
more of our friends and loved ones from being locked in 
cages? A component to strong and effective environmen- 
tal, humyn and animal rights campaigns is prisoner sup- 


port. While it's important 
to take every measure 
possible to avoid being 
arrested in the first place, 
preparing for potential 
long-term incarceration 
is prudent and practical. 

Some people may feel 
awkward or fearful when 
it comes to knowing what 
to do or say to someone 
living in prison. Even if 
folk haven’t been impris- 
oned and have difficulty relating to the mental and 
emotional turmoil a prisoner may be experiencing, the 
most important thing to remember is that no action is 
too small or insignificant. Making oneself available to 
a prisoner can offer a kind of refuge unavailable inside 
prison walls. For me, making phone calls to friends and 
allies helped me get through the omnipresent monot- 
ony and hostility of prison life. We were not allowed 
to receive phone calls or have access to the Internet. 
So I’d call people, and they'd read me emails folks had 
sent me. I would then dictate my words back to them, 
and they'd type them in and send them off. I'd also 
call folks and have them be my personal DJ. I'd re- 
quest songs I loved to hear. The music fed my soul and 
transported me out of the prison walls (if only for a 
little while) to past memories and experiences. Know- 
ing that people were sending me love, support, prayers 
and positive, protective energy literally saved my life 
and kept me strong during the most challenging times. 
By all accounts, things could've been far worse for me. 
It may be easy to feel helpless, disempowered and frus- 
trated when thinking of the folks we love who are im- 
prisoned, but never doubt that a simple word and act 
of love and support can make the difference between 
surviving and thriving. 

I think post-prison support is an integral element 
of prisoner support. The transition can be excruciat- 
ingly riveting. I was caged for more than five years. 
I was shackled at hands, feet and waist whenever I 
was transported from one facility to another. In the 
early morning hours of June 8, 2009, I packed up 
my things, took off the prison uniform and changed 
into some street clothes my parents had sent me. I 
walked to a small window like I was going to a bank 
teller. A woman handed me the $160 that was in my 
account (the only money I had to my name). Then I 
stepped through the prison doors into a bright, hot, 
sunny, summer day... no escort, no guards, no chains 
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or shackles. I was driven to the Reno airport. I showed 
my prison ID at the check-in counter and was handed 
the airplane ticket purchased by the Bureau of Prisons 
(BOP). The man at the counter asked me if I was a fre- 
quent flier member. 

I landed in Stumptown at 4:20 p.m. My friends greeted 
me at the waiting area with spring water and some of my 
favorite raw, vegan food! Then we all hiked to the half- 
way house where I checked in... and became a prisoner 
once again. I think some may have the impression that 
once we're released from prison all is well, and we don’t 
need anymore support. In my opinion, that's a terrible 
assumption. The transition from prison to the halfway 
house, then to home confinement was very challenging 
for me. I was trying to recapture parts of my life that 
were on hold or lost or stolen from me for many years. 
1 was allowed some freedoms, yet was still treated like a 
prisoner by the halfway-house staff (I was still considered 
a prisoner by the BOP until December 4, 2009). Lining 
up some cash, a comfortable place to live and a decent 
job that meets the needs of the person getting out of 
prison is extremely important to help ease the blow of 
next-to-no preparation for life outside of prison. Having 
someone to talk to, someone to process with and confide 
in, can be very helpful. I encourage supporters to help 
post-prisoners' access mental and emotional healing mo- 
dalities to help release the trauma and dysfunction of 
living in an intensely inhumane setting for long periods 
of time. 

While we are supporting prisoners to the best of our 
abilities, it's imperative that we simultaneously focus 
on preventing any other activists from being nabbed by 
the state. Activists need to be very clear about the con- 
sequences and persecution that is a potential result from 
engaging in direct action. The agents of repression are as 
fierce as ever. One night's action can result in a quarter 
of a century of incarceration. We need to be very careful 
who we trust and associate with. If you choose to act, do 
not brag about or discuss any details of past or potential 
future actions. If at all possible, conduct actions on your 
own or with one other person you trust with your life. 
The fewer people involved, the fewer potential snitches. 
One final point of support is to remember to acknowledge 
to those living behind bars that their passion, efforts and 
actions have not been in vain. They heed to know they 
haven't been forgotten, that there are others on the out- 
side continuing to defend our precious Earth mother and 
innocent animal friends. Until all is protected, until all is 
kept wild and until all are free ... we will persevere! 

While on the run, Tre topped the FBI's most-wanted list. He has 
been involved in a wide-range of activism, including his famous 
1 1-day Forest Service office ledge occupation and even a mn for 
Congress. He is a musician and public speaker who can be con- 
tacted through the Earth First! Speakers Bureau, www.speakers. 
EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG. 


monde" (Gravediggers 
of the Old World) 

Since its early days, the Earth First! Journal has been a 
voice for supporting imprisoned eco-warriors. Going on 
ten years now, we’ve been running a prisoner page with 
regular updates, making us the most consistent and 
widely available resource on ecological prisoner support 
in print. 

An important lesson that we've learned through this 
decade's Green Scare is that real solidarity with eco-pris- 
oners means also expressing solidarity with the prison 
abolitionist movement. We've seen that isolation is a 
strong tool in the arsenal of repression, and we must 
search for allies and mutual relationships with others 
experiencing that reality. 

For that reason, while the focus of the Journal’s pris- 
oner page is on eco-defenders, caged animal liberation- 
ists and prisoners of indigenous land struggles, we also 
include prisoners who are incarcerated for their beliefs 
and actions aimed towards liberation from the current 
system and organizations that oppose the Prison-Indus- 
trial Complex (PIC) in its entirety. 

A disconcerting detail that our long-time readers may 
have noticed in the past five years is that our prisoner- 
listing pages have come to occupy more space in our 
publication than the EF! activist directory. The other 
side of this is that we also have a substantial base of 
subscribers and correspondents behind bars. In a coun- 
try that is increasingly incarcerating its marginal and 
rebellious communities, we feel prison is an important 
place for the Journal to be in wide circulation. 

We know from feedback that these Journals circulate 
exponentially; for every subscriber behind bars, count- 
less prisoners have it pass through their hands. Today 
we have volunteers who learned of us in prison and, 
upon release, have been able to help us at the Journal 
office. 

We are proud to reach thousands of readers and orga- 
nizers on the inside. Continuing this requires consistent 
support from people on the outside, as most prisoner 
subscriptions come from donations. 
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Because this 30th anniversary issue of the Journal is 
intended to be a timeless piece, we have not includ- 
ed the usual prisoner listings, as addresses change fre- 
quently. We will continue this feature in expanded 
form with our future publications. In the meantime, for 
those with Internet access, please note that our website 
has been updated with many ecological and political 
prisoners from around the world, as well as extensive 
links to international prisoner solidarity projects (WWW. 
EARTHFiRSTJOURNAL.ORG). Below we have included a list 
of longstanding groups, along with their physical con- 
tact information, for those who have no Internet access 
or are just keeping it real in the unplugged world. 

Lastly, we feel it's important to note that we do not 
make any assumptions about the truth of the state's 
allegations unless individual prisoners have fully and 
voluntarily declared responsibility outside of their court 
proceedings. Nor do we pass judgment on the chosen 
tactics of the prisoners we list. If 
they are listed, it is because we also £ _ — " ■ 

feel the urgency reflected in their 
actions; they reflect -a courage and 
commitment that many of us dream [ V 
of and long for in our hearts. q/TTf 7 

Prisoner Solidarity Groups and JLr 

Resources: - ' 

• American Civil Liberties Union ^ Jn \ 

National Prison Project (ACLU- • , 7T~\ Yj 

NPP), 125 Broad St., 18th Floor, tAA) \ 
New York, NY 10004; (212) 549- , V U\ | 

2500; www.aclu.org/prisoners- i Wr / \1 

rights. Dedicated to ensuring US | 

prisons, jails, juvenile facilities 
and immigration detention cen- 
ters comply with the Constitution, federal law, and 
international human rights principles, and to address- 
ing the crisis of over-incarceration. 

• Anarchist Black Cross Federation. Two active groups 
in the US are: New York City ABCF, POB 110034, 
Brooklyn, NY 11211; Los Angeles ABCF, POB 11223, 
Whittier, CA, 90603; www.abcf.net. Focuses on the 
overall support and defense of political prisoners and 
prisoners of war. 

• Books To Prisoners c/o Left Bank Books 92 Pike St., Box 
A, Seattle, WA 98101; www.bookstooregonprisoners. 
ORG. One of the largest organizations sending books 
to prisoners across the US; there are others, many of 
whom focus on one state. Books To Prisoners also 
works in conjunction with other agencies that sup- 
port prisoner literacy. 

* 

• Earth Liberation Prisoners (ELP) Support Network, BM Box 
2407, London, WC1N 3XX, England; Produces the interna- 
tional ELP newsletter, www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk 


Civil Liberties Defense Center, 259 E. 5th Ave., Suite 
300A, Eugene, OR 97401; (541) 687-9180; WWW. CLDC. 
org. Research and development of strategic litigation 
to assist political prisoneres in maintaining access to 
mail and adequate health care, and to prevent harass- 
ment and punishment by prison officials based upon 
inmates' personal ethics. They also visit, educate, and 
provide legal materials, referrals and representation to 
political prisoners. 

Critical Resistance, National Office, 1904 Franklin 
St., Ste. 504, Oakland, CA 94612; (510) 444-0484; 
www.criticalresistance.org. Prison abolition group 
which "seeks to build an international movement to 
end the Prison Industrial Complex by challenging 
the belief that caging and controlling people makes 
us safe." 

PI • National Jericho Movement, POB 1272, 
^ New York, NY 10013; www.thejericho- 
movement.com. Maintains extensive, up- 
dated information on political prisoners 
and prisoners of war in the US. While fo- 
I cused on national liberation struggles, they 
I also encourage support for eco-prisoners. 


• National Lawyers Guild, 132 Nassau 
St., RM 922, New York, NY 10038; WWW. 
NLG.ORG. Produces the "Jailhouse Lawyers 
Handbook" on how to bring a federal law- 
suit to challenge violations of your rights 
in prison, for $2 in stamps, check or mon- 
ey order to "NLG." 


— — . 

Prison Activist Resource Center, POB 
70447 Oakland, CA 94612; (510) 893- 
4648; www.prisonactivist.ORG. "First point of con- 
tact for people to connect with prisoners' rights or- 
ganizations, community organizations, prison litera- 
ture and arts projects, family and visiting resources, 
health care and legal resources, parole and pre-release 
resources, and the prison abolition movement." 

Prison Legal News, POB 2420, West Brattleboro, VT 
05303; (802) 257-1342; WWW.PRIS0NLEGALNEWS.ORG. 
Publication which highlights mail censorship, sexual 
abuse by prison guards and prison overcrowding; often 
takes on the role of prisoner advocate, going to court 
against states and private prison operators 

Transgender, Gender Variant and Intersex Justice Proj- 
ect, 342 9th St., Suite 202B, San Francisco, CA 94103; 
(415) 252-1444; www.tgijp.ORG. Dedicated to chal- 
lenging and ending human rights abuses — including 
rape, discrimination and medical neglect — against 
transgender, gender-variant, genderqueer and inter- 
sex people in prison. 
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"Certain human cultures have been waging war against the 
Earth for millennia. I chose to fight on the side of bears, moun- 
tain lions, skunks, bats, saguaros, cliff rose and all things wild. 
I am just the most recent casualty in that war. But tonight I 
have made a jail break — I am returning home, to the Earth, to 
the place of my origins." 

— Bill Rodgers, “A valon, " December 21, 2005, from a note found in 
ms jail cell after being indicted on charges related to the Vail arson. 



Many friends and fellow activ- 
ists have fallen in the struggle for the 
Earth, for their land-base and for the 
liberation of animals. In the last three 
decades we've seen casualties through- 
out the world. 

Last year was a sad milestone for 
Earth First!, as it saw the passing of 
both Arne Naess (January 12, 2009), 
the Norwegian philosopher activist 
who introduced the world to the con- 
cept of deep ecology in his seminal lec- 
ture, and Bill Devall (June 26, 2009), 
environmental activist and teacher, 
who brought deep ecology to Earth 
First!. 

The following list is far from exhaus- 
tive — for example, we only list nine of 
the 50,000 Nigerians idlled on behalf of 
Shell and other industrial interests in 
the country; we list none from China or 
India. Still, we feel that it is important 
to remember the names and stories of 
some who have lost their lives while 
reaching for the common goal of eco- 
logical justice and wild liberty, recog- 
nizing that they represent the countless 
unnamed victims and martyrs. We also 
honor the people who have influenced 
and inspired our movement who've re- 
turned to the Earth through various cir- 
cumstances. 

Some that we have lost to the 
struggle or that have returned to the 
Earth include: David "Gypsy" Chain, 
Vikki Moore, Barry Horne, Jo, Beth 
"Horehound" O'Brien, Raven, Robert 
"Naya" Bryan, Standing Deer Wilson, 
Craig "Thunder" Beneville, John Za- 
elit, Bill Turk, Tom Worby, Karl Von 
Notten, Carol Kratz, Tim Lengerich, 
Mark Blecher, "Walkin' Jim" Stoltz, 
Matthew Haun, Bugis, Sequoia, Greg 
Shin Do Bechle, Tony Merten, Carlo 
Giuliani, Isa Bryant, Mike Hill, Jill 
Phipps, Jessiah, Seth, Huang Hai 
Lee, Rachel Corrie, MaVynee Betsch, 
Kirsten Brydum, Sali Eiler, Tom Hurn- 
dall, Andy Harrop, Sicknote, Sera, fes- 
ter, Poet, Captain, Lil' Mikey... May 
all your spirits live on, forever wild. 

The next issue of the Journal will 
feature stories of several individuals 
listed above. 


Murdered in Defense of Mother Earth 

Francisco "Chico" Mendes, 1988 

Brazilian ecologist and environmental activist who worked 
in defense of the Amazon rain forests, shot to death near his 
home in Xapuri. 

Leroy Jackson, October 1993 
Dine (Navajo) activist engaged in campaigns to end logging in 
the ponderosa pine forests of the Chuska Mountains, found mur- 
dered by poison atop the Brazos Cliffs near Chama, New Mexico. 
The Ogoni Nine, November 1995 

Ken Saro-Wiwa, Saturday Dobee, Nordu Eawo, Daniel 
Gbooko, Paul Levera, Felix Nuate, Baribor Bera, Barinem Kio- 
bel and John Kpuine; hanged by the military dictatorship of 
Nigeria for struggling against the destruction of Ogoni land by 
the Shell oil company. 

Carlos Roberto Flores, June 2001 

Honduran environmental activist, shot to death by guards 
of hydroelectric company Energisa, which was building a dam 
in the Sierra de Agalta National Park. 

Bartolomeu Morais da Silva, July 2002 

Brazilian farmer who led the struggle against illegal logging, 
land fraud and destructive large-scale infrastructure projects; 
found with his legs broken, shot to death. 

Carlos Arturo Reyes, July 2003 

Honduran anti-logging activist shot after Amnesty Interna- 
tional found a death list with his name on it. 

Dorothy Mae Stang, February 2005 

US-born activist, environmentalist and nun, murdered in the 
city of Anapu in the Amazon Basin of Brazil. She had a 30-year 
history of organizing in the region, receiving numerous death 
threats from loggers and large landowners. 

Valmir Mota de Oliveira, October 2007 

Shot and killed during a protest at a Syngenta farm in the 
southern Brazilian state of Parana. According to the Landless 
Rural Workers' Movement (MST), the farm illegally produced ge- 
netically modified crops within a protected environmental zone 
close to the internationally acclaimed Iguacu water falls. 
Stanislav Markelov, Anastasia Baburova 
January 2009 

Markelov was a lawyer for environmental, anti-fascist, labor 
and Chechen activists. He and Baburova, an activist and jour- 
nalist, were assassinated in Moscow by a neo-Nazi affiliate. 
Eliezer "Boy" Billanes, March 2009 

Filipino anti-mining environmentalist in the Mindanao region 
shot dead confronting the multinational mining corporation 
Xstrata. Others who were killed recently for the anti-mining 
cause in the Phillipines include Fernando Sarmiento, Armin 
Marin, Ricardo Ganad, Gensun Agustin and Samson Rivera. 
Ramiro Rivera, Dora Alicia Red nos Sorto, December 2009 
Members of the Cabanas Environment Committee, organiz- 
ing against mining by Pacific Rim corporation in El Salvador. Ri- 
vera was shot dead while under 24-hour police surveillance. Prior 
to his murder he survived being shot eight times in the month of 
August. Recinos Sorto was pregnant at the time of her murder. 
Desidario Camangyan, June 2010 

Anti-logging activist, journalist and radio host in the Philip- 
pine province of Davao Oriental, gunned down while hosting 
an amateur singing contest. His wife and child were in the 
audience. 




BY STARHAWK 

The following is an excerpt from an article written by Starhawk 
following the killing of Earth First! activist Brad Will. 

This year I'm calling the Dead. So I've been thinking a lot 
about death, and singing the song we will use to sing the 
Dead over into a place of renewal. Just before bed, I check 
my email, and I learn that a young man has died, shot to 
death in Oaxaca where he has gone to cover the teachers' 
strike and the people's insurrection for Indymedia. His name 
is Brad Will. I stare at his picture, trying to remember if I 
know him from all the demonstrations and mobilizations 
and meetings we have undoubtedly been at together. 

In Miami, my friend Andy reminds me: After a wild rit- 
ual collaboration between the Pagan cluster and the black 
bloc, a young man stepped forward with a guitar and be- 
gan singing Desert Rat's song about Seattle, "When the 
Tear Gas Fills the Sky." That was Brad — alive, singing, defi- 
ant. 'I will wash the pepper from your face, and go with 
you to jail, And if you don't make it through this fight, I 
swear I'll tell your tale...'" 

I didn't know him'well, but I know so many like him.... 
Filing stories at midnight on electronic networks set up 
by young geniuses with duct tape and component parts 
in dusty, Third World towns, eating cold pasta out of old 
yogurt tops and sleeping on floors. Hitching rides into war 
zones and crossing borders. 

And now another one of the tribe is dead, shot down 
in Oaxaca where a five-month teachers' strike became a 
full-blown insurrection, the kind that radicals dream of, 


with streets full of barricades and ordinary people rising 
up against a rigged election and- a corrupt, dictatorial gov- 
ernor.... Brad Will was there, with camera and computer, 
to be a set of eyes. 

We Pagans have no dogma, no official Book of the Dead to 
outline the soul's journey. If we share any belief in common, 
it is simply this: that death is part of a cycle that includes re- 
generation and renewal. That just as the falling leaves decay to 
fertilize the roots of trees, each death feeds some rebirth. 

Death transforms us. The tribe of world-changers has its 
list of martyrs and the much longer list of names in some 
other language — Spanish, indigenous, Arabic and so many 
others — who die every day. 

We Pagans don't like to glorify martyrs, but we know 
that "sacrifice" means "to make sacred." In an instant, 
that ordinary comrade you remember singing at the fire 
or arguing at the meeting, someone you might have been 
charmed or irritated by or attracted to, or not, someone 
who showed no mark of doom or prescience of what was 
to come, becomes uplifted into another realm, part sym- 
bol, part victim, locus of our deepest love and rage.. 

Yet we, the living, have some choice in how we respond 
to death, and what transformation we undergo..,. Grief 
can open the heart to courage and compassion; rage can 
move us to action. Out of loss comes regeneration: a ter- 
rible beauty is born. 

A death like Brad's calls us all to deeper levels of cour- 
age, to be eyes that refuse to shut in the face of oppres- 
sion, voices that sing out for justice, hands that build a 
transformed world. 


TeH Them To Come With Fire in Their Bellies' 


"One day the fire grew in my belly. The fire is the work we came to do in this life. When we are domesticated, the fire is dimin- 
ished and sometimes put out. We forget our soul urge." —Joan Norman 

The following is from an interview with Joan Norman print- 
ed in Z Magazine, June 2005; reprinted in the Earth First! 

Journal, Beltane, May-June 2005. Norman was killed shortly 
after, on July 23, in a head-on car crash on Highway 99 near 
Cave function. She had spent her last months defending the Sis- 
kiyou National Forest from the Biscuit logging operations. She 


was arrested more than 100 times in her life for standing up 
against injustice. She protested for equal rights in the South in 
the 1 960s and joined the Vietnam War protests. She stood up 
against nuclear testing in Nevada, the School of the Americas 
in Georgia and the World Trade Organization in 1999. 

I am not afraid. 1 am 75 years old. Do you know what this 
culture has in store for me, an old woman? They will wait for 
me to be sick at the end of my life and then strap me to feed- 
ing tubes, pump deadly drugs into me, put me on a machine 
to make my lungs go up and down and wait for me to die. I 
am not bound to go out that way. No, I \Vould rather go out 
in a blaze, defending the world I love. I will be on the front- 
lines someday, and my soul will know the time to go, and I 
will just leave. I will make that decision. Knowing this, I am 
not afraid. 1 am more afraid that my grandchildren will think 
I did not try hard enough to leave them a legacy of peace and 
a world worth living in. 

Last Monday, they came and removed me from the 
bridge I was blocking by carrying me in my chair to the 
edge of t4»e sheriff's vehicle. They put me down there and 


thought I would stay put. Then the officers went off to 
arrest someone else. I got up and moved my chair back 
to my space, my sovereign space. An officer yelled, "Hey, 
you are not supposed to do that! Get' back over where I put 
you." I just laughed. People have been trying to get me to 
be where they put me all my life. I have a right to stand up 
against evil, and I will. 

This fight to save the forests came to me through my 
grandson. I was not much of an outdoors person. I had 
never had a chance to live near and explore a truly wild 
place. My grandson lived on the edge of a forest. He spent 
from early in the morning to nightfall exploring it. 

He said "Grandma, it's so beautiful and amazing in the 
forest, you have to come with me so 1 can show you." So I 
went with him. It was hard for my old bones and joints, f 
had fo try to go up these steep paths and over logs on the 
trail, but I did. And what he showed me was just so amazing. 
We should all go into the forest with young children. They 
see it as it is meant to be seen, with the innocence of a be- 
ing still connected to the Earth. They see it the way humans 
lived it for thousands of years. I can only say that you cannot 
read about nature and wild places, you have to go there. And 
once you do, no threat of jail will keep you from preserving 
them. We need to stand up and protect these places. This is 
why, at this time of my life, after all I have tried to defend, I 
am a forest defender. 
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In Living Memory of Calico Future 


by Thistle There were others who had ridden 

their bikes long distances to reach 
For the past seven years, I have the Rondy, furthering our solidarity 
been using the bicycle as a tool for and resolve to use the bicycle as an 
community building to enhance the alternative, long-distance form of 
quality of my life and the possibility transportation, 
of people rising up against capital- 
ist economics and working togeth- 
er to bring about a shift in culture 
to one that is based directly on re- 
spect for the Earth. 




b’Crnei 
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village culture can be traced to sev- 
eral factors. Our passion and inten- 
tions helped spin a web that co- 
created an atmosphere of mutual 
aid, respect, trust and community- 
rooted imagination that influenced 
the overall feeling of the ride. Sec- 
ondly, Neverwood Collective — the 
organizers of the ride — reached out 
to community piembers in Madison 
to talk openly about group power 
dynamics and strategies for alleviat- 
ing stress that may get put on the 
group due to lack of structure, mis- 
communications and different ways 
of approaching sensitive issues. 

Thankfully, in 2008, the "Ride 
Guide" was introduced by Tops of 
the Neverwood Collective, outlining 
our whole route and itinerary. It was 
also loaded with helpful hints and 
tips for village bike-riding, including 
a set of guidelines and a sexual as- 
sault policy discussed with all partici- 
pants before the ride. The Ride Guide 
definitely made a huge difference in 
the comfort-level of our riders — who 
always knew where they were, where 



their food was coming from and 
where there was shelter and water. 


As organizers of the 2008 village, 
the Neverwood Collective designed 
a decision-making process that lim- 
ited the necessity for large group dis- 
cussions. This step, taken before the 
whole village got together, empow- 
ered the collective to make decisions 
about logistics, community service 
projects and the riders that formed the 
village. We decided to create an appli- 
cation that included questions about 
personality, strengths, weaknesses and 
philosophies of organizing. We asked 


each applicant to provide us 
with two people to vouch 
for their responsibility and 
respectability. We generally 
employed the principle that 
if people are asked to invest 
in the village, then they will 
be better villagers. 

The Madtown 2 Motown 
Bike Ride of Resilience 

After the ride of 2008, or- 



ganizers in Madison began looking 
for another exciting destination to 
design yet another Grassroutes Cara- 
van (GRC) bike ride. My friend Seth 
proposed that we ride in a mobile 
village to Detroit for the US Social 
Forum. So we did! The forum was a 
worthy destination because it drew 
thousands of activists together from 
all walks of life to engage in com- 
munity work projects, discussions 
of movement building and opportu- 
nities for strengthening our radical 
networks. 


physical challenge, along with the 
' presence of children, created a group 
dynamic of empowerment. 

People Power in the GRC 

There are more GRCs to be had! 
Currently, we are working on a mini- 
adventure to an emerging eco-com- 
munity just outside of Edgerton, Wis- 
consin, to give folks a taste of mobile 
village life. Recently, GRC organizers 
identified three key aspects to the phi- 
losophy of what we are doing to put 
humans back in touch with our tribal 


We decided to contact the Skills for 
a New Millennium Tour, a mobile col- 
lective of folks who travel the coun- 
try and provide workshops to indi- 
viduals, groups and youth from their 
school bus transformed into the "per- 
mibus." We asked them if they would 
provide food and medical support to 
the Grassroutes Caravan riding bikes 
to Detroit and they agreed to join us. 
Delyla, Stan, Lorca and Megan added 
comfort, care and a medic team to 
our bicycle village. Upon arriving to 
Detroit for the Social Fomm, they ini- 
tiated a food co-op group that would 
provide us with two meals a day while 
we participated in the forum. "Think 
of us as your village heart/hearth 
space" Delyla told a member of the 
Elements Collective, the organizing 
group for the 2010 ride. 

The Madtown 2 Motown ride mo- 
bilized 23 adults and three children 
to face the additional challenges of 
geography, weather and longer rid- 
ing days. In 2008, we never had a 
day of more than 55 miles, but in 
2010, we rode over 60 miles together 
on three days of the trip. This added 


roots and right relationship to nature. 

On a Grassroutes Caravan ride, 
the bicycle is used as a tool of long- 
distance transportation, but also as 
a tool for our social and economic 
liberation from capitalist ways of re- 
lating to each other and the Earth. 

GRC riders volunteer their "peo- 
ple power" to the local communi- 
ties we pass through and stay with 
as we ride to our destination. We 
give back as much or more to grass- 
roots efforts for societal improve- 
ment and enjoyment as we go. GRC 
riders work in community gardens, 
help paint fences, clear brush and 
pick up trash, and generally help 
out with whatever work projects 
our hosts present to us. 

With oil spills abounding and mili- 
tarism protecting Capitalist interests 
and climate change-related catastro- 
phes, it seems more and more impor- 
tant to get on a bike and pedal into 
another world beyond exploitation. 

For more information, visit WWW. 
GRASSROUTESCARAVAN.ORG. Look OUt 
for Thistles' music on the fourthcoming 
30th Anniversary EF! Compilation CD. 
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Voice From Black Mesa\ 






mm 


A Translated Speech by Pauline 
Whitesinger at a Public Speak Out on 
Issues Confronting the Indigenous Life- 
ways of the Dine People of Black Mesa 
in Transcripts from a forum on Black 
Mesa 2005. 

She's talking about the Black Mesa 
coal mining by Peabody Western 
Coal Company. She lives about 15 
miles south of there as the crow 
flies. "It's very noticeable because 
every time they blast you see the 
clouds of dust and smoke corning 
up on the horizon. In the morning 
you have the petrol exhaust and the 
dust from the blast settling down in 
the canyon, Blue Canyon, in that 
area where she lives. So she says 
that the land that she is living on is 
also affected by the coal mining. To 
her people there the land is called 
Dzjf Ijiin Asdz, the dark mountain 
woman. This is how they know this 
land. She is a great spirit, this is what 
she was told. Today she is also being 
disrespected with the coal mining 
operations. Again they are taking a 
precious and sacred thing from her 
body. It is a similar thing to the for- 
est service saying that we want to 





COAL 


use your urine up on top 
of the mountain [to make 
snow for the Arizona 
Snow Bowl ski resort on 
the sacred San Francisco 
Peaks]. The coal mine is 
carving out this Great 
Spirit that is a physical 
being alive; that breathes 
and thinks. Our mother 
is being carved up there. 

They have dug into her body and 
extracted chunks of her liver, and 
they are carrying them off . 

"Bits of her lungs, taking that all 
out. We know that, once her inter- 
nal organs have been extracted, hu- 
manity is going to start experienc- 
ing all kinds of diseases from this 
thing that they did, from butcher- 
ing the mother alive. If the mine is 
further permitted or expanded, the 
coal company will eventually kill 
her. Once she dies, there will be 
nothing left inside of her, and her 
body will collapse. We will go with 
this collapse, and we will be buried 
in all this rubble at the bottom of 
this sunken area. This is what can be 
expected if we allow the mining to 
continue. Eventually they will pull 
her heart out and that will of course 
kill her. 

"We understand, as indigenous 
people, that all the things that are 
taken out are precious. But it doesn't 
mean that we should exploit it. They 
are precious. They are sacred. They 
all have to interact amongst them- 
selves in order to provide us life. 
The Navajo Nation government is 
supporting expansion of the mine. 
We heard that they are in agreement 
with the coal company. This collu- 
sion will continue to affect the wa- 
ter. For many years I have lived next 
to the big canyon, in the bottom of 
the canyon there was a little stream 
that flowed year round. Now I take 
the sheep down there and there's 
nothing flowing anymore. It's been 
like this for several years now. The 
seeps on the side of the cliffs have 
dried up. A lot of the natural springs 
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too. There were places where you 
could go and just dig a few inches 
with your hands, and water would 
start coming out. Now you go and 
there's nothing, just a basin with dry 
clay. Where several years ago there 
was a clear blue pond, now there is 
cracked, dry dirt. This is how we are 
witnessing the effects of what the 
coal company is doing. The mine 
has to be closed. The mining has 
to be stopped. Yes, there is employ- 
ment. Yes, there is wealth in terms 
of money. There are jobs that will 
be lost. We understand that. If our 
communities could be more inno- 
vative and creative, we could create 
other jobs that would fill this need 
rather than just go butchering the 
mother. With the mine we continue 
to allow Washington to rule us, and 
let ourselves think that that is the 
only brain that we can live under. 
This is not so. They are robbing us of 
our children as we go along blindly 
with their plan about the coal. Send- 
ing them off to fight that war. This 
is what they have done to us, and 
what they continue to do to us. So 
we should put an end to this mine, 
I think." 

That is what Pauline Whitesinger 
wanted to say here today. Thank 
you. 

The recently approved carbon cap- 
ture storage project will capture the coal 
firing plant emissions and use clean 
water to pump the carbon an estimated 
9,000 feet into tire ground to be stored 
near their major aquifer. False solutions 
to climate change and large scale coal 
extraction must be stopped! For more 
information visit: BLACKMESAIS.ORG 
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By The Senior Aboriginal 
Women's Council 

l 

The Aboriginal women of South Aus- 
tralia have survived 50 years of govern- 
ment-sanctioned nuclear contamination 
of their traditional desert lands — from 
nuclear weapons tests to one of the 
world's largest uranium mines. So when 
the federal government announced 
plans to bury nuclear waste from Syd- 
ney in their backyard, they said, "Irati 
Wanti" — the poison, leave it. 

We know the country. The poison 
the government is talking about 
will poison the land. We say "No 
radioactive dump in our Ngura — in 
our country." It's strictly poison and 
we don't want it. 

We were bom on the Earth, not 
in the hospital. We were bom in 
the sand. Mother never put us in 
the water and washed us when we 
were bom. They dried us with the 
sand. Then they put us fireside with 
no blankets. In the warm sand. And 
after that, when the cord came off, 
they put us through the smoke. We 
know the land. From babies, we grew 
up on the land. Never mind that our 
country is the desert. That's where 
we belong. We love where we be- 
long, the whole land. We know the 
stories for the land. The Seven Sisters 
traveled right across, in the begin- 


ning. They formed the land. It's very 
important that Tjukur — the Law, the 
Dreaming — must not be disturbed. 
The Seven Sisters are everywhere. 
We can show you the dance of the 
Seven Sisters. 

Listen to us! The desert lands are 
not as dry as you think! Can't the 
government plainly see that there 
is water here? Nothing can live 
without water. There's a big river 
underneath. We know the poison 
from the radioactive dump will go 
down under the ground and leak 
into the water. We drink from this 
water. Only the government and 
people like that have water tanks. 
The animals drink from this wa- 
ter — malu kangaroo, kalaya emu, 
porcupine, ngintaka perentie, go- 
anna and all of the others. We eat 
these animals. That's our meat. 
We're worried that if any of these 
animals become poisoned, we'll 
become poisoned in turn. The 
poison the government is talking 
about is from Sydney. We say send 
it back to Sydney. We don't want 
it! Are they trying to kill us? We're 
human beings. We're not animals. 
We're not dogs. In the old days, 
the white man used to put poison 
in the meat and throw it to feed 
the dogs — they got poisoned, and 


then they died. Now they want to 
put the poison in the ground. We 
want our life. 

All of us were living when the 
government used the country for the 
bomb. Some were living at Twelve 
Mile, just out of Coober Pedy. The 
smoke was funny, and everything 
looked hazy. Everybody got sick. 
Many people at Mabel Creek got sick. 
Some people were living at Wallat- 
inna. Whitefellas and all got sick. 
When we were young, no woman 
got breast cancer or any other kind 
of cancer. Cancer was also unheard 
of with men. And no asthma, we 
were people without sickness. 

The government thought that they 
knew what they were doing then. 
Now, again they are coming along 
and telling us poor blackfellas, "Oh, 
there's nothing that's going to hap- 
pen, nothing is going to kill you." 

We're worried for our kids. We've 
got a lot of kids growing up and still 
coming are more grandchildren and 
great grandchildren. They deserve to 
have their lives. 

We've been fighting this radioactive 
waste, this poison, for many years. 
Arguing about it, talking to people, 
asking people to help us. They might 
help us, but they'll really be helping 
themselves. Whitefellas have got kids 
too. We all have to live here. 

And then, we really couldn't believe it 
when we heard the government talk- 
ing about sending the rubbish from 
all the other countries as well! They must 
really want to kill us! We can't believe it! 
How can you live like that? They're re- 
ally aiming to wipe the country out, 
not just us, but all living things on 
the whole Earth! 

It's from our grandmothers and 
our grandfathers that we've learned 
about the land. This learning isn't 
written on paper as whitefellas' 
knowledge is. We carry it instead in 
our heads, and we're talking from 
our hearts, for the land. You fellas, 
whitefellas, put us in the back all the 
time, like we've got no language for 
the land. But we've got the story for 
the land. Listen to us! 

Originally printed in the EF! Journal, 
Mabon, September-October 2003. 




I was also worried that my poems 
weren't "Earth First! enough" to read 
"One thing poetry has going for it at a rally, but Art encouraged me to 
is it has no market value." go ahead and read anyway. 

“Turtle Island, by Gary Snyder, has So I grew into the role, first by 
sold 125,000 copies." doing, then by writing. The more 

Having a group like Earth First! I read, and thought about what 
spring up practically under my nose I read, the more I went back and 
js was an amazing coincidence. I had wrote some more. Sure, I was play- 
f long been in love with poetry - '= 

t and was honing my skills as ? A 

\ . a beginning poet, but lacked // 

f a muse. I was looking for a 

Laura to my Petrarch, a Virgil \ 

Ik The first Rendezvous I went / 

R to I felt more like a guest than / C 77 \ ) 

f a participant, though I did / ' 

help break down the stage on / 

A the last day and load the hay / ssTzt/' 

r bales on Mitch's truck. I pr 

The next year was different. j \ 

K' I decided to lead a workshop ^ / r Js/i ' 

on the theme of poetry and .gjj teV y 4 

deep ecology. I managed to T * i J/ 

^ attract Bill Devall and Bill Ol- \ i < *^*5^* 3 

iver — the two Bills. I remem- 

ft- ber Bill Oliver played some I L aj^ 

Bp songs, but otherwise I don't ‘^7p ^ 0^77 \ n P ' 

remember what was said. I ^ / /YyY^lvf] r/jnn& / 
was new, I was green, and too /> 

. r immersed in what was going Ov tit l I 'v 

y I on to take good notes. I think 
Cj*** 1 I might've read a poem of two 
A by Gary Snyder. It may be 

?<jp that the discussion was profound — ing to the audience — but the au- 
ahead of its time. At this point I don't dience was leading me, inspiring 
l know. But the very fact that it took me; the audience was, in effect, my 
* place suggests the attractiveness of muse. 

— the idea: Poetry is Powerful. Yet my muse was still Earth First! 

Following that introduction I be- and Earth First!ers — like twin suns 
came a regular at campfires and rallies, tied to each other by gravity, whirl- 
I was no longer on the outside looking ing around in their own little portion 
in, but on the inside looking out. It of space. Everything from campaigns 
helped that both Art Goodtimes and to philosophy became food for po- 
Wobbly Bob encouraged me. When I ems. I reveled in my good fortune. I 
said to Wobbly Bob I wished I could was home. 

sing but didn't have a voice, he said Art Goodtimes was the poetry edi- 
don't worry about that, just sing. A tor for the Earth First! Journal. He had 
truly democratic approach. been given a page to fill with poetry. 


on the premise that art was impor- 
tant to the Movement — poetry espe- 
cially so. He named the poetry page 
"Armed With' Visions” and gave it 
its motto — "Clear as cut glass, and 
just as dangerous." And, by hap- 
penstance, Art was born in San Fran- 
cisco, just as Robert Frost and Gary 
Snyder had been before him. 

I had been reading Armed 
With Visions faithfully 
since I first subscribed to 
the Journal — usually it was 
the first section I turned 
to. I think it was because I 

\ was excited that poetry was 
actively taking part in the 
Earth First! dialogue, via 
the poetry page. There was 
a letters column, "Dear Shit 
For Brains," where readers 
were allowed to sound off, 
y u, but none more eloquently 
t * ian on ^ rme< ^ With 
/ Visions page. (Truthfully, I 
. / read both.) One advantage 
a poem has over a letter — 
p it's more likely to be recited, 
memorized, or read again 
and again. Score one for po- 


by Dennis Fritzinger 


ft I remember Art reading at 

‘ a Rally wearing a gnome-like 

hat of felt, leather & leaves. 
He looked a bit like a Hobbit, 
if I might say. He also "read” (per- 
formed) very well — I don't remem- 
ber the poems, but remember the 
performance was first rate. By then 
I had started to amass a list of favor- 
ites — poems based on campaigns, is- 
sues, philosophy, and stories within 
the Movement. I discovered I had a 
gift for writing songs on occasion, 
though I don't consider myself 
primarily a songwriter. But songs 
mixed in with poems helped my per- 
formance exceed the routine. And as 
time went on and I had new experi- 
ences, new poems came of it. 












Clear as cut glass Sc 



just as dangerous 


ForThe Warriors 

You've got to want to fight, 

the odds are so overwhelming: 

they always have more money, more force, 

(Remember, it's force and not power they have more of) 

more weapons and the means to use them, 

more offices, typewriters, telephones, xerox machines, 

secretaries to diligently type and mail memos, 

men to deliver the charges, 

all the many ways of keeping us busy, 

distracting us from the work. 

The work, the work... 

You've got to want to fight, 
want to do it from some place deep, deep, within, 
deeper than the need to take vacations, 
grow gardens, play with the children, 
deeper than anything else, 
from someplace deep enough 
where truth is what matters, 
where the truth of justice and freedom 
is the only, natural truth, 
as essential and unquestionable 
as breath, or seasons, 
or the rock at the center of Earth. 

And this truth, and its sister the love of it, 
makes you want to fight. 

You've got to want to fight, 
facing the terrible truths of oppression, 
the deadly and violent acts 
can grind you down, bleed you slowly, 
if you're not carefal. ' 

The knowing can be a butcher knife in the guts 
that slashes and twists, 

or it can be a bitter poison dripping in the blood 
like rust, 

or, if you’re lucky, 
maybe it will only be 

tired lines around the eyes and an occasional 
tightening in the chest — maybe only that. 

' But whatever else, the knowing has got to make 

you want to fight, 
it's got to make 

you want to fight enough 
to know more: 

to know that what is worth fighting for is 
what lasts — grass, wind, flowing water, mountains; 

to know that it will endure longer than 
our own lives, to know that it is for what is . 
all around and through us, through our hands 



and the work of our hands, 

through our bodies, greater than any one of us. 

Knowing that, 

knowing that makes you' not fear 
their threats, their violence, their fear, 
it makes you want to fight,, 
truthfully, honestly, 
as hard as you've ever done anything, 
because you want to, 
you need to. 

Like wanting to sink into the sweet earth 
after a long day, 

like wanting to linger in the blessedness of dreams, 

like wanting to wake to clear dawn, 

like wanting to rise and work through the sun until the 

evening star 

and maybe past, 

first you've got to want to, 

you've got to want to fight. 

— Ellen Klaver 

Send poems to 

Warrior Poets Society 

P.O. Box 14501 

Berkeley, CA 94712-5501 

all rights reserved to the authors 
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Artwork by Asonte Riverwind 



6. Policies must therefore be changed. These 
policies affect basic economic, technological, 

t 

and ideological structures. The resulting state of 
affairs will be deeply different from the present 


7. The ideological change is mainly that of appreciating life quality 
(dwelling in situations of inherent value) rather than adhering to 
an increasingly higher standard of living. There will be a profound 
awareness of the difference between big and great. 










Continued from page 54 

It's time for the West's cattle ranchers and farmers 
to stop their long and brutal war against America's 
wolves and other natural predators. Ranchers have 
long stacked the deck against ecological integrity and 
against America's native wildlife. More enlightened 
voices are being heard in the West. George Wuerthner, 
is an independent ecologist and writer, a former federal 
biologist and a devoted hunter with Montana roots. He 
recently authored an article about "problem ranchers" 
throughout the West who use the federal government 
and American taxpayers to pay for their irresponsible 


the good folks of Minnesota; and those of us who love 
America's wolves and wildlife can make sure that they 
do by boycotting any hate-tainted beef, insisting, as 
wildlife defenders and as consumers, on "wolf and 
predator friendly" beef — just as we now have "dolphin 
safe" tuna. 

To those sport hunters who intentionally or through 
ignorance continue to misinform the public and each 
other about the "damage" wolves are doing to "their" 
elk or deer, it's time to acknowledge some simple 
truths. Wildlife belongs to the Earth from which they 
come and which nourishes them. They are not the 


— 
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The four pups of the Imnaha pack in Oregon captured on film in July 2010 


and poor animal husbandry. They are operating more 
like welfare ranchers, living off of cheap federally funded 
grazing lands, while demanding what they have come to 
believe is their God-given right to an unnatural, predator- 
free environment. Mr. Wuerthner and so many of us across 
the land have learned that wolves and other natural 
predators belong here and are entitled to live on this 
Earth just like us. It's time to stop making wolves pay 
with their lives for unchanging, ecologically unsound 
ranching practices that harm the land and other 
wildlife, too. 

Ecologist and teacher Aldo Leopold stopped killing 
wolves and began defending their vital place in nature 
when he himself learned, through patience and study, 
about nature and ecology. We can all do that today, 
the information is there and very accessible. Listen 
to the wolf-wise ranchers, farmers and hunters of 
Minnesota. They have learned to live in harmony 
and respectfully with the 3,500 wolves roaming free, 
in their wonderful state. The people of northern 
Minnesota live with many more wolves in a much 
smaller area than the vast northern Rocky Mountain 
states that have only half the number of wolves. Yet 
Minnesota ranchers and farmers do not whine about 
wolves, nor do they engage in anti-wolf hysterics. With 
help from their state's wildlife agency and from 
wildlife advocates, they have willingly adopted non- 
lethal wolf and predator friendly control techniques 
that very effectively protect their cattle and sheep. 
Western cattle ranchers and farmers can learn from 


personal property of any human being. The simple 
truth is what we all learned in grade school, that 
predators and prey live together as nature intended. 
They depend on each other, in a magical way that 
creates vitality and renewal for each of them and a 
healthier ecosystem for all life. Wolves strengthen 
their prey species, by culling the weak and the sick. 
Wolves and other natural predators do not "damage" 
the species upon which they prey, it is humans who 
have displayed a consistent knack for doing exactly 
that, over and over again. 

As we have now witnessed with the wolves' return to 
Yellowstone, they are literally guardians of the forest 
and protectors of the diversity of life. At long last, let's 
listen to the Native Americans who, long ago, tried 
to enlighten those who could not see the true nature 
of wolves and the innocence of their vital place on 
the land. Let's start now by protecting the wolves that 
thankfully still live on this Earth we love and cherish. 
Finally getting it right for the wolves will go a long 
way towards getting things right for the Earth. 

Robert Goldman is a devoted wolf advocate and currently 
resides in Maine. Bob has lived and worked in Yellowstone, 
the Sierras, Alaska and other special places, and lives for 
the day when more wilderness and all wildlife is respected 
and protected. He urges all those interested in learning more 
about wolves to read Barry Lopez's, Of Wolves and Men 
and to watch the DVD, "Lords of Nature" by Green Fire 
Productions. Visit Bob's new website this coming Winter 
for more info, www.friendsofthewolves.org , 
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by Ron Sakolsky 


Continued from page 7 

Like most movement people, I 
have a very difficult time finding 
hope. Indeed, this is the case for any- 
one observing the voracious appetite 
that human beings have for nature. 
Hope seems especially hard to come 
by for those who note the impact of 
increasing human numbers, almost 
all of whom want more than food, 
security and shelter — all of which 
come at a price to nature. By looking 
at the global spread of Earth First! and 
a variety of synergistic, nature-based 
spiritualities and movements around 
the world, however, and by think- 
ing beyond the dramatic plunge in 
human numbers that is likely in the 
next century or so, it becomes possi- 
ble to muster hope. Hope enough to 
keep striving, as hard as it may be, to 
put the Earth, the source of our being 
and all we cherish, First! 

Bron Taylor is Professor of Religion, 
Nature, and Environmental Ethics at 
the University of Florida. He plans to 
soon return to his book about Earth 
First! and hopes his many friends and 
contacts in the movement will be in 
touch. WWW.BRONTAYLOR.COM. 


The Real Threat 


If you meet a developer: Never approach a 
developer. Although developers will normally 
avoid a confrontation, all developers are 
unpredictable. Developers feeding on a kill 
may be dangerous. Talk to the developer in 
a confident voice. Pick all children up off the 
ground immediately, their rapid movements 
may provoke an attack. 


Do not run: Try to back away slowly. Sudden 
movement or flight may trigger an instinctive 
a ttack. ~ 


Do not turn your back: Face the developer 
and remain upright. Do all you can to 
enlarge your image. Pick up sticks or 
branches and wave them about. 


J a develope^eflave^ggressivelySri^oufseir 
with a large stick, throw rocks, speak loudly and 
firmly. Convince the developer that you are a 
threat not prey. If attacked, fight back. 
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Further Readings on Earth 
First! and Radical Ecology 
By Bron Taylor 

"Earth First! and the Earth Libera- 
tion Front," "Radical Environmen- 
talism," and "Deep Ecology" (2005). 
These primers appeared in The Ency- 
clopedia of Religion and Nature, avail- 
able at: WWW.RELIGIONANDNATURE.COM. 

"Resacralizing Earth: Environ- 
mental Paganism and the Resto- 
ration of Turtle Island" (1995), 
"Bioregionalism: An Ethics of Loy- 
alty to Place" (2000), and a two part 
analysis of "Earth and Nature-Based 
Spirituality: From Earth First! and 
Bioregionalism to Scientific Pagan- 
ism and the New Age" (2001), ex- 
plored the diverse tributaries to and 
the diverse impacts of radical envi- 
ronmental movements. 

"Earthen Spirituality or Cultural 
Genocide?: Radical Environmental- 
ism's Appropriation of Native Ameri- 
can Spirituality" (1997) argued that 
while relationships between activists 
and Native Americans have often 
been difficult (in part because many 
activists are drawn to indigenous 
spiritualities and insensitive in the 


ways they express their interest), mu- 
tually respectful relationships can be 
developed that enhance campaigns 
for environmental and social justice. 

"Earth First! Fights Back" (1997) ar- 
gued, based on case studies in Califor- 
nia (Headwaters Forests) and Idaho 
(Cove/Mallard), that extra-legal resis- 
tance is sometimes ethically permis- 
sible. 

"Religion, Violence, and Radical 
Environmentalism" (1998) was the 
first of several articles that challenged 
charges that the movement was "ter- 
rorist." 

"Deep Ecology and its Social Phi- 
losophy" (2000) examined decen- 
tralist and anarchist ideals that pro- 
vide the most common ideological 
underpinning of bioregionalism and 
radical environmentalism, contend- 
ing that such ideology is anthro- 
pocentric, unduly optimistic about 
human beings, without a realistic 
means of constraining corporate 
power or protecting the commons 
and therefore, such ideology cannot 
provide an adequate ethical and po- 
litical basis for ecological resistance 
movements. 


DEAD RECKONING: 

A MEXICAN WRITER COMES TO TERMS 

With The Chost Of Edward Abbey 


By Luis Alberto Urrea 

I'm driving Ed Abbey's Cadillac to Denver. It has 
moldered away in a dirt alley off Tucson's venerable main 
drag, and now it's going to reside in a pricey Republican 
enclave; on the compromised high plains outside the 
mile-high city. Of course, if I told you which 'burb it was, 
I'd have to kill you. 

A fire-engine red '75 El Dorado, it's been parked 
for a year behind Ed's pal Buffalo Medicine's house, 
accumulating a thick coat of clust and a calligraphy 
of cat and raccoon tracks across its massive hood. The 
cables have fallen loose in the engine compartment, 
the generator's shot, weeds have choked the wheels, 
and the ragtop's in sad shape. Local writers cruise by 
occasionally, tip their gimme caps, raise a can of Coors, 
and drive away. Their wheels chum up the alley dirt, 
adding another layer of dust to the Caddie. Just like 
Ed's memory. 

Buffalo Medicine has possibly rooked El Piloto, a 
devotee of the Abbeyite Order, by selling him the 
car for money which might or might not be too 
much. Opinions vary. It all depends on where you're 
positioned in the continuing Ed debate. In Tucson, the 
debate is quite personal, since locals trade Ed sightings 
like baseball cards. 

Ed Abbey— Sasquatch. 

It is a telling measure of the man that so many are 
willing to define themselves by proximity — real or 
imagined — to his being. 

How much would you pay for a piece of Ed Abbey? 
We are in a dicey period here, where shitheads Ed 
wouldn't have spit on are burning to buy his books and 
seven Earth First! T-shirts and claim to be his soulmates. 
But El Piloto, possibly as thorny and ultimately as 
sentimental a man as Ed, has bought the car for Love. 
I wonder what he’ll do when the Dead-Ed industry 
washes a bibliophile to his door with a limp check for 
$28,000, dying to drive a piece of the myth. 

What can I say? I stole Ed's pencil out of the car and 
am hiding it in my office. That's a writer for you: happy 
hypocrite. 

One thing's for sure: Rudolfo A. Anaya won't be 
offering anybody money for Ed's chariot. When he 
heard El Piloto and I were motoring cross-country 
with it, he put a curse on us. My cherished friend, 
Mr. Bless Me, Ultima, said: "I hope you have four flat 
tires in the desert. I hope the car catches fire. I hope it 
burns to the ground." 


Way to go, Ed! Making friends. 

But I, too, am mad at Ed. I don't know why anybody 
else is mad at him, and plenty of people are — which, 
of course, in the post-Abbeyan universe, is all the more 
reason to love Ed. That's part of the seductiveness of 
Edward Abbey, isn't it? The world's full of bastards, 
and Ed will cuss them out for us, tilt at them with 
his sharpened war lance, be inspected by the FBI, and 
occasionally blow up a bridge or sodomize a tractor 
into submission, all the while throwing cleverly 
hidden poems into his paragraphs and, for no extra 
charge, making us laugh. 

We, in turn, get to feel like we've done battle with 
wicked forces while hiding behind a dead man. We feel 
like Ed's pals. Ed speaks for us, we compliment ourselves 
by thinking. We say Ed is our voice, expressing our deep 
feelings, after Ed himself often set the agenda we now 
claim for our own in one of his books that we bought 
out of a "used" box for $1.45. 

Chicano readers, too, could be seduced. Like many 
people with a cause, we can be essentially pathetic, 
eager to side with anybody who sounds halfway 
sympathetic. Our weariness with the struggle, 



our exhaustion, is what makes us vulnerable. Our 
exhaustion makes us latch on to a strong voice for 
justice. And Ed, with his championing of lizards and 
watersheds, seemed to be championing us, too. Ed 
made some of us hope. And we fell over like puppies, 
wagging and peeing at his feet. 

This is proof enough for me that Ed was a great 
writer. He angers the effete, and he utterly seduces his 
readers into absorbing his pith as if we were amoebas. 
And, sometimes, he hurts us. 


Edward Abbey once stuck a knife in my heart. 

I didn't know him outside of his books, and although 
I ponder swiping the car now and then, I'm not going 
to claim any special connection to the man. Or the 
ghost. Connecting with the books was quite enough. 
Desert Solitaire, The Monkey Wrench Gang, Black Sun, The 
Journey Home all had a massive, perhaps catastrophic, 
effect on me. I went mad for Ed, but more important, 
and a major reason others fell in love with him too, 
was the aching love he ignited in me for the land. The 
world. The tierra. 

Ed Abbey— Shaman 

Imagine my shock, and the shock of all of Ed's other 
Chicano, Mexican, Hispanic readers when we picked up 
One Life at a Time, Please and read the now infamous screed 
about ourselves, "Immigration and Liberal Taboos." In 
it, Ed sets down his official policies regarding Mexicans: 
"They come to stay and they stay to multiply." Or how 
about this bon mot from "egalitarian" Ed: "...it might be 
wise for us as American citizens to consider calling a halt to 
the mass influx of even more millions of hungry, ignorant, 
unskilled and culturally-morally-generically impoverished 
people." Morally, Ed? Culturally? Generically? This from a 
redneck hillbilly from Home, Pennsylvania. About people 
who had culture when his ancestors were dog-styling 
sheep and digging turnips and cow turds out of the sad 
mud in their serf villages. Of course, Ed also informed 
his readers that Latin American societies were societies 
of "squalor, cruelty, and corruption," while the American 
vista was one that was "open, spacious, uncrowded, and 
beautiful — yes, beautiful!" 

Ed Abbey— Aryan 

Oh my, Ed, you lying bastard. 

After writing countless books 
in which you decry America 
as just the opposite of free and 
open — after doing that very 
thing in the same book — after 
seducing us with battle cries 
based on the very spoiling 
of this land by over-crowded 
gringo swine, you fall for Pete 
Wilsonesque scapegoating. 

The very prospect of teeming 
brown cockroach-people (to 
swipe the Brown Buffalo's 
term) drives you into a 
hideous U-tum. The thought, 
apparently, of my people. The 
thought of me. 

Did I remember to mention 
that writers are hypocrites? 

Sitting in Ed's boat, Safeway 
parking lot, Broadway and 
Campbell — Tucson. The 
journey's about to begin. Two 
blueberry muffins and some 


styrofoam coffee for breakfast. My candidate for Miss 
Universe loads groceries into her whining little Coke-can 
imported car. Ed's Eldorado says: "Amurca Furst, Buddeh!" 
However, Ed's Eldorado does not say, "Earth First." If 
anything, it probably says, "Ed First." Hell yes. Ed's Eldorado 
remembers Pearl Harbor. The plates say: HAYDUKE. 

Ed's ghost sits in the back seat. He holds up his letter 
to the editor of The Arizona Daily Star, dated January 7, 
1982: "...I was not talking about 'cultural influences' but 
about the social and economic effects of unchecked mass 
immigration from the impoverished nations to our south, 
particularly Mexico. Certainly Mexico has contributed 
much to the Southwestern heritage; I like tacos, tequila, 
and ranchero music about as much as anybody else does." 
Tacos? Tequila? The thing about ghosts is, they don't have 
to stop at putting their feet in their mouths. They can go 
ahead and gobble the whole leg, jam it in there all the 
way down till they've maneuvered their heads up their 
own asses. 

By the way, Ed says in the introduction to One Life at a 
Time, Please that "Immigration and Liberal Taboos" is his 
favorite essay in the book. 

Did Ed Abbey hate Mexicans? Or was he really setting 
out to tweak liberals? I'm trying hard not to do backflips 
here just to defend my favorite writer. Consider: where 
many writers have a pitiable need to be loved, Ed seemed 
to have a puzzling need to be reviled. Puzzling, that is, 
if one considers Ed Abbey to be merely a writer. We all 
know he was an anarchist, a trickster, an agitator and an 
"eco-warrior," whatever that means. In his "A Writer's 

Credo" (same book), the very 
first sentence says: "It is my 
belief that the writer... should 
be and must be a critic of the 
society in which he lives." 
Not a word about fame, love, 
beauty or literary awards. 

Ed Abbey, by his own words, 
saw himself as a critic, a gadfly. 
In McGuane's words, "The 
original fly in the ointment." 
And nobody was spared. 
After all, One Life at a Time, 
Please contains his even more 
infamous assault on "The 
5 Cowboy and his Cow." 

Perhaps it should not 
surprise me, then, when in 
the middle of my outrage over 
this awful essay, I stumble on 
a sentiment that I absolutely 
agree with. Ed suddenly says: 
"The conservatives love their 
cheap labor; the liberals love 
their cheap cause. (Neither 
group, you will notice, ever 
invites the immigrants to 



WILDERNESS 

IS THE ONLY THING LEFT 
, WORTH SAVINfiL 



move into their homes. Not into their homes!)" 

Right on, homey! El Vato Loco Cactus Eddie Y Que 
Abbey, Barrio Desierto Rifa Con Safos Cabrones, lays down 
some righteous chingazos for la causa, Esel 

Oh, well. Some of us are social misfits; we spend vast 
periods of time locked in rooms banging at typewriters 
and computers. Those of us who like to write "outdoors" 
stuff spend even more hours stumbling over rocks and 
backing into cacti. Alone. Of all the things one could say 
about Ed, I suspect nobody would accuse him of being a 
schmooze-meister. Worse if a writer has a cause. We will 
burrow through bystanders as if they were dirt clods and 
we were rabid moles. 

Indelicacy follows us through our tunnels. Chicanos, 
we must admit, have said scabrous and wounding things 
about gabachos in publication after publication. Mexicans 
say foul things about both gringos and Chicanos. The 
whole lot of us cast a suspicious eye toward Central 
America and points south. 

And, of course, writers carry the baggage of their 
times, their origins, and their own spiritual and 
intellectual laziness. 

I admire Edward Abbey. I enjoy his books. And I 
love his bad taste car — all the way down to the honky- 
tonk red carpet on the dash. This car is 20 steel feet of 
Ed's laughter. 

I also decry his ignorance and his duplicity. 

Guess what: Ed Abbey had feet of clay. Just like me. 

Still, he managed to throw in a closing that resonated 
with me all down the years. I knew, in a terribly clear way, 
that he was right: "Stop every campesino at our southern 
border, give him a handgun, a good rifle, and a case of 
ammunition, and send him home. He will know what to 
do with bur gifts and good wishes. The people know who 
their enemies are." 

Ed's ghost lights a cigar and puts its feet up on the seat 
back. I ponder this last paragraph as we cross the Luna 
County Line. A million acres of open desert accrues paper 
cups and Payday wrappers around us. Flat as a griddle 
for a few miles, then truculent upheavals of bare naked 
mountains. To the north, grape-juice rain clouds color the 
horizon. 

Indians and Chicanos who know a good thing 
when they see it catch up to the car and give us 
the big thumbs-up. 

Ed Abbey— Lowrider 

[Editors' note: Luis Alberto Urrea's story appeared originally 
in the Tucson Weekly, November 30, 1995. Upon his 
go-ahead for reprint, he also gave approval to correct his 
typo from 'genetically' back to 'generically' and sent this 
afterword to the EF! Journal.) 

Ed Abbey— The Dead Ed Industry 

I not only drove Ed's Eldorado Cadillac to Denver from 
Tucson, but I slept on his friends' floors, and I crept in a 
closet where I found an unpublished Ed novel typescript 
that's probably still there. On a motoring day up Pike's 
Peak, the car's owner, Tony, dropped the top and regaled 



Road sign for street named after Abbey's Book 


my kids with stories about the dying West — global 
warming and beetles killing off the lodgepoles; savannas 
creeping north to royally fuck the alpine glories they 
were enjoying. 

I dropped the whole Abbey thing after I wrote this 
piece because I could not, and still cannot, abide the 
Dead Ed Industry. At that time, if you were in Tucson, 
you knew ten or twelve "best friends” of Ed Abbey, each 
of whom had eaten his "last cheeseburger" with him the 
day before he died. Three different guys told me they 
could show me Ed's secret gravesite — all in different 
places.... 

And then, of course, this Mexican problem of mine. 
Goddamnit, Ed — cut us "Beaners" a break. But he was 
cutting us a break. He was extending the strange respect 
to us that he extended to everyone else: no respect. I 
think, if Ed — dead or alive — spared you, he was not 
respecting you. If you could take it, and he thought 
you could, he'd kick your ass. 

Wish that hidden book would come out — I feel 
lonesome now that the car has been sold and that voice 
has gone still. 

Urrea is a 2005 Pulitzer Prize finalist for nonfiction and 
member of the Latino Literature Hall of Fame, as well as a 
best-selling author of 13 books, including Into the Beautiful 
North, The Devil's Highway and The Hummingbird's 
Daughter. He has won numerous awards for his poetry, 
fiction and essays and currently lives with his family in 
Naperville, IL, where he is a professor of creative writing at 
the University oflllinois-Chicago. 



The Memorial Tree, also known as Roy's Tree 


By Russ McSpadden 

Photos by Peter Nolan and Clyde Butcher 

Paramilitaries and Gators 

"This is beautiful country here, real rugged. See that tree, 
that's Roy's tree, that's where a guy hung himself. Some peo- 
ple come out here to get married," Grey says, pointing out 
an old-growth mother cypress with a sprawling canopy and 
a fortress of cypress knees circumnavigating the trunk. Its 
eerie, almost erotic form speaks of another world, far from 
the manicured and sanitized coastal Florida sprawl just 100 
miles east or west of here. Grey points out everything on 
our walk through Fisheating Creek, a riverine swamp of live 
oak and bald cypress forest that feeds Lake Okeechobee. 
Pre-Columbian peoples created mound villages in the area, 
piling Earth above the mosquito line, at about oak canopy 
height. My friend talks fast, excited. It takes a minute to 
catch up with the pace. 

Grey lives in a small, hand-built shack on the edge of 
the Wildlife Management Area with only a car battery for 
electricity and water from a nearby artesian well pumped 
into glass jars stacked on the kitchen table to let the .sulphur 
smell evaporate. This is "Real Florida," as Grey says a 100 
times, pointing out bear tracks and wild hog droppings as 
he guides me across swamp, chin deep at times, with al- 
ligators all around us. He clamors about someone's recent 
panther spotting. "They don't often attack, never bothered 


me." I wonder if he means the gators or the panther. 

Grey and I have met — a rough-and-tumble rural redneck 
and an urban eco-anarchist with redneck lineage — because 
construction of a private paramilitary base threatens the 
watershed of this primordial swamp. Grey raves a bit about 
Earth First!, knowing only that they are "pretty wild I heard, 
especially with bulldozers." • 

We hike to a popular fishing spot where the swamp deepens 
and channels to a real lazy river. Cypress trees lean over, dan- 
gling with Spanish moss. Boards nailed to one old cypress lead 
to a rope swing hanging over gators. It's here that Grey's two 
friends from Chiapas, Francisco and Dionisio, are fishing. 

Grey is a Florida Cracker, a term given (mostly with love 
and nostalgia) to white Floridians with generational history 
in the region, an anomaly in a mosquito-infested tourist- 
colony of the empire. Grey goes back six or seven genera- 
tions. Historically, Florida Crackers drove small, lean, feral 
Spanish livestock, Cracker Cattle, down from North Florida 
in the mid 1800s, settling on lands stolen from Seminoles, 
letting their stock roam wild, foraging on wild foods, to 
round up from the prairies and swamps later. They are still 
an unruly bunch. Some are large land owners that hate de- 
velopment with a passion, just not enough at times to pass 
up the millions offered by developers to convert their land 
to subdivisions or military bases. Before Fisheating Creek 
was taken by the state from a big cattle outfit— the Lykes 


Brothers, which used the land for wild grazing— ?Grey rode 
horses through the huge live oak pastures surrounding the 
swamp, a cowboy for the company. 

But Grey is not a land owner. He is, akin to the region 
and the times, poor and white. His current seasohal em- 
ployment is as a team leader in the orange orchards and to- 
mato fields of South Florida. "Son mis amigos de Immokalee." 
Grey introduces me after we all shake hands. On our hike 
we talked a bit about the Coalition of Immokalee Work- 
ers (CIW), a group fighting to get fair wages and humane 
conditions for migrant workers. "I make sure my people 
get paid," he assures. Headlines from Immokalee and other 
towns in the area continue to report cases of modern-day 
slavery, workers held at gunpoint for years without pay. 

"pComo esta la pescando?" I ask Francisco and Dionisio. 
They interpret my poor and nervous Spanish and point to a 
bucket of seven or so small bluegills churning around. The 
two men are quiet but smiling. Their thin frames stand 
stoic at the water's edge. Grey calls the two "good people, 
you know, from the land. These Chiapas boys love the 
swamp. You se'e that*?" He points to a few swallow-tailed 
kites hovering, guiding wind up through their giant wings 
with shifts of their tail feathers. Half the hemisphere's pop- 
ulation come to Fisheating Creek to nest. 

The moment is telling. For me it's the blending of Flor- 
ida's worlds. The peninsula sits as epicenter of several 
spheres in a global struggle between freedom and ecocidal 
profit. I'm here surveying a bit of the land, some of the 
wildest, most dreamy land I've seen, in the buildup for a 
fight against a Blackwater-esque development, called Ea- 
gle Training, that would damage this wilderness. The two 
companeros from Chiapas — pushed by neoliberal policies 
encased in the North American Free Trade Agreement — 
which turn land-based communities into war zones and re- 
source graveyards — have made the long trek from southern 
Mexico across the militarized border in Arizona or Texas to 
the maquiladora fields of South Florida. These are the fields 
drained ffom the Everglades by a century and a half of theft 
and geo-engineering — the madness of industrial and white 
culture. The very same forces of racism, greed and profit 
that uproot wildlands into extinction uproot communities 
into diaspora. 

I've marched with the CIW in Miami and worked on boy- 
cott campaigns in my hometown. I try to speak with Fran- 
cisco, but Grey, who speaks Spanish fluently, albeit with the 
most beautifully awkward Cracker drawl, has to translate. 
Francisco doesn't belong to CIW but he supports them. He 
is paid nearly 70 dollars a day, a 10-hour day, six days a 
week, and says he is happy. He has worked with other out- 
fits that have taken advantage of his documentatibn status 
and refused to pay him at the end of the month. In fact, he 
allows Grey to crash on his couch through the work week, 
since the fields are 40 miles from here and Grey's truck has 
been repossessed. "It took them years to find that truck out 
here," Grey says. I ask Francisco about the proposed devel- 
opment of a for-profit mercenary, training camp nearby. He 
doesn't respond. Dionisio looks toward me for the first time 
in a while but then goes back to attending the lazy mo- 


tion of the fishing pole over the swamp. I wonder about 
the paramilitaries that harass the communities at the edges 
of the Lacandon jungle to open up industrial logging and 
farming in Chiapas, but I don't ask. 

“lEs bonito no, este rio?" Grey asks. We all agree. Grey notes 
nonchalantly to me, almost a whisper, that we must stop 
the military base if it's to remain so. "Some folks moved 
out here near Venus a couple years past and they put up a 
street light. Someone shot that light out the first night it 
was turned on," Grey says. "People like to see the stars." 

A few months later the paramilitary project is dead in the 
swamp from public pressure. 

What is Now Called the State of Florida 

"No, you live in what is illegally called Lake Worth," a 
stout man in a wheelchair wearing a cowboy hat says firm- 
ly but with a bit of a grin. Oannes, a Wabanaki-Penobscot 
from what is illegally referred to as Maine, spends a good 
portion of his life working with white allies in academia, 
cultural centers, children's camps and activist circles. It's a 
responsibility, he says, handed him by his foremothers. He 
is a professor at a Florida University — "a token Indian, so 
I can say anything I want," in his words — and the director 
of the Yat Kitischee Native Center. He speaks to me with 
a great deal of intimidating humor in his eyes. "But yes, I 
know the town. I have friends there." 

Lake Worth, named after General William Worth, is land 
originally settled by Jeaga Indians, then Seminoles and self- 
emancipated Africans, then swindled away by white devel- 
opers and turned into a white-only Southern town with 
black and immigrant communities situated as labor satel- 
lites. In his genocidal military career, Worth served as the 
commander of US forces in Florida to fight the Seminole 
and Maroon African alliance. He is noted for ending the 
conflict by focusing the offensive onto villages and supply 
lines, destroying the land- and community base of the resis- 
tance, and isolating the Seminole warriors deeper into the 
swamps. Worth was then commissioned to join the inva- 
sion of Mexico in 1848. He engaged in every battle from 
Veracruz to the Mexican heartland, personally placing the 
US flag atop the Chapultepec Castle in Ciudad Mexico. 

Oannes and I are at an anarchist conference in South 
Florida where he has been invited to speak about what he 
calls "Earth justice." I listen to his talk — slow and deliber- 
ate in his approach — with great interest, especially noting 
his critiques of white social and environmental move- 
ments. During my presentation on grassroots resistance 
in the Everglades he falls asleep, but wakes up toward the 
end to interrupt and remind me that "it is land that is 
now called the state of Florida. It is illegally referred to as 
Florida, and the Everglades is also not the honest name." I 
had once again fallen back on the imperialist languages of 
English and Spanish geography in this hemisphere. 

Oannes, a true warrior and participant at several Earth 
First! gatherings, died in April at his home amidst the 
slash pine of the southwest coast of what still remains a 
colonially named and colonially exploited peninsula. 




Miss Iris and Ni'Iin 

I'm driving north on 710 toward a place called Indian- 
town with a borrowed truck. Panagioti insists we listen to 
"the Boss, the only Boss worth listening to." There's a road- 
kill armadillo, a roadkill otter, a roadkill gator. We think 
about picking up the otter for a weird snack but at 60 mph 
and the radio loud, we can't think of changing the pace. 
We aire going to visit Miss Iris Wall, the 80-year old cowgirl ma- 
triarch of the little town. She's a rascally anti-development cattle 
rancher, an old Cracker that made her start in the 1950s, right 
after school, camping for years in Big Cypress with her new hus- 
band, cutting cypress into fencepost to sell. She has a special 
liking for Panagioti. She calls him, "my little hippy" and 
scolds the local sheriffs 
when they call her new 
friends — the ones she in- 
vites into her home, the 
ones she's opened her land 
to for a regional gather- 
ing — eco-terrorists. 

Miss Iris tells us she has 
a dozen cowboys work- 
ing for her. She's got a 
wild grin, and I picture 
each one of them with 
her brand on their ass. Its 
real odd and powerful to 
be in her presence. When 
I walk into her house to 
her back patio I notice 
she has, on the table be- 
fore her, a hunting maga- 
zine and a bible splayed 
open. She's hard to pin 
down. Though part of an 
old order, she is icono- 
clast. Her family worked 
with a Nicaraguan village 
of Sandinistas in the '80s. 

Challenging the' law and 
the embargo, and just to 
spite it I imagine, Miss Iris 
worked with other ranch- 
ers who ship cattle and bull 
semen to Cuba. She is devious, saintly, terrifying. "We'll 
clean up after ourselves," we tell her. "We'll get the swamp 
re-Opened and we'll stop the LNG [liquid natural gas] pro- 
posal," Panagioti says. 

A week later, about 50 of us are in a five-day stand- 
off with local sheriffs, Joint Terrorism Task Force and 
Homeland Security at the edge of — and strategically 
interspersed throughout — a magical old-growth swamp 
of thousand-year-old cypress trees surrounded by the 
nation's largest fossil fuel power plant and its 17-mile 
cooling pond. Florida Power and Light claims it as private 
property and has walled it off to die — we believe otherwise. 
This is also the last state side-action of an activist named 


Tristan, who a few weeks later is severely injured during a 
protest against the apartheid wall being built through the 
Palestinian town Ni'Iin when an Israeli soldier fires a tear 
gas canister into his head. 

Miss Iris didn't mind about the Sheriff; she seemed to 
trust us more than them and in the end we helped stop 
the LNG project and put Barley Barber Swamp back on 
the map. We still work with Miss Iris and, on occasion, 
Panagioti drives out to take her tomatoes and honey from 
the backyard of our collective house. 

Getting Dirty in Big Cypress 

Big Cypress is named so, not because the cypress 

trees are big, but because it 
stretches over 1,000 square 
miles, an actual forest at 
the southwestern edge of 
the nearly 20 million acres 
of sawgrass marshes and 
sloughs known as the "river 
of grass." Big Cypress drains 
southward through Florida 
Bay and the Ten Thousand 
Islands, its waters laying 
the foundation of renegade 
drug runners and wily en- 
vironmentalists, at times 
one and the same. While 
native sovereignty was 
stripped to the East by the 
development o£ Everglades 
National Park, Seminoles 
and Miccosukee peoples 
still hold land rights here. 

Shiny neon spandex-clad 
cyclists from Miami cruise 
i thousand-dollar bikes across 
f Tamiami trail, which stretch- 
| es nearly 100 miles through 
the vast swamp linking the 
urban coasts. But just inch- 
es from the highway, one 
realizes that Big Cypress is 
foreboding and wild country. 
Buzzards pick at the carcasses of 400-pound wild hogs, and 
mosquitoes swarm like dust clouds and suckle the flesh 
with a searing ferocity that sounds like a million shrunken 
helicopters. 

The Seminoles, in a fight against a genocidal US gov- 
ernment, harassed well-funded armies here with great 
success. During prohibition, A1 Capone had a hunting 
camp and speakeasy in this swamp. In later years, sa- 
loons reachable only by airboat played host to out- 
law drunks and gator poachers. Thousands of exotic 
pythons slink through cypress domes, occasionally 
eating deer and alligator. Some are so large that thermal 
imaging systems on helicopters pick up their slithering bod- 


An alligator rests after eating a developer in Big Cypress 


ies through dense canopies. It's spooky — like a landscape out 
of a bad dinosaur documentary — but with ATV rednecks 
and yuppies, birdwatchers and developers, often one and 
the same. 

Big Cypress, like the Everglades in general, has every- 
thing to lose by what happens further north where I 
live. Rock mines, development, industrial agriculture 
(big sugar, sod, citrus) and the two largest fossil-fuel 
power plants in the US, surround its watershed. The big 
environmental groups are quick to fight off any inte- 
rior encroachment and are greatly successful, but they 
fail to challenge the walls of industry that are lining it 
like a toxic moat. They often underwrite these projects 
through compromises. It 
seems to be a strategy of 
industry to propose an 
obviously heinous proj- 
ect — say a coal plant in 
the Everglades — in order 
to, through strategic de- 
feat, gather support for 
a more inconspicuously 
heinous project, say an 
even bigger natural gas 
power plant in the Ever- 
glades. 

Changes in the hydro- 
logic regime (the natural- 
ly schizophrenic drought 
and flood periods of the 
bioregion) by industrial 
water use threaten the 
natural systems and the 
people that depend on 
them. Mercury levels in 
fish and their predators 
make it ill-advised to eat 
from the land. The in- 
terior of the Everglades 
may look wild and un- 
touched, but the quiet 
spoils of civilization are 
stealing the swamps and 
self-sufficient life-ways through attrition. 

It's a dying wetland of mystery and brutal absurdity. 
Take this for example: One particularly egregious rock 
mine company at the northern headwaters of the Ever- 
glades, Palm Beach Aggregates, funnels money to stop 
rain forest destruction and mountaintop removal mining 
in Appalachia while they mine the land that separates the 
'Glades from its water source, Lake Okeechobee. One of 
the company's board members, Michael Klein, also sits 
on the board of the Rainforest Action Network. He gets 
millions from the company, which mines road-grade ag- 
gregate, stripping the land and aiding the expansion of 
infrastructure to an already sprawled-out tourist dystopia. 
At a county hearing about the site's expansion into 2000 


more acres of adjacent land, four of the commissioners 
admitted to having been personally visited or contacted 
by Klein, stating that he helped them make up their minds 
to approve the project. 

Since the Apocalypse 

Florida is the apocalypse. It started here shortly after 
1492. Over the next 500 years, slavery, genocide, and 
ecocide played out under the guise of market freedom, 
progress and Western civilization. Through private, state, 
and corporate drainage, canalization, and (sub)urban de- 
velopment, the Everglades has been reduced to one-third 
its original size. It has been fractured and left to die. The 

migratory bird population 
has been decimated by 90 
percent. Apex predators like 
the Florida black bear and 
Florida panther are nearly 
extinct. Florida bison and 
wolves are only now being 
reintroduced. Florida's coral 
reef system, the only one in 
North America, is on its last 
breath. 

At the same time, Earth 
First! has grown strong in 
South Florida. It is one of 
the only mental spaces in 
the environmental move- 
ment here which is action- 
based, holistic, biocentric 
and anti-racist. Road block- 
ades, forest defense, swamp 
occupations, solidarity cam- 
paigns with farm workers 
and communities of color, 
rural organizing, lawsuits 
and an unrelenting love for 
the wild fill our toolbox. 
Our focus is on stopping 
the empire, not reforming 
it or ignoring it. The bat- 
tery packs of white indus- 
trial supremacy and devastation of the wild — coal, natural 
gas, and nuclear power plants — pock the land and can be 
shut down. Not so long ago the empire nearly drowned in 
these swamps, and once again the waters are rising. Lots of 
folks in Florida know this. They feel it deeply. 

Russ is an agitator with Everglades Earth First! and an 
editor with the EF! Journal Collective. He has worked on 
campaigns against mining, biotechnology, vivisection, 
industrial infrastructure, deforestation, environmen- 
tal racism, bad jokes and boredom. He' has also spent 
a great deal of time swimming with alligators and col- 
lecting coconuts. Every night he dreams of cuddling with 
manatees, spinner sharks and other lovers in the warm 
Atlantic waters near his home in South Florida. 



Continued from page 1 7 

Generating Station (PVNGS), the largest nuclear generating 
station in the United States, 42 miles west of Phoenix, Arizona. 
According to the memo, on May 14, 1986 PVNGS "suffered 
simultaneous destruction of three incoming power lines at 
three different locations, approximately 10-15 miles apart. All 
of the incidents happened 
only minutes apart and the 
modus operandi was the 
same." Furthermore, in the 
view of the Nuclear Regu- 
latory Commission, "the 
incident was... the most 
serious act ever perpetrated 
against a nuclear generat- 
ing plant in the United 
States." The Phoenix field 
office acknowledges, "the 
investigation to date (Feb- 
ruary 23, 1988), conducted 
by the Phoenix division, 
has developed no subjects, 
although investigation has 
focused on Earth First [sic] since its inception." 

The FBI speculates that, "members of Earth First [sic] are 
to be considered primary subjects in not only the sabotage of 
the PVNGS, but the sabotage of other properties and/or equip- 
ment considered to be damaging to the (environment)." 

The PVNGS, incidentally, has one of the worst safety re- 
cords in the nuclear industry. According to public and leaked 
documents, the facility has chronic performance problems 
due to habitual mismanagement, deteriorating equipment 
and poorly trained employees. 

I knew nothing about this brief outage of power at PVNG 
until after the arrests. It does help 
to explain the elaborate and con- 
voluted workings of the Feds to en- 
snare Foreman in an already existing 
scenario of "catastrophic acts being 
planned" in 1986. 

As noted by David Cunningham in 
his important book, There's Something 
Happening Here, "There is a danger 
in arresting politically selected tar- 
gets without sufficient precipitating 
events that mobilize people's fears." The fear of a nuclear 
meltdown pretty much rings all the bells for a terror-inducing 
event. This entirely manufactured scenario was used in inter- 
nal memoranda, in the media and in open court to strike fear 
in the heart of reasonable citizens, to fatally marginalize the 
newly energized environmental movement. Having deviated 
from the moderate norm, Earth First! had to be discredited. 
Apparently it was not sufficiently alarming to arrest four ran- 
dom bio-philiacs for criminal damage to a ski lift and a ura- 
nium mine. To police-thinking, according to Cunningham, a 
lack of evidence of conspiracy "merely suggests a deeper con- 
spiracy that can be exposed only through still more intensive 


investigation." Although the Prescott group was completely 
penetrated by an informant, an FBI agent and a listening 
device on my phone, the investigation still had nothing on 
Dave. 

Another informant, a woman who traveled to the 1988 
Rendezvous with Nancy Morton and then haunted Earth 

Firstlers in Tucson, met with lit- 
tle success. Pleading with an old 
time EF!er that she wanted to 
"do something, anything," she 
was told, "People just do things 
by themselves." 

In reality, there were two in- 
vestigations under the banner 
of Earth Firstl/EMETIC/Therm- 
Con (the FBI operation's code 
name): the one against Mark 
and Marc and Peg and I, and the 
one against Dave Foreman, us- 
ing Dave as proxy for Earth First!. 
In Prescott we had been work- 
ing mostly — but not exclusively — 
above ground, in solidarity with 
existing groups fighting uranium and ski development at 
sacred sites on the Colorado Plateau. Somehow, by early 1989, 
the conversations had shifted to interrupting electrical trans- 
mission lines at nuclear power plants. Peg and I did not care for 
this turn in direction at all; it was abrupt and inconsistent with 
our original interests and intentions. 

As a precipitating event, then a plausible justification, the 
through-line of disabling electrical transmission to nuclear 
power plants had a kind of inexorable teleology that was 
coddled and nurtured with tedious persistence. Half the time 
our vehicles were too detrepit to get where the Feds wanted 


us to be, other times there was just no money to buy gas. 
Agent Fain repeatedly drove to Tucson to talk to people at the 
Earth First! office and ferried Mark in hopes of listening in on 
conversations with Dave. The FBI made sure that surveillance 
helicopters were aloft during those meetings when Fain was 
left cooling his heels at his truck, hoping for something tan- 
gible to connect Dave to the Prescott group.... 

The rest of the story will be continued in the next issue of 
the Earth First! Journal, accompanied with original transcripts 
featuring an EMETIC communique. Order your subscription to 
read the rest. 



The Prescott 4, April 1990: from left: Peg Millett, Marc Baker, Mark Davis 

and Ilse Asplund 


This entirely manufactured scenario was 
used in internal memoranda, in the media 
and in open court to strike fear in the 
heart of reasonable citizens 
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Thank you to all those who donated their resources to make this proj- 
ect happen! Stay tuned for the Second Volume of the 30th Anniversary 
Issue, due out next March. Don't forget to look for the Earth First! compi- 
lation album, featuring Tre Anow, Long Neck Lula, Rye n' Clover, Marie 
Mason,- Blackbird Raum, David Rovics, Peg Millet, Son del Centro, Las 
Crudas, Brad Will, Casey Neil, Autumn Barksdale and many more. 

Contact speakersbureau@earthfirstjournal.org to schedule a 
presentation or workshop in your town! 


Visit newswire.earthfirstjournal.org for updates on the eco-wars. 
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No Compromise 

In Defense of the Dark Side of the Moon 

A NEW COLLABORATIVE STATEMENT DRAWN UP BY THE CHICAGO SURREALISTS AND 
THE MOON FIRST! JOURNAL COLLECTIVE IN RESPONSE TO AN EARLIER 
SURREALIST DECLARATION ON THE LCROSS PROJECT ORIGINALLY DATED AND 
CIRCULATED INTERNATIONALLY IN OCTOBER 2009. 



Twenty years before a powerful syn- 
dicate of military-industrial criminals 
conspired to plant a US flag on the 
Moon, a similar clique of fiends plot- 
ted to fire a nuclear 
warhead-tipped inter- 
continental ballistic 
missile at the lunar 
face. Code-named 
"Project A119," this 
plan— devised by Cold 
War-era Air Force and weapons manu- 
facturers — called for a massive nuclear 
explosion that 
would be clearly 
visible from any- 
where on Earth. 

Researchers 
struggled in vain 
to find any pre- 
text, any shred 
of legitimate 
scientific value, 
to glean from 
this sickening 
display of milita- 
rist impunity. But 
the sole objective 
of Project A119 
was to terrorize 
into submission 
every human on 
the planet with 
a demonstration 
of how the US 
ruling class was 
technologically 
adept and mor- 
ally bankrupt 
enough to com- 
mit such an un- 
imaginable poetic atrocity. 

And now the attack has begun! 
On October 9, 2009 (the same day 
Barack Obama was awarded the No- 
bel Peace Prize) the unilateral strike 
was delivered by the LCROSS (Lunar 
104 CRater Observation and Sensing Sat- 


ellite) spacecraft. Ground zero was 
the perpetually dark and very cold 
(-400 Fahrenheit) crater about 60 
miles from the Moon's South Pole 


"But, for myself, the Earth's records 
had taught me to look for widest ruin 
as the price of highest civilization." 

— Edgar Allan Poe, The Colloquy Of Monos And Una (1850) 


called Cabeus. Left unsullied by hu- 
man presence for untold millennia, 


Image from the 1 902 film La Voyage Dans La Lune by Georges Melies 


Cabeus is now . littered with more 
than two and a half tons of mangled 
space junk from this preposterous 
experiment. 

This violent hi-tech sci-fi spec- 
tacle cost anywhere up to $600 mil- 


lion (as Gil Scott-Heron lamented 
in 1974: "How come there ain't no 
money here? Hmm! Whitey's on the 
Moon"). 

NASA spin doctors 
declared the M-Day 
bombing a success, say- 
ing that spectrometric 
data from the kill zone 
detected iron, mag- 
nesium, mercury, and 
about 26 gallons worth of lunar ice, 
setting the stage for lunar coloniza- 
tion and resource 
extraction. 

This so-called 
"NASA experi- 
ment" is a hostile 
act of aggression 
and a violent in- 
trusion upon our 
closest and dear- 
est celestial neigh- 
bor. Does any love 
song or poem or 
fairy tale worth its 
salt not mention 
the Moon? Who 
can take a walk 
in the Moonlight 
with a lover and 
not feel the ro- 
mance to your 
very soul? The 
moon is our night 
light, our blanket, 
our grandmother, 
our mother — it 

is menstruation, 
circulation, the 
tides, the ocean. 
We pledge 
solidarity with the Moon and prom- 
ise we will do everything that we can 
to help heal her and to prevent any 
further such stupid, short-sighted, 
self-serving acts of obscene violence 
against her. 
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